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PREFACE. 


THE  following  Treatife  is  offered  to  the  Public  as 
the  fubftance  of  a  courfe  of  le£lures  delivered  re- 
peatecUy  laft  winter  on  this  fubje£l.  As  it  is  the  Au- 
thor's intention  to  continue  thefe,  and  render  them 
ftill  more  ufeful  by  the  addition  of  fuch  morbid  prepa- 
rations as  can  be  procured,  and  other  apparatus,  it  was 
deemed  proper  that  a  more  complete  Text-book  fhould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  attention  of  pradlitioners,  as  ena- 
bling them  to  form  a  better  judgment  of  the  propriety 
of  the  undertaking  than  could  be  done  from  the  flight 
view  which  a  fmall  fyllabus  afforded.  This  became  alfo 
the  more  neceffary  fmce  the  publication  of  Mr  John 
Hunter's  ingenious  and  mafterly  work  ;  as  it  will  be 
beft  feen  what  the  author  owes  to  Mr  Hunter,  and 
what  is  properly  his  own. 


The 
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The  motives  which  principally  urged  him  to  begin 
this  courfe  were,  the  frequency  of  venereal  complaints, 
and  the  undecided  ftate  of  the  pra£lice  for  their  cure ; 
which  point  out  the  necelTity  for  the  education  of  prac- 
titioners being  condudted  with  a  view  to  particular 
fubjeds  of  medicine  alone,  and  which  renders  there- 
fore a  more  minute  divifion  of  this  fcience  than  what 
has  been  yet  attempted  neceflary.  By  this  reftridlion 
of  the  attention  to  particular  fubjetls  of  a  fcience, 
many  advantages  are  gained ;  and,  in  rriedicine,  it  is 
abfoluteljr  requifite  in  order  to  make  the  fame  progrefs 
as  in  the  others.  The  dwelling  on  particular  objedls, 
it  is  well  known,  makes  them  appear  in  a  very  different 
light  from  what  a  fuperficial  infpeclion  creates  j  and  the 
daily  obfervation  of  the  fame  fubjedl  leads  at  laft  to  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  its  nature,  which  can  never 
be  acquired  by  accidental  views  of  it.  In  dire£ling 
fuch  a  plan  of  medical  improvement,  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  feemed  to  open  a  proper  field  j  both  as  it  requires 
a  variety  of  knowledge  to  excel  in  its  pra£lice,  and  as 
the  profits  arifingfrom  the  purfults  of  it  are  fully  ade- 
quate to  reconcile  certain  pra£litioners  to  fuch  a  limi- 
ted exercife  of  their  profefllon.  It  was  from  thefe  mo- 
tives Mr  Plenck  of  Vienna  firft  delivered  a  diftin€t 
Courfe  of  ledlures  on  this  difeafe ;  and  he  has  publiflied 
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a  very  extenfive  fyllabus  of  it  under  the  title  of  Doarina 
de  Morbis  Venereis.  His  plan,  however,  is  confider- 
ably  different  from  the  prefent  one;  and,  in  the  view 
of  his  fubjea,  Mr  Plenek  has  included  almoft  every 
difeafe,  by  marking  the  venereal  virus  as  its  caufe; 
fo  that,  in  this  way,  no  juft  and  precife  idea  of  its 
nature  can  be  formed.  At  Paris,  alfo,  a  courfe  of 
the  fame  kind  is  regularly  continued  every  feafon  by 
Mr  Fabre;  and  in  London  Mr  John  Hunter  was 
the  firft  who  pointed  out  the  importance  of  fuch  a 
plan,  by  dweUing  in  a  particular  manner  on  this 
difeafe  in  the  courfe  of  ledures  he  delivers  on 
furgery. 

Put  though  we  thus  contend,  that  for  the  progrefa 
of  medicine  the  pradice  of  individuals  lliould  be  very 
much  limited,  we  would  by  no  means  wifh  it  inferred, 
that  the  preparatory  knowledge,  or  education  in  gene- 
ral, of  thofe  of  the  profefTion  fhould  be  contradled  in 
the  fame  degree.  Medicine  is  not  an  art;  it  is  a  fcience 
connected  with  many  others  ;  and  requiring,  for  a  pro- 
per knowledge  of  it,  an  acquaintance  witli  philofophy 
and  moft  branches  of  polite  literature.  Were  the  edu- 
cation, then,  to  be  confined  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  would  wifli  its  practice,  it  would  naturally  be 

giving 
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giving  room  foi'  empirlcifm  j  and  though  it  might  per- 
haps benefit  the  profeflion  in  feme  things  as  an  art,  it 
would  certainly  injure  it  materially  as  a  fcience.  Hence 
what  {hould  be  aimed  at,  is.  only  that,  after  a  general 
knowledge  of -his  profeflion,  every  praftitioner  fhould 
feleft  a  particular  part  of  it,  more  or  lefs  extenfive  as 
the  circumftances  of  his  fituation  will  allow,  for  his  fole 
purfuit.     Nay,  the  evident  necefTity  for  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  fcience,  before  this  particular  applica- 
tion to  one  branch,  will  be  eftabliflied  by  refledling  but 
a  little  on  the  prefent  fubjedl.    The  venereal  difeafe, 
in  certain  circumftances,  has  a  connexion,  with  a  great 
part  of  medicine.    Symptoms  arife  from  this  fource 
which  are  common  to  a  number  of  difeafes;  and  Mr 
Plenck,  on  this  account,  has  gone  fo  far  in  his  fyllabus 
as  to  note  under  this  caufe  moft  of  the  difeafes  to 
be  met  with  in  the  fyftems  of  nofology.  Befides, 
the  venereal  difeafe  attacks  perfons  under  particular 
circumftances,  with  which  it  is  necefiary  for  us  to 
be  acquainted.    Thus,  it  frequently  occurs  during 
pregnancy  ;    and  of  the  ftate  of  conftitution  at- 
tencfing  geftation  we  muft  therefore  be  properly  in- 
formed. 


In 
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In  tracing  the  hiftory  of  moft  difeafes,  certain  cir- 
cumftances  attend  their  origin  which  we  cannot  altoge- 
ther account  for.    This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in  the 
venereal  difeafe ;  and  its  appearance  in  Europe  is  per- 
haps the  moft  remarkable  sera  to  be  met  with  in  the 
annals  of  medicine.  From  its  very  firft  attack  it  became 
an  obje£l:  of  very  general  attention  j  and  though  it  has 
fliared  the  fame  in  every  age,  its  nature  is  ftill  lefs  un- 
derftood  than  that  of  moft  others  which  have  been  lefs 
attended  to.  .  This  perhaps  arofe  partly  from  the  early 
acquaintance  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  from  the  fuccefs 
of  which  praftitioners  foon  entertained  the  idea  of  this 
mineral  being  an  antidote  for  the  venereal  poifon  j 
while,  from  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  the 
number  of  its  victims,  its  treatment  becoming  a  pro- 
fitable employment,  intereft  foon  found  it  for  its  ad- 
vantage to  conceal  the  means  of  cure  ;  and  chemiftry 
then  beginning  to  be  in  vogue,  fupplied  it  with  the 
means  of  doing  this.    Thua. mercury  under  various 
forms,  which  eluded  dete£tiou  and  increafed  its  aiStivity, 
was  ufliered  into  the  world  under  the  name  of  different 
fpecifics  of  infallible  operation ;  and  while  phyficians 
every  where  elfe  difclaim  empiricifm  from  their  praQ- 
tice,  it  is  unluckily  continued  here  even  to  the  prefent 
day.    Baron  Van  Swieten  very  juftly  remarks,  that 
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little  truft  is  to  be  put  in  the  venders  of  fecrct  rehie- 
dies  ;  and.  the  fame  obfervation  may  be  applied  to  the 
ufe  of  every  medicine,  which  pra£litioners  have  digni^ 
fied  virith  the  name  of  Specific.  The  principles  on 
which  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  proceeds  have 
never  yet  been  properly  eftabliftied.  Under  certain 
circumftances  a  remedy  is  known  which  will  cure,  but 
this  remedy  is  found  even  frequently  to  fail ;  and  then, 
from  want  of  principles,  an  uncertainty  takes  place  witli 
regard  to  what  other  auxiliaries  may  be  called  in  to 
alFifl:  it.  Hence  the  number  of  different  medicines 
which  have  been  employed  for  the  relief  of  complaints 
fuppofed  incurable  by  mercury,  and  which  arofe  very 
much  from  their  not  attending  to  its  mode  of  a£lion 
and  the  ftate  of  the  fyftem  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
latter. 

From  this  circumltance  which  led  to  the  conceal- 
ment of  remedies  in  the  pra£lice  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, the  fafts  too  which  are  delivered  in  regard  to 
their  operation  are  highly  exaggerated;  and  of  the 
number  of  venereal  cafes  which  have  been  ufhered  into 
the  world  as  proofs  of  remarkable  cures,  perhaps  not 
one  half  of  the  circumftances  defcribed  there  are  to  be 
confidered  as  juft.    This,  however,  we  need  not  con- 
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fine  entirely  to  the  prefent  difeafe.  It  will  apply  to  the 
whole  of  medicine  ;  and  the  beft  proof  of  its  veracity 
is  the  conftant  fluauation  of  opinion  on  the  nature 
of  difeafes  which  every  age  difcovers,  and  which, 
were  the  fafls  whereon  they  are  founded  jufl,  could 
not  happen.  A  preconceived  opinion  mifleads  our 
judgment ;  and  theory  haftily  formed,  inflead  of  be- 
ing a  deduaion  [from  real  pradice,  is  too  often  its 
guide. 

The  intention,  then,  of  the  prefent  work  is  to  af- 
certain,  as  far  as  polEble,  the  principles  of  cure  in  this 
difeafe.  On  this  account  we  fhall  not  enter  very  fully 
into  its  hiftory.  This,  however,  is  done  fo  ably  by 
Mr  Hunter,  that  it  would  indeed  be  unneceflary.  We 
mean  not  by  it  to  enter  the  lifts  with  an  author  of  fuch 
eminence.  His  acutenefs  of  obfervation,  and  extenfive 
experience  in  the  prefent  complaints,  render  his  publi- 
cation a  moft  valuable  acquifition,  and  from  which 
praaitioners  in  general  will  derive  the  greateft  infor- 
mation. If,  however,  we  may  be  allowed  to  hazard 
our  fentiments,  Mr  Hunter's  work  feems  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  more  experienced  of  the  profeflion  than  for 
thofe  who  are  as  yet  ftudents. 
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In  the  perufal  of  the  prefent  work,  many  new  opL 
nions  will  be 'difcovered.  One  principle  we  fet  out 
with,  which  is,  the  connexion  between  all  difeafes 
from  a  fpecific  fource  and  this  we  confider  as  the 
cue  to  explain  the  principles  of  cure  in  the  confti- 
tutional  form  :  for  while  in  every  other  difeafe  we 
form  certain  indications  for  its  cure,  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe  few  writers  form  any  except  merely  how 
to  regulate  the  ufe  of  mercury.  Whatever  new  forms 
of  pra£lice  have  been  recommended  are  from  experi- 
ence of  their  fuccefs  ;  and  none,  we  hope,  will  con- 
demn them  without  a  fair  trial  of  their  efFedts.  As  the 
work  was  put  to  the  prefs  in  a  hurried  manner,  we 
flatter  ourfelves  the  inaccuracies  of  language  will  b» 
overlooked.  Elegance  is  not  aimed  at :  all  we  wifli  i^ 
to  be  uuderftood. 

The  plan  we  have  divided  into  four  principal  parts. 
The  firft  comprehends  the  efFe£t  of  the  virus  on  a 
mucous  furface  i  the  fecond,  on  furfaces  that  pafs 
into  ulceration  ;  the  third  comprehends  its  adtion  on 
glands  j  and  the  fourth,  on  the  conftitution  at  large. 
The  confequences  of  each  of  thefe  are  confidered 
in  their  natural  order  after  the  primary  difeafe.  On 
many  parts  of  the  fubjed,  it  will  be  obferved,.  we 
Q  have 
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have  not  been  fo  full  as  what  they  would  feem  to 
admit ;  and  particularly  on  the  management  of  the 
bougie,  and  on  fome  of  the  confequences  of  go- 
norrhoea:  but  Mr  Hunter  has  treated  them  in  fuch 
an  able  manner,  that  this  defe£l  is  abundantly  fqp- 
plied. 
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I. 

THE  Venereal  Difeafe  hardly  adm'ius  a 
general  definition.  It  is  neceffary, 
however,  to  attempt  one;  and  it  may  per- 
haps be  confidered  as  "  a  certain  cachectic 
llate  of  body,  difplayed  in  ulcerations 
of  particular  parts,  having  at  firfl:  a  red 
purplifh  appearance,  in  the  form  of  efflo- 
refcence ;  and  at  laft,  w^hen  afTuming  the 
proper  ulcerated  form,  emitting  a  peculiar 
greenifh-yellow  difcharge  ;  and  this  con- 
ftitutional  ftate  is  commonly  preceded  by 
various  topical  afi'edions  of  the  genital 
lyftem." 
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II. 

But  the  appearance  of  the  difcharge 
from  ulcerations  cannot  always  be  de- 
pended on  as  forming  a  certain  diagnoftic 
of  the  difeafe ;  and  in  order,  therefore,  to 
diftinguifh  in  the  prefent  cafe  their  fpecific 
nature,  our  opinion  is  determined  by  the 
eonfideration  of  three  circumftances,  which 
taken  together  afcertain  it.  Thefc  are, 

1.  The  previous  fituationof  the  patient. 

2.  The  prefent  fymptoms.  And, 

3.  The  effed  of  mercury,  or  other  me- 
dicines, in  the  cure. 

III. 

In  treating  this  difeafe,  various  methods 
have  been  purfued  by  different  authors. 
Some  confidering  it  firft  in  its  conftitu- 
tional  ftate,  and  thence  defcending  to  its 
various  topical  affedions ;  others  obfer- 
Ving  an:  oppofite  plan,  and  tracing  its  gra- 
dual progrefs  into  the  fyftem.  The  latter 
^Sr  preferable  I  or  profecuting  the  difeafe 

from 
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from  its  mofl  fimple  form  to  its  more 
complicated  ftate. 

IV. 

The  nature  of  the  venereal  virus,  like 
that  of  moft  poifons,  we  are  unacquainted 
with.  When  applied,  however,  to  the 
furface  of  the  body,  we  find  it  produce 
thofe  efFedls  which  conftitute  the  difFerenc 
forms  of  the  prefent  difeafe ;  and  in  order 
to  their  produdlion,  it  requires  to  be, 

1.  In  a  ftate  of  fluidity. 

2.  In  contadl  with  the  furface  it  affedls. 
And, 

3.  Applied  while  this  furface  is  in  ac- 
tion. 

V. 

With  refped  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  all, 
J)oifons,  we  obferve,  can  only  ad  in  a 
volatile  or  fluid  ftate.  In  the  former,  they 
produce  moft  commonly  particular  fpecies 
of  the  exanthemata;  in  the  latter,  of  the  ca- 
chexise.  And  though,  from  the  novelty 
©f  the  difeafe  at  firft,  the  contagion  of  this 
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malady  was  fuppofed  capable  of  being 
conveyed  by  the  atmofphere;  yet  it  is  now 
afcertained,  that  it  never  ads  but  in  the 
form  of  pus,  or  a  fecretion  of  a  fimilar 
appearance,  the  effedl  of  inflammation. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond^  or  its  being  in 
con  tad  with  the  furface  to  be  afFeded  by- 
it,  this  is  not  even  fufficient ;  for  in  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  where  expofure  to  infedion 
is  unavoidable  from  ileeping  in  the  fame 
bed,  the  difeafe,  from  the  moft  accurate 
obfcrvation,  has  never  been  known  to  take 
place. 

We  have,  therefore,  ventured  a'flep  far« 
tber,  and  alleged  a  ftate  of  adion  in  the 
furface  as  abfolutely  requifite  to  its  intro- 
dudion:  while,  in  order  to  explain  this, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that,  in  particular  fi- 
cuations,  the  lymphatics  do  not  always  ab- 
forb;  that  they  poflefs  certain  periods  of 
adion  ;  and  that,  when  thefe  periods  do 
not  occur,  they  are  in  fome  meafure  col- 
lapfed,  and  no  abforption  can  happen. 
It  is  always  fo  in  the  penis,  except  during 
eredion;  and  this  ftate^  therefore,  of  the 
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abforbents,  which  erection  produces,  we 
confider  as  highly  neceflary  to  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  virus,  or  producflion  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  it  is  re- 
marked by  Mr  Cruikfliank,  that  even  in 
the  appUcation  of  medicines  this  circum--!- 
fiance  requires  attention ;  for  he  has  oh- 
ferved,  that  in  the  evening,  where,  from 
a  collapfed  ftate  of  the  abforbents,  or  want 
of  difpofition  to  adl,  the  introdudlion  of 
fuch  fubftances  into  the  furface  could  not 
be  efFeded,  it  has  happened  with  the  greateft 
eafe  in  the  mojrning,  whei^  this  ftate  was 
removed. 

The  feveral  ways,  then,  in  which  the 
prefent  difeafe  is  received,  is  by  expofure 
of  the  furface  in  this  ftate,  either  in  coi^. 
tion,  kiffing,  fuckling,  or  the  treatment 
of  venereal  fores.  And  to  underftandfome>i- 
thing  of  its  general  adion  in  thefe  ways, 
at  is  proper  to  be  a  little  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  furfaces,  or  the  primary 
parts  on  which  its  operation  is  difplayed. 
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vir. 

Surfaces  may  bedivided  into  two  kinds, 
fecretingand  porous;  each  poffefTedof  a  dif- 
ferent organiration,  and  difplaying  different 
degrees  of  fenfibility,  which  influence  con- 
fiderably  the  adion  of  morbid  caufes  upon 
them.  The  former  is  covered  with  a 
thin  cuticle,  is  marked  by  a  confiderable 
acutenenefs  of  feeling,  and  forms  the  co- 
vering of  thofe  pafTages  that  lead  to  parti- 
cular organs.  It  is  always  diftinguiftied 
by  forming  a  fecretion,  the  quantity  of 
which  is  much  connedled  with  ics  degree 
of  fenfibility ;  and  the  variety  in  the  na- 
ture of  this  fecretion  occafions  its  being 
divided  into  two  fpecies,  according  to  the 
different  purpofes  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended ;  the  one  emitting  a  thin  exhalant 
difcharge,  ferving  as  a  ready  folvent  to 
fubftances  applied  to  it,  and  increafing  the 
power  of  their  action  on  the  part;  and  this 
fort  of  furface  we  term  aSeriferous  one:  the 
other,  poffeffed  of  a  more  glandular  ftrnc- 
mre,  and  difcharging,  on  the  contrary,  a 
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tKick  bland  mucus  to  defend  it  from  irri- 
tation, thus  counterading  its  natural  fen- 
fibility,  and  impeding  in  its  progrefs  the 
pafTage  of  any  noxious  matter  applied  to 
it ;  and  this  we  ftile  a  Mucous  Surface., 
The  porous  or  exhalant  furface,  again,  is 
^covered  with  the  common  ikin,  and  ad* 
mits  only  ah  infenlible  exfudgtion  from 
the  extremities  of  its  organifed  pores  ; 
while,  from  its  leflened  fenfibility,  it  is 
only  afFeded  by  circumftances  exciting  in 
it  a  ftate  favourable  to  abforption  (XI.) 

VIII. 

From  this  ftrudlure  the  fecreting  fur^ 
faces  are  mofl  favourable  for  the  receptioij 
pf  the  venereal  virus  ;  and  the  infedion  is 
commonly  received  in  them  either  by  kif- 
fing  or  coition. 

IX. 

In  kiffing,  it  afFeds  fomewhere  about 
the  lips  orja  feriferous  furface;  and  difplays 
itfelf,  when  introduced  in  this  way,  with 
greater  virulence  than  when  received  by 

P  4  ^  i>  y 


24 


any  other  mode  of  infecflion.  This  is  cont 
firmed  by  the  perufal  of  authors';  while  in 
fuch  cafes  it  generally  appears  very  quick- 
ly, and  proceeds  with  a  rapidity  almoft 
uncommon  to  the  difeafe  in  other  fitua- 
tions  to  its  conftitutional  ftage.    Dr  Swe- 
diauer  gives  one  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  kind,  in  the  cafe  of  a  young  lady, 
where  it  followed  the  tranfplanting  of  a 
tooth ;  and  it  was  attended  with  fuch  ob^ 
ftinacy  as  refiftcd  the  moft  powerful  ap* 
plications.    A  fimilar  example  is  likewife 
quoted  by  Mr  Cruikfliank ;  and  it  is  from 
this  circumftance  Mr  Hunter  has  remark- 
ed, without  attempting  to  explain  it,  that 
fome  fecreting  furfaces  are  more  fufcep- 
tible  of  receiving  the  infecfiion  than  others. 
It  is  in  this  way,  by  its  introdudion  thro' 
a  feriferous  furface,  that  many  authors 
have  fuppofed  the  miafma  of  fever  to  be 
conveyed,  the  faliva  proving  a  proper  fol- 
vent  favouring  its  adlion :  and  fo  much 
does  the  fecretion  of  this  furface  favour 
the  atflion  of  caufes  upon  it,  that  under 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  from  its  proving  fuch 
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a  ready  folvent  to  the  mineral,  and  of 
courfe  increafing  its  adivity  here,  ulcera- 
tions form  from  the  remedy  itfelf ;  and 
this  folvent  power  is  farther  confirmed  by 
the  experiments  of  Mr  Plenck.  Hence  the 
\jfe  of  the  falivary  fecretion  is  in  fome 
meafure  afcertained,  both  as  giving  a6li- 
vity  to  the  organ  of  tafte,  and  ferving  alfo 
in  fome  degree  to  the  digeftion  of  the  ali- 
ment. 

X. 

In  coition,  the  virus  is  depolited  on  a 
fecreting  furface  of  both  kinds,  i.  It  is 
depofited  on  a  feriferous  furface  when 
chancre  afFeds  the  prepuce  or  neighbour- 
ing parts ;  but  its  fenfibiUty  is  here  lefs 
than  in  the  former  fituation,  from  the 
fridlion  which  attends  the  ufe  of  thefe  parts 
blunting  its  natural  delicacy,  and  from  its 
fecretion  being  in  fuch  fmall  quantity  as 
to  have  little  effe6l|;  fo  that  in  time  it 
comes  to  approach  fomewhat  in  point  of 
infenfibility  to  the  porous  or  exhalant.  In 
young  fubjeds,  however,  on  a  firft  infec^ 
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tion,  chancre  here  frequently  proceeds 
^ith  a  rapidity  equal  to  the  former  (IX.) 

2.  Its  efFeds,  again,  on  a  mucous  fur- 
face,  or  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  are 
very  different  from  either  of  the  former 
(IX.  XL):  for,  in  confequence  of  the  irri- 
tation here,  merely  an  increafed  difcharge 
of  the  natural  fee retion  takes  place  j  which 
blunting  the  effedl  of  its  primary  adion, 
a  lefion  of  furface  is  thus  prevented,  as 
occurs  in  the  former  (XI.).  And  its  con- 
fequences  confift  for  the  mod  part  in  no- 
thing further  than  fimple  irritation :  as  a 
proof  of  which  we  find,  that  on  the  firfl: 
fenfations  of  its  adion  here,  by  the  ufe 
of  a  ilimulant  injedion,  occafioning  a  dif- 
charge of  mucus,  the  difeafe  is  frequently 
entirely  removed.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is 
not  to  be  concealed,  that  from  a  furface  of 
this  kind,  being  naturally  weak  on  any  ex- 
cefs  of  irritation,  it  is  liable  to  have  a  lefion 
of  it  produced,  or  to  go  into  ulceration ; 
and  even  where  it  is  ftrong,  if  the  fecretion 
of  matter  upon  it  is  long  continued,  it  may 
alfo  induce  the  fame  effea.  Hence  the  pro- 
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priety  of  preventing  the  long  continuance 
of  gonorrhoea,  a  pradlice  formerly  efteemed 
neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  its  cure. 

XI. 

The  porous  furface  receives  the  intro- 
du(5lion  of  the  virus  either  in  coition  or 
fuckling :  and  in  both  thefe  cafes,  that 
{late  of  the  abforbents  formerly  contended 
for  (V.)  is  remarkably  difplayed,  owing  to 
the  turgefcence  of  the  parts  in  order  to  the 
performance  of  their  fundlions;  while,  be- 
(ides  the  mere  application  of  the  virus  and 
even  excited  ftate  of  the  lymphatics  to  re- 
ceive it,  a  degree  of  fri(ftion  is  alfo  con- 
joined, which  tends  greatly  to  promote  the 
adion  of  the  virus,  and  increafe  the  fen- 
Ability  of  the  part.  ' 

XIL 

Hence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the 
operation  of  the  venereal  poifon  feems  to 
depend  on  the  ftrudlure  of  the  furface  re- 
ceiving it  being  mod  powerful  on  a  fcri- 
ferpus  or  the  infide  of  the  lips  5  lefs  fo  on  a 
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porous  or  the  common  fkin ;  and  leaft  of 
all  on  a  mucous  furface  or  the  urethra. 
And  to  account  for  this  fmall  tendency  to 
abforption,  which  the  depofition  of  the 
virus  in  the  urethra  difplays,  Mr  Hunter 
has  advanced,  that  all  fimple  inflamed  fur- 
faces  are  unfavourable  to  abforption,  while 
the  exulcerated,  on  the  contrary,  favour 
flrongly  its  operation, 

XIII. 

With  refpedl  to  the  introduction  of  the 
virus  during  the  treatment  of  venereal 
fores,  this  only  happens  where  an  abra- 
fion  of  the  fkin  or  accidental  wound  rakes 
place ;  a  prpof  alfo  of  the  ftate  of  adion 
in  the  abforbents,  formerly  contended  for 
(v.),  being  neceffary.  Such  accidents  ar« 
particularly  liable  to  occur  to  acfcoucheurs 
in  their  attendance  on  labour  where  theijr 
hands  are  much  expofed  to  receive  it:  And 
here,  of  courfc,  the  abforption  from  the 
fituation  of  the  lymphatics  is  conveyed  to 
enter  the  circulation  through  the  axillary 
glands.    Of  this  ^ode  of  infedlion  you 
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*!rill  meet  with  numerous  inflances  in  au- 
thors. 

XIV. 

Another  mode  commonly  enumera* 
ted  by  moft  writers  on  the  fubjedl  is  that 
by  generation ;  but  it  comes  more  properly 
to  be  confidered  in  the  fequel. 

XV. 

These,  then,  are  the  feveral  circumllan- 
ces,  enumerated  from  IV.  to  XiV.  which 
influence  the  introdudion  of  the  venereal 
jVirus.  And  from  the  adlion  it  always  dif- 
plays  on  furfaces  both  in  its  local  and 
conflitutional  flage^  different  theories  have 
been  formed  to  explain  its  feat  and  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  peculiarity  it  difcovers. 

XVI. 

One  of  the  moft  celebrated  Theories  on 
this  head  was  that  of  Dr  Boerhaave,  who 
referred  the  feat  of  it  to  the  Adipofe  fub- 
ftance  being  involved,  he  fuppofed,  in  that 
oily  fluid  with  which  that  part  of  the  hu- 
man 
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man  ftrudure  abounds.    The  late  irh*- 
provements  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem  were 
then  unknown;   and  confequently  the 
theory  of  difeafes  of  this  nature  muft  have 
been  very  lame.    To  fupport  his  theoryj 
•which  was  attacked  by  Dr  Aftruc,  Boer- 
haave  was  under  the  neceffity  of  extend- 
ing his  idea  of  the  adipofe  fubftance,  and 
to  fuppofe  it  continued  over  parts  where 
it  really  had  no  exiftence :  for  Dr  Afirue 
remarked,  that  the  primary  adion  of  the 
venereal  virus  is  generally  on  parts  where 
no  adipofe  fubftance  is  obfervablc;  and  if 
this  were  the  cafe,  as  Boerhaave  alleges, 
thofe  in  whom  there  prevails  the  greateft 
quantity  of  adipofe  fubftance  fhould  be 
moft  liable  to  the  attack  of  the  difeafe. 
But  it  is  a  remark  of  pra(5lical  writers,  that 
the  fatteft  people,  on  the  contrary,  are  leaft 
liable  to  this  infedlion  5  and  womeUj  too, 
who  are  generally,  from  the  nature  of  their 
conftitution,  more  inclined  to  obefity  than 
men,  are  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  attacks ;  and 
it  ufually  difplays  itfelf,  when  they  receive 
it,  with  a  greater  degree  of  mildnefs.  Be- 
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fides,  the  pathology  to  whicli  Boerhaave's 
theory  leads  is  highly  reprehenfible;  as  the 
mode  of  pradlice  with  him  confifted  in  its 
conftitutional  ftage  in  a  total  difTolution  of 
every  particle  of  the  animal  fat,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  moft  extreme  debility,  hardly 
to  be  recovered ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  patient  frequently  funk  under  the  ufe 
of  his  remedies. 

XVII. 

A  LATER  theory  than  Dr  Boerhaave's 
■was  one  which  referred  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  very  juftly,  to  the  mucous  and  lym- 
phatic fyftemsj^and  that  from  its  attra(51ion 
for  thefe  particular  fluids.  That  it  afFe<5ls 
only  thefe  fluids,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  5 
and  that  the  different  fecretions,  nay  the 
blood  itfelf,  contrary  to  common  theory, 
remains  uncontaminated.  It  has  been 
often  alleged,  that  the  milk  communicates 
the  difeafe.  This,  however,  we  would 
deny,  unlefs  a  laefion  of  fome  portion  of 
the  furface  of  the  nipple  fecreting  that  pus, 
in  which  the  difeafe  appears  always  invol- 
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ved^  takes  place.  Even  the  fweat  feemfe 
free  from  it ;  and,  like  the  other  natural 
fecretions,  will  not  contaminate.  Acci- 
dents have  alfo  jfhown,  that  the  venereal 
virus  is  a  matter  incapable  of  digeftionj 
that  is,  that  v^rhen  taken  into  the  ftomach^ 
it  has  produced  none  of  its  fpecific  effeds. 
The  acStion,  however,  of  the  venereal  virus 
on  the  mucous  and  lymphatic  fyftems  we 
cannot  refer  to  any  particular  attradlion. 
It  depends  on  certain  laws  of  the  animal 
ceconomy,  which  dlre(5l  the  paflage  of 
noxious  caufes  to  this  part.  Affinities  do 
not  apply  to  an  animared  body;  it  is  only 
dead  matter  that  is  fubjeded  to  chemical 
laws. 

xviir. 

We  have  thus  confidered  the  different 
circumftances  which  favour  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  virus  into  parts ;  and  the  ap- 
pearances it  difplays  there,  after  irs  intro- 
dudlion  is  accompliihed,  merit  next  our 
attenrioa. 
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XIX. 

The  fir  ft  effeds  of  it  to  be  remarked 
are  icchlnefs ;  then  a  change  of  this  to  a 
degree  of  pain,  with  the  other  interme- 
diate fenfations  which  arife  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  irritation.  Some  fmall  tendency 
to  inflammatipn  then  appears ;  and  the 
termination  of  this  is  marked  by  an  alte- 
ration in  the  ftrudture  of  the  part,  chan- 
ging the  nature  of  the  fluid  it  contains  to 
that  of  the  original  caufe  producing  this 
Hate. 

XX. 

From  thefe  fymptoms,  then,  we  infer, 
that  the  nervous  power  or  energy  of  the 
part  receives  fome  peculiar  alteration  ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  a  fecretion  connec- 
ted with  ^the  ftate  of  the  living  principle 
in  the  part  is  formed.  The  ftate  of  the 
fluid  itfelf  has  been  the  chief  circumftance 
attended  to  in  attempting  its  explanation; 
and  the  peculiarity  it  hereby  acquires^ 
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termed  AfTimilation,  has  been  attributed 
to  a  certain  fpecies  of  fermentation,  or  in- 
teftinc  motion  of  the  fluids  themfelvcs. 
This  Idea,  firfl:  fuggefted  by  the  Arabians, 
was  extended  to  explain  the  pathology  of 
every  difeafe;  and  the  theory  of  medicine, 
while  the  caufe  of  morbific  matter  pre- 
vailed, was  for  long  founded  on  this  prin- 
ciple.   As  no  proof,  however,  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  this  morbific  matter  in  the  greater 
number  of  difeafes  could  be  brought,  fo 
our-  knowledge  in  phyfiology  becoming 
tnore  perfed,  this  idea  gradually  loft 
ground ;  and  though  rejeded  from  the 
greater  number  of  difeafes,  it  ftill  retains 
a  place  in  thofe  which  owe  their  origin  to 
a  fpecific  virus.  It  is  even  ufed  fo  lately  as 
by  Dr  Swediauer.  But  the  idea  it  conveys 
18  highly  improper  5  as  fermentation  is  a 
procefs  carried  on  by  mere  fluids,  and  alfo 
an  operation  of  inanimate  matter;  while 
the  caufes  applied  to  the  body  can' only 
a6l  on  the  fenfible  fibres  of  the  part,  and 
excite  no  farther  adion  but  in  confequence 
of  their  cfled  here.    Hence  we  find,  that 
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li  is  not  the  quantity  of  matter  which  oc- 
cafions  the  degfee  of  this  alteration,  but 
the  ftate  of  the  fenfible  fibre  to  be  influ- 
fenced  by  its  adion:  and  hence  that  variety 
it  difplays  in  different  conftitutions  ;  for 
it  is  obferved,  that  from  the  fame  woman 
different  men  will  have  the  difeafe  with 
different  degrees  of  violencev 

XXt. 

In  what  this  change  producing  affimi- 
lation  confifts,  is  a  matter  of  much  dif- 
ficulty to  explain.  Bat  though  we  can- 
not afcertain  the  fpecific  ft^te,  we  can  yet 
mark  the  particular  phenomena  with 
which  ic  feems  conneded.-^-* — Thefe  we 
find  to  bC) 

1.  An  increafed  determination  to  the 
part. 

2.  An  extravafation  of  its  fluids.  And, 

3.  Their  retention. 

XXII. 

The  firft  effcd  of  the  adiion  of  all  bo^ 
dies  on  the  nervous  fyftem,  is  an  increafed 
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determination  to  that  part  primarily  recei- 
ving the  impreffionj  and  this  from  the 
mutual  connedlion  which  takes  place  be- 
tween the  blood- veflfels  and  nerves,  and 
which  occafion  their  obferving  always  the 
fame  rout.  Hence  the  veflels  are  to  be 
confidered  as  the  great  agents  of  the  oeco- 
nomy  in  producing  alterations ;  and  by 
the  veffels  and  nerves  thus  obferving  the 
fame  courfe,  the  fenfibility  of  the  latter  is 
increafed  to  that  degree  as  may  enable 
them  to  throw  off  thte  morbid  caufe  or  re- 
fill the  impreffion  made. 

XXIII. 

Where,  from  the  ftrudure  of  the  parr, 
the  increafed  determination  mentioned  in 
XXII.  poffeffes  a  natural  outlet,  or  the  part 
performs  a  particular  excretion,  the  accu- 
mulation is  difcharged  in  this  way ;  but 
where  no  natural  outlet  of  this  kind  occurs, 
or  where,  from  the  delicacy  of  the  veffels, 
they  are  unable  to  refift  the  violence  of 
their  impulfe,  in  confequence  of  the  too 
powerful  aaion  of  the  morbid  caufe,  ex- 

travation 
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travafation  enfues,  or  the  depofition  of  pare 
of  them  into  the  cellular  membrane. 

XXIV. 

Wherever  fluids  are  extra vafated 
(XXIIl.),  they  are  no  longer  affeded  by 
the  vital  principle  of  the  part.  They  are 
iubje<5ted  then  to  the  fame  laws  with  in- 
animate matter;  and  a  new  change  is  then 
produced,  the  effed  merely  of  heat  and 
retention.  This  change  is  what  conftitutes 
properly  fermentation,  and  producjes  a  pe- 
culiar acrimony  or  fuperadded  fiate,  erod- 
ing the  teguments  of  the  part;  and  which 
in  its  various  degrees  has  been  named  Pus, 
Ichor,  &c.  But  this  ftate  we  confider  only, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  an  additional  cir- 
cumftance ;  and  it  is  the  prior  one  which 
diftinguifhes  more  efpecially  the  adion  of 
a  fpecific  morbid  caufe.  In  the  acute  poi- 
fons,  this  laft  procefs  does  not  feem  necef- 
fary  to  the  adion  of  the  virus:  for  the 
clear  lymph  of  fmall-pox  is  found  to  fuc- 
ceed  beft  in  inoculation;  and  there  are 
many  inftances  of  this  difeafe  without  even 
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puftules  being  formed.  In  the  lues  vene^ 
rea,  in  order  to  render  the  virus  capable  of 
its  peculiar  acflion,  this  fecond  change  i& 
for  the  moll  part  required ;  and  hence  we 
£nd  it  always  combined  with  pus  or  a  fluid 
of  a  {imilar  nature,  the  effc(5l  of  extra- 
vafation  and  retention ;  and  its  adlion, 
therefore,  may  be  defined.  The  produ(5liori 
of  that  ftate  which  gives  occalion  to  th« 
formation  of  pus. 

XXV.. 

But  the  effedls  of  poifons  in  the  inflam- 
mations they  produce,  are  not  confined  to 
the  Ample  fpot  receiving  the  virus,  and 
where  the  portion  of  aflimilated  fluid  is 
accumulated.    If  violent,  their  influence 
is  more  extenflve,  and  reaches  to  thofe 
parts  with  w^hich  they  are  connedled ;  and 
thus  a  new  fpecies  of  inflammation  is  pro- 
duced, termed  Sympathetic.    This  arifes 
more  generally  from  the  adlion  of  poifons 
tjhan  any  other  caufes  of  difeafe;  and  is 
more  efpecially  detected  in  neighbouring 
glands,  a,s  from  their  enlargement  it  >s 

move 
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more  apparent.  It  is  often,  however,  dif- 
ficult to  determine  whether  it  proceeds  from 
this  caufe,  or  a  real  abforption  has  taken 
place.  The  fwelling  arifmg  from  it  is  ge- 
nerally marked  by  a  foftnefs,  a  flowncfs  of 
progrefs,  and  a  flight  fenfation  of  pain  in 
proportion  to  its  fize.  It  requires  com- 
monly no  particular  treatment,  unlefs  very 
violent,  when  the  fimple  means  of  obviat- 
ing common  inflammation  fucceed ;  but 
more  ufually  it  departs  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days,  as  foon  as  the  more  violentifymp- 
toms  of  irritation  in  the  part  producing  ic 
abate.  This  fympathetic  inflammation 
feems  an  increafe  of  the  powers  of  the  part 
aroufed,  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
difeafe.  Hence  Mr  Hunter  has  obferved, 
that  fuch  inflammations  prevent  the  ten^ 
dency  to  abforption.  As  it  is  difiicult, 
however,  in  moll  cafes  depending  on  the 
adlion  of  poifons,  to  afcertain  whether  the 
inflammation  is  fpecific  or  merely  fympa- 
thetic, and  as  we  are  afraid  of  the  former 
taking  place,  in  our  management  we  are 
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generally  direaed  by  the  confideration  only 
of  the  fpecific  caufe» 

XXVI. 

From  a  review  of  thefe  efFe(5ls  attending 
the  allien  of  the  venereal  virus,  different 
attempts  have  been  made  by  phyficians  to 
explain  fomething  of  its  nature.  The  true 
appearance  of  mod  animal  poifons  we  are 
unacquainted  with;  being,  as  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  for  the  mofl  part  involved  in  an  ex- 
traneous matter,  the  effe(fb  of  their  adlion. 
From  the  period  of  the  appearance  of  theve- 
nereal  difeafe  coinciding  with  the  chemical 
,sera,  it  was  generally  referred  to  fome  of  the 
clafles  of  bodies  which  form  the  fubjedl  of 
this  fcience.  The  manner  of  its  a(5lion  na- 
turally placed  it  among'the  falts;  but  whe- 
ther it  was  of  an  acid  or  alkaline  nature, 
became  matter  of  difpute.  Aftruc  confi- 
ders  it  as  an  acid  ;  being,  he  fays,  inflam- 
matory and  corrofive.  Cockburn  goes 
fome  lengths  to  fupport  this  opinion,  by 
obferving,  that  it  changes  vegetable  blue 
colours  into  red^  and  fome  phyficians  have 
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endeavoured  to  confirm  it  ftill  farther,  by 
the  nature  of  the  remedies  employed  in  its 
cure,  which,  they  obferved,  was  efFeaed 
by  alkaUne  falts  and  mercury,  a  mineral 
having  a  ftrong  tendency  to  abforb  acids. 
Others,  again,  tave  fuppofed  it  a  Hxivian 
alkali:  and  in  fupport  of  it  they  remark, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  cured  by  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  the  adivity  of  which  de- 
pends on  an  acid.  By  many  it  has  been 
confidered  as  depending  on  the  exiftence 
of  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  animalcules,  which 
they  have  termed  Venereal.  This  theory, 
fome  years  ago,  gained  ground  in  many 
parts  of  Italy  and  France;  being  fupported 
by  Redi  in  his  experiments  to  afcertain  the 
nature  of  the  itch.  But  this  is  to  be  con- 
,  iidered  in  fomc  meafure  as  an  optical  de- 
ception: for  all  the  fluids  in  the  body  dif- 
cover  on  examination  the  fame  appearance; 
and  the  venereal  pus  fubje(5led  to  the  mi- 
crofcope  fhows  no  fenfible  difference  from 
any  other :  fo  that  all  difeafes,  without 
fome  other  difcriminating  circumflancc 

marking 
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marking  the  peculiarity  of  their  adion, 
might  be  referred  to  the  fame  caufe. 

XXVII. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations,  then, 
the  fpecific  nature  of  the  ^^enereal  virus  re- 
mains ftill  unknown :  but  its  adion  feems 
to  depend  on  the  flate  of  furface  to  which 
it  is  applied;  and  in  this  there  is  often  fomc 
peculiarity.  Nay,  Mr  Cruikfhahk  has  re- 
marked, he  can  fuppofe  a  fituation  in]  which 
the  flate  of  furfaces  is  reverfed,  or  in  which 
the  internal  abforbents,  contrary  to  what 
is  commonly  the  cafe,  are  lefs  adive  than 
the  external.  But  this  is  not  mere  fuppo- 
fition ;  it  frequently  occurs  in  pradice  j 
and  fuch  conftitutions  are  hardly  to  be 
affeded  by  the  moft  powerful  internal  re- 
medies, while  external  applications  very 
quickly  perform  a  cure.  Some  conftitu- 
tions we  find  alfo  difcover  even  a  ftill  greater 
peculiarity,  being  incapable  of  receiving 
the  difeafe  at  all  ;  and  on  what  this  de- 
pends, we  cannot  explain;  while  there  are 
many  who,  on  the  contrary,  though  not 
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liable  to  be  affeaed  by  other  irritationSj  are 
yet  eafily  afFcdled  by  this. 

XXVIIL 

The  difFerent  fituations  and  progrefs  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  has  rendered  a  very 
common  divifion  of  it  to  be  made  into  its 
Local  and  Conftitutional  ftage.  In  the  firll:, 
it  difplays  in  almofl:  every  conftitution  a 
greater  degree  of  virulence  and  a  more  ra* 
pid  progrefs  of  its  fymptoms,  afluming  the 
form  of  acute  difeafe.  In  the  fecond, 
from  its  previous  fecretion  in  glands,  or, 
what  is  fomething  fimilar,  its  prefence  for 
fome  time  in  the  general  circulation,  it 
acquires  a  greater  mildnefs,  and  lefs  power 
of  irritation,  partaking  of  the  nature  of 
chronic  difeafe, 

XXIX. 

,  In  thefe  different  dates,  the  feveral  ve- 
nereal affedions  are  always  to  be  confidered 
in  fome  degree  as  independent  of  each 
other,  and  as  in  no  way  conneded  in  their 
€ure.   Thus  gonorrhoea  may  be  removed 

without 
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■without  afFedling  chancre, — lues  without 
gonorrhoea,  8cc. ;  and  hence  the  neceffity 
for  regarding  them  as  feparate  difeafes, 

XXX. 

In  particular  fituations,  the  local  effedls 
alfo  of  the  venereal  virus  are  fo  trifling  as 
to  be  hardly  obferved.  Hence  wc  find, 
among  writers  of  the  firft  authority,  an 
opinion  prevail,  that  the  poifon  may  enter 
the  body  and  produce  lues  without  any 
primary  effedl.  Whether  this  is  adlually 
the  cafe,  we  cannot  abfolutely  determine : 
but  it  is  obferved,  that  moifture  tends 
greatly  to  diminifh  the  fenfibility  of  fur- 
face  ;  and  that  in  thofe  fituations  where 
much  moift  cold  weather  prevails,  its 
local  effe(5ls  are  lefs  confiderable.  In  fuch 
fituations,  the  conflitutional  infedion  is 
more  frequently  met  with ;  and  it  was  in 
this  ftate  of  weather  the  difeafe  made  its 
firft  appearance  at  Naples ;  that  feafon  be- 
ing remarked  for  excefiive  rains  and  hazy 
weather,  which  produced  famine  through 
moft  parts  of  Italy:  For  the  air,  independ- 
ent 
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ent  of  the  matters  diffafed  in  it,  has  itfelf 
a  fenfible  influence  on  the  body,  particu- 
larly on  the  furface  or  ftate  of  the  lym- 
phatic fyftem.  Hence  we  obferve  it  ac- 
quire at  certain  periods  a  peculiar  difpofi- 
tion,  in  confcquence  of  which  the  in- 
fluenza is  known  to  appear.  Wherever, 
then,  the  venereal  virus  enters  the  fyftem 
in  fuch  a  flight  or  even  imperceptible 
way,  it  difcovers  more  virulence  in  its 
conftitutional  fl:age,  than  where  its  eflTeds 
are  blunted  by  being  fome  time  confined 
in  its  primary  action  to  the  genital  parts. 
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XXXL 

THE  primary  efFecl  of  the  venereal 
virus  on  a  mucous  furface  v^^e  men- 
tioned as  occafioning  merely  an  increafe 
of  its  natural  fccretion  in  a  morbid  ftate ; 
and  the  mucous  furface  on  which  it  is  moft 
commonly  depofited  in  the  male,  from  the 
mode  of  receiving  infedlion,  is  the  ure- 
thra; the  affedlion  of  which  is  termed 
Gonorrhoea. 

XXXII, 
I.  In  the  male, 

The  fymptoms  of  this  complaint,  as 
ufually  defcribed  by  authors,  are  very 
numerous ;  but  there  is  no  occafion  for 
entering  into  their  number  or  variety  as  a 
2  gviidc 
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guide  in  praaice.  Ic  is  only  thofe  that, 
according  to  their  degree,  point  out  the 
prefence  and  ftateof  the  difeafe;  and  which 
are  to  be  confidered,  therefore,  as  leading 
ones  that  merit  our  attention.  Thefc  may- 
be reduced  to  the  difcharge,  heat  of  urine, 
and  cordee. 

XXXIII. 

The  difcharge  appears  at  fir  ft  thin  and 
Ivmphatic ;  being  little  altered,  except  ia 
its  quantity,  from  the  natural  ftate.  As 
the  inflammation  increafes,  it  foon  aflTumes 
a  yellow  or  greenifli  colour,  flowing  con- 
ftantly  from  its  orifice.  When  continu- 
ing a  certain  time  in  this  fl:ate,  it  then  ac- 
quires a  more  ropy  and  bland  appearance ; 
at  laft  changing  to  a  difcharge  of  clear 
lymph,  as  at  firft,  and  at  the  fame  time 
gradually  Icflfening  in  quantity. 

The  heat  of  urine  is  feldom  felt  for  fome 
time  after  the  appearance  of  the  former 
fymptom.  It  is,  however,  much  com- 
plained of,  when  the  difeafe  is  once  fully 
formed  j  and  renders  the  patient  afraid  to 

void 
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void  the  difcharge.  When  firfl:  beginmng-, 
it  is  felt  near  the  orifice  of  the  urethra ; 
with  time,  it  gradually  extends  upwards, 
becoming  more  difFufed ;  and  the  pain 
from  it  is  felt  particularly  acute,  imme- 
diately after  cmiilion. 

The  cordee,  the  laft  fyraptom,  confifttJ 
in  a  tightnefs  or  curvature  of  the  penis  at 
its  under  part,  which  is  felt  particularly 
painful  on  ere(5lion ;  and  depends  on  an 
extravafation  of  coagulable  lymph  into  the 
cells  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  of  the  ure- 
thra, which  uniting  them  occafions  a 
tliickening  of  this  part,  and  thus  deftroys 
the  equal  diftenfibility  of  the  penis. 

XXXIV. 

From  a  confideration,  then,  of  thefe 
fymptoms,  defcribed  XXXllI.  it  comes  to 
be  inferred,  that  gonorrhoea  confifts  in  an 
inflammation  of  the  internal  furface  <5f 
the  urethra;  but  this  inflammation  is  fre- 
quently fo  flight  as  to  conftitutc  little  more 
than  the  phlogofis  of  authors.  The  pecu- 
liarity, alio,  that  marks  this  inflammation 
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here,  is  a  certain  circumfcribed  power 
which  the  adion  of  the  virus  as  fpecific 
difplays,  being  confined  generally  to  that 
part  of  the  furface  originally  receiving  it; 
though  from  tKe  ftruaure  of  the  urethra 
and  its  natural  fenfibility,  its  cfFeds  are  ^x- 
l6nded  in  confequence  of  fympathy ;  and 
thus  the  whole  member,  and  even  the  con- 
tiguous parts,  are  brought  frequently  into 
a  morbid  flace. 

XXXV. 

^  The  part  of  the  furface  originally  re- 
ceiving the  virus  on  its  depolition  in  the 
urethra,  and  which  continues  therefore 
primarily  aiTedled  during  the  whole  period 
of  its  adlion,  we  find  to  be  the  mucous 
glands;  and  that  they  form  the  principal 
ieat  of  the  difeafe^  we  have  reafon  to  con- 
elude, 

1.  From  thefe  glands  pofTeffing  every 
where  greater  irritability  than  the  conti- 
guous furface. 

2.  From  a  certain  attachment  the  virus 
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difplays  to  involve  itfelf  in  this  or  a  fimilar 
fecreted  matter. 

3.  From  its  being  fomctimes  wafhcd  ofF 
by  the  urine  ;  which  Ihows  it  originally, 
when  depoficed,  involved  in  this  fluid. 
A%d, 

4.  From  the  mucous  glands  being  par- 
ticularly large  near  the  glans;  from  which 
part,  commonly  within  an  inch  and  a  half 
of  the  orifice,  the  firft  fymptoms  of  pain 
and  difcharge  proceed. 

XXXVI. 

As  the  mucous  glands,  then,  form  the 
feat  of  gonnorhoea,  with  a  view  to  the 
pradlice  of  this  difeafe  in  defcribing  the 
ftrudlure  of  the  urethra,  it  is  properly  di- 
vided into  two  parts  ;  the  firft,  extending 
from  the  external  orifice  to  the  bulb,  where 
the  fpecific  adion  of  the  virus  is  commonly 
difplayed,  the  mucous  glands  being  here 
mofti  numerous ;  the  fecond,  extending 
from  the  bulb  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
being  the  feat  of  the  different  fyrapathetic 
sfFcc^ions  which  arife  in  the  progrefs  of 

the 
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the  difeafe,  or  continue  as  confequences  of 
the  former  morbid  atflion  of  thefe  parts. 

But  in  order  to  eftabiifli  with  more  cer- 
tainty this  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  it  may  be  proper  to  review  the 
different  theories  which  have  prevailed  oa 
the  fubje<^. 

XXXVII. 

The  firfl:  theory  entertained  on  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe  waSj  that  the  high- 
er parts  of  the  urethra  were  alone  da- 
table of  furnifhing  fach  a  difcharge ;  and 
as  the  fluids  of  all  thefe  parts,  on  their 
emiffion,  pretty  much  refemble  each  other j, 
the  proflates,  veficulas  femlnales,  Cowper^s 
glands,  &c.  were,  according  to  the  parti- 
cular fcntiments  of  each  author,  pdnfidered 
as  primarily  affe^led  in  this  difeafe.  Many 
unfurniountable  objediions,  however,  op- 
pofed  filch  an  bpiniori.  For,  firftj  thefe 
jparts  are  too  remote  to  fuppofe  the  conta- 
gious matter  can  have  operated  thcre^in 
fuch  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  as  commonly 

D  2-  intervenes 


OF  GONORRHOEA » 


intervenes  between  the  reception  of  the 
virus  and  the  appearance  of  the  difcharge, 

2.  No  difcharge  can  take  place  con- 
ftantly  from  thefe  parts,  as  is  the  eafe 
in  gonorrhoea,  without  one  of  two  cir- 
cumftances  ;  either  an  erofion,  which  can 
only  happen  after  a  long  continuance  of 
previous  inflammation,  and  would  be  like- 
wife  here  incurable;  or  elfe  an  eredion, 
which  only  occurs  at  certain  times,  at 
which  alone  the  difcharge  is  alfo  pro- 
duced. 

3.  The  mode  of  cure  by  injedions  over- 
turns this  idea  :  for  by  them,  we  know, 
the  difcharge  can  be  entirely  reftrained ; 
which  could  not  be  the  cafe  were  the  dif^ 
cafe  in  that  fituation;  as  they  can  only  slSl 
on  the  penis,  and  are  prevented  by  the 
ftrudlure  of  the  parts  from  reaching  the 
veficultcfeminales^  or  near  the  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

4.  The  proflates  arc  wanting  in  ma- 
ny animals,  as  in  dogs,  which  are  fub- 
je(^  to  a  difcharge  of  the  fame  appearance 

from 
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from  the  penis  as  the  gonorrhoea  in  men. 
And, 

5.  Adual  difTeaion  has  fhown  thcfe 
parts  unafFecled.by  the  difeafe. 

xxxviir. 

The  firfl,  then,  who  ventured  to  fuggefl 
this  opinion  of  the  mucous  glands  being 
principally  the  feat  of  the  prefent  com- 
plaint, was  Dr  Cockburn,  who  wrote  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century :  and  to 
this  opinion  he  was  led  by  obfervation  of 
the  difference  that  takes  place  in  the  quan- 
tity of  fecretion  from  parts  in  a  healthy 
and  morbid  flate ;  as  in  the  latter  the  mu- 
cous glands  were  capable  of  furnifhing  a 
fufEcient  difcharge,  while  the  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  could  only.be  explained  by 
the  evacuation  proceeding  from  fuch  a 
fource,  and  by  their  being  mod  readily 
expofed  from  their  fituation  to  the  actioa 
of  the  virus. 

XXXIX. 

Th  OUGH,  from  thefe  proofs  advanced 
XXXVII.  it  is  naturally  inferred,  that, 
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the  difcharge  at  lead,  the  principal  fymp- 
torn  of  the  difeafe,  is  from  the  mucous 
glands  ;  yet  a  queftion  here  cannot  be 
?ivoided,  Whether  they  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  alone  as  the  feat  of  it,  or  whether 
the  difcharge  is  merely  a  natural  effect 
of  their  peculiar  flrudure ;  the  mucous 
glands  being  not  more  afFe{5ted  than  the 
other  parts  of  the  reticular  membrane, 
and  intended  to  wafli  off  the  irritating 
caufe  in  the  fame  way  as  irritation  of 
the  eye,  nofe,  and  other  organs,  produces 
an  increafe  of  their  feveral  fecretions  to 
remove  it?  To  determine  this,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  the  venereal  virus  feems  to 
have  a  particular  attracflion  for  the  mu- 
cous glands;  that  it  always  appears  invol- 
ved in  a  matter  of  this  kind ;  and  that 
poifons,  ^in  general,  pofTefs  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  afFe<5l  certain  parts  of  the  fyftem 
in  preference  to  others.  Thus  the  meafles 
have  a  particular  determination  to  the 
lungs,  cancer  to  particular  glands,  8cc. 
Hence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  thefc 
glands  are  really  the  primary  feat. of  the 

infe6^iQn. 


OF  GONORRHOEA.  55 


infeclion,  though  the  latter  poffeffes  a 
power  of  extending  itfelf  farther  with  time, 
and  working  its  way  by  flow  degrees  deeper 
into  the  urethra ;  fo  that  the  reticular 
membrane  com.es  to  be  afFeded,  and  the 
inflammation  of  it  to  take  place,  according 
to  the  extent  of  which  exciting  the  a<5lion 
of  the  higher  parts,  the  different  fymptoms 
that  mark  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  arife. 

XL. 

But  many  'authors,  not  content  with 
an  altered  fecretion  of  the  mucous  glands 
being  fufBcient  to  produce  the  difeafe, 
have  ftill  fuppofed,  that  in  order  [to  ac- 
count fatisfa<Slorily  for  the  fymptoms  added 
to  this  ftate,  an  ulceration  of  fome  portion 
of  the  urethra  became  alfo  necefTary  :  and 
in  this  they  feemcd  confirmed  by  fome  ap- 
pearances on  diffedion,  where  the  difeafe 
had  been  long  continued;  and  alfo  by  the 
difeafe  being  confined  more  particularly 
to  one  fpot,  feldom  extending  itfelf  farther 
from  the  peculiar  circumfcribed  adion  ic 
always  difplays.    This  opinion,  however, 
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is  by  no  means  well  founded;  and  though 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  ulceration  of  a 
part  may  happen,  yet  it  is  neither  a  fre- 
quent occurrence,  nor  is  it  to  be  confider^ 
ed,  as  many  have  done,  effentially  conr 
neded  with  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Nay, 
the  very  fymptoms  oppofe  fuch  an  idea  i 
for,  I .  The  fudden  floppage  of  gonorrhoea, 
in  a  number  of  cafes,  is  a  proof  that  no  ulr 
ceration  has  taken  place ;  as  the  difcharge, 
had  that  been  the  cafe,  would  have  only 
lefTened  in  a  gradual  way.  2.  In  co- 
ryza,  which  is  an  affe(51:ion  of  a  fimilar 
furface,  we  find  no  ulceration  occur;  and, 
according  to  the  obfervations  of  Mr  Hun- 
ter, pus,  we  know,  can  be  formed  without 
a  breach  of  folid.  3.  The  confequence  of 
gonorrhcea,  did  ulceration  happen,  would 
in  every  inftance  be  the  production  of  pox; 
as  the  abforption  by  this  lefion  pf  the  part, 
on  account  of  the  greater  irritability  of 
furface  here,  would  be  even  more  confi- 
derable  than  that  from  chancre.  4.  The 
proof  commonly  alleged,  and  confirmed 
by  the  difTeflions  of  Morgagni,  of  the  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  cf  excrefcenccs  in  the  urethrae  of 
thofe  who  have  died  of  this  difeafe,  when 
attended  to,  by  no  means  eftabliflies  con- 
clufively  fuch  a  fad  as  the  alteration  of  a 
mucous  gland  in  confequence  of  inflam-^ 
mation ;  arid  its  enlargement  may  occa- 
fion  its"  fifing  into  an  excrefcence  without 
any  breach  of  folid,  in  the  fame  way  as 
-warts  and  polypi  appear  in  different  parts 
cf  the  body.  Nay,  even  thofe  who  fup- 
port  mod  ftrenuoufly  this  dodrine,  from 
the  fmall  number  of  proofs  which  even 
diifedlions  afford,  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cefHty  of  alleging,  that,  from  the  fituation 
of  thefe  ulcers,  fomediing  peculiar  in  their 
nature  might  take  place,  by  which  ho  ap- 
pearance of  fear  remained;  and  that  the  want 
gf  the  accefs  of  the  external  air  to  harden 
the  part  contributed  greatly  to  this  effed: 
for  even  by  Morgagni  we  find,  that  in  the 
greater  number  of  diffedlions  in  this  dif- 
eafe, the  urethra  only  appeared  in  a  ftate 
fomewhat  moiftcr  than  ufual,  and  the  fur* 
face  a  little  reddened.  In  moft,  however, 
}i?  pbferved,  that  the  mucous  glands  or 

can^- 
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canal iculi  were  obliterated  ;  a  proof, 
from  their  being  more  afFeded  than  any 
other  part,  of  their  forming  the  principal 
feat  of  the  difeafe. 

XLI. 

But  though  thus  fupported  by  the  au- 
thority of  Morgagni,  the  more  early  wri- 
ters, it  muft  fliil  be  obferved,  are  confi- 
dent in  their  affertions  of  the  exiftence  of 
ulcers ;  which  they  maintain  alfo,  with 
equal  authority,  from  diiTe^lions.  But 
even  admitting  thefe,  it  may  be  remarked, 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  acci- 
dental confequences  of  a  difeafe  and  the 
cfTential  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf.  Per- 
haps it  is  the  want  of  attention  to  this  cir* 
cumftance  which  has  introduced  many 
falfe  opinions  of  the  nature  of  difeafe  in 
general,  and  occafioned  the  advantages  of 
diffeflion  to  be  greatly  over-rated:  for  not 
in  one  cafe  of  a  hundred  does  ulceration 
here  occur;  and  where  it  does,  it  forms 
then  a  different  affetTtion,  and  requires  a 
difference  of  treatment.    Befides,  in  the 

pra^lice 
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praaice  of  the  early  wncers,  from  the 
long  continuance  of  the  (^ii^arge,  where 
the  farface  was  naturally  weak  and  irri- 
table, or  by  the  improper  ufe  of  injedions 
then  beginning  to  be  employed,  and  of 
which  a  proper  feledion  had  not  been 
then  made,  lelions  here  murs:  have  often 
unavoidably  happened,  Kejacf,  though  the 
fad  is  not  to  be  denied  as  poiilble,  and  as 
then  occurring ;  yet,  in  more  modern 
times,  this  efFedl,  where  the  difeafe  is  un- 
derftood  by  the  pradlitioncr,  will  very  rare- 
ly if  ever  take  place. 

XLII, 

Having  endeavoured,  then,  to  efla- 
blilh  the  nature  ,'and  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
we  next  confider  the  period  from  infec- 
tion at  which  it  appears.  With  regard 
to  this,  however,  no  exad  time  can  be 
mentioned;  as  all  authors  agree  in  the 
greateft  variety  obfervable  in  this  refped. 
We  truft  always  in  this  cafe  to  the  report 
of  the  patient,  who  commonlyjudges  from 
the  fir  ft  appearance  of  the  difcharge,  though 

It 
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it  has  generally  continued  fome  time  be- 
fore it  is  difcovered  by  this  fymptom. 
The  period,  however,  of  its  appearance 
depends  much  on  the  particular  irritability 
of  the  part  in  different  conftitutions,  and 
alfb  on  fome  circumftances  in  the  manner 
of  its  application,  with  which  perhaps  we 
are  unacquainted.  It  commonly  extends, 
from  a  few  hours  after  being  expofed'to  in- 
fedlion,  to  the  fame  number  of  days,  weeks, 
or  even  months.  In  general,  where  the 
difeafe  is  late  of  making  its  appearance, 
the  fymptoms  are  always  milder;  and  tho* 
the  running  does  not  commence,  a  variety 
of  uncommon  fenfations  are  ufually  felt 
in  the  part. 

XLIII. 

The  manner  in  which  the  virus  is  in- 
troduced into  the  urethra  to  form  gonor- 
rhoea, has  admitted  frequent  difputes,  and 
many  theories  have  been  formed  to  explain 
it  on  different  principles  ;  fome  confider- 
ing  the  penis  on  emifTion  as  in  the  ftate  ot 
a  capillary  tube,  unavoidably  drawing  up 

the 
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the  contiguous  fluids  of  the  vagina,  &cc,: 
The  moft  general  opinion,  however,  o£ 
late,  has  been  that  of  abforption.  But  this 
is  by  no  means  fatisfadory;  nor  can  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  introduced  be  pro- 
perly pointed  out,  as  no  abforbents  enter  , 
from  the  furface  into  that  part  which 
forms  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.    To  explain 
it,  the  late  Dr  Hunter  fuppofed,  that  the 
fkin  about  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  being 
tender,  comes  to  be  inflamed  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  venereal  virus  to  it  in  the 
vagina  J  and  this  inflammation  fpreading, 
produces  next  an  exfudation  from  part  of 
the  internal  furface  of  the  urethra.  But 
were  this  the  cafe,  the  point  of  furface 
externally  round  the  orifice  fhould  be  moft 
afFeded,  as  being  the  primary  feat  of  its 
application ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  we 
find  it  here  very  flight,  and  that  the  chief 
pain  and  inflammation  are  internally,  and 
this  even  before  any  hiatus  of  the  orifice 
or  other  figns  of  its  inflammation  occur. 
Nay,  Mr  Cruikfliank  on  this  theory  has 
even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fuppofe,  tbat  gonor- 
rhoea 
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rhoea  depends  on  the  irritation  of  che  mat 
ter  without;  that  it  does  not  get  into  th* 
urethra;  and  this  he  proves  from  the  fuc- 
cefs  at  times  of  external  waftiing.  But 
many  fa(5ls  and  daily  experience  overturn 
this  opinion. 

XLIV. 

Laying  afide,  therefore,  the  former 
theories  on  this  fubjed,  a  more  fimple  ex- 
planation may  be  offered,  by  confidering 
the  circumftances  which  attend  the  emif- 
fion  of  the  femen  from  the  cavity  of  the 
tircthra  during  the  Oate  oferedion.  The 
penis  is  formed  of  a  fubftance  not  endowed 
with  a  very  high  degree  of  mufcular 
power,  particularly  near  its  extremity; 
and  this  is  even  greatly  diminifhed  during 
eredion  by  the  very  extended  ftate  in 
which  it  is  retained :  fo  that  its  fibres  not 
^  yielding  fufficiently  near  its  extremity 
to  afllft  the  cxpuliion  of  the  fluid,  fome 
portion  of  the  femen  is  retained  at  the 
orifice  on  the  dctumefcence  or  collapfe; 

I  which 
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-which  is  drawn  naturally  within  the 
urethra,  blended  with  the  contiguous 
matter  of  the  vagina,  and  is  then  applied 
to  the  furface,  exciting  a  fenfe  of  flight 
pricking  of  the  part  at  that  inftant,  which 
immediately  goes  off,  and  is  fcldom  at- 
tended to  till  more  uneafy  fenfations 
arife. 

» 

XLV. 

As  abforption  fo  rarely  fuccecds  gonor* 
rhoea,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  any  of  the 
other  forms  of  the  difeafe,  auth<)rs  were 
naturally  led  to  fuppofe,  that  in  this  cafe 
the  virus  could  not  be  of  the  fame  nature  as 
that  which,  attacking  other  parts,  produ- 
ced the  conftitutional  form.  Hence  came 
to  be  fuggefted  the  firft  idea  of  their  bothf 
depending  on  a  different  caufe,  and  that 
the  virus  of  each  was  feparately  received 
in  coition;  the  one  from  fimplc  acrimony, 
the  other  from  the  application  of  the  fpe- 
cific  taint. 


XLYL 


OF  GONORRHOEAi 


XLVI. 

The  arguments  which  fapport  this  doc- 
trine may  be  reduced  to  the  following 
heads. 

I.  It  is  alleged,  that  the  virus  exciting 
gonorrhoea  ilever  produces  conftitutional 
lues.  This,  it  muft  be  confefled,  is  always 
the  cafe :  but  it  depends  on  the  nature  of 
the  furface  to  which  it  is  applied;  for 
whenever,  from  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  or  any  improper  treatment  increallng 
its  inflammatory  ftate,  a  breach  of  folid  in 
this  furface  is  produced,  and  the  difeafe 
afTumes  the  nature  of  gleet,  the  virus  re- 
ceiving a  certain  change  from  the  altera- 
tion of  furface,  abforption  takes  place,  and 
conftitutional  fymptoms  fupervene.  In 
the  fame  manner  we  find,  that  the  catarrh 
confifts  in  nothing  more  than  fimple  ir- 
ritation of  the  bronchial  glands;  yet  in 
particular  cafes,  when  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  has  been  increafed,  ulceration  fu- 
pervenes,  and  pthiiis  from  this  fource,  by 
extending  itfelf  to  the  lungs,  then  takes 
1  place. 
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place.  Befides,  we  know  that  the  fame  fe- 
male frequently  gives  gonorrhoea  to  one 
and  chancre  to  another;  that  perhaps  in  not 
more  than  one  of  a  hundred  cafes  is  there 
any  ulceration  of  the  vagina,  or  any  thing 
more  than  a  iimple  irritation  of  the  mu- 
cous glands ;  yet  chancre  occurs  almoft  as 
frequently  as  gonorrhoea. 

2.  The  fecond  argument  for  this  opi- 
nion is,  that  mercury,  the  fpecific  in  the 
one  cafe,  will  not  cure  the  other  ;  or  that 
gonorrhoea  will  depart  of  itfelf,  while  the 
eflPeds  of  lues,  unlefs  prevented,  always 
increafe.  The  firft  of  thefe,  however,  is 
not  abfolutely  true,  as  gonorrhoea  has  cer- 
tainly been  got  rid  of  during  a  mercurial 
courfej  bat  from  its  locality,  indeed,  this 
is  not  the  method  of  curing  it ;  and  many 
local  difeafes,  we  know,  as  well  as  gonor- 
rhoea, will  refift  the  exhibition  of  general 
remedies :  While,  with  refpe(5l  to  the  fe- 
cond obfervation,  it  is  a  general  law  of  the 
ceconomy,  that  all  difeafes  have  a  natural 
decay ;  yet  this  decay  is  connected  with 
particular  circumflances  depending  on  the 

E  difFerenC'2 
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difference  of  ftruaure  in  parts.  Thug, 
where  it  attacks  fecreting  parts,  the  decay 
of  the  difeafe  is  produced  by  the  effeds  of 
the  fecretion  itfelf  conftantly  fupplied  anew, 
and  wafhing  off  at  laft  the  morbid  caufe ; 
while,  when  the  parts  it  affeds  are  with- 
out fecretion,  the  fame  takes  place  by  the 
death  of  the  folids  affedted. 

3.  The  third  argument  adduced  is,  that 
the  matter  of  gonorrhoea,  appUed  to  an  ex- 
coriated furface,  will  not  produce  chancre; 
and  if  it  produce  a  fore,  lues  will  notfollow. 
Three  circumftances,  however,  are  to  be 
attended  to  here,  which  influence  the 
action  of  the  virus ;  and,  though  we  do 
not  deny  the  fadl,  fufficiently  account  for 
its  want  of  effed. — The  firft  is,  that,  in 
gonorrh(Ea,  the  virus  is  much  diluted  by 
its  mixture  with  the  mucus ;  and  requires, 
therefore,  in  order  to  exert  its  power, 
a  certain  period  of  retention  in  the  part, 
and  a  degree  of  irritability  in  it,  as  takes 
place  in  the  urethra  when  the  urine  is  dif- 
charged. — The  fecond  is,  that  a  common 
fore  may  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  a 

fecreting 

I 


OF  GONORRHOEA. 


67 


.fdcreting  furface;   which,  on  irritation 
from  the  matter  being  applied,  produces 
immediately  an  cfFufion  from  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  lefed  veffels,  and  does  not  for 
any  time  admit  its  retention  thus  wafliing 
it  off. — And  the  third  is,  that  the  -period 
is  to  be  confidered  ^t  which  the  matter  it- 
felf  from  the  urethra  is  applied  ;  as,  ac- 
cording to  mod  authors,  the  fpecific  virus 
is  foon  wafhed  off  or  rendered  inacftive  by 
the  increafed  fecretion,  and  a  laxity  of  the 
part  from  the  previous  irritation  continues 
the  difcharge. 

4.  The  hiftory,  alfo,  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  affords  fome  room  for  this  differ- 
ence of  the  two  affedions ;  and  it  is  con- 
tended, that  for  50  years  after  the  appear- 
ance of  lues,  no  defcription  of  gonorrhc3ea, 
as  one  of  its  leading  fymptoms,  is  given  by 
any  writer.  It  is  farther  confirmed  by 
obfervation  of  what  happened  on  the  in- 
trodudion  of  lues  by  the  Europeans  into 
Otaheite,  where  the  conftitutional  fymp- 
toms appeared  without  any  affedion  of  the 
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tirethra;  and  here,  it  is  alleged,  gonorrhoea 
is  ftili  unknown. 

But  the  firft  accounts  and  defcriptions 
of  the  lues  are  fo  confufedly  and  imper- 
fe(5lly  narrated  by  the  early  writers,  that 
no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  this  cir- 
cumftance;  and  even  admitting  it,  Dr 
Aftruc  has  brought  evidence  of  the  occur- 
rence of  this  fymptom  fo  high  as  within 
lefs  than  40  years  of  the  firfl  appearance 
of  lues ;  a  very  trifling  period  to  count 
upon  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  while  the 
manner  of  conveying  thefe  difeafes,  and 
the  daily  obfervation  of  the  one  fucceeding 
the  other  has  been  fo  conftant  fince  that 
time,  that  no  Orefs  is  to  be  laid  on  fuch 
iiiftorical  information.  Nay,  Dr  Swe- 
diauer  informs  us,  on  the  authority  of  Cap- 
tain King,  that  the  fad  alleged  with  refpedl 
to  its  never  appearing  at  Otaheite  is  falfej 
for  he  had  himfelf  repeatedly  feen  there  a 
difcharge  of  matter  from  the  urethra;  while 
the  explanation  of  this  in  a  different  way, 
by  obferving  that  they  were  not  prdfef- 
fional  people  who  made  the  remark,  and 

that 
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tliat  difcharges  happen  from  the  urethra 
from  various  caufes,  may  be  eafily  refuted; 
for  other  difcharges  from  the  urethra  are 
for  the  mod  part  the  efFed  of  chronic  dif- 
eafes,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  cli- 
mate in  their  uncivihzed  natural  ftate  are 
lefs  fubjedl. 

XLVII. 

From  thefe  different  arguments  a  con- 
clufion  may  be  drawn,  that  the  virus  pro^ 
ducing  gonorrhoea  and  lues  are  exadly  the 
fame;  and  that  the  difference  in  their  na- 
ture is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  difference 
in  the  ftru6lure  of  the  affeflcd  parts,  and 
not  in  any  fpecific  difference  of  the  caufes 
from  which  they  arife. 

XL  VIII. 

But  though  gonorrhoea  is  thus  proved 
(XLVI.)  the  effed  of  a  fpecific  taint,  afimi- 
lar  difeafe  is  alfo  found  to  be  produced  by 
iimple  irritation  of  any  kind  independent  of 
this  caufe:  for  the  fenfibility  of  furface  of 
the  urethra  renders  it  eafily  affeded  by  ir- 
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ritatlonj  and  its  fituation,  as  forming  the 
paflage  through  which  the  excretion  of  the 
kidneys  flows,  cxpofes  it  to  all  the  effecls 
which  changes  in  that  excretion  may  pro- 
duce. Hence  a  diftindlion  of  gonorrhcea 
into  two  fpecies  has  been  made;  but,  tho' 
hinted  at  by  different  authors,  DrSwediauer 
is  the  firft  who  has  fully  afcertained  it 
by  experiment.  We  have  no  diagnoftics, 
however,  that  point  out  this  diflindion ; 
though  we  may  remark,  that  the  urethrse 
of  thofe  who  have  frequently  laboured 
under  venereal  complaints  are  lefs  liable 
to  be  affe(5le4  by  common  irritation. 

XLIX. 

Our  obfervations  on  this  form  of  the 
difeafe  have  been  hitherto  confined  to  its 
appearance  in  the  male.  But  in  women 
this  affedlion  is  fomewhat  different ;  being; 
neither  fb  complicated,  nor  yet  the  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  running  fo  high,  froui 
the  want  of  adlion  and  leffened  fcnfibility 
pf  the  affecfled  part  depending  on  that 
difference  of  fl:ru<^l:ure  with  which  the  ex- 
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ercife  of  their  fundions  is  connedled;  for. 
in  the  male,  the  urethra  we  find  neceffa- 
rily  in  very  different  ftates,  while  the  va-. 
gina  is  always  in  the  fame, 

L. 

2.  In  the  female, 

In  general,  however,  the  gonorrhoea 
here  makes  its  appearance  in  the  following 
manner. — Soon  after  the  infedlion  is  re- 
ceived, an  irritation  is  felt  in  the  vagina ; 
which  degenerates,  as  in  the  male,  into  a 
fenfe  of  pain.  This  is  followed  by  a  tur- 
gefcence  and  degree  of  ftri6lure  through 
its  whole  extent,  which  isincreafed  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  urine  producing  uncom^ 
mon  heat  and  uneafinefs  on  the  external 
fympathifing  parts  when  difcharged.  The 
running  from  the  vagina  then  commences; 
affuming  the  fame  appearance,  and  under- 
going the  fame  changes  in  its  progrcfs,  as 
when  from  the  urethra.  It  is  here,  how- 
ever, from  the  greater  extent  of  furface  it 
occupies,  more  copious  and  fimilar  to  the 
pans  fympathifmg  in  the  male  j  the  uter 
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rine  region,  particularly  along  the  courfe 
of  the  ligaments,  the  bladder,  and  at  times 
even  the  kidneys,  come  to  be  greatly  af- 
fected. 

LI. 

Though  thefe  fymptoms  in  the  female 
mark  the  prefence  of  the  difeafe,  yet  from 
thefe  alone  we  are  not  abfolutely  to  infer  its 
exiftence :  for  as  in  the  male  every  fymp- 
tom  of  gonorrhoea  we  find  arife  from  any 
irritating  pov/er  applied  to  the  furface  of 
the  urethra  without  an  adlual  fpecific  taint; 
fo  here  the  fame  effecfl  will  be  produced, 
as  women  are  ©xpofed,  from  the  nature  of 
their  conftitution  and  caufes  exifting  with- 
in themfelvis,  to  the  operation  of  fuch  a 
power ;  while  men,  again,  generally  recei- 
ving thefe  appearances  from  external  in- 
troduction, a  venereal  taint  may  be  molt 
properly  fufpecfled.  Hence  the  furface  of 
the  vagina  pofTefTes  a  fimilar  difpofition 
with  the  urethra  on  the  application  of  any 
acrimony,  provided  the  natural  mucus, 
which  is  fecreted  here  in  greater  quantity 
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than  in  the  urethra  of  men,  is  either  defi- 
cient, or  the  acrid  matter  is  fo  concentrated, 

i  as,  though  blended  with  it,  to  retain  ftili 

jits  virulent  power. 

LIL 

To  afcertain,  therefore,  this  difeafe,  be-? 
comes  a  nicer  point  than  in  the  other  fex  j 
and  more  efpecially  as  the  delicacy  of  the 
female  is  fo  highly  concerned.  Many  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  furnifli  us  with 
diagnoftic8_,on  this  head,  and  there  is  almoft 
no  author  who'doesnot  pretend  to  give  fome 
criterion  by  which  the  certainty  of  its  pre- 
fence  may  be  eftabliflied.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, fatisfadory  has  yet  been  offered. 

LIII. 

The  fource  from  which  this  uncertain- 
ty arifes,  is  the  fluor  albus  or  whites; 
a  difeafe  peculiar  to  the  fex,  and  the 
natural  effe(5l  of  that  ftrudlure  of  the 
genital  fyftem  with  which  menftruation  is 
conneded.  Two  fpecies  of  this  difeafe 
occur;  and  to  underfland  fully  the  prefen^ 
(ubjea,  deferve  each  a  feparate  confidera- 

tion. 
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tion.  The  firfl  may  be  confidered  as  idio- 
pathic, and  depending  on  the  flate  of  the 
fyftem  at  large ;  the  fecond  as  entirely  lo- 
cal, and  arifing  from  fome  partial  afFedion 
of  the  genital  parts,  the  confequencc  of  in- 
jury or  any  other  irritating  caufe.  The 
firft  of  thefe  begins  after  any  powerful 
caufe  of  debility  to  which  the  fyftem  has 
been  fubjedled,  as  laborious  parturition, 
decline  of  life,  &c.  with  a  thin  ferous  dif- 
charge,  at  firft  fmall,  and  giving  no  unea- 
finefs,  and  departing  at  every  period  on 
the  appearance  of  the  menfes.  As  it  ad- 
vances, its  quantity  becomes  more  profufe; 
and  fymptoms  of  debility,  particularly 
pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  occur.  The 
menfes,  alfo,  no  longer  return  as  ufual; 
but  the  fame  ferous  puriform  difcharge 
conftantly  continues.  In  this  ftate  it  fre- 
quently acquires  a  degree  of  acrimony ; 
and  then  fymptoms  of  pain,  ardor  urinse, 
and  others,  which  attend  gonorrhasa,  be- 
gin to  be  felt.  The  diftin^^ion  between, 
this  fpecies  of  fluor  albus  and  gonorrhoea 
is  very  eafy,  by  the  continuance  of  the  dif- 
charge 
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charge  for  long  before  the  painful  fymp- 
toms  marking  the  latter  commence.  In 
the  latter  fpecies,  however,  where  the  eva- 
cuation is  from  the  fame  fource  that  h 
aflPeaed  by  the  fpecific  virus  in  gonorrhoea, 
its  diftindion  is  very  di5icult,  and  indeed 
hardly  to  be  made;  though  authors  have 
alleged,  that  the  fymptoms  arc  always 
here  milder,  particularly  the  ardor  urinac, 
than  when  they  arife  from  a  fpecific 
taint. 

LIV. 

From  the  nature  of  fluor  albus,  and  the 
fymptoms  it  produces  in  the  female,  fome 
authors  have  propofed  an  opinion,  that 
the  produ(5lion  of  the  venereal  virus  takes 
place  in  this  way.  The  fluid  within  the 
vagina  they  fuppofe  to  be  pofrefled  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  arifing  from  the  ftrudure 
of  the  part ;  and  as  every  change  on  the 
fluids,  they  allege,  is  conneded  with  ex- 
travafation,  an  ulceration  of  part  of  the 
vagina  will  produce  this  extravafated  ftate, 
and  the  efFufed  fluid  acquire  then  by  flag- 
nation 
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nation  a  change,  or  form  a  matter  which, 
may  be  termed  Venereal.  When  infeding 
the  male,  this  original  matter  then  receives 
a  greater  degree  of  virulence,  and  the 
power  of  the  contagion  continues  gradu- 
ally to  increafe.  Hence  it  is  inferred,  that 
men  cannot  originally  generate  the  virus, 
from  the  parts  in  them  being  kept  con- 
ftantly  in  a  ftate  of  adlion,  by  which  fuch 
a  procefs  for  its  original  generation  is  pre- 
vented. But  an  uncertainty  attends  the 
origin  of  all  infedlion^ ;  and  it  is  impof- 
lible  either  to  detedl  the  manner  or  caufe 
of  their  firft  production.  Even  their  fpe- 
cific  nature  efcapes  us ;  and  we  can  only 
judge  of  them  from  their  eSe<5ls,  as  diC" 
played  on  the  body.  We  may  remark, 
however,  in  oppolition  to  the  pre/ent 
theory,  that  the  vagina  feems  very  little 
difpofed  to  receive  the  adion  of  the  vene- 
real virus;  and  that,  inftead  of  aflifting  in 
its  produdion,  the  mucus  of  the  vagina 
often  prevents  altogether  its  operation. 
Nay,  in  fome  cafes,  the  venereal  virus  in 
the  vagina  will  infed  the  male  with  whom 
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Hie  has  conneaion^  and  yet  the  patient 
herfelf  be  infenfible  of  any  efFeds  of  the 
difeafe:  hence  the  report  of  the  female,  in 
regard  to  this  point,  can  never  be  trufted, 
while  that  of  the  man  always  can. 

LV. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  explain 
the  nature  of  gonorrhoea  in  both  fexes: 
and  previous  to  entering  upon  its  cure, 
it  is  neceffary  to  inculcate  ftrongly  its  lo- 
cality;  and  that  the  efFeds  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  in  producing  it,  confift  in 
nothing  more  than  fimple  irritation  ex- 
citing as  a  confequence  an  increafed  dif- 
charge  from  not  only  the  afFedled  fpotj 
but  alfo  the   contiguous  fympathifing 
parts,  which  from  their  ftrudlure  admit  a 
fecretion  of  matter.    With  this  view  we 
affirm,  that  its  cure  is  only  to  be  perform- 
ed by  attacking  it  locally ;  and  that  in  no 
cafe  are  conftitutional  remedies  to  be  em- 
ployed.   Phyficians  have  at  all  times  beea 
much  addided  to  quackery ;  and  on  find- 
ing out  the  good  effeds  of  any  fubftance, 

have 
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have  endeavoured  to  apply  it  to  all  dif- 
cafes  analogous,  without  attention  to  that 
jiircrimination  of  circumftances  which  va- 
ries confiderably  the  adion  of  a  morbid 
caufe.  Thus  mercury,  which  had  been 
found  fo  fuccefsful  in  the  treatment  of  the 
conftitutional  taint,  was  applied  here;  but 
the  obftinacy  of  the  complaint  often  fur- 
viving  repeated  falivations,  induced  them 
to  fuppofe  it  as  depending  on  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances, or  as  forming  entirely  a  fcpa- 
rate  difeafe.  The  propriety,  therefore,  of 
a  local  cure  foon  appeared.  Empyrics  in 
this,  as  in  moft  other  ufeful  difcoverieSj 
led  the  way ;  and  regular  pracflice,  under 
certain  limitations,  after  viewing  its  fuc* 
cefs,  admitted  its  appUcation. 

LVI. 

The  cure,  then,  of  gonorrhoea  as  a  local 
difeafe,  may  be  reduced  to  three  heads, 
comprifing  all  the  different  modes  of  treat- 
ment that  have  been  employed ;  and  in 
all  fpecific  difeafes  of  thefe  parts,  we  are 
to  confider,  that  we  have  both  irritation 
3  and 
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and  inflammation  to  combat ;  the  former 
from  the  ftimulus  of  the  urine  which  is 
unavoidably  applied,  and  the  latter  from 
the  fpecific  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

1.  The  firft  mode  of  pradice  in  gonor- 
rhoea, confifts  in  fubduing  irritability,  by 
producing  in  the  part  a  degree  of  infenfi- 
biHty  to  the  adion  of  the  virus  or  atonic 
ftate. 

2.  The  fecond  in  exciting,  either  in  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  a  part  contiguous 
with  which  it  fympathifes,  an  irritation 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  morbid  caufe. 
And, 

3.  The  third,  in  employing  the  com- 
mon means  of  the  antiphlogiftic  plan  in 
obviating  inflammation. 

LVII. 

The  firft  of  thefe  has  only  of  late  come 
into  ufe;  and  from  obfervation  of  the 
cflTcdl  of  opiates  in  infpiflating  the  dif- 
charge  and  leflening  the  irritation  of  ca- 
tarrh, its  powers  have  been  found,  when 
applied  locally,  here  equally  fuccefsful. 

Its 
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Its  ufe,  however,  is  yet  by  no  means  ge- 
neral ;  and  even  thofe  who  employ  it  have 
chiefly  done  it  with  the  view  of  leffening 
the  painful  fenfations  of  eredion.  But  it 
deferves  a  more  attentive  application ;  and 
from  confidering  the  very  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  the  propriety  of  this  mode  of 
pradlice  comes  to  be  very  ftrongly  marked. 
The  difeafe  confifts,as  already  feen,  in  the 
formation  of  an  acrid  matter,  the  confe- 
quence  of  irritation.  Whatever,  therefore, 
takes  off  the  irritability  of  thofe  parts  fub- 
jedled  to  this  irritation,  muft,  if  not  ab- 
foluteiy  flop  the  formation  of  this  matter, 
at  leaft  lefTen  greatly  its  quantity,  and  pro- 
duce it  in  a  lefs  acrid  ftate.  The  attention 
of  phyficians  have  been  chiefly  paid  to  the 
ftate  of  inflammation  in  the  urethra;  tho', 
nnlefs  the  fource  of  this  inflammation  be 
removed,  either  by  the  natural  decay  of 
the  irritating  caufe,  or  by  fuch  remedies 
as  leflen  its  adlion,  or  render  the  parts  In- 
fenflble  to  its  ftimulus,  the  progrefs  of  the 
inflammation  muft  advance  j  and  the  fymp- 
toms,  in  fpite  of  all  the  antiphlogiftic  plan, 
7  perfevered 
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perfevered  in,  as  confifting  in  irritation, 
iioc  inflammation j  muft  proceed  ;  for  the 
antiphlogiftic  plan'  is  to  be  confidered 
merely  as  the  prevention  of  ill  :  bnc 
there  is  another  and  equally  important  in- 
dication to  be  formed  with  the  view  alfo  of 
diredlly  doing  good.  As  a  farther  proof 
of  the  propriety  of  this  indication,  the  dif- 
eafe  we  find  mofl  fevere  in  thofe  who  pof- 
fefs  here  the  greateft  fenfibility  of  furface 
favouring  the  adion  of  the  morbid  flimu- 
lus,  particularly  in  fcrophulous  and  debi- 
litateli  habits ;  for  it  frequently,  in  thefe 
cafes,  refifts  all  the  common  methods  of 
pradice  at  prefent  employed.  Hence  we 
contend,  there  is  a  (late  previous  to  in- 
flammatiouj  which  inflammation  only  dif- 
plays,  and  the  removal  of  which  is  the 
principal  ftep  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

LVllL 

The  idea  of  wafhing  away  the  venereal 
virus  fo  long  entertained,  feems  now  to 
■  have  greatly  loft  ground;  as  not  being  in- 
Yolved  fo  much  in  the  fluid  difcharged  as 
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affcdllng  the  parts  fecreting  it.  Nay,, 
fome  authors  have  even  gone  fo  far  in  the 
oppofite  extreme  as  to  advance,  that  the 
retention  of  the  matter  in  the  urethra  is 
attended  with  no  bad  efFedls  in  increafing 
the  ftate  of  inflammation,  and  that  the 
fecretion  from  parts  under  difeafe  never 
affedls  the  parts  fecreting  it.  Whatever 
rhere  may  be  in  this,  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs  is  certainly  proper  ;  for  if  the  difeafe 
confifts  in  the  formation  of  matter,  and 
this  matter  is  capable  of  communicating 
it  to  a  found  perfon,  it  muft  likewife  more 
forcibly  adl  on  a  part  difeafed.  Befides, 
in  the  cafe  of  cancer,  do  not  the  very  parts 
fecreting  it  fuffer  erofion  from  the  dif- 
charge  ihey  pour  out  ? 

LIX. 

As  foon,  then,  as  fymptoms  of  gonor- 
rhoea appear,  the  fulfilling  early  the  pre- 
fent  indication  is  the  objed  to  be  attempt- 
ed; and  the  ufe  of  opium  in  injcdlion- 
for  this  purpofe,  as  the  moft  powerful  fe- 
dative,  to  be  liberally  had  recpurfe  to.  The 
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folution  employed  {liould  be  ftrong,  fre- 
quently repeated  to  the  part,  at  leaft  every 
two  hours,  and  retained  there  for  fonne 
time  ;  by  which  an  immediate  effc€t  on 
the  fymptoms  will  be  produced.   If  the 
cafe  is  flight,  almoft  nothing  elfe  will  be 
necefTary  for  its  cure ;  but  where  the  dif^ 
eafe  has  continued  for  fome  time,  or  oc- 
curred in  a  lax  irritable  habit,  fome  run- 
ning commonly  remains  from  a  debilita- 
ted ftate  of  the  part,  which  readily  yields 
to  the  ufe  of  fome  flight  aftringent.  In 
incipient  cafes,  to  infure  more  efFe(5lually 
the  cure,  and  where  the  inflammation  is 
yet  trifling,  the  combination  of  this  with 
opium  is  commonly  made;  and  the  aftrin- 
gent which  has  been  ufually  preferred  on 
thefe  occaflons,  as  poflfefling  alfo  a  degree 
of  fedative  power,  is  the  preparations  of 
lead. 

LX. 

The  certainty  of  the  cure  is  to  be 
judged  of  from  the  departure  of  inflam- 
mation, and  efpecially  from  the  ab- 
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fence  of  thofe  fymptoms  of  pain  whichi 
mark  the  a'dlive  ftate  of  the  difeafe;  as  heat 
of  urine,  crecfiions,  and  cordee. 

LXL 

In  ufing  injedions  on  this  principle,  the 
fnedium  of  conveyance  may  be  either  a 
watery,  mucilaginous,  or  oily  fluid.  Tho' 
the  former  allows  the  medicine  to  be  more 
a(5live,  yet  it  requires  a  greater  nicety  in 
the  ftrength  of  the  compofition,  adapted  to 
the  Hate  of  the  parts  ;  while  the  latter  re- 
tains the  remedy  longer  in  contact  with 
the  furface,  and,  by  blunting  its  ftimulant 
a(5lion,  allows  its  fedative  or  fecondary  ef- 
fedls  more  certainly  to  take  place. 

LXII. 

This,  then,  is  the  firft  mode  of  pradlice 
■which  is  employed  for  the  cure  of  gonor- 
rhoea. It  is  alfo  the  lateft ;  and,  as  moft 
agreeable  to  the  theory  of  the  difeafe  laid 
down,  is  what  we  would  particularly  re- 
commend. Its  fuccef'i  is  every  day  gain- 
ing ground  j  and,  inftead  of  finding  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  fpun  out,  as  was  common,  to  the 
length  of  fix  or  eight  weeks,  a  cure  is  now 
generally  effeded,  where  attention  is  paid 
to  the  ufc  of  this  remedy,  in  as  many 
days. 

LXIII. 

We  proceed  next  to  enter  upon  the  fe- 
cond  plan  of  cure,  which  has  been  more 
generally  followed;  and  the  abufeof  which, 
as  requiring  much  nicety  in  its  application, 
has  been  the  means  of  occafioning  pra(5li^ 
tioners  of  the  firfl  eminence  to  reprobate 
entirely  the  local  treatment  of  the  difeafe. 
It  confifts,  as  formerly  mentioned,  in  excit- 
ing cither  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  in  a 
contiguous  part  with  which  it  fympathifes, 
an  irritation  fuperior  to  that  exerted  by  the 
morbid  caufe. 

LXIV. 

The  theory  on  which  the  former  of 
thefe  proceeds,  is  fimply  this  : 

As  the  aiflion  of  the  venereal  virus  in 
the  urethra  produces  nothing  farther,  as 
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already  obferved,  than  common  irritation, 
without  any  fpecific  or  peculiar  efFed,  and 
as  an  increafed  fecretiori  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  this,  by  exciting  a  degree 
of  adhefive  inflammation,  the  power  of 
fecrction  is  diminifhed,  and  a  degree  of 
hardnefs  produced,  rendering  the  part  un- 
fufceptible  of  the  farther  a6lion  of  the 
virus.    In  proof  of  this,  we  find  Morgag- 
lii  remark,  that  he  found,  on  diffedlions 
of  the  urethrae  of  thofc  who  had  been  fre- 
quently fubjedt  to  this  difeafe,  that  the 
mucous  glands  or  canaliculi  forming  its 
feat  were  more  or  lefs  deflroyed ;  and  that, 
in  fome  cafes,  an  almofl  total  obliteration 
of  them  had  taken  place.    This  mode  of 
pra(5lice,  however,  in  gonorrhoea,  can  only 
be  fafely  had  recourfe  to  when  the  inflam- 
mation is  flight,  and  the  difeafe  in  its  in- 
cipient fl:ate ;  or  when  the  adlion  of  the 
venereal  virus  having  ceafed,  there  re- 
mains a  difcharge  from  debility,  that  is, 
from  the  difpofuion  to  fecrete,  a  preterna- 
tural quantity  of  mucus  being  retained  : 
for  if  employed  in  the  very  acute  ftage  of 
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inflammation,  it  muft  increafe  the  painful 
fymptoms,  and  perhaps  even  produce  a 
lefion  of  furfaee  in  the  part ;  thus  laying 
the  foundation  of  pox. 

LXV. 

The  remedies  that  ad  on  this  principle 
are  either  of  a  foUd  or  fluid  kind.  The 
former  are  but  feldom  applied,  and  confift 
of  the  bougie,  which  before  its  introduc- 
tion here  is  rubbed  with  calomel.  Its  ef- 
fedls  are  more  permanent  than  remedies  of 
a  fluid  nature ;  but  it  is  liable,  unlefs  cau- 
tioufly  ufed,  to  be  attended  with  hurtful 
confequences.  In  fldlful  hands,  however, 
this  pratflice  will  be  found  very  fuccefsful, 
and  particularly  in  fome  obftinate  cafes. 
In  uflng  it,  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
ftrudlurc  of  the  urethra  formerly  defcri- 
bed,  and  not  to  pafs  it  beyond  its  firfh  di- 
vifion,  or  that  part  which  forms  the  feat 
of  the  difeafej  though,  it  may  be  remark- 
ed, the  lefs  free  in  general  we  make  with 
bougies,  it  will  be  the  better. 

The  fluid  remedies,  again,  of  this  clafs 
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are  more  numerous  and  more  commonly 
employed.  They  may  be  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  following  table,  compre- 
hending almoft  the  whole  that  have  been 
ever  ufed  at  different  periods  in  this  dif- 
eafe. 

LXVI. 

TAB       of  Injections  ti/ed  in  Gonor^ 
RHOEA  dy  different  Pra6iitioners» 

J.  Stimulating. 

a.  Vegetable. 

Inje£liones  Terebinthinatie. 
Injeaio  Balfamica,  P.  P.  E. 

— _>  Mellita.  Monro. 
Ol.  Terebinthin-  mitius.  Lewis, 

b.  Mineral. 
Injediones  Mercuriales. 

 cum  Mercuric  crud, 

.  — —  Calomel. 

Injedlones  Salinse.  * 
Solutio  Corrofiv,  Sublimat, 
 Turpeth.  Mineral. 

 ^rug.  iEris  in  Oleo — in  Aqua, 

. .   ■  .  ■  Lixivii  Cauftic. 
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II.  Aftringent. 

3.  Vegetable.  « 
Inje£llones  Tonicar. 
DecoiH:.  Cort.  Peruv^ 

 Querci. 

Infuf.  Rofar.  cum.  Vin.  Ruhr. 
Injediones  Stypticsc. 

=—  cum  Bol.  Armen. 

 G.  Kino. 

 ^  Sang.  Dracon. 

b.  Mineral. 

Aqua  Spadana. 
— - —  Calcis. 

 Aluminofa  Bateana. 

Solutio  Sacchar.  Saturni. 

 CerufT. 

 Vitriol,  alb — Viridis, 

■  ■    —  Zinci. 

-— —  Lap.  Calaminar. 

III.  Sedative, 

a.  Emollient. 

Injedliones  Oleofae. 

 Ol.  Olivar. 

.  01.  Amygdal. 

 •  Lac  Tepidum. 

—        —  Mucilaginofae. 

f '.^y  ■         Mucilago  Gum.  Arabic. 
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Jnjeftloncs  Sem.  Lini. 
 Amyli. 

h.  y^ntif pa/medic. 
Solutio  Opii. 
Aqua  Camphorata,  P.  L. 


Lxvir. 

The  idea  that  has  been  ufually  annexed 
to  the  remedies  of  the  two  firft  clafTes,  is 
that  of  fuppreffingthedifcharge;  and  hence, 
without  confidering  the  theory  of  their 
a<5lion,  an  aflringency  has  been  the  only- 
quality  looked  for.  To  give,  therefore, 
fome  certain  rules  for  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  and  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  ap- 
plications on  the  prefent  principle  deliver- 
ed, it  has  been  divided  by  authors,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  virulence  it  difplays 
in  the  progrefs  of  its  action  at  different 
periods,  into  three  ftages,  viz.  the  Incipient, 
Inflammatory,  and  Benign.  Such  a  divi- 
fion  proceeded  on  th^  idea  of  the  difcharge 
being  in  fome  meafure  critical :  a  do(flrine 
arifing  from  the  Stahlian  notions  of  nature  - 
expelling  in  this  way  the  morbific  caufe ; 

and 
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and  which  has  given  origin  to  an  opinion, 
\1nhappil7  inculcated  by  fome  of  the  firft 

^writers  on  ihe  fubjea,  that  a  gonorrhcea 
cannot  be  cured  fpeedily  and  efFedually  at 
the  fame  time ;  while,  in  confequence  of 
this  do(5lrine,  the  continuance  of  the  dif- 
charge  has  been  confidered  as  neceflary  to 
prevent  the  danger  of  conftitutional  infec- 
tion.  Fads,  however,  ftrongly  oppofe  this 

J  idea;  and  though  firft  inculcated  by  Sy- 

!  denham,  and  afterwards  enforced  by  Boer- 
haave,  it  by  no  means  deferves  any  degree 
of  credit  in  modern  pradice.  The  fyftem 
of  morbific  matter,  at  that  time  prevalent, 
naturally  led  to  fuch  a  conclufion ;  and  a 

idodrine  which  had  been  univerfally  ap- 
plied to  every  other  modification  of  difeafe, 
appeared  equally  well-founded  to  dired 
the  pathology  here.  But  it  may  be  afked 
fuch  authors,  In  what  the  very  nature  of 
the  difeafe  confills?  Is  it  not,  as  already 
often  obferved,  in  the  formation  of  matter 
of  that  pus,  the  confequence  of  irritation  on 
<SL  mucous  furface,  in  which  it  appears  al- 
ways involved  ?  If,  then,  you  prevent  the 
*  formation 
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formation  of  this  matter,  you  prevent  the 
very  difeafe ;  and  the  Jefs  matter  that  is 
formed,  the  difeafe  on  this  principle  will 
be  milder.  Why  is  the  difcharge  at  firft 
mild  and  merely  lymphatic,  but  from  the 
fmall  portion  of  matter  formed  to  increafe 
the  irritation  of  thedifcafed  parts?  Bcfides, 
there  is  always  danger,  when  the  running 
is  moll  copious,  as  obfcrved  even  by  fome 
of  thefc  v/riters  thcmfelves,  of  lues  taking 
place ;  which  evidently  fhows  it  is  no  way 
critical,  and  fupports  the  propriety  of  what 
is  advanced. 

.  LXVIII. 

This  laft  obfervation,  then,  when  at- 
tended to,  overturned,  with  many,  the 
former  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
charge, and  led  them  to  employ  the  pre- 
fenc  remedies,  the  ufe  of  which  they  had 
hitherto  confined  folcly  to  the  laft  ftage  of 
the  difeafe  indifcriminately.  They  wer^ 
ill  fitted,  however,  for  this  purpofe ;  and 
by  their  ftimulant  a(5lion  in  its  acute  ftage, 
where  the  fenfibility  of  furface  was  confi- 

derable, 


OF  GONORRHOEA.  9:| 


derable,  increafmg  inflammation,  they  in- 
duced fuppuration;  and  not  only  failed 
.of  their  intended  efFea,  but  frequently  did 
]  much  mifchief.  It  was  the  improper  appli- 
cation of  injeaions  in  this  way,  as  well  as 
their  nature,  that  firft  occafioned  fuch  pre- 
judice againfl:  the  local  treatment  of  this 
difeafe  ;  a  prejudice  which  ftill  continues 
'to  prevail  at  prefent.    Injedions,  how- 
.  ever,  were  very  early  recommended  by  the 
ancient  writers,  and  much  fupported  ia 
the  beginning  of  this  century  by  the  prac- 
tice of  Blegny  and  Cockburn.    The  rea- 
foning  of  this  lad  author  on  the  fubjedl 
defer VC8  much  attention  for  his  very  juft 
idea  of  the  difeafe :  for,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  the  writers  of  that  period,  he 
confiders  it  with  the  greateft  propriety, 
not  as  a  vitiated  femen,  then  commonly 
imagined ;  but  as  confifting  in  the  forma- 
tion of  an  acrid  matter,  the  repreflion  of 
■which,  or  the  preventing  its  formation,  he 
regards  as  effeaing  a  cure ;  and,  on  this 
principle,  his  applications  were  made  to 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe.    Thefe  fentinients, 

however. 
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however,  of  Blegny  and  Cockburn,  from 
the  circamftances  mentioned  in  the  prac- 
tice of  thedifeafe  then  purfned,  were  foon 
after  very  fuccefsfully  oppofed  by  the  wri- 
tings of  Turner  and  Aftruc  ;  and  the  au- 
thority of  thefe  authors,  from  their  high 
reputation  in  this  malady,  rendered  the  lo- 
cal treatment  of  it  for  fome  time  to  be 
laid  afide.  But  the  inejSicacy  of  in- 
ternal remedies  became  foon  evident;  and 
pra(5litioners,  confcious,  under  certain  li- 
mitations, of  the  fuccefs  of  a  different  plan, 
employed  in  private  what  from  public  pre- 
judice they  dared  not  avow ;  and  in  this 
manner  has  the  pradice  continued  to  the 
prefent  day. 

LXIX. 

We  come  now  to  enumerate  the  feveral 
remedies  of  this  clafs ;  and  fhall  divide 
them  according  to  their  degree  of  power, 
as  being  taken  either  from  the  vegetable 
or  mineral  kingdom. 

Of  the  firft  fort  are,  the  barks,  boles,  and 
aftringent  gums. 

Of 
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Of  the  fecond,  the  vitriols,  alum,  lime, 
aercury,  zinc,  and  copper. 

The  different  forms  of  thefe  remedies 
it,  is  needlefs  to  partic\ilarife,  as  they  are 
readily  met  with  on  turning  up  any  au- 
thor on  the  fubjea.  We  fhall  add  a  few- 
remarks  on  thofe  that  have  been  mod 
commonly  employed. 

LXX. 

The  general  principle  of  the  operation 
of  fuch  remedies  has  been  already  ex- 
plained, and  it  confifts  in  ftimulating  the 
part;  but  from  the  different  degrees  of  ac- 
tion they  exert  in  performing  this,  they 
are  mentioned  under  the  two  appellations 
of  Irritating  and  Aftringent. 

LXXI. 

The  irritating  are  all  highly  flimulant; 
and  ftiould  be  very  cautioufly  employed, 
as  they  often  produce  abfcefs  in  perinao. 

Their  proper  degree  of  ftrength  is  to 
be  afcertained  by  their  firft  effedls  on  the 
urethra.  They  ihould  give,  on  their  touch- 
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ing  the  orifice,  a  moderate  fenfe  of  fmart- 
ing,  but  never  excite  acute  or  long- conti- 
nued pain  ;  and  after  their  firft  applica- 
tion,  the  difcharge,  even  where  they  are 
fuccefsful,  is  for  fome  time  rather  in- 
creafed. 

One  of  the  mod  celebrated  remedies  of 
this  kind  is  the  cauftic  alkali  in  a  diluted 
(late.  It  was  firft  recommended  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fordyce  of  London;  and  became  par- 
ticularly famous  as  ufed  by  a  phyfician  in 
France,  under  the  name  of  the  Antivenereal 
Lotion.  It  feems  beft  adapted  to  thofe 
who  have  been  frequently  fubje<5l  to  ve- 
nereal afFe(5lions  of  thefe  parts,  and  iii 
whom  the  urethra  of  courfe  has  gained  a 
certain  degree  of  infenfibility.  The  way 
of  ufing  it,  that  has  been  found  moft  fuc- 
cefsful, is  fimply  this  :  Let  a  little  be  in- 
je(5led  flowly  into  the  urethra,  and  retained 
there  for  fome  time,  when  the  increafe  of 
mucus  will  be  difcharged,  and  has  been 
confidered  as  a  proof  of  its  fuccefs;  while, 
if  the  pain  and  inflammation  induced  by 
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it,  are  not  great,  it  is  to  be  repeated  at  the 
diftance  of  two  hours. 

The  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  has 
been  Ukewlfe  very  much  recommended. 
It  is  gi^nerally  flight,  in  the  quantity  of 
two  grains  to  eight  ounces  of  fluid;  and  is 
often  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  cure  in  a  few 
days.  The  great  art  is,  in  proportioning 
the  degree  of  fl:rength  to  the  flate  of  the 
parts;  and  this  is  only  to  be  done  by 
frequent  experience  in  the  ufe  of  this  re- 
medy. 

LXXII. 

The  aftringentJnjedlions,  again,  only 
a6l  by  leflfening  the  difcharge,  and  have 
no  great  eflfe(fl  on  the  inflammation.  That 
they  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  far- 
mer, and  only  differ  in  their  power,  U 
proved  by  an  increafed  dofe  of  them  aug- 
menting the  difcharge  inftead  of  fuppref- 
fing  it;  and  in  the  fame  way,  a  pretty  large 
dofe  of  alum  is  found  to  be  a  ufeful  laxa- 
tive in  colic.  They  have  always  been  con- 
demned, as  Mr  Hunter  obferves,  by  thofe 

G  that 
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lhat  wifh  to  have  the  name  of  judicioiij 
praaitioners ;  from  their  idea,  that  feme- 
thing  is  neceflary  to  be  carried  off,  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  conftitutional  infedion : 
but  though  they  have  little  efFe(fl  on  the 
inflamed  ftate  of  the  part,  by  leffening  the 
quantity  of  matter,  they  are  certainly  ufe- 
ful;  and  in  this  way  the  inflammation 
frequently  abates. 

The  remedies  of  this  kind  that  have 
been  mod  commonly  applied,  are  the  vi- 
triols and  lead.  They  have  been  frequent- 
ly palTed  as  fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  and 
form  the  bafis  of  moft  of  the  quack  reme- 
dies at  prefcnt  employed  for  its  cure. 

LXXIIL 

These,  then,  are  the  feveral  means  that 
execute  this  firft  divifion  of  the  fecond 
mode  of  pra(flice,  by  exciting  a  fuperior 
irritation  to  the  morbid  caufe  in  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf.  In  their  ufe,  they  re- 
quire much  attention  to  the  cautions  laid 
down,  and  will  only  fuccecd  properly  in 
the  hands  of  very  fkilful  praditioners. 

I  The 


OF  GONORRHOEA.  99 

laft  part  of  this  plan,  or  the  enume- 
ration of  thofe  remedies  the  adtion  of 
which  depends  on  a  fimilar  irritation  of 
contiguous  parts  with  which  the  difeafed 
fpot  fympathifes,  remains  ftill  to  be  de- 
tailed, and  is  more  uncertain  in  its  effect. 

LXXIV. 

To  this  principle  we  may  refer  a  prac- 
tice very  much  followed  by  Boerhaave, 
that  of  curing  the  difeafe  by  purging ;  not 
by  the  ufe  of  mild  laxatives,  but  exprefsly, 
as  he  mentions,  by  draftics.  This  can  be 
conceived  to  ad\  in  no  other  way;  and,  as 
a  proof  of  it,  we  find,  that  while  this  prac- 
tice continued,  the  violence  of  the  irrita- 
tion frequently  occafioned  fvvelling  of  the 
tefticles,  and  other  painful  fymptoms,  thac 
are  the  ufual  effeds  of  powerful  irritation. 
So  much  was  Sydenham,  before  Boerhaave, 
prejudiced  in  its  favour,  as  to  advance,  that 
the  cure  of  gonorrhoea  in  this  way  was 
equally  infallible  as  that  of  lues  by  the  ufe 
of  mercury. 

G  It  This  h 
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This  pradice,  however,  though  Tupport- 
ed  long  by  the  difciples  of  Boerhaave,  has 
now  loft  ground ;  as  being  very  uncertain, 
independent  of  its  mifchievous  efFecfts,  and 
as  weakening  the  habit  to  no  manner  of 
purpofe.  The  avoiding  of  coftivenefs  is 
no  doubt  proper ;  but  any  evacuation  by 
the  inteftines  fhould  in  this  cafe  be  carried 
no  farther.  Thefe  inconveniences  of  the 
Boerhaavian  pradlice  are  well  pointed  out 
by  Sir  William  Fordyce* 

LXXV. 

Next  to  this,  as  adllng  in  the  fame 
manner,  may  be  mentioned  the  cure  of 
gonorrhoea,  happening  in  confequence  of 
the  ftate  of  the  glans  penis,  cither  from 
fome  morbid  affedion,  or  the  application 
of  remedies  to  it.  Thus  a  gonorrhcea  has 
been  known  to  be  removed  by  a  chancre 
attended  with  phymofis,  where  much  in- 
flammation took  place ;  and  at  prefent,  in 
obllinate  cafes  where  inje6lions  fail,  fome 
pradlitioners  very  fuccefsfully  employ  the 
pradice  of  rubbing  mercurial  ointment 

on 
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on  the  glans,  v^^hich  may  be  moft  probably 
referred  to  this  head. 

LXXVI. 

To  thefe  remedies,  before  finifhing  the 
prefent  plan  of  pradice,  may  be  added 
fome  others,  which  feem  to  anfwer  both 
its  views,  in  ading  at  the  fame  time  on  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe  and  alfo  on  the  fyftem  at 
large. 

Thus,  from  the  attack  of  adual  fever, 
fuch  a  general  irritation  is  excited  over  the 
body,  as  well  as  in  the  part  itfelf,  as  is  in- 
compatible with  the  a£lion  of  any  other 
morbid  caufe :  and  hence  gonorrhoea  is 
frequently,  during  this,  removed,  the 
virus  being  waflied  off  during  its  inadlivc 
ftate ;  and  a  complete  cure  is  thus  ef- 
feded,  though  fometimes  it  is  liable  to 
appear  again  after  the  termination  of  the 
difeafe;  or,  without  being  ftopt  in  its  ope- 
ration by  fever,  it  fhows  fometimes  its 
fymptoms  of  inflammation  confiderably 
increafed,  occafioning  a  cure  by  a  quick 
decay  of  the  difeafe. 

G  3  On 
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On  the  fame  principle,  the  internal  ufe 
of  balfamics  and  mercurials  in  gonorrhoea 
may  be  explained.  The  former  of  thefe 
are  well  known  to  excite  an  inflammation 
in  the  urinary  organs  by  any  continuance 
of  their  ufe,  and  the  moft  acute  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  we  find  at  times  to  fu- 
pervene;  which  has  baniflied  them  almofl 
entirely  from  pradlice,  and  rendered  this 
mode  of  treatment  very  juftly  repro- 
bated. 

LXXVIL 

This,  then,  comprehends  the  variety  of 
pradUcc  which  falls  under  the  two  firft 
modes  of  treating  the  prefent  difeafe,  ac- 
cording to  the  enumeration  formerly  made. 
We  proceed  therefore  to  the  laft ;  which 
depends  entirely  on  obviating  inflamma- 
tion by  the  common  means  of  the  anti- 
phlogiflic  plan,  and  thus  allowing  the  dif- 
eafe naturally  to  decay ;  while  the  views 
formed  here  in  the  application  of  it  are, 

I.  To  leffen  increafed  a^ion  in  the  part. 
And, 

2.  Tq 
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■z  To  llieath  ic  againft  irritation. 

LXXVIII. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  performed  by, 

a.  Bleeding;  and  it  is^^moft  ufcful  from 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe ;  but  is  feldom  ne- 
ceflary,  unlefs  in  fome  violent  cafes  of 
cordee. 

b.  By  fomentation  of  the  part ;  though 
this  is  feldom  of  any  ufe,  unlefs  where 
there  is  fome  external  affetflion  along  with 
the  difeafe.  And, 

c.  By  mild  laxatives,  pofTefling  little  or 
no  irritation ;  and  merely  evacuating  the 
inteftines,  fo  as  to  prevent  accumula- 
tion. 

LXXIX. 

The  fecond  view  in  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment is,  to  {heath  the  part  againfl:  irrita- 
tion.    And  this  is  accomplifhed  either 

by, 

a.  Applications  to  the  part  itfelf ;  or, 

b.  Altering  the  fecretions  that  afFed  it. 
Of  the  firft  are,  the  oleous  and  mucila- 

G  4  ginous 
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ginous  injections  at  prefent  fo  much  re- 
commended;  which,  uniting  with  the 
matter  formed,  leffeiis  the  virulence  of  its 
adion  on  the  parts. 

Of  the  fecond,  again,  we  can  only  men- 
tion dilution,  by  means  of  thin  watery 
liquids :  for  where  the  fecretion  is  inr 
creafed  by  diuretics,  as  they  are  all  of  an 
acrid  or  faline  nature,  though  they  occa- 
fion  an  increafed  flow,  yet  it  is  generally, 
more  Simulating  than  in  its  natural  ftate; 
and  hence  the  impropriety  of  that  pra6\ice 
with  nitrous  powders  fo  long  in  ufe.  Nay, 
even  dilution  itfelf  is  perhaps  improper,  asi 
the  increafed  flow  occafions  an  increafed 
action  of  the  organs;  and  it  is  the  flate  of 
action  in  the  part  difeafed  which  increafes 
the  violence  of  the  fymptoras. 

LXXX. 

These  are  all  the  different  modes  of 
practice  that  can  be  met  with  where  the 
difeafc  occurs  in  the  male  ;  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  adion  we  have  endeavoured 
to  explain.    But  in  proof  that  the  difeafe 

will 


I 


OF  GONORRHOEA. 


,  105 


ill  decay  of  itfelf,  it  is  remarked  by  Mr 
iunter,''thac  he  has  frequently  cured  it  by 
read  pills. 

Hence  he  concludes,  though  it  is  going 
a  great  deal  too  far,  and  which  by  no 
means  can  be  allowed,  that  it  is  cured  by 
:!1  forts  of  treatment,  and  frequently  by 
none. 

LXXXI. 

When  the  difeafe  happens  in  the  fe- 
male, the  treatment  is  much  the  fame. 
Only,  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  it  is  ge- 
nerally here  more  obftinate ;  that  it  re-^ 
quires  a  more  attentive  ufe  of  remedies  ; 
and  that  even  thefe  remedies  in  injedlion 
niay  be  employed  confiderably  ftronger 
here  than  to  the  urethra,  the  vagina  both 
poffcfrmg  lefs  fenfibility  and  the  difcharge 
from  it  being  alfo  more  conllderable,  fo  as 
to  weaken  greatly  the  adlion  of  remedies, 
and  lefTen  their  effed.  In  the  ufe  of  in,- 
je6\ions,  it  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that 
while  the  feat  of  infedion  in  the  male  is 
|ie?,r  the  extremity  of  the-  urethra,  in  the 

female, 
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female,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  circum- 
fiances  of  coition,  it  is  placed  pretty  high 
up  in  the  vagina;  and  the  injedion,  there-^ 
fore,  muft  be  carried  a  good  deal  far- 
ther, 

LXXXII. 

With  refpedl  to  the  management  of  the 
conflitution  during  the  progrefs  of  gonor-. 
rhoea,  a  fubjecfl  much  inlifted  on  by  au- 
thors, its  treatment  may  be  very  Ihortly 
detailed :  there  is  little  need  for  much  re^ 
Itridlion ;  nor  will  the  greater  number  of 
patients  even  comply  with  it.  Thofe  fti- 
mulants,  however,  which  accelerate  very 
much  the  circulation,  as  condiment  of  all 
kinds,  or  which  feem  to  have  a  particular 
determination  to  thefe  parts,  exciting  much 
kdlion  of  the  urinary  organs,  or  increafing 
the  acrimony  of  its  difcharge,  fhould  be 
cautloufly  avoided,  as  in  fome  degree 
tending  to  retard  the  cure. 

LXXXIII. 

To  conclude  this  part  of  our  fubje^fl,  it 

is 
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\8  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  treatment  of 
patients  under  gonorrhoea,  you  cannot  be 
too  accurate  in  your  diredions.  They 
have  all  themfelves  an  idea  of  the  (impli- 
clty  of  the  difeafe ;  and  are  therefore  hable 
to  blame  your  remedies,  when  they  are 
only  themfelves  in  fault  by  their  improper 
manner  of  ufing  them-  On  this  account, 
it  would  perhaps  be  of  fervice,  that  every 
praditioner  fhould  form  a  fet  of  general 
printed  diredions,  fuited  to  the  plan  of 
treatment  he  employs,  and  to  which  his 
patients  may  refer.  An  attempt  of  this 
kind  we  have  offered  in  the  following, 
adapted  to  the  firft  mode  of  pradice  (de- 
tailed LVII.  to  LIX.),  which  we  prefer. 

1.  Gonorrhoea  is  a  local  difeafe,  and 
only  to  be  cured  properly  and  fafely  by 
applications  to  the  difeafed  part  itfelf,  the 
chief  of  which  are  injedions ;  and  in  the 
choice  of  their  form  much  judgment  is 
required. 

2.  Let  the  injedion  (in  the  form  we  em- 
ploy it)  be  ufed  every  hour,  if  the  running 

is 
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is  confiderable;  if  not,  three  or  four  times 
a- day  will  be  fufiicient;  and,  when  ufed, 
let  it  be  carefully  retained  each  time  for  at 
leaft  half  a  minute,  by  compreffing  the 
glans  penis  round  the  point  of  the  fy- 
ringe. 

3.  The  time  moH:  proper  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  injeclion  is  immediately  after 
the  difcharge  of  urine,  if  left  to  choice,  as 
the  furface  of  the  urethra  is  then  moft  fuf- 
ceptible  of  its  a(5llon, 

4.  Every  injedion,  from  the  natural 
fenfibility  of  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  and 
more  fo  when  in  this  mprbid  flate,  mufl 
communicate  fome  flight  degree  of  pain 
in  its  application.  The  time  this  conti- 
nues after  its  removal  Will  determine  whe- 
ther the  inje(5lion  is  too  ftrong  :  for  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  pain  is  neceffary  to  the  cure; 
and,  as  the  medium  of  the  remedy  (accords 
ing  to  our  form)  is  an  oily  or  mucilagi- 
nous fluid,  in  diluting  it,  when  neceffary, 
the  patient  muft  attend  that  a  fluid  of  the 
fame  kind  is  to  be  chofen. 

5.  Coflivenefs  fhould  always  be  avoid- 

ed, 
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.ed,  as  iiicreafing  irritacion  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  and  thus  influencing  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
no  confiderable  loofehefs  fhould  be  pro- 
duced, as  having  a  limilar  cffedl,  and 
even  endangering  fweiling  of  the  tef-^ 
tides. 

6.  Let  the  acrimony  of  the  urine,  if 
naturally  fecreting  little,  and  feldom  void- 
ing it,  be  blunted  by  the  ufe  of  gum 
arabic;  but  an  additional  flow,  by  diluents, 
is  never  to  be  encouraged,  as  being  necef- 
farily  attended  with  an  increafed  action  of 
the  parts  fecreting  it,  which  fympathife 
with  the  feat  of  the  difeafe. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  management  of 

the  conftitution.  In  xliet,  little  reHric- 

tion  is  neceffary :  let,  however,  excefs  in 
drink  be  cautiouily  avoided  j  and  efpe- 
cially  of  thofe  liquors  which  have  a  ten- 
dency either  to  quicken  the  general  circu- 
lation, or  to  ad  particularly  on  the  or- 
gans of  urine. 

8.  In  every  gonorrhoea,  however  flight, 
as  the  inflammation  of  all  dependent  parts 

is 
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is  increafed  by  their  fituation,  fufpen- 
fion  fliould  be  early  and  conftantly  em- 
ployed. 

9.  By  attention  to  the  above  rules,  the 
cure  of  gonorrhoea  may  generally  be 
completed,  at  a  medium,  in  eight  or  ten 
days.  rt 
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A  FTER  gonorrhoea,  we'  are  naturally 
led  to  examine  that  ftate  of  the  con- 
tiguous parts  induced  by  it,  either  as  arir 
fing  during  its  progrefs,  or  as  fucceeding 
the  termination  of  the  difeafe. 

LXXXV. 

I.  Swelled  Testicle. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  where  the  difeafe  is 
violent,  and  the  inflammation,  inftead  of 
being  confined  to  the  furface,  extends 
deeper  into  the  urethra,  and  occafions  an 
irritation  of  its  higher  parts  afFeding  the 
mouths  of  the  veficulse  feminales,  is  a  fwel- 

ling 
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ling  of  one  or  both  tefticles,  termed  by 
authors  a  Hernia  Humoralis. 

LXXXVI. 

This  general  term  of  Hernia  has  been 
applied  by  writers  to  all  the  fwellings  of 
thefe  partvS;  and  the  addition  of  Humo- 
ralis, it  may  be  fuppofed,  has  been  in- 
tended to  exprefs  the  origin  of  the  fwelling 
as  arifing  from  the  increafed  impulfe  of 
fluids  producing  diilention,  and  not  from 
the  protrufion  of  any  folid  part.  Nay,  to 
avoid  even  tht  danger  of  miftake,  though 
h  was  hardly  neceflary,  they  have  gone  fo 
far  as  to  give  us  diagnoftics  of  the  difeafe ; 
which  are  drawn  from, 

1.  The  previous  afFedion  of  the  ure- 
thra. And, 

2.  The  appearance  of  the  fwelling  it- 
felf,  which  always  retains  the  figure  of  the 
tefticle. 

LXXXVIL 

The  fifft  fymptom  of  this  difeafe  is 
marked  by  an  increafed  pain  of  the  urc- 

i  thra. 
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tnra,  proceedings  in  a  diredion  towards 
the  veficulas  feniinales,  and  fucceeded  by 
a  degree  of  fwelling  in  the  vas  deferens, 
which  foon  communicates  to  the  epidy* 
dimis.  This  fwelling  generally  begins 
with,  or  is  preceded  by,  a  fuppreffion  of 
the  gonorrhoea!  difcharge.  At  times,  how- 
ever, the  running  is  little  afFeded  by  it,  or 
not  till  fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  From  the  epidydimis,  the  fwelling 
is  next  conveyed  to  the  teftiele  itfelf ;  and 
this  fwelling,  at  fir  ft  fofc  and  pulpy,  be-» 
comes  at  lad  hard  and  painful,  extending 
along  the  fpermatic  chord,  and  occaHonin^ 
a  painful  fenfation  of  the  groin,  &c. — • 
Symptoms  of  uneafinefs  in  other  parts  alfa 
arife;  as  pain  of  the  fmall  of  the  back, 
weaknefs  of  loins,  cholic,  naufea,  ficknefs^ 
&c.  and  an  obftinate  flrangury  often  at- 
tends. 

LXXXVII. 

This  fwelling  is  found  moft  frequently 
to  attack  only  one  teftiele.  Sometimes, 
however,  it  attacks  both;  or  on > leaving 
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tKe  one,  where  the  irritation  of  the  ure- 
thra continues,  and  of  courfe  the  difeafc  is 
not  fubdued,  it  afFeds  the  other.  Authors 
have  difputed  which  of  the  tefticles  is  moft 
frequently  the  fubjed  of  it.  The  right 
one  has  been  infilled  on ;  and  fome  rea- 
fons  may  be  given  from  anatomy  for  this 
preference. 

LXXXIX. 

The  opinions  of  authors  with  refpedl  to 
the  nature  of  this  complaint  have  been  va- 
rious; and  from  confidering  gonorrhoea  as 
induced  by  the  adlion  of  the  fpecific  virus, 
they  were  of  courfe  led  to  imagine,  that 
the  fame  fpecific  adtion  was  likcwife  ex- 
erted here.  In  this  the  early  writers  were 
particularly  confirmed  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  their  belief  in  the  gonorrhceal 
difcharge  being  feminal;  which  being  ge- 
nerally fupprefiTed  on  the  attack  of  this 
complaint,  the  retention  of  it  in  the  tefticle 
in  a  vitiated  ftate  came  to  be  afcribed  as 
its  caufe. — But  this  opinion  of  the  gonor- 
rhoea! difcharge  being  feminal  coming  to  be 

exploded, 
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exploded,  the  theory  of  tranflation  was  next 
introduced,  and  the  depofition  of  the  virus 
on  the  tefticle  itfelf  univerfally  admitted. 
This  was  thedoiflrine  ftrongly  inculcated  by 
Aftruc;  and  the  fyftem  of  morbific  matter 
then  prevailing  occafioned  its  being  long 
received.  The  manner,  however,  in  which 
this  tranilation  was  to  be  explained,  raifed 
difEcukies ;  and  on  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  courfe  of  the  lym- 
phatics, it  was  found  there  were  none  that 
could  poffibly  convey  the  virus  to  this  part 
without  its  firft  entering  the  habit.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  account  for  this  tranf- 
lation, the  paflage  of  the  virus  into  the 
circulation  was  believed,  and  that  from  it 
it  was  depofiied  here  as  on  a  feci^ting 
gland.    But  wherever  the  virus  is  once 
admitted  into  the  circulation,  a  confticu- 
tional  tainc,  or  complete  lues,  muft  be 
produced ;  and  in  all  cafes  of  general  in- 
fedion,  we  find  no  particular  determina- 
tion, except  in  fome  very  rare  inftances, 
ever  occur  to  the  tefticle.    Bcfides,  even 
from  the  fympcoms  of  the  difeafe,  this  • 
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opinion  is  overturned;  for,  admitting  it, 
the  fwelling  fliould  in  this  cafe  firft  begin 
in  the  tefticle,  and  from  thence  be  con- 
veyed to  the  epidydimis.  But  the  reverfe 
of  this  is  obferved  to  take  place ;  for  the 
fwelling  is  firft  in  the  vas  deferens,  extend- 
ing next  to  the  epidydimis,  and  laft  of  all 
to  the  tefticle  and  fpermacic  chord.  The 
fwelling  is  alfo  of  a  particular  nature.  It 
,  is  at  firft  foft  and  pulpy,  and  only  acquires 
a  degree  of  hardnefs,  tenfion,  and  pain, 
from  the  ftimulus  of  its  own  diftention ; 
and  hence  Dr  Swediauer  remarks,  that  it 
never  becomes  fo  for  five  or  fix  days,  till 
the  tefticle  is  to  a  certain  degree  diftended, 
and  the  pain  attending  it  is  more  of  that 
fickening  heavy  kind  which  marks  diften- 
tion. To  account,  then,  for  this  affedlion, 
fympathy  came  at  laft  to  be  introdu- 
ced ;  and  this  was  rendered  the  more  pro- 
bable from  obfervation  of  the  eifeds  of 
fimple  irritating  applications  to  the  higher- 
parts  of  the  urethra.  This  fwelling  of  the 
tefticle  has  been  known  frequently  to  fuc- 
ceed  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  The 

fame 
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Tame  has  been  remarked  to  fucceed  the  too 
rude  application  of  a  bougie;  and  hence 
fimple  irritation  is  alone  fu5icient  for  this 
effea.  But  even  in  admitting  this  fimple  ir- 
ritation as  fufficient,  praditioners  have  flill 
been  fond  of  the  theory  of  tranflation ;  and 
the  pafFage  of  the  virus  higher  up  into  the 
urethra  has  been  mentioned  as  occafioning 
it.  But  what  necefficy  is  there  for  this 
fuppofed  tranflation?  What  evidence  have 
we  of  it?  The  venereal  virus,  we  contend, 
never  leaves  its  original  feat  when  once 
depofited  in  the  urethra,  except  ulceration 
occur;  and  thefe  fymptoms  of  irritation 
arifing  are  merely  an  efFedl  of  the  increafe 
of  inflammation  in  that  part  to  which  it  ir> 
originally  applied,  communicated  from 
thence  by  fympathy  to  the  higher  parts  of 
the  urethra;  for  the  adion  of  the  venereal 
virus  we  find  always  circumfcribed;  hence 
it  is  particular  fpots  of  the  urethra,  as  we 
may  judge  from  fymptoms,  'it  afl^ecls* 
Befides,  the  virus  could  only  be  conveyed 
to  the  higher  parts,  every  author  mufl:  al- 
}ovVj  by  abforption.    The  abfor bents  near 
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the  feat  of  the  difeafe  are  the  only  ones 
that  could  in  this  cafe  adl;  and  if  they  did, 
their  diredlion  is  not  towards  the  furface. 
of  the  higher  parts  of  the  urethra,  but 
more  internally  towards  the  groin,  as  we 
know  by  the  occurrence  of  bubo,  wherever 
a  lefion  of  furface  as  an  accidental  confe- 
quence  of  gonorrhoea  takes  place.  Nay, 
were  the  virus  adling  in  a  fpecific  manner 
on  the  higher  parts  of  the  urethra,  from 
the  violence  of  fymptoms  which  attends 
this  afFedlion,  and  from  the  charadleriftic 
of  its  operation  in  all  cafes  to  form  matter^ 
as  thefe  parts  are  incapable  naturally  of 
fecreting  a  matter  to  blunt  its  a6lion,  two 
things Tnuft  neceJTarily  happen. 

1.  The  produdion  of  ulceration  intro- 
ducing pox  ;  but  conftitutional  fymp- 
toms do  not  fuccecd  hernia  humoralis* 
And, 

2.  As^the  confequence  of  the  former,  in- 
curable fore  or  gleet  fliould  fupervene:  but 
during  its  a6lion,  we  find  generally  the 
difcharge  wholly  fupprefTed;  or,  if  return- 

in§9 
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ing,  it  cUfcovers  no  fymptoms  marking  ul- 
ration. 

xa 

The  circumflances  increafing  the  ia» 
flammation  of  the  urethra,  and  proving 
therefore  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  com- 
plaint, are, 

I.  Any  cold  application  to  the  part;  as 
expofure  to  cold  air,  wafhing  with  cold 
water,  &c. 

.  2.  Acrid  aftringent  injedlions  :  and  in 
this  way  only  can  aftringents  prove  hurt- 
ful, by  increafing  inflammation ;  not  by 
locking  up  matter^  according  to  common 
opinion. 

3.  Exceffive  purging :  and  hence  this 
complaint  was  formerly  more  frequent 
when  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies  was  in  re- 
pute for  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea.  And, 

4.  Excefs  of  venery,  or  any  violent  ex- 
ercife  affeding  thefe  parts,  as  riding  on 
horfeback,  Sec. 
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XCL 

The  duration  of  this  difeafe  is  various ; 
dependuig  much  on  the  irrltabihty  of  the 
patient,  and  whether  previoufly  fubje(5l  to 
this  affedion.  There  is  always  then  dan- 
ger of  its  returning  in  fucceeding  gonor- 
rhoea ;  and  from  the  flate  of  the  part  in- 
duced by  it,  or  that  tendency  to  altered 
organization,  the  effed  of  all  inflamma- 
tion, it  is  more  difficult  to  remove.  In 
fome,  however,  the  difeafe  terminates  in  a 
few  days  ;  while,  in  others,  it  will  conti- 
nue for  the  fpace  of  a  month  before  any 
fenfiblc  diminution  of  its  bulk  is  per- 
ceived, 

xcir. 

The  termination  of  this  difeafe  is  for 
the  moft  part  in  refolution,  and  fuppura- 
-tion  does  not  take  place  in  one  of  a  thou- 
iand.  cafes.  It  is  even  denied  by  fome 
authors  as  ever  happening,  except  it  arifes 
from  a  conftitutional  taint,  an  afFedion 
very  rarely  met  wi^<    This  termination, 

however. 
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however,  fometimes  occurs  when  it  paflc* 
into  the  chronic  ftate. 

I  XCIIL 

.  But  though  this  termination  by  refoki- 
tion  takes  place  from  the  complex  ftrudlnre 
of  the  affe(5ted  part,  peculiar  circumftances 
frequently  attend  it  which  require  atten- 
tion.   Thefe  are, 

1 .  A  general  hardnefs  of  the  tefticle  to 
a  c?rtain  degree,  which  always?  remains, 
and  from  certain  caufes  frequently  dege- 
nerates into  fcirrhus ;  for  previous  inflam- 
mation of  the  tefticle,  from  the  peculiar 
Urudlure  of  the  part,  gives  always  a  pre- 
difpofition  to  this. 

2.  The  fame  ftate  of  the  epidydimis ; 
with  this  remarkable  circumftance,  that  ic 
frequently  in  time  ihrivels  away  entirely^ 
and  that  without  any  hurtful  efFeft ;  for 
in  thefe  cafes  they  retain  the  fame  venereal 
powers  and  inclinations  as  other  men. 

XCIV. 

F^iOM  this  general  hardnefs  of  the  tef- 

ticle. 
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tide,  even  where  no  fcirrhus  occurs,  a  de- 
gree of  diftention  of  the  fpermatic  chord 
is  often  obfervable ;  and  hence  the  a(5lual 
ftate  of  fcirrhus  of  the  part  may  be  fup- 
pofed  when  no  fuch  afFedion  has  yet  ta- 
ken place, 

XCV. 

In  forming  a  prognofis  of  hernia  hu-^ 
moralis,  we  are  to  judge  of  it  by  its  being 
more  or  lefs  eafily  fubdued,  as  markeS  by 
a  diminution  of  its  fize,  with  the  departure 
of  pain,  and  return  of  the  former  dif- 
charge  generally  in  increafed  quantity. 
But  where,  with  the  abatement  of  pain, 
there  is  no  alteration  in  its  fize,  and  the 
running,  if  returning,  is  but  trifling,  then 
there  is  danger,  by  its  continuance,  of  its 
termination  in  fcirrhus. 

XCVI. 

Having  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  the 
nature  of  this  affedlion,  we  next  proceed 
to  examine  its  treatment:  and  for  this 
purpofe,  four  indications  prefentj  the  two 

former 
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former  of  which  are  adapted  to  its  acute, 
the  latter  to  its  chronic  ftate. 

XCVII. 

The  firft  and  primary  one  is,  to  dimi- 
riifh  the  power  of  irritation  in  the  afFeded 
pare  by, 

1.  Producing  infenfibility  to  its  adlion. 
And, 

2.  LefTening  the  increafed  force  of  chi? 
general  circulation. 

XCVIII. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  to  be  entirely  cf-^ 
feded  by  the  ufe  of  opiates :  and  from  the 
previous  account  of  the  difeafe,  its  pro- 
,priety  will  appear ;  though  we  are  chiefly 
indebted  to  Dr  Swediauer  for  being  the 
firft  who  infifted  on  its  utility,  and  by  the 
fuccefs  of  his  pracflice  proved  its  efficacy. 
It  was  indeed  formerly  taken  notice  of  by 
Dr  Chapman  ;  who  remarks,  that  he  has 
Jjinowa  the  difeafe  fubfide  by  opiates,  after 
^bleeding,  fomenting,  and  poultices  had  no 
^ffed.    There  is  little  doubt  that  mofl 
;,praditioners  h^ve  employed  them,  though 
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it  has  been  only  in  this  difeafe  with  the 
fimple  intention  of  obviating  pain:  but 
they  are  here  more  generally  indicated,  as 
confirmed  by  Dr  Swediauer's  pra(5lice;  .and 
in  every  local  difeafe,  the  effedl  of  fimple 
irritation,  they  cannot  be  too  liberally  em- 
ployed. They  arc  moft  properly  given 
in  glyfter,  and  that  in  a  full  dofe  at  once; 
repeated  at  the  diftance  of  12  hours,  or 
oftener,  as  indicated  by  the  continuance 
of  irritation  and  the  violence  of  pain.  For 
in  all  cafes  of  fixed  irritation  of  a  part, 
remedies  applied  to  the  body  have  then 
lefs  effc6l  than  ufual,  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem  fympathifing  in  a  high  degree  with 
the  afFedled  part,  which  renders  a  more 
powerful  exhibition  of  them  in  thefe  fitu- 
tions  neceffary. 

XCIX. 

The  increafed  force  of  the  general  cir- 
culation, the  fecond  part  of  the  prefent  in- 
dication, is  diminilhed  by, 

1,  General  blood-letting. 

2.  Attention  to  pofture.  And, 

3  3,  Simply 
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3.  Simply  removing  accumulations  of 
the  redum. 

C. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  unlefs  the  fever  is 
conliderable,  that  is,  as  Dr  Swediauer  ex- 
prefles  it,  unlefs  the  pulfe  be  accelerated^ 
full,  and  ftrong,  is  never  to  be  had  re- 
courfe  to  ;  and  even  then,  we  mufl  be  de- 
termined by  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient. If  attentive  early  to  the  difeafe,  a 
degree  of  increafed  aclion  will  almoft  never 
occur;  as  it  only  comes  on  after  the  adlual 
ftate  of  inflammation  in  the  tefticle  has  for 
fome  time  taken  place,  and  is  never,  from 
the  repeated  obfervations  of  authors,  any 
part  of  the  original  difeafe.  Yet  wherever 
blood-letting  is  in  thefe  cafes  employed,  it 
fhould  be  done  very  largely;  for  in  all 
difeafes  of  particular  organs  pofFeffing 
much  fenfibility,  the  common  antiphlo- 
giftic  plan  we  find  too  flow  in  its  operation 
to  have  much  effe<ft. 
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CI. 

'The  fecond  means  of  preventing  the 
increafe  of  fwelling,  or  a  horizontal  po- 
fture,  fliould  be  ftridlly  recommended 
from  the  particular  dependent  fituation  of 
the  affeded^  part.  This  attention  to  po-> 
flure,  in  moft  acute  difeafes,  is  of  import- 
ance ;  as  both  fufpending  the  adlion  of 
mufcles  which  influence  the  circulation  of 
parts,  and  in  the  prcfent  cafe  it  in  fome 
degree  breaks  alfo  the  force  from  the  quan- 
tity which  is  increafed  by  an  upright  po- 
fture.  Hence  the  moft  certain  relief  is 
experienced  from  it,  and  the  uneafinefs 
by  its  weight  communicating  pain  to  the 
higher  parts  rendered  lefs  extenfive :  for 
even  fufpenfion,  though  fomewhat  allevi- 
ating pain,  is  here  not  fufficient;  and  a  ho- 
rizontal' pofture  fhould  never  on  any  ac- 
count be  difpenfed  with. 

CII. 

The  removal  of  coftlvenefs  defer ves 
likcwile  to  be  attended  to,  as  fomewhat 
.  3  anfweri ng 
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anfwerlng  the  prefent  intention ;  but  more 
particularly  as  allowing  the  efFedt  of  opiates 
ipplied  to  this  fituation  to  be  more  powerful. 

cm. 

This,  then,  forms  the  firft  indication  in 
the  cure  of  the  prefent  afFedion ;  and  the 
fecond  confifts  in  either, 

1 .  Leffening  as  quickly  as  po  flible  the 
accumulated  load  in  the  part  itfelf ;  or, 

2.  Rendering  the  latter  capable  of  fup- 
porting  the  diftention. 

CIV. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  performed  by  to- 
pical venefe<5lion ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
leeches  ftiould  be  applied  in  a  number  pro- 
portioned to  the  Rate  of  the  difeafe  and 
violence  of  the  inflammation.  They  fhould 
be  applied  at  that  time  when  the  opiate  ia 
beginning  to  have  efFe<fl,  or  to  exert  its  fe- 
dative  power;  and  by  removing  the  accu- 
mulation at  this  time,  the  difeafe,  without 
any  necelTiry  for  a  repetition  of  remedies, 
will  frequently  be  fubducd.   From  fomc 

degree 
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degree  of  irriution,  however,  attending  the 

ufeofleeches,  and  the  particular  nature  of  the 
inflammatipn  itfelf  (defcribed  LXXXVl.), 
many  have  laid  little  ftrefs  on  their  appli- 
cation; and  the  rendering  the  part  capable 
of  fupporting  the  diftenfion  by  relaxation 
has  been  preferred.  The  relaxing  applica- 
tion which  we  find  moft  effedual,  is  warm 
fleams  received  on  the  part  frequently,  and 
continued  for  half  an  hour  or  three  quar- 
ters at  a  time;  the  patient  being  placed 
with  this  view  on  a  perforated  chair  or 
any  other  convenience,  and  the  tefticles 
previoufly  fufpended.  This  is  certainly 
the  moft  a<5live  ftate  which  the  combina- 
tion of  heat  and  moifture  can  receive;  and, 
where  it  can  be  had,  is  an  application  to 
be  preferred  for  this  purpofe  both  to  fo- 
mentation and  poultice;  though,  after  the 
former,  a  poultice  may  be  applied,  which 
will  increafe  its  efFedl. 

CV. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  complaint,  the 
conftitutional  management  requires,  per- 

haDS, 
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jiaps,  more  ftrianefs  than  in  almofl  any 
other  difeafe.  The  antiphlogiftic  plan  is 
to  be  mod  rigidly  perfevered  in;  and  every 
thing  that  can  i©  the  leaft  tend  to  excite 
the  adion  of  thefe  parts  cautioufly  avoid- 
ed. 

CVI. 

By  thefe  two  indications,  pointed  out 
XCVIL  GUI.  the  difeafe  in  its  acute  ftate^ 
as  obferved  XGVL  comes  to  be  removed ; 
but  from  the  enlarged  fize  of  the  tefticle 
frequently  remaining,  its  altered  organiza- 
tion giving  a  predifpofition  to  fcirrhus,  or 
this  laft  having  adlually  commenced,  two 
others  arife,  which  differ  from  the  former, 
and  are  direcfled  to  obviate  its  confequen- 
ces  in  the  part.  As  thefe  confequencea 
confift  in  its  hardnefs  and  fwelling,  the 
third  indication  formed  is,  to  attempt  its 
difcuflion,  either, 

I.  By  fubduing  any  remains  of  irrita- 
tion continuing  the  former  (late,  and  in- 
creafing  the  morbid  adion  of  the  veffels  of 
the  part.  Or, 

I  2.  By 
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2.  By  exciting  the  powers  of  the  orgaii 
difeafed,  fo  as  to  produce  a  tendency  to 
acute  inflancimation,  or  even  this  laft  ftate; 
and  thus  to  remove  the  effeds  of  the  altered 
organization. 

CVIL 

For  inflammation  is  a  procefs  on  which 
moft  changes  in  the  ftrudure  of  parts  de- 
depend,  and  which  poflefTes  very  opposite 
effedls  according  to  the  different  ftaie  of  the 
parts  in  which  it  appears.  In  healthy  parts, 
it  evidently  induces  difcafe;  and  in  the 
fame  parts,  again,  under  difeafe,  when 
excited  in  certain  degrees  fuited  to  the 
flate  of  the  parts,  on  which  its  fuccefs  de- 
pends, it  either  again  reftores  the  healthy 
ftate,  or  alters  fo  far  the  texture  of  the  part 
as  at  leaft  to  remove  the  prefent  ajffedion 
for  which  it  is  applied. 

CVIII. 

The  firfl  dlvifion  of  this  third  indica- 
tion, then,  is  effeded  by  the  hberal  ufe  of 
fedatives,  which  are  chiefly  opium  and 

cicuca^ 
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cicuta  ;  and  in  this  cafe  they  are  pointed 
out  by  the  fwelling  difcovering  much  pain 
or  occurring  in  an  irritable  habit.  Some 
authors  have  fuppofedj  that  the  latter  of 
thefe,  the  cicUta,  polTefles  a  fpecific  adlion 
jn  thefe  parts,  from  the  fuccefs  attending 
ts  ufe;  and  which  is  not  fo  frequent  in 
its  application  to  fcirrhi  elfe where.  Ic 
fhould  be  ufed  in  every  form,  both  topi- 
cally as  well  as  internally ;  and  till  given 
in  confiderable  quantities,  it  pofFelfes  gene* 
rally  little  effedl.  It  is  more  fuited  to  thofe 
in  whom  the  difeafe  retains  ftill  fomething 
of  its  acute  nature,  and  where  the  altered 
organization  of  the  gland  is  not  far  ad^ 
vanced.  The  firft  to  whom  we  are  in-* 
debted  for  the  long  lift  of  fedativ^s  intro- 
duced into  pradice  in  the  cure  of  fuch 
glandular  afFedions,  was  Dr  Storck.  With 
him  they  certainly  had  a  fuccefs  which 
future  experience  has  not  always  con- 
firmed ;  and  as  we  cannot  doubt  Dr 
Storck's  authority,  it  muft  therefore  have 
depended  on  that  nice  difcrimination  of 
i'ircumftanccs  indicating  their  application, 

1  2  and 
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and  which  an  accurate  obferver  naturally 
acquires;  as  the  ftage  of  the  difeafe  at 
which  they  are  applied,  the  habit  in  which 
it  occurs,  and  the  height  likewife  to  which, 
their  dofes  are  carried. 

CVIII. 

The  fecond  divifion  of  this  third  indi- 
cation, in  which  we  attempt  overcoming 
the  fcirrhous  ftate  by  exciting  in  its  veflels 
an  increafed  adlion,  is  more  difficult  to 
perform  j  and  its  propriety  is  pointed  out 
in  thofe  particular  cafes  where  an  indo- 
lence in  the  fwelling  and  abfence  of  pain 
chiefly  prevail.  It  is  performed  by  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  mezereon,  and  other  acrid 
fubftances  of  a  very  penetrating  nature; 
The  mercury,  however,  is  generally  with 
this  view  preferred  j  and  as  the  cafes  oc- 
curring in  pra(5lice  are  more  commonly  of 
a  mixt  nature,  it  is  ufual  to  combine  it 
with  remedies  of  the  former  elafs,  particu- 
larly the  cicuta.  Where  it  is  effcdual,  it 
very  frequently  induces  fuppuration  y  and 
this  is  always  a  termination  in  thefe  cafes 

to 
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to  be  promoted  where  there  appears  the 
fmalleft  tendency  to  it.  The  mezereon 
hzs  of  late  been  much  recommended,  and 
is  to  be  ufed  in  this  cafe  both  'internally 
and  topically.  Its  beft  form  is  the  decoc- 
tion ;  though  it  is  very  apt  to  naufeate, 
and  of  courfe  foon  difguft  the  patient. 

In  perufing  the  different  periodical  pub- 
lications, a  number  of  different  fubflances 
are  mentioned  as  fuccefsful  in  particular 
ficuations  of  the  prefenc  difeafe.  Their 
.  a^lion  may  be  readily  explained  on  the 
principles  laid  down;  and  for  the  parti- 
cul-ars  of  their  fuccefs,  we  refer  to  the  pub- 
lications themfelves. 

ex. 

But  where  this  third  indication,  as 
fometimes  happens^  is  altogether  ineffec- 
tual for  producing  an  alteration  of  the 
difeafe,  we  next  confider  what  farther  re- 
fource  is  in  our  power  for  its  removal,  or 
how  far  exciting  a  fuperior  irritation  to 
that  in  tte  feat  of  the  difeafe,  in  a  part 
with  whicli  it  fympathifcs,  may  be  attend- 

I  3  ed 
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with,  advantage ;  and  this  forms  tlie 
fourth  indication  for  its  cure. 

CXL 

From  the  general  confent  of  the  ftomach 
with  every  part,  the  ufe  of  vomits  on  this 
principle  has  been  experienced  often  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  in  the  acute  ftage  of  the  difeafe 
operate  frequently  like  a  charm.  The  vo- 
jnit  here  preferred  has  been  commonly 
two  or  three  grains  of  turbith  mineral ; 
not  that  it  poifejles  any  fpecific  efFec^l,  but 
from  the  violence  of  its  acflion  it^  fucccfs 
here  has  been  more  confiderable, 

CXII. 

Next  to  the  ftomach,  from  its  connec- 
tion vyith  the  tedicle,  and  from  its  (late 
being  originally  the  caufe  of  the  prefenti 
difeafe,  an  irritation  of  the  urethra  indu- 
cing a  difcharge  has  been  had  recourfe  to, 
The  methods  of  exciting  this  are  various. 

I.  By. receiving  a  new  irifedlion,  or  vi- 
rulent gonorrhoea. 

}3y  the  i|itrpdu(5llon  of  a  common 

bougie  5 
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bougie ;  continuing  it  till  it  produces  am 
irritation  attended  with  a  copious  difcharge. 

3.  What  is  reckoned  preferable  to  either 
of  the  former  is,  the  introdudion  of  a 
bougie  ftained  with  venereal  matter  ;  and 
this  praaice  has  of  late  been  often  tri^d  in 
the  military  hofpitals  in  Germany.  It  is 
a  mode  of  pradicc,  however,  to  which 
very  few  will  be  fond  of  fubmitting  in  this 
country;  and  is  only  authorifed  in  defpe- 
rate  cafes,  where  there  is  no  alternative  but 
the  ufe  of  the  fcalpel.  Dr  Swediauer 
mentions  no  lefs  than  four  inftances  of  its 
fuccefs  in  his  own  pradlice  ;  and  where, 
no  doubt,  the  urgency  of  the  cafes  rendered 
it  fufficiently  cxcufable.  For  its  fuccefs, 
however,  much  depends  on  the  ftate  of  the 
tefticle,  or  the  height  to  which  the  difeafe 
has  arrived.  Its  propriety  is  pointed  out 
by  its  analogy  with  an  ilTue,  where  a  de- 
pofition  on  a  particular  part  is  prevented 
by  foliciting  a  proper  quantity  of  dif" 
<ehargefrom  a  neighbouring  part. 
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CXIII. 

The  method  of  inoculation  by  tht 
bougie,  as  it  is  termed,  is  this :  It  confifts 
in  introducing  into  the  difeafed  urethra  of 
a  patient  under  gonorrhoea  a  common 
bougie,  and  retaining  it  there  till  it  is  well 
imbued  with  the  gonorrhoeal  matter. 
This  being  applied  to  the  furface  of  a  clean  ^ 
"urethra,  is  to  be  kept  there  for  four  or  fix 
hours,  till  the  fymptoms  of  increafing  pain 
difplay  its  e£fe6l  in  producing  the  difeafe. 
If  the  fymptoms  of  the  tefticle,  then,  do 
not  remit,  and  thofe  of  the  gonorrhoea  are 
mild,  and  the  difcharge  but  fmall,  a  new 
inoculation  is  to  be  made  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  formerly,  and  even  repeated  if  ne- 
ceflary;  taking  care,  however,  that  its  feat 
be  near  the  extremity  of  the  glans.  This 
mode  of  pra<5lice  is  very  much  trufted  to ; 
and  diredlions  have  been  even  given,  where 
no  recent  gonorrhoeal  matter  is  to  be  had, 
for  drying  it  on  a  bougie,  fo  as  to  be  at  any 
t;in>e  fit  for  ufe. 
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'  But  when  the  fcirrhus  refifts  all  thofe 
methods  of  pradice  detailed,  which  will 
ibmetimes  occur,  though  more  rarely,  and 
when  of  courfe  there  is  danger  of  its  ex- 
tending to  the  fj:)ermatic  chord,  and  termi- 
nating foon  in  cancer,  the  only  profpedl  of 
cure  that  is  then  afforded  is  by  the  extir- 
pation of  the  teflicle.  It  may  be  remark- 
ed, however,  that  though  part  of  the  gland 
is  in  a  ftate  of  fcirrhus,  the  reft  is  oftea 
free  from  difeafe.  If  the  fcirrhous  part,  • 
therefore,  is  not  much  connected  with  the 
fecretion,  or  does  not  materially  prevent 
it,  the  fundlion  of  the  organ  will  continue 
to  go  on,  and  the  fcirrhous  part  remain 
entirely  indolent.  This  we  find  to  be 
frequently  the  cafe,  as  formerly  obferved 
'with  the  epidydimis. 


cxv. 
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11.  Gleet. 

When  the  difcharge  of  gonorrhoea  con- 
tinues in  both  fexes  after  the  a^live  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe  are  removed,  attended 
with  a  particular  weaknefs  not  felt  during 
Its  former  ftate;  or  when  a  difcharge  fi-, 
milar  to  that  obferved  in  gonorrhoea  makes 
its  appearance  fome  time  after  the  total  de- 
parture of  the  previous  afFe^lion ;  the  difeafe 
then  receives  the  appellation  of  Gleet,  and 
differs  from  the  former  both  in  its  nature 
and  caufes.  Hence  it  is  always  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  the  effecft  of  former  venereal  ex- 
cefTes,  and  has  its  virulence  increafed  by 
whatever  accelerates  the  general  circulation. 

CXVI. 

No  venereal  affection  is  perhaps  fo  ob- 
ftinate  in  its  cure  as  gleet;  and  it  will  often 
depart  of  itfelf  after  every  method  has 
been  inefFedually  employed.  In  attempt- 
ing  its  cure,  however,  much  depends  on 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  feveral  caufes 

from 
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from  which  it  arifes ;  and  thefe  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  three  heads  of, 

1.  Stridure  in  fome  pare  of  the  paf- 
fage. 

2.  Ulceration.  Or, 

3.  Simple  relaxation  of  the  mucous 
glands  conveying  the  former  difcharge. 

CXVII. 

Stricture  is  perhaps  the  mofl:  frequent 
caufe  of  gleet.  It  is  the  effedt  of  previous 
inflammation  during  the  progrefs  of  go- 
norrhoea ;  and  confifts  in, 

1 .  A  thickening  of  the  urethra  at  a  par- 
ticular part. 

2.  An  excrefcence  from  its  furface.  Or, 

3.  A  fwelling  of  the  proftate  or  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  glandular  parts. 

By  the  exiftence  of  either  of  thefe,  an 
irritation  in  the  urethra  is  kept  up,  which 
occafions  the  continuance  of  the  difcharge 
eftabliflied  by  habit ;  or  this  difcharge  is 
excited,  when  the  urethra  is  in  fuch  a  ftate, 
by  any  excefs  giving  to  the  urine  an  un- 
'  Ufcl  ftimulus,  and  increafmg  the  circula- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  part.  Hence  it  generally  ap- 
pears after  much  drinking,  venery,  and 
other  irregularities ;  and  is  generally  ex- 
perienced word  during  the  continuance  of 
cold  weather. 

CXVIII. 

*  - 

The  firft  fpecies  of  ftridlure,  ora  thiclc- 
ening  of  fome  portion  of  the  fpongy  fub- 
llance  of  the  urethra,  is  the  moft  frequent 
fource  of  this  complaint.  It  depends  on 
an  extravafation  of  lymph  into  the  reticu- 
lar membrane  during  the  violence  of  cor- 
dee,  and  is  particularly  marked  by  fre- 
quent ere(5tions  in  the  night,  when  a  fenfe 
of  tenfion  and  refiftance  is  felt  at  a  parti- 
cular part,  as  the  diftenfibility  of  the  penis 
is  here  fomewhat  deftroyed.  The  intro- 
du($^ion  of  a  fmall  bougie,  by  being  fome- 
what ftopt  in  its  progrefs  at  this  part,  will 
likewife  dete(^t  it.  This  complaint  generally 
increafcs  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  of 
ere6\ion,  as  it  yields  in  fome  degree  to  the 
forcf  of  the  fluid  diflending  the  penis. 


CXIX. 
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CXIX. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  ftriaure,  arlfing 
from  an  excrefcence  or  callofity  in  the 
paffage,  is  lefs  common.  It  is  even  denied 
by  fome  furgeons  of  the  firft  authority  as 
ever  exifting ;  and  we  fliould  therefore  be 
inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  it  had  firft  been 
the  fuggeftion  of  theory^  to  which  time 
had  given  a  fandion  as  a  matter  of  fadl. 
Mr  Daran,  the  moft  fuccefsful  pradlitioner 
that  ever  attempted  the  cure  of  the  prefenG 
difeafe,  has  been  fond  of  magnifying  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  j  and,  on 
that  account,  has  laboured  much  to  efta- 
blifh  its  frequent  occurrence.  That  warts 
may  arife  in  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  as 
well  as  on  the  prepuce  and  glans,  is 
probable :  but  we  would  allege,  that  they 
are  very  rare ;  and  even  pradlitioners  of  the 
firft  reputation  in  this  line  have  never  met 
with  above  a  fingle  cafe  of  the  difeafe. 

Gallofities,  again,  or  fears  from  former 
ulceration,  are  ftill  lefs  frequent ;  as  even 
thofe  who  allege  that  ulcers,  in  every  cafe 

of 
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of  gonorrhoea,  exiH:,  have  found  it  difficult 
to  trace  their  remains.  Authors,  there- 
fore, have  been  too  much  led  by  theory, 
^ild  fuppofed  they  met  with  thefe  difEcul- 
ties  when  no  fuch  adually  occurred. 

GXX. 

Tjie  lafl:  fpecies  of  ftridure  mentioned, 
is  the  fwelling  of  the  proflate,  verumonta- 
num,  or  fome  of  the  neighbouring  glan- 
dular parts.  This  fwelling  is  the  efFedl  of 
previous  inflammation  from  gonorrhoea, 
communicated  here  by  fympathy;  and 
fuch  fympathetic  fwellings  have  this  pe- 
culiarity, that  they  pofTels  a  natural  ten- 
dency, where  the  irritation  is  long  conti- 
nued, to  depart  by  fcirrhus.  The  fwelling 
of  the  proftate  gland  is  chiefly  known  by 
the  catheter  meeting  no  refiftance  till  it 
arrive  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  and  by 
the  introduction  of  the  finger  into  the  anus 
this  fwelling  may  even  be  felt.  It  appears 
from  difleclion  a  more  frequent  caufe  of 
this  complaint  than  is  generally  imagined ; 
and  is,  at  the  fame  time,  more  frequently 

2  % 
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a  fcropliulous  afFedion  than  from  a  fpe- 
cific  caufe.  It  is  always  to  be  confidered 
as  dangerous  j  though  it  is  furprifing  we 
fhould  find  Kir  Daran  confidering  this, 
and  all  fcirrhous  fwellings  of  thefe  parts, 
as  fo  trifling,  and  as  yielding  fo  readily  to 
his  modes  of  pra(5lice,  when  they'appear  fo 
obftinate  in  other  parts ;  and  we  inuft 
therefore  conclude,  that  Mr  Daran  muft 
have  frequently  miftaken  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafc.  Nay,  the  facility  with  which  you 
find  him  in  every  inftance  afcertain  it, 
which  every  other  practitioner  has  allowed 
to  be  often  a  matter  of  confiderable  diffi- 
culty, leads  us  to  fuch  a  conclufion. 

Where  the  verumontanum  is  enlarged,  it 
is  only  to  be  known  by  pain  attending 
^he  emiflion  of  femen. 

CXXI. 

From  ftridlure,  we  come  to  confider 
the  fecond  caufe  of  gleet  enumerated,  or 
ulceration.  And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
though  it  was  refufed  as  in  any  cafe  pro- 
per to  fimple  gonorrhoea,  or  fuch  as  occurs 

in 
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in  nine  hundred  and  ninety  out  of  a  thou- 
land  cafes  in  pradice,  and,  even  when  hap- 
pening, elTentially  altering  the  nature  of 
this  affedtion ;  yet  it  is  properly  admitted 
here  as  a  caufe  of  gleet.  Many  authors 
have  indeed  denied  the  exiftence  of  ulcera- 
tion her^,  though  it  is  fupported  by  feve- 
ral  refpedlable  anatomifts;  and  Fordyce 
exprefsly;  tells  us,  that  he  has  feen  internal 
chancre,  for  fo  he  terms  it,  frequently  keep 
up  the  difcharge  of  gleet.  Wherever  it 
occurs,  it  is  a  fign  of  infedlion  being  com- 
municated to  the  habit,  and  conftitutional 
fymptoms  may  be  expedted  to  fupervene. 
The  particular  feat  of  thefe  ulcerations 
cannot  be  determined  by  the  appearance 
of  fymptoms ;  and  fuch  ulcerations  will 
feldom  yield  to  general  remedies,  as  the 
flow  of  urine  keeps  up  a  conftant  fecretion 
of  matter  from  their  furface.  The  figns 
of  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  urethra  are, 

1.  Streaks  of  blood  tinging  the  matter 
difcharged. 

2.  Real  blood  palTed.  Or, 

'    3.  Acute  pain  confined  to  one  particular 
2  fpot  3 
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ipot;  and  felt  moft  fliarply  on  preffure, 
the  introduaion  of  the  catheter,  or  on  the 
emiffion  of  urine. 

But  a  queftion  here  naturally  prefents, 
Whether  fuch  ulcerations  are  ever  without 
ftridlure;  or  whether  perhaps  they  arife 
bnly  as  an  efFedl  of  it  ?  That  they  do  fre- 
quently arife  as  an  effedt  of  it,  is  certain  ; 
but  that  they  may  exift  independent  of 
ftri(5lure,  we  have  every  reafon  for  alleging, 
and  efpecially  in  irritable  habits,  where  a 
breach  of  folid  eafily  takes  place. 

CXXII. 

The  lad  caufe  of  gleet,  or  fimple  relax- 
ation of  the  mucous  glands,  is  perhaps  the 
leafl  frequent  of  any;  and  it  has  been  even 
afferted  by  many  as  never  happening ;  for 
the  difcharge,  they  are  of  Opinion,  without 
the  prefence.of  fome  fource  of  irritation^ 
tannot  be  continued.  Vrom  what  is  ob- 
ferved,  however,  in  the  cafe  of  the  bron- 
chial glands,  which  a  long  time  after  the 
departure  of  catarrh  continue  to  difcharge 
a  preternatural  quantity  of  their  fecretion, 
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it  does  certainly  take  place ;  for  in  every 
part  from  which  an  adive  difcharge  has 
proceeded,  a  difpofition  is  ftill  retained  to 
continue  it  after  the  removal  of  the  caufe. 
Hence  the  tendency  which  all  hemorrha- 
gies  poffefs  to  return;  and  its  true  nature, 
therefore,  is  only  to  be  known  here  from, 

1.  The  appearance, of  the  fymptoms  be- 
ing milder  than  thofe  of  the  original  go- 
norrhoea. And, 

2.  There  being  no  chance  of  a  new  in- 
fe(5lion. 

CXXIII. 

From  the  view  offered  of  the  feveral 
caules  of  this  dileafe,  its  treatment  will  ap- 
pear to  admit  of  confiderable  variety.  It 
proceeds,  however,  on  three  general  prin- 
ciples ;  and  thefe  are, 

1.  When  arifing  from  ftridure,  either 
by  dilatation  or  fuppuration. 

2.  When  from  ulceration,  by  fuppura- 
tion alone.  And, 

3.  When  from  relaxation  of  the  mucous 
glands,  by  exciting  to  a  certain  degree  ad- 

hefive 
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hellve  inflammation,  or  that  fpecies  by 
which  an  alteration  in  the  future  fundions 
of  thefe  glands  is  produced,  preventing 
their  farther  fecretion  of  mucus. 

CXXIV. 

But  from  whatever  caufe  this  affection 
arife^^it  is  perhaps  the  moll  difBcult  to  re- 
move of  any  that  falls  under  the  notice  of 
the  phyfician.  Even  rules  w^ill  not  apply 
to  it;  and  ics  cure  is  often  fo  whimfical, 
that  what  will  remove  ic  in  one,  will  per- 
haps in  the  fame  fituation,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  incre.afe  it  in  another.  It  is  at- 
tacked, however,  in  two  ways;  either  con- 
ftitutionally,  or  locally.  The  latter  of  thefe, 
however,  is  preferable,  and  fhould  always 
be  conjoined  with  the  former.  We  fhall 
therefore  confider  the  local  method  of  cure 
firft ;  which  is  performed  either  by  a  di- 
red  application  to  the  part  itfelf,  or  to  a 
neighbouring  part  conneded  with  it. 

cxxv. 

The  applications  to  the  part  itfelf  pof- 
'     .    K  2  fefs 
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fefs  either  a  folic!  or  fluid  form.  Thtf 
firft  of  thefe  are  what  are  termed  Bougies, 
the  management  of  which  is  perhaps  the 
niceft  operation  in  furgery;  and  till  the 
time  of  Mr  Daran,  who  was  the  firft  that  j 
brought  them  to  perfedion,  diforders  of  | 
the  urethra  were  very  little  underftood,  and 
canfidered  among  the  opprobria  of  our 
art. 

CXXVI. 

The  principle  on  which  bougies  are 
formed,  is  their  pofTeffion  of  a  certain  de- 
gree of  pliancy  to  adapt  them  to  the  part ; 
and  a  certain  degree  of  irritation,  when  ap- 
plied there,  to  alter  its  ftate.  Hence  they 
are  of  two  kinds;  the  former  of  which 
by  ilmple  dilatation,  the  latter  by  an  irri- 
tation alfo  on  the  part  inducing  fuppura- 
tion.  This  was  the  idea  formed  of  them 
by  Mr  Daran,  as  we  learn  by  the  publica- 
tion of  his  original  receipts  for  their  com- 
pofition.  Modern  furgeons-,  however,  have 
fuppofed,  that  the  materials  of  their  com- 
poficion  are  a  matter  of  little  importafice ; 

and  ' 
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and  that  the  whole  depends  on  their  form, 
fize,  and  confiftence.  Thus  Sharp  feems 
to  prefer  mercury  for  their  compofition  ; 
while  Goulard,  on  the  contrary,  employs 
his  favourite  remedy  lead ;  and  as  they  are 
equally  fuccefsful  with  thefe  different 
corapofitions,  we  naturally  infer,  that  it  is 
more  the  mechanical  nature  of  the  bougie 
than  the  compofition  that  gives  it  efFe(5l. 

cxxvir. 

Before  the  time  of  Mr  Daran,  the 
common  applications  for  this  purpofe  were 
leaden  canulas ;  which  not  only  gave  con- 
fiderable  irritation,  but  by  their  want  of 
pliancy  produced  very  troublefome  efFe(5ls, 
and  by  no  means  anfwered  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  were  intended.  They  were 
beiides  loaded  with  different  applications 
of  a  cauftic  or  corrofive  nature,  which 
produced  large  fuppurations  in  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  urethra,  ending  often  in  in-^ 
gurable  fiftulaz. 
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CXXVIII. 

The  fimple  acflion  of  bougies,  then,  is  ' 
to  be  confidered  as  that  of  a  wedge ;  and 
their  fuccefs  in  this  way  depends  on  two 
circumflances.  Either, 

1.  Their  conveying  fuch  an  irritation 
as,  independenc  of  the  refiftance  from  their 
fize  alone,  may  excite  fuppuration  in  the 
(Iridture;  which  yields  more  readily  to^-M^ 
a6lion  than  the  contiguous  furface,  as  the 
glands  here  pour  out  their  mucus  to  leffen 
the  irritation.  Or, 

2.  Their  fize  producing  fuch  a  dilation  I 
as,  exciting  the  animal  powers,  occafions 
abforption  from  the  ftricflure,  in  the  fame 
way  as  warts  of  the  prepuce  flirivel  by  ex- 
citing inflammation  in  the  contiguous 
parts. 

CXXIX. 

In  the  ufe  of  bougies,  to  enfure  their 
fuccefs,  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  abi- 
lities of  the  pradlitioner ;  and  it  was  only 
from  a  condant  attentioa  to  this  fubjed, 

that 
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that  Mr  Daran  acquired  in  it  fuch  merit, 
his  frequent  opportunities  giving  him  a 
facility  in  their  application  which  is  only 
to  be  gained  by  conftant  pradice.  The  cir- 
cumftances,  however,  on  which  a  fuperior 
fkill  in  their  management  would  feem  to 
depend,  are, 

1.  In  attending  to  the  time  of  their  in- 
trodu(5lion;  which  fliould  be  immediately 
after  making  water,  as  the  urethra  is  then 
in  a  relaxed  ftate,  for  its  fibres  pofTefs  a 
confiderable  power  of  contraction .  And  in 
order  therefore. to  obviate  this,  where  the 
introdu(5tion  of  a  bougie  is  rendered  diffi- 
cult, it  may  be  propofed  to  inject  into  the 
urethra  a  folution  of  opium  fome  time  be- 
fore, and  attempt  it  when  the  atonic 
ftate  commences  :  for  we  find  it  often  im- 
poffible  to  introduce  any  but  the  fmalleft 
bougie  into  that  very  urethra  which  at 
'Other  times  admits  a  very  large  one ;  a. 
ftrong  proof  of  its  contradile  power. 

2.  In  the  manner  of  paffing  them;  wliich 
fliould  be  done  flowly,  or  by  gradual  ad- 
vances, if,  flopping  near  the  glans,  it  may 

K  4  have 
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have  got  into  fome  of  the  lacunas  which 
form  the  feat  of  gonorrhoea :  and  this  is 
even  more  liable  to  happen  when  the  bou- 
gie is  fmall;  and  in  this  cafe  its  diredion 
muft  be  changed  to  avoid  them.  In  enter- 
ing it,  it  frequently  meets  with  refiftance 
at  firft;  but,  by  perfevering  for  fome  time, 
it  comes  to  advance.    This  happens  from 
the  paffage  not  being  always  in  the  line  of 
the  urethra ;  for  in  this  a  great  difference 
prevails  in  different  fubjedls,  and  it  is  fre- 
quently altered  from  its  original  ftate  by 
difcafe.    It  is  often  difficult  to  fay  whe- 
ther it  has  really  entered  at  firft,  or  is  only 
bending.    If  it  does  not  recoil,  it  has  en- 
tered, though  this  may  fometiraes  be  not 
above  one- tenth  of  an  inch.    Mr  Daran 
gives  us  man}'-  cafes  of  this  kind,  and  men- 
tions the  necefTity  for  patience;  as  they 
come  gradually  every  day  to  penetrate  far- 
ther, till  a  perfed  cure  has  been  at  laft 
completed.     From  the  difference  in  the 
fize  of  the  urethra  at  tlre  pKce  of  the  ftric- 
ture,  it  often,  when  it  gets  into  it,  is 
grafped  there,  and  the  end  on  its  removal 

appears 
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appears  comprefled  for  as  far  as  it  has 
(entered;  and  by  the  length  of  this  you 
may  know  how  far  it  has  pafTed  into  the 
ftridure. 

3.  In  the  frequency  of  their  introduc- 
tion,  which  fhould  be  as  often  as  the  pa- 
tient can  bear.  And  to  this  MrDaran  paid 
particular  attention;  introducing  them  at 
lead  three  or  four  times  every  day,  and  con- 
fining the  patient  ftri(5lly  during  their  in- 
trodu(flion  to  a  recumbent  pofture. 

4.  In  the  adapting  their  fize  to  the  ure- 
thra of  the  patient,  and  gradually  enlarging 
them  according  to  the  progrefs  of  the  cure. 
This  requires  particular  regard ;  and  we 
would  maintain,  that  you  cannot  begin 
with  one  too  fmall,  efpecially  where  they 
require  to  be  ufed,  as  they  commonly  da, 
for  a  confiderable  time.  It  is  alfo  very 
necefTary  from  the  contraiflile  power  of 
the  urethra,  which  is  incapable  of  bearing  > 
an  irritation  of  this  kind  refifting  its  con- 
tradility  till  fomewhat  habituated  to  its 
application. 


cxxx. 
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cxxx. 

All  bougies  lliould  at  firft  be  fomewhat 
of  an  irritating  kind,  which  is  recom- 
mended by  Mr  Daran  ;  for  as  the  diame- 
ter of  the  urethra  is  moft  contraded  at  the 
feat  of  the  ftri(5lure,  the  irritation  of  the 
bougie,  if  fmall,  will  be  chiefly  againft  that 
part :  and  as  foon  as  a  degree  of  fuppu ra- 
tion is  induced,  the  bougie  is  then  to  be 
changed  for  one  that  a(5ls  merely  by  fimple 
dilatation ;  the  ufe  of  which  will  produce 
little  farther  irritation  than  what  arifes 
from  its  fize  diftending  the  cavity  of  the 
urethra.  As  much  depends  on  the  pliancy 
of  bougies,  perhaps  the  beft  fort  in  this 
laft  cafe  would  be  thofe  formed  from  the 
elaftic  refin. 

CXXXI. 

Previous  to  the  ufe  of  ^ny  bougie,  it 
fhould  be  oiled  ;  and,  before  introducing 
it,  the  furgeon,  grafping  the  glans  penis, 
fhould  gently  extend  the  member,  that  th^ 
urethra  may  be  made  flraight,  and  the 

bougie 
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bougie  meet  by  this  means  no  impediment 
to  its  entrance.  It  (liould  always  pafs  an 
inch  beyond  the  ftridure  if  poffible,  but 
no  farther,  from  its  ading  as  an  extraneous 
body  againfl  the  found  furface  of  the  ure- 
thra; and  there  fhould  be  at  leaft  an  inch 
of  it  remaining  to  bend  on  the  glans. 

CXXXII, 

In  paffing  a  bougie,  we  are  determined 
in  its  extent  by  the  fituation  of  the  ftric- 
ture.  If  it  is  near  the  glans,  it  fhould  be 
palled  but  a  fmall  way.  When,  again,  it 
is  about  the  bulb,  which  is  more  com- 
monly the  cafe,  the  fize  of  the  bougie 
fliould  be  larger  than  otherwife,  to  fupply 
the  neceffary  prefTure.  If  in  the  bend  of 
the  urethra,  or  near  the  bladder,  its  flexi- 
biUty  fhould  be  proportionally  increafed. 

CXXXllI. 

When  firft  ufing  a  bougie,  the  degree 
pf  pain  will  determine  the  time  of  its  ap- 
y^Jication,  or  hov>;-  long  it  is  to  be  continued 
^t  once.    In  fome,  ic  cannot  be  left  re^ 

maining 
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maining  above  half  an  hour  at  a  time;  in 
others,  it  may  be  continued  for  fix,  feven, 
or  more  hours  on  a  ftretch.  There  is  in 
this  refped  the  greatefl:  variety,  and  we  can 
only  be  determined  by  circumftances;  tho' 
the  longer  it  is  retained,  the  fooner  will  the 
cure  be  completed;  and  wherever  the 
fmalleft  bougie  will  pafs,  a  cure  may  be 
depended  on  and  generally  enfured.  A 
bougie  fliould  never  be  pafTed  in  the  night- 
time, as  fymptoms  of  irritation,  cohfifting 
in  frequent  eredions,  cordee,  &c.  are  then 
moft  liable  to  come  on;  and  the  diftention 
of  the  urethra  always  forms  a  refiftance  to 
its  a<5lion. 

CXXXIV. 

The  time  necefTary  for  the  cure  of  flricrr 
ture  by  bougies  muft  be  very  various,  and 
influenced  by  the  particular  circumftances 
of  its  nature  and  fituation.  After  its  ufe, 
however,  for  a  few  weeks,  the  fymptoms 
begin  to  abate;  though  a  difcharge  always 
continues  during  the  whole  time  the  bou- 
gie is  employed,  and  it  is  only  by  dif- 

cont;inuin^ 
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continuing  it  for  fome  days  we  can  judge 
of  the  departure  of  the  difeafe.  Where 
there  are  feveral  ftridures,  which  is  often 
the  cafe,  we  generally  know  it  during  the 
life  of  the  bougie,  as  it  pafFes  more  quickly 
after  it  gets  over  each  ;  and  we  can  thus 
count  their  number.  But  wherever,  du- 
ring the  progrefs  of  the  cure,  painful 
fymptoms  occur,  the  bougie  fliould  be  dif- 
continued  for  a  few  days ;  and  then,  as 
fymptoms  abate,  had  recourfe  to  anew. 
During  its  ufe,  alfo,  the  colour  of  the  dif- 
charge  is  altered,  and  acquires  the  fame 
appearance  as  during  the  active  ftate  of  go* 
norrhcea. 

cxxxv. 

With  refped  to  the  compofition  of 
bougies,  it  may  be  made  very  fimple. 
Many  receipts  ate  given.  What  Mr 
Hunter  feems  to  prefer,  is  fimply  wax, 
oil,  and  litharge ;  and  bits  of  rag  being 
dipt  in  this  compofition  when  hot,  and 
afterwards  fmoothed  with  a  fpatula  before 
receiving  their  form,  will  anfwer  all  pur- 
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pofes.  Mr  Sharp,  as  formerly  ob^ervec^,^ 
lias  preferred  introducing  into  them  a 
quantity  of  quickfilver,  which  he  imagines 
gives  them  a  fuperior  advantage.  On  what 
principle  it  proceeds  we  cannot  determine; 
while  the  extinguilhing  the  quickfilver  is 
attended  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty^ 
and  generally  feparates  from  the  compofi- 
tion  on  the  preffure  being  applied  to  form 
them.  That  they  tend  more  from  this 
addition  to  induce  fuppuration,  may  from 
his  own  obfervations  be  refuted ;  for  he 
remarks,  that  he  has  often  ufed  feveral  of 
the  faline  preparations  and  precipitates 
blended  in  this  way  with  plafter,  and  found 
that  they  always  loft  their  corrofive  nature, 
and  became  hereby  inert.  But  where  we 
wifh  them  to  produce  irritation,  it  may  be 
proper,  as  Mr  Hunter  recommends,  to  in- 
troduce fometimes  into  their  compofition 
turpentine,  camphor,  &c. 

CXXXVI. 

In  the  formation  of  bougies,  the  great 
art  coniifts  in  giving  them  a  fmoothnefs  of 
X  furface. 
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furface,  and  retaining  them  of  a  uniform 
thicknefs  in  every  part. 

CXXXVII. 

With  attention  to  thefe  feveral  rules  de- 
livered on  the  ufe  of  the  bougie,  the  chief 
fecret  for  their  fuccefs,  it  may  be  obferved, 
confifts  alfo  in  attention  to  the  patient.  Too 
much  indeed  cannot  be  paid.  It  was  to 
this  entirely  Mr  Daran  owed  his  reputation. 
He  made  it  his  principal  employment;  and 
the  patient  either  lived  with  him,  or  he 
attended  him  fo  clofely  as  to  direct  every 
the  moft  minute  circumftance  concerning 
him.  Along  with  this,  too,  as  his  attempts 
were  ma,de  in  fuch  a  judicious  manner 
from  long  experience,  his  pradice,  if  the 
difeafe  was  curable,  could  not  fail ;  for 
whoever  takes  in  hand  the  management  of 
complaints  of  the  urethra,  muft  lay  it  down 
as  a  rule  to  be  a  flave  to  it. 

CXXXVIII. 

It  muft  be  remarked,  that  the  bougie 
does  not  always  etfedan  entire  cure,  or  at 

Q  lead 
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lead  that  the  parts,  from  their  natural  dif- 
pofition  to  contradl,  refume  often  their 
morbid  ftaite  in  fome  time  after  its  difcon- 
tinuance.  On  this  account,  it  (hoiild  ftill 
be  ufed  at  times  in  fuch  patients  after  the 
apparent  removal  of  the  difeafe. 

CXXXIX. 

But,  when  ariling  from  ftficflure,  as  the 
cure  of  gleet  by  this  gradual  method  is  flow, 
its  quicker  removal  has  been  attempted  ei- 
ther by, 

1 .  A  more  forcible  adlion  of  the  bougie 
itfelf  than  hitherto  recommended.  Or, 

2.  The  application  of  cauftic  to  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe. 

CXL. 

Where  the  bougie  is  employed  in  this 
way,  it  Ihould  be  introduced  as  tight  as 
poflible;  and  therefore  a  large  one  mud 
be  ufed,  and  fliifted  very  often,  fo  as  to 
overcome  the  refiftance  by  inducing  a 
fpeedy  fuppuration  in  it.  But  in  this  way 
there  is  often  mifchief  done,  and  a  new 
I  paffage 
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paffage  formed,  attended  with  very  dan- 
gerous confequences.  It  is  nor,  however, 
the  fault  of  the  inflrument,  but  of  the  ope- 
rator ;  who  fliould  be  able  foon  to  detect 
this,  and  prevent  its  progrefs.  In  order  to 
do  this,  it  is  necelTary  to  pay  great  atten- 
tion to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ;  and  if 
there  is  no  alteration  of  the  original  fymp- 
toms  while  the  bougie  is  making  progrefs, 
a  new  pafTage  is  certainly  forming. 

CXLI. 

The  application  of  cauftic  requires  a 
very  nice  management  in  previoully  afcer- 
taining  exacflly  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  It 
was  firft  employed  in  this  cafe  with  fuccefs 
by  a  very  ingenious  furgeon  in  London, 
and  by  him  direded  to  be  pafTed  through 
a  canula  made  for  that  purpofe.  It  fliould 
always  be  had  recourfe  to  wherever  a  bou- 
gie cannot  be  palled  ;  and  there  are  few 
cafes,  if  properly  employed,  which  it  will 
not  cure.  If  the  ftriclure  is  in  the  ftraight 
part  of  the  urethra,  it  is  eafily  applied  ;  if, 
however,  it  is  beyond  this,  it  is  fomewhat 

L  .  difficult, 
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difficult,  and  requires  the  canula  to  ht 
bent  in  order  to  its  application.  The- 
caiiftic  fliould  generally  remain,  when  in- 
troduced, for  at  Icaft  five  minutes  on  the 
part;  and  after  its  application,  the  patient 
fliould,  if  poffible,  immediately  make  waterj 
or  fome  fluid  fliould  be  injeded  into  the 
urethra  to  wafh  it  o^F.  As  it  is  here  of  ma- 
terial confequence  to  avoid  pain,  we  would 
advife,  that  before  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic  a 
foldtion  of  opium  fliould  be  injedled  into 
the  urethra,  which  will  likewife  facilitate 
the  introdu6lion  of  the  canula;  and  that 
the  cauftic  fliould  be  alfo  mixt  with  ex- 
tra6l  of  opium  inftead  of  foap.  Three  or 
four  applications  of  it  will  commonly  fuc- 
ceed ;  and  it  fliould  be  applied,  if  pofllble, 
every  day,  or  at  the  very  fartheft  every 
other  day. 

CXLII. 

Strictures  in  women  are  not  fo  com- 
mon as  thofe  in  men.  Where  they  do  oc- 
cur, they  are  to  be  removed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  in  the  other  fex.  They 
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are  generally  eafier,  from  the  fliortnefs  of 
the  urethra ;  and  when  the  bougie  is  em- 
ployed, in  order  to  retain  it,  the  T-band** 
age  is  found  necefTary. 

CXLIII. 

From  the  imprudent  ufe  of  bougies,  aS 
they  are  generally  entrufted  by  the  furgeon 
to  patients  themfelves,  accidents  fome- 
times  happen  in  confequence  of  their  being 
introduced  too  far;  fo  that  they  either  flip 
into  the  bladder  altogether,  or  get  beyond 
the  glans,  and  are  fixed  by  the  con!ra(5liIe 
power  of  the  urethra.  In  the  firft  cafe, 
there  are  many  inftances  of  their  being  re- 
tained, and  forming  a  nucleus  to  calculi, 
afterwards  difcovered  by  the  operation  of 
lithotomy.  In  other  cafes,  from  the  in- 
creafed  force  of  the  bladder  which  take6 
place  in  ftri(5lure,  they  have  been  expelled 
in  various  folds,  foftened  by  their  retention. 
Where  a  bougie  is  only  an  inch  or  two 
within  the  urethra,  it  may  be  brought  out 
by  applying  one  hand  under  the  fcrotum, 
fo  as  to  fix  it  there,  and  pufliing  down  the 
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urethra  with  the  other  hand  upon  it.  By 
repeated  attempts  in  this  way  you  will  fuc*  i 
ceed;  and  if  it  is  fmallandfoft,fo  as  to  bend, 
the  forceps  may  be  pufhed  down  upon  it, 
ufed  forextradling  calculi  from  the  urethra. 
But  where,  unluckily,  it  is  fo  far  advanced 
as  to  be  in  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  this 
method  cannot  fucceed ;  and  it  will  be : 
then  neceflary  to  cut  upon  it,  or  allow  its 
paffing  into  the  bladder.  To  prevent, 
however,  all  fuch  accidents,  a  foft  cotton 
thread  fliould  be  tied  round  the  bougie 
and  p^nis,  fo  as  to  hinder  its  paflage  into 
the  urethra. 

CXLIV. 

But  from  the  ufe  of  bougies,  efpecially 
■when  their  forcible  adion  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  ftrldlure  is  employed,  or  even  where 
in  irritable  habits  no  fuch  force  is  at- 
tempted, morbid  fymptoms  frequently 
arife  in  the  fyftem  in  general,  as  well  as 
in  the  particular  parts  expofed  to  their  ac- 
tion. 


CXLV. 


OF  GONORRHOEA. 


GXLV. 

The  efFedls  of  their  irritation  on  the  fy- 
ftem  in  general  are,  faintings,  cold  fweats, 
and  even,  though  more  rarely,  temporary 
lofs  of  fenfes.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however, 
depart  after  two  or  three  trials;  and  more 
commonly  occur,  where,  from  the  long 
continuance  of  the  ftridure,  the  refiflance 
is  greater  than  ufual. 

CXLVI. 

In  the  urethra  itfelf,  the  morbid  fymp- 
toms depend  either  on, 

1.  Simple  excefs  of  irritation.  Or, 

2.  Improper  introdudion  of  the  bou- 
gie- 

CXLVII.  . 

In  the  firfl:  cafe,  fwellings  arife  in  the 
contiguous  parts  that  fympathize  with  the 
difeafe,  as  in  the  groin,  about  the  pelvis,  and 
in  the  tefticle.  Strangury  alfo  is  frequently 
induced  from  this  caufe.  Such  effects, 
however,  ar?  merely  temporary,  and  re- 

Jj  3  quire 
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quire  only  for  their  removal  a  milder  ap- 
plication of  the  remedy. 

cxLviir. 

But  from  the  improper  introdudion  of 
the  bougie,  the  mod  ferious  confequences, 
on  the  contrary,  arife ;  for  a  new  pafTage 
being  formed  prevents  the  cure  of  the  ori- 
ginal difeafe,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
latter  is  always  to  be  confidered  as  danger- 
ous. This  pafTage  is  generally  along  the 
fide  of  the  natural  one ;  and  is  formed  in 
the  fpongy  fubftance  of  the  urethra,  pro- 
ceeding in  a  ftraight  line  towards  the  pe- 
rinscum,  and  thence  to  the  redum.  It 
may  be  formed  equally  on  either  fide  of  the 
urethra;  and  when  once  made,  there  is  no 
cure  but  by  opening  the  parts  externally. 
To  do  this,  let  a  ftafF  be  pafled  into  the 
urethra  as  far  as  poffible;  which  will  pro- 
bably be  at  the  bottom  of  the  new  pafTage, 
^  and  beyond  the  firlcflure  or  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe. Let  the  end  of  the  ftaff  be  then  felt 
ibr  externally,  and  cut  upon  by  making  an 
y/ound  at  leafl  an  inch  long.    If  the  new 

pafTage 
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paffage  is  between  the  urethra  an/l  body 
of  the  penis,  you  wiU  get  into  th,;  former 
before  the  new  paffage  ;  and  if  this  is  the 
cafe,  there  will  be  no  necefhty  for  going 
farther,  as  a  probe  may  be  th^  paffed,  or 
a  fimilar  inftrument,  towards  the  glans ; 
while  the  ftrraore  lying  in  that  diredion, 
the  probe  will  pafs  through  it  and  remove 
the  obftruaion  there. 

CXLIX. 

We  have  thus  confidered  the  dired  ap- 
plications to  the  part,  in  cafes  of  gleet,  of  a 
folid  nature  ;  and  are  next  led  to  examme 
thofe  of  a  fluid  kind,  which  confia  of  in- 
jedions  of  various  compolition. 

GL. 

The  application  of  the  former,  or  the 
bougie,  is  more  permanent  in  its  efFeds ; 
but  it  (hould  only  be  ufed  when  injeaions 
fail ;  and  unlefs  there  is  evident  ftiaure, 
it  fhould  not  be  introduced  far,  as  it  is 
liable  by  its  irritation  to  induce  a  ftatc  of 
difeafe  in  parts  not  afFeaed. 

L4  CLI. 
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CU.; 

The  injedlons  of  the  prefent  clafs  pro,-: 
ceed  on  the  fa^me  principle  formerly  men- 
tioned in  direcling  the  fecond  indication 
of  cure  in  gonorrhoea,  by  exciting  in  the 
part  a  fuperior  irritation  to  that  from  the 
original  difeafe.  They  require  on  that 
account  to  be  here  much  flronger,  as  the 
parts  habituated  to  irritation  from  the 
difeafe  require  a  ftronger  ftimulus  to  afFecfl 
them.  Thus  even  extradl  of  Goulard,  in  the 
undiluted  ftate,  as  Mr  Hunter  informs  us, 
has  been  thrown  in,  and  completed  a  cure; 
and  the  firft  effed  of  fuch  remedies  to  be 
fuccefsful  is  the  production  of  violent  in- 
flammation, which  foon  goes  off.  The  de- 
gree of  flrength  they  require,  we  are  to 
judge  of  from  the  duration  ^of  the  difeafe. 

CLIl. 

In  women,  gleet  is  a  more  frequent 
difeafe  than  in  men;  and  from  the  ftruc- 
turp  of  parts,  it  is  only  to  be  cured  by  the 
prefent  means,  as  bougies  cannot  be  em- 
ployed • 
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ployed ;  and  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  topical 
remedies  applied  for  the  cure  of  gleet,  they 
Ihould  be  perfifted  in  a  confiderable  time 
after  the  difcharge  and  other  fymptoms 
attending  it  are  removed,  till  a  nevf  ftate 
of  the  parts  on  which  the  cure  depends  is 
L  fo  far  confirmed  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
a  relapfe ; — for  each  fucceffive  return  is 
more  difficult  to  remove. 

CLllL 

Analogous  to  the  cure  of  gleet  by 
fuch  inje(5lions,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
I  that  it  has  been  removed  by  violent  and 
long  continued  exercife  on  horfeback;  and 
alfo,  as  mentioned  by  Dr  Swediauer,  by 
the  rude  thrufting  of  a  catheter  into  the 
urethra  producing  an  efFufion  of  bipod. 

CLIV. 

Having  endeavoured  to  explain  the 
pature  and  a6lion  of  diredl  applications  to 
the  part  itfelf  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
.•^e  next  take  a  view  of  thofe  which  fucceed 

by 
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by  an  efFed  on  contiguous  parts  connedled 
with  it. 

CLV. 

This  efFedl  depends  on  fympathy,  and 
they  a6l  Hkewife  by  irritation.  Thus  a 
large  fpreading  chancre  on  the  penis,  at- 
tended with  confiderable  inflammation, 
has  cured  gleet.  A  blifter  applied  to  the 
tinder  fide  of  the  urethra  has  had  the  fame 
jcfFedl.  Ele6lricity,  by  fparks  from  the 
glans,  has  been  equally  fuccefsful;  and  by 
attending  to  the  principle  on  which  they 
proceed,  fuch  cures  deferve  to  be  imitated. 
Nay,  it  has  been  recommended  in  certain 
obftinate  cafes,  on  this  principle,  to  attempt 
the  receiving  a  new  infedion  ;  which,  by 
the  inflammation  it  excites,  and  generally 
in  a  different  part  of  the  urethra,  removes 
the  former  difeafe. 

CLVI. 

From  the  local  treatment  of  the  prefent 
afledlion  hitherto  examined,  we  proceed  ini 
the  lafl  place  to  the  Conftitutional;  which, 

we- 
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we  remarked,  fliould  always  be  conjoined 
with  the  former.  The  remedies  of  this 
kind  maybe  reduced  to  four  heads;  of 
mercurials,  aftringents,  tonics,  and  flimu- 
lants. 

CLVII. 

With  refpecfl  to  the  firfl,  wherever  it 
proceeds  from  ulceration,  and  a  breach  of 
folid  has  taken  place,  there  is  always  dan- 
ger of  abforption;  and  of  courfe  the  ufe  of 
mercury  is  properly  indicated,  even  where 
topical  means  are  at  the  fame  time  em- 
ployed. It  will  very  rarely,  however,  of 
itfelf  efFe6l  a  cure ;  and  it  requires  in  this 
cafe  a  good  deal  of  judgment  in  its  exhi- 
bition. It  was  on  this  account  Mr  Daran 
made  it  a  rule,  wherever  venereal  confti- 
tutional  fymptoms  appeared,  to  delay  if 
pofTible  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  the  difeafe 
of  the  urethra  was  removed. 

CLVIII. 

Astringents,  the  fecond  clafs  of  re- 
medies employed,  are  more  adapted  to  the 

cure 
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cure  of  gleet  arifing  from  fimple  relaxatioa 
than  where  a  real  alteration  of  ftrudliire 
has  been  induced.  The  ufe  of  thefe  re- 
medies was  the  favourite  pradlice  of  Dr 
TilTot,  as  we  find  by  his  treatife  intitled 
Onania.  Their  influence,  however,  is  not 
fo  extenfive  as  the  others;  and  they  are 
frequently  conjoined,  particularly  with  the 
next  clafs,  or  the  tonics. 

CLIX. 

The  tonics  have  been  very  generally 
employed  in  this  difeafe,  but  not  with 
fuch  fuccefs  here  as  in  checking  the  paflive. 
difcharges  that  occur  in  other  parts  of  the 
fyftem.  The  idea  of  debility  annexed  to 
the  continuance  of  the  difcharge,  fupports, 
by  analogy,  in  this  cafe  their  ufe;  tho'  they 
are  only  to  be  relied  on,  like  the  former, 
when  there  prevails  a  fimple  relaxation  of 
the  mucous  glands.  The  tonic  moft  truft- 
ed  to  is  cold  bathing. 


CLX. 
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CLX. 

Stimulants  are  ftill  more  improper 
than  tonics ;  and  it  was.  formerly  remark- 
ed, that  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  is  in- 
creafed  by  whatever  accelerates  the  gene- 
ral circulation.  In  fome  conftitutions  there 
is  a  very  great  peculiarity  in  this  refpedlj 
and  the  moft  trifling  ufe  of  ftimulants  is 
found  to  increafe  every  fymptom  of  the 
difeafe.  They  can  only  acfl  by  exciting 
a  degree  of  fever ;  and  this  can  only  be 
ferviceable  where  the  dlfcharge  is  kept  up 
by  fimple  relaxation';  which  is  almoft  never 
the  cafe^  as  it  gives  a  tendency  to  adhe- 
live  inflammation.  The  ftimulants  com- 
monly preferred  with  this  view  are  the 
balfams,  from  their  particular  determina- 
tion to  the  urinary  organs,  which  is  fiip- 
pofed  to  give  them  a  fpecific  influence  on 
thefe  parts. 
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III.  Obstruction  of  Urine, 
Connected  with  gleet,  is  the  fupreffion 
of  urine  from  a  venereal  caufe.  This  com- 
plaint has  been  generally  treated  at  large 
by  all  writers,  and  two  fpecies  of  it  are  to 
be  remarked;  the  one  acutCj  appearing 
during  the  violence  of  gonorrhoea,  which 
is  merely  temporary;  the  other  of  a  chro- 
nic nature,  though  the  effedl  too  of  this 
previous  affecflion,  and  marked  by  a  train 
of  fymptoms,  often  advancing  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  before  riling  to  this  height, 
and  depending  on  a  morbid  alteration  in 
the  ftrudure  of  the  urethra. 

CLXII. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  arifes  from  an  increafe 
of  inflammation,  giving  fuch  an  irritability 
of  furface,  that  the  ftimulus  of  |the  urine, 
as  foon  as  thrown  into  the  urethra,  occa- 
fions  its  contraction  or  fpafmodic  (late;  or 
from  a  fpafm  of  the  fphinderitfelf,  indu- 
ced by  the  fame  caufe. 

^  CLXIIL 
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CLXIII. 

tins  difeafe  has  been  generally  fuppo- 
fed,  even  by  the  lateft  writers,  to  depend  on 
a  tranflation  of  the  venereal  virus :  But  what 
i)roof  have  we  of  fuch  a  tranflation  taking 
place  ?  The  fame  arguments  will  apply 
here  which  were  formerly  mentioned  when 
treating  of  the  fwelled  tefticle;  and  if  fuch 
a  tranflation  were  actually  to  happen,  the 
difeafe,  from  confidering  its  obftinacy  in 
its  original  feat^  would  continue  for  a 
length  of  time,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
parts,  terminate  alfo  in  ulceration,  which 
we  find  almoft  never  the  cafe ;  and  even 
then,  according  to  the  obfervation  of  Dr 
Swediauer  himfelf,  it  is  produced  by  the 
too  rough  introdu6lion  of  the  catheter,  oc- 
cafioning  a  lefion  in  thefe  parts. 

Befides,  we  find  women  equally  fubjedl 
to  this  complaint  in  the  progrefs  of  go- 
norrhcea,  in  whom  the  feat  of  gonorrhoea 
is  never  in  the  urethra  ;  and  in  whom,  of 
courfe,  no  fuch  tranflation  can  happen. 

CLXIV. 
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CLXIV. 

Tnis  fpecies  of  the  complaint  being,  as 
obferved,  merely  temporary,  is  to  be  treat- 
ed by  the  common  means  of  obviating  in- 
flammation ;  for  which  two  indications 
come  here  to  be  formed. 

The  firft  is,  to  allay  irritation,  whether 
from  fpafm  or  diftention.  The  former,  by 
the  ufe  of  opiates  in  large  dofes  exhibited 
in  glyfler,  which  generally  facceed  where 
the  difeafe  is  not  very  obftinate  :  The  lat- 
ter, by  the  timely  incrodudlion  of  the  ca- 
theter, thus  removing  the  contents  of  the 
bladder  ;  and  it  fhould  be  cautioufly  and 
dexteroufly  employed,  to  prevent  any  lefion 
of  fubftance,  and  nicely'  adapted  in  its 
fize  to  the  ftate  of  the  parts  ;  for  in  fome 
<:afes,  the  fpafm  is  fo  great,  that  nothing 
larger  than  a  catgut  can  be  found  to  pafs : 
and  in  fuch  cafes,  it  Ihould  be  flowly  in- 
troduced J  as  from  the  irritability  of  the 
urethra  it  is  thrown,  on  its  application,  into 
frequent  fpafms  through  its  whole  extent, 
3  which 
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whicli  require  a  certain  time  before  they 
go  off,'  to  admit  its  farther  progrefs. 

Hhe  fecond  indication  for  its  cure  is  to 
excite  a  powerful  irritation  in  the  conti- 
.guous  parts,  thus  taking  ofFthe  fpafm  from 
ithe  ifeat  of  ;the.difeafe.  This  is  performed 
'either  by  :the  appllication  of  bUfters  to  the 
perinseum,  or  flimulating  clyfters  to  the 
redum. 

The  former  is  found  frequently  to  adt 
•like  a  charm,  .even  where  opiates  have 
been  experienced  ineffedlual :  the  latter 
•is  only  to  be  ihad  Tecouiife  to  when  tlfic 
bladder  rsin  a  veryffmall  degree  diflended, 
which  is  feldom  the  cafe,  as  they  merely 
•excite  its  natural  contradlile  efforts  by  their 
added  (irritation ;  though,  if  it  is  fo  much 
idiftended  that  thefe  efforts  cannot  be  ex- 
cited, or  not  with  fufEcient  effedl,  it  then 
increafes  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe.;  and 
.where  they  are  . u fed,  attention  flitould  be 
paid  by  pra(fiitioners  to  this  circuni- 
'fiance. 
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CLXV. 

To  fliow  frill  farther  the  powerful  effeds 
of  irritation  arifing  from  a  confent  of  parts, 
and  the  great  degree  of  attention* which  the 
laws  of  fympathy  deferve,  Dr  Swediauer 
gives  a  lingular  enough  fa£l  in  the  cure  of 
the  prefent  complaint. 

In  a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  the  life  of  an 
eminent  phyfician  in  the  army,  he  informs 
us,  was  faved  by  covering  the  glans  penis 
with  the  frefli  pellicle  of  an  egg  found  be- 
tween the  fliell  and  albumen ;  which,  as 
foon  as  it  grew  dry  and  began  to  contradl, 
from  its  irritation  on  the  glans  produced 
a  flow  of  urine.    The  application  of  this 
fa(5l  is  of  importance.  The  glans,  we  know, 
is  acutely  fenfible.    It  fympathifes  in  a 
very  particular  manner  with  all  the  genital 
organs ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  no  difeafe  of 
them  aim  oft  occurs  without  fome  fenfation 
in  the  glans  being  felt  and  enumerated  as 
a  fymptom.    If  fuch  a  Ample  irritation  of 
,it  as  in  the  fa(5l  related  was  attended  with 
fuch  happy  effects,  what  may  not  be  ex- 
pelled 
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pe£led  from  more  powerful  applications  to 
this  part?  • 

CLXVi. 

We  have  thus  examined  the  firft  fpecies 
of  venereal  ftrangury,  which  generally 
yields  foon  to  the  rerriedies  pointed  out; 
we  next  enter  on  the  fecond,  or  chronic 
kind,  where  the  removal  of  the  difeafe 
is  only  to  be  efFedted  by  a  long  continu- 
ance of,  and  unremitting  attention  to,  the 
means  employed. 

CLXVIL 

The  firft  arid  leading  fymptom  that  at- 
tends this  fecond  fpecies,  is  the  ftream  of 
urine  becoming  fenfibly  diminifhcd,  and 
never  being  emitted  without  fome  degree  of 
pain.  When  guilty  of  any  excelles  affect- 
ing this  fecretion,  a  total  lloppage  of  it 
fometimes  occurJi,  which  is  for  a  while  re- 
lieved by  the  common  means  of  obviating 
inflammation.  Thefe  fits  of  fuppreflion 
become  gradually  more  frequent,  and  often 
without  any  expofure  to  the  caufes  former- 
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ly  inducing  them.  Suppurations  from 
the  retention  of  the  urine  in  the  paffage, 
and  .the  increafed  ftimulus  it  hereby  ac- 
quires, come  then  in  procefs  of  time  to 
form ;  and  at  laft  difcover  themfelves  by 
breaking  externally  in  the  perineum  thro' 
a  fiftulous  opening,  at  which  the  difcharge 
often  continues  to  be  paffed  for  life.  This 
is  perhaps  the  moft  miferable  flate  to  which 
a  patient  can  be  reduced  by  difeafe.  From 
its  continuance  he  foon  acquires  a  ftrong 
urinous  fmell,  which  renders  him  unwel- 
come to  fociety.  But  beHdes  this,  the  dif- 
eafe advances  ftill  farther;  and  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  inflammation  wherever  a  fiftula 
in  perinceo  is  formed,';  finufes  arife  which 
run  in  all  directions,  and  are  more  or  lefs 
dangerous  according  to  their  depth  or  the 
parts  they  affetfl. 

CLXVIII. 

The  caufe  of  this  afFedion  may  be  con- 
iidered  always  as  depending  on  nri(5lure) 
and  ukeration  is  only  here  an  efFe(5l  oc  - 
curring during  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 

•when 
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when  it  has  gained  a  certain  height .  This 
ftridure  confifts  in  an  enlargement  of  par- 
ticular parts  leflening  the  diameter  of  the 
urethra,  in  the  manner  already  pointed  out 
when  enumerating  the  caufes  of  gleet;  or 
in  a  general  contracSiednefs  of  the  urethra, 
which  may  be  termed  a  ftate  of  chronic 
fpafm. 

CLXIX. 

This  laft  is  very  common  in  thofe  who 
have  been  frequently  fubje<fl  to  gonor- 
rhcea,  and  where  an  improper  ufe  of  in- 
jections has  been  made,  being  particularly 
marked  by  the  following  train  of  fymp- 
toms.  The  patient,  as  already  mentioned, 
firfl;  perceives  his  dream  of  urine  dimi- 
nilhed ;  and  he  cannot  void  it  without 
lb  me  difBculty.  This  difficulty  he  gene- 
rally complains  of  in  his  firft  attempt.  By 
exerting  fome  little  force  with  the  abdo- 
minal mufcles,  the  refiftance  is  overcome 
for  a  time :  but  the  refillance  increafes 
again  as  the  bladder  collapfes,  infomuch 
that  it  cannot  be  emptied  beyond  a  certain 
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point  J  and  the  laft  drops  of  urine  which 
have  paffed  into  the  urethra,  wanting  a 
Sufficient  impulfe  from  behind,  ooze  out 
anq  continue  to  come  away  for  fome  time 
after  midurition.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  alfo,  the  femen  is  never  expelled  * 
in  coition  as  it  ought  to  be,  though  fecre- 
ted  in  proper  quantity;  and  thus  a  fpecies 
of  dyfpermatifmus,  or  ijiipotency,  likewife 
occurs ;  for  when  thrown  into  the  urethra, 
it  is  foon  arreiled  in  its  courfe.  It  is  on 
this  account  the  prefent  complaint  is  fel- 
dom  mentioned  to  the  fnrgeon  ;  and  even 
where  a  bougie  is  palTed  here,  it  meets 
with  no  particular  refinance.  This  fault 
has  been  generally  afcribed  to  a  particular 
ftate  of  the  mufcles  of  the  penis,  which 
ferve  for  the  expulfion  of  its  fluids:  but 
as  the  urine  and  femen  are  both  difcharged 
better  in  proportion  to  the  time  the  penis 
retains  its  eredlion  ;  fo  it  feems  to  depend 
pn  a  contracfled  or  fpafmodic  ftate  of  the 
fibres  of  the  urethra,  with  a  want  of  fecre- 
^iqn  of  rnucus,  the  confequence  of  the  ob- 
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literation  of  fome  of  its  glands  induced  by  ' 
previous  inflammation. 

CLXX. 

But  the  former  fpecies  of  (Iridure,  or 
an  enlargement  of  fome  particular  portion 
of  the  urethra,  claims  more  efpecially  our 
attention,  and  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
moft  puzzling  circumftance  that  falls  to 
our  management  in  furgery.  Wherever, 
combined  with  fuppreflion  of  urine,  the 
latter,  when  it  comes  to  be  difcharged,  is 
not  voided  in  a  full  ftream,  fuch  a  caufe 
may  be  fufpedledj  and  the  incrodutflion  of 
a  catheter  or  a  bougie  becomes  always 
proper  to  afcertain  it. 

CLXXI. 

The  period  at  which  this  complaint 
comes  on,  after  the  departure  of  gonor- 
rhoea, is  various.  In  fome,  it  appears  fo 
early  as  in  a  few  months  ;  in  others,  not 
till  the  diftance  of  fo  many  years;  and 
e^en  in  fome  it  is  not  preceded  by  any 
fymptoms  which  could  give  fufpicions 
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of  its  exiftence.  It  isi,  however,  in  gene* 
ral  flow  of  forming ;  and'  when  form- 
ed, polfefTes,  as  well  as  the  natural  fub- 
ftance  of  the  urethra,  in  a  certain  degree, 
the  pov/er  of  contraction,  fo.  as  at  fome 
periods  of  the  feafoii  to  give  greater  un- 
eafinefs  than  at  others.  la  fome  cafes, 
the  ftricfiure  extends  in  the  urethra,  as. 
Mr  Hunter  obferves,  above  an:  inch ;  of  a 
hard  white  texture,  and  refesmbling  a  piece 
of  packthread  drawn  acrofs. 

CLXXIL 

Many  authors  have  doubted  whether 
chefe  flri6lures  are  to  be  coniidered  as  the 
confequence  of  venereal  irritation.  If  not 
of  the  infedlion  as  fpecific,  they  are  cer- 
tainly the  efFecfl  of  inflammation,  moft 
probably  fi'om  a  venereal  caufe.  The  ar- 
guments on  which  they  ground  their  opi^ 
nions  are, 

1 .  The  occurrence  of  partial  ftridure  in 
^11  pafTages. 

2.  The  diftance  of  time  at  which  they 
;ake  place  from  the  original  difeafe. 

3.  Theiv 
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Their  ficuation;  which  is  never  where 
jiiorrhoea  attacks,  but  in  the  membra- 
nous part  of  die  urethra. 
•  But  thefe  arguments  are  by  no  means 
coneluiive ;  for, 

1.  The  paffages  raoft  liable  to  ftriaure 
we  find  to  be  fuel)  as.  are  moft  readily  at- 
tacked by  venereal  infeaion,  particularly 
tlie  nofe  and  throat. 

2.  From  the  very  period  of  gonorrho?a. 
the  complaints  often  begin,  and  by  look- 
ing into  Mr  Daran's  cafes,  you  will  find 
inftances  where  the  impediment  was  in- 
creafing  for  no  lefs  than  30  years.  And, 

3.  With  refped  to  the  fituation  of  ftric^ 
tare,  it  is  nci:  to  be  expeded  to  arife  in  the 
feat  of  gonorrhoea,  as  it  is  induced  during 
the  violence  o^f  cordee,  which  will  chiefly 
affed  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra. 

CLXXIII. 

The  cure  of  ftridure  h.  only  to  be  ef- 
feded  by  means  of  the  bougie,  in  the  man- 
ner formerly  direded  on  th?  fubjea  of 
^leet. 

CL^XIV. 
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CLXXIV. 

When  that  particular  fpecies  of  ftric- 
tme  occurs,  confifting  in  an  enlargement 
of  the  proftate  gland,  fome  diverfity  in  its 
treatment  is  neceflary.  The  ufe  of  this 
gland  we  are  yet  unacquainted  with  ;  bur 
wherever  it  is  in  a  difeafed  ftate,  from  its 
fituation  in  the  urethra,  it  muft  be  attend- 
ed with  danger,  by  altering  both  its  fize 
and  fliape. 

CLXXV. 

Of  the  higher  parts  of  the  urethra,  none 
is  fo  liable  to  become  difeafed  from  the  con- 
fequences  of  any  preceding  afFedion  as  the 
proftate.  Thefe  efFeds  are  feldom  felt  till 
advanced  life,  at  which  period  the  primary 
difeafe  is  forgot ;  for  the  fluid  fecreted  by 
it  ceafing  then  to  flow,  it  becomes  ufelefs, 
being  no  longer  defigned  for  generation. 
At  this  time,  therefore,  in  thofe  who  have 
often  been  under  gonorrhoea,  the  proftate 
and  parts  conneded  become  extremely 
painful,  from  its  hard  indurated  ftate; 

which 
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^'hich  renders  the  remains  of  life  generally 
iiiferable. 

CLXXVI. 

The  fymptoms  of  the  difeafed  proftate' 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  which  mark  the 
prefence  of  calculus  ;  and  it  contracfls  the 
canal  chiefly  laterally,  and  ftretches  it  from 
before  to  behind.  Part  of  it  alfo  fwells  in-' 
to  the  bladder,  fo  as  to  adl  as  a  valve  on 
the  extremity  of  the  urethra.  This  ren- 
ders the  introduction  of  a  catheter  or  bou- 
gie difficult ;  and  whferever,  on  founding, 
no  ftone  is  felt,  it  may  be  fufpetfled,  being 
then  eafily  afcertained,  as  formerly  re- 
marked, by  examination /^'r  for  by 
this  mode  of  examination  both  its  fize  and 
ftate  can  at  all  times  be  pretty  certainly 
determined,  as  it  lies  with  one  flat  fide  in 
conta<5t  with  the  bladder  and  the  other 
with  the  redum. 

CLXXVII. 

'  In  this  cafe,  where  the  catheter  is  re- 
quired, it  muft  be  flexible,  though  even  it 
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too  will  (lick  at  times,  yet  it  more  fre-r 
quently  gets  through;  and  in  order  to  ef, 
fed  it,  when  it  begins  to  flop,  withdraw 
it  a  little,  and  deprefs  the  handle,  which, 
raifmg  the  point,  will  allow  it  to  proceed. 
Or  wherever  the  bougie,  in  (lead  of  the 
catheter,  is  here  employed,  it  will  be  better 
to  bend  it  at  the  point  previous  to  its  in- 
trodudion;  and  let  it  be  quickly  pafled 
before  it  lofes  its  bend,  which  will  facili- 
tate its  paffage. 

CLXXVIII. 

For  the  cure  of  this  affedion,  when 
once  afcertained,  three  indications  come  to  • 
be  formed, 

1.  The  firfl;  is  to  palliate  uneafy  fymp- 
toms ;  which  is  bed  performed  by  the 
ufe  of  opiate-glyfters,  repeated  according 
to  the  urgency  of  pain. 

2.  The  fecond  is  to  effed  refolution; 
arid  this  is  attempted  by  blifters  to  the  pe- 
rinaeum,  the  application  of  mercury  to  the 
fame  part,  cicuta  internally  in  large  dofes, 
fea- bathing,  &c. 
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3.  The  third,  wheffe  the  former  is  im- 
pradlicable,  to  induce  fuppuration  by  the 
life  of  the  bougie,  as  formerly  direded. 
But  this  laft  method  fliould  feldom  be 
pradifed;  for  the  urine  irritating  the  gra- 
nulations, they  lofe  their  difpofition  to 
heal,  and  become  hard  and  callous. 

CLXXIX. 

But  in  certain  obftinate  cafes  from  this 
caufe,  where  the  fuppreffion  of  urine  is 
confiderable,  and  neither  a  catheter  nor 
yet  the  fmalleft  bougie  can  be  allowed  to 
pafs;  in  order  to  procure  a  temporary  eva- 
cuation till  the  original  difeafe  is  fubdued, 
it  may  be  found  necelFary,  though  it  is 
very  rare,  to  make  an  opening  into  the 
bladder  by  a  puncture  with  a  trocar. 
From  the  fituation  of  the  bladder,  this 
pundure  may  be  made  in  two  fituations. 
Either, 

1.  As  being  fo  violently  diftended,  above 
the  pubes.  Or, 

2.  Below  at  the  fide  of  the  proftate, 
■making  the,  opening  into  it«  neck.  This 

laft 
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Jaft  is  preferable;  as  the  bladder,  in  empi 
tying, immediately  defcends  from  the  open- 
ing in  the  former  fituation,  and  the  urine 
inlinuates  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membrane. 

CLXXX. 

Having  confidered  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  ftridlure,  we  next  attend  to 
its  confequences,  when  continuing  longj 
and  before  the  treatment  recommended  has 
been  employed.  Thefe  confequences  may 
be  confidered, 

1.  As  afFe(5ling  the  urethra  itfelf. 

2.  As  afFeding  the  urinary  organs  at 
Jarge.  And, 

3.  As  afFedling  the  fyftem  in  general. 

CLXXXt. 

The  firfl  effecfl  that  attends  the  conti- 
nuance of  ftridurei  is  the  enlargement  of 
that  part  between  the  ftridlure  and  the 
bladder,  the  urine  being  thrown  out,  and 
the  fphindler  preventing  its  return;  fo  that 
till  it  overcome  the  refiftance  of  the  ftric- 
ture  afTifted  by  the  expulfive  efforts  of  the 
2  bladder^ 


OF  GONORRHOEA. 


bladder,  it  is  detained  in  the  urethra,  ex- 
tending its  fibres,  and  producing  a  diften- 
tion  of  that  part.  In  confequence  of  this 
diftention  proceeding  a  certain  length,  and 
from  the  violence  of  the  irritation  the 
urine  occafions  exciting  inflammation,  a 
lefion  of  fubftance  in  fbme  part,  and  a 
confequent  ulceration,  takes  place;  and  in 
this  way,  by  the  procefs  of  ulceration,  a 
new  paflage  is  attempted  to  be  made  for 
the  difcharge  of  the  urine,  which  is  gene- 
rally on  thfi  infide  of  the  urethra,  and 
clofe  to  the  flridlure,  which  comes  in  time 
to  be  involved  in  this  ulceration;  when  the 
obftacle  being  removed,  nature  often  ef- 
feds  a  cure. 

CLXXXII. 

But  by  this  efFed  of  the  urine  in  indu- 
cing ulceration,  it  comes  to  inflnuate  itfelf 
into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum; 
and,  by  continuing  its  ulcerative  power, 
many  openings  are  formed,  which  either 
communicate  with  the  uretJira,   or  by 

breaking 
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■breaking  at  la'fl  eKternttlly,  'pfoduce  ••fift^ilii 
of  the  perinaeum. 

CLXXXILI. 

Previons  to  -ckis  lefion  of  furface  excel - 
n ally  in  fome  conlftitution's,  where  ^  cal- 
culous difpofition  takes  place  'by  -the  ftag- 
na!rion  of  the  nrine,  nuclei  form  in  the 
cellular  membrane ;  which  rncreafing  the 
original  ftridure  or  obflrudtion,  occalion 
a  violent  increa"fe  of  the  fymptoms  till 
ulceration  takes  place. 

In  other  cafes,  again,  where'the  forma- 
tion of  matter  does  not  'happen  at  a-H,  a 
confiderable  in^ammation  being  induced, 
mortification  enfues;  fo  that  all  before  the?- 
tefticles  floughs  off,  when  death  of  courfe 
fupervenes. 

CLXXXIV. 

When  the  ulceration,  forming  a  new 
pailage,  begins  in  the  membranous  part  of 
the  urethra,  a  fvvelling  may  be  felt  from 
it  towards  the  perinxum;  and  in  this  cafe 
we  have  often  an  opportunity  to  prevent 

the 
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ihe  farther  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, — This 
we  attempt  in  three  ways. 

1.  By  removing  its  caufe,  depending  on 
ftri(5lure,  by  the  ufe  of  the  bougie,  or  the 
application  of  cauftic  ;  and  in  this  cafe,  a 
hollow  bougie,  as  recommended  by  authors, 
will  feldom  be  fubmitted  to',  as  it  keeps  the 
patient  conflantly  wet.  It  is  at  the  fame 
time  an  improper  inftrument;  for  its  dia- 
meter not  being  fufficient  for  the  pafTage 
bf  the  urine,  it  pafFes  off  by  its  fides,  and 
it  promotes  the  very  circumflance  of  the 
infinuation  of  the  urine  it  is  meant  to  pre- 
vent. 

2.  By  the  Common  naeans  of  obviating 
inflammation,  by  bleeding,  fomentations, 
warm  fleams,'  &c.  to  the  pairt.  Or, 

3.  Where  the  two  former  fail,  by  inci- 
fion,  preventing  the  infinuation  of  the 
tirine  into  the  cell  alar  meiiibrane;  arid  the' 
method  of  performing  this  is,  by  pafling 
a  diredor  into  the  iirethra  as  far  as  the 
ftridure,  then  cutting  upon  it,  and  after- 
•w'ards  making  an  incifion  beyond  the  ftric- 
ture  tb  allow  the  paffage'of  the  urine. 

N  After 
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After  this  operation,  however,  the  inflamed 
parts  require  great  attention,  as  there  is 
much  hazard  of  their  terminating  in  gan- 
grene. To  prevent  this,  they  fliould  be 
drefTed  with  opium,  as  tending  to  leffen 
their  irritability;  and  if  fuppuration  fhould 
anywhere  form,  it  fliould  be  fpeedily 
opened. 

CLXXXV. 

But  where  the  urine  has  once  infina- 
ated  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membrane,  its 
efFedls  cannot  be  prevented ;  and  by  the 
procefs  of  ulceration  extending  and  increa- 
fing  the  formation  of  matter,  openings  are 
formed,  as  we  remarked,  either  intc  the 
urethra,  or  externally  appear  through  the 
teguments  of  the  perinseum.  Such  for- 
mation of  matter  is  marked  by  a  throbbing 
deep-feated  pain,  with  tenfion  and  fulnefs 
of  the  part.  When  it  breaks  into  the  ure- 
thra, it  may  be  difcovered  by  matter  pre- 
ceding the  difcharge  of  urine;  and  when, 
again,  it  is  carried  backwards  into  the 
bladder,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  though 

more 
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iBore  rarely,  matter  commonly  appears 
with  its  laft  drops.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  the 
removal  of  the  ftriaure  in  the  paffage  is 
one  great  ftep  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 
Where  the  matter  points  externally,  or  a 
fluctuation  is  felt  in  the  perinaeum,  it  is 
to  be  opened  by  incifion  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  Though  in  all  thefe  cafes,  from 
the  ftagnation  of  the  urine  and  morbid 
ftate  of  the  parts,  the  healing  of  fuch  ab- 
fcelTes  is  always  tedious. 

CLXXXVI. 

As  this  difficulty  of  healing  is  greateft 
•where  the  abfcefs  opens  exteri;ially,  form- 
ing fiftula  perinsei,  and  is  often  increafed 
by  the  ftri^lure  not  being  entirely  remo- 
Yed;  in  order  to  its  cure,  ic  is  neceflary  that 
the  natural  pafTage  ftiould  be  made  as  free  aS 
poffible,  and  that  the  difcharge  of  urine  by 
this  way  fhould  be  as  much  prevented  as  we 
can ,  For  this  purpofe,  an  operation  has  been 
fometimes,  after  other  methods  fail,  per- 
formed J  and  it  conlifts  in  firfl  laying  it  open 

N  2  to 
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to  the  bottom,  then  introducing  a  fmall 
flexible  catheter  into  the  the  urethra  beyond 
the  place  of  the  fiftula,  and  then  bringing 
together  the  fides  of  the  latter,  and  retaining 
them  by  the  twifted  future.  Mr  Daran, 
however,  in  his  practice,  was  againft  all 
incifions  of  thefe  parts ;  being  of  opinion, 
that  they  would  always  yield  to  a  proper 
ufe  of  the  bougie  attentively  employed. 

CLXXXVir. 

These,  then,  are  the  confequences  of 
ftri(5\ure  on  the  urethra ;  and  we  next  ex- 
amine its  effects  on  the  urinary  organs  at 
large. 

CLXXXVIII. 

The  firft  of  them  is  an  increafed  power 
which  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  bladder 
acquire,  becoming  fafciculated  from  the 
more  violent  efforts  which  the  exigence  of 
flridlure  occafions  for  the  expulfion  of  the 
urine,  attended  at  the  fame  time  with  a 
thickening  of  its  fubftance,  fo  as  in  fome 

the 
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cafes,  according  to  Mr  Hunter,  to  meafure 
half  an  inch.  This  is  the  effed  of  all  long- 
continued  irritations,  which,  colleding  in 
the  organ  a  greater  proportion  of  fluids 
than  what  its  ufual  circulation  admits, 
produces,  in  confequence  of  this,  an  appo- 
rtion of  new  matter  to  its  fubftance ;  and 
thus  alfo  inflamed  parts  are  always  found 
confiderably  thickened.  This  ftate  of  t]ie 
bladder  is  communicated  alfo  to  the  extre- 
mities of  the  ureters,  where,  from  the  re- 
tention of  urine,  and  its  preffiire  back- 
wards, a  confiderable  diftention  of  them 
occurs  :  For  the  (limulus  of  the  urine  is 
meant  to  poflefs  in  health  a  certain  pro- 
portion to  the  irritability  of  the  bladder  ; 
,and  where  it  is  retained  beyond  the  time 
this  ftimulus  is  once  exerted,  it  muft  a(5l 
againft  the  organ  that  contains  it. 

CLXXXIX. 

The  efle(5l  of  ulcerations  in  the  urethra 
on  the  fyftem  are  very  confiderable,  efpe- 
^ially  where  they  are  near  the  neck  of  the 

N  3  bladder^ 
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bladder,  occafioning  fever,  attended  with 
violent  pain.  This  however  comes  to  re- 
mit as  matter  forms;  though,  if  this  for- 
mation of  matter  is  great,  hecflic  fymptoms 
often  arrive  which  prove  fatal.  Bark 
fliould  be  here  early  had  recourfe  to ;  and 
fudorifics  tend  to  relieve  the  fymptoms  of 
increafed  aftion ;  while  pain  and  other  un- 
eafmefs  are  to  be  allayed  by  the  occafional 
xjfe-of  opiates. 

cxc. 

IV.  Common  Symptoms  succeeding 
Gonorrhoea. 
Having  examined  the  feveral  confe- 
quences  of  gonorrhoea  in  its  moft  unfa- 
vourable termination,  it  ftill  remains  to 
^iiention  thofe  circumftances  which  ufually 
fucceed  it,  where  none  of  thefe  fecondary 
difeafes  occur. 

CXCI. 

These  confift  chiefly  of  uneafy  fenfa- 
tiqna  in  the  urethra,  with  remaining  itchir 

nefs 
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nefs  of  the  glans ;  and  more  efpecially  do 
thefe  occur,  if  the  former  fymptoms  have 
been  violent,  fo  as  to  occafion  from  fympa- 
thy  any  increafed  irritabiUty  of  the  bladder. 
They  are  merely  temporary,  and  gradually 
go  oflP  in  a  fliort  time ;  though  they  har- 
rafs  the  mind  of  the  patient,  and  render 
him  not  a  little  anxious  about  the  certainty 
of  his  cure;  fo  that  he  frequently  becomes 
the  dupe  of  the  defigning,  who  wifli  to 
perfuade  him  of  the  continuance  flill  of 
the  difeafe. 

CXCII. 

As  thefe  fymptoms  arife  from  an  in- 
creafed  irritability  of  the  parts,  their  cure 
depends  on  allaying  it  either  by  the  ufe  of 
fedatives  or  the  applicaion  of  a  blifter  to  the 
perinasum.  Sometimes  paffing  a  bougie 
a  few  times,  as  Mr  Hunter  obferves,  will 
remove  them.  At  other  times  they  in- 
creafe  confiderably,  attended  with  flr^mge 
fliootings  in  the  penis,  and  frequent  calls 
p  urine,  the  tefticles  feeling  as  if  they  re- 

N  4  quired 
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quired  fufpenfion  ;  and  more  efpecialiy 
when  the  legs  are  fqueezed  together,  fo  as 
to  give  fufpicioii  of  the  patient's  having  the 
flone.  Neither  the  apphcafion  of  mercury 
nor  yet  injedions  have  any  efFed; ;  but 
with  time  they  generally  go  off,  though 
you  will  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  calm 
the  fears  of  the  patient. 

C^CIIT. 

V.  Diseases  from  Retropulsion. 

To  conclude  this  divifion  of  our  fubjed^ 
it  remains  only  to  enumerate  fome  pecu- 
liar affedions  which  have  been  mentioned 
by  authors  as  immediately  fucceeding  a 
fudden  fuppreffion  of  the  difcharge ;  and 
which  has  led  to  a  confirmation  of  the 
opinion  formerly  entertained,  that  there 
was  fomething  critical  in  its  evacuation, 
while  the  modes  of  pradice  employed 
ihould  be  fuch  as  promoted  it.  The  laws 
of  fyuipathy  we  are  as  yet  not  fufficiently 
acquainted  with ;  and  therefore  to  deny 
fuch  confequences  would  be  prefuming 

too 
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too  far,  though  to  admit  them  implicitly 
would  favour  ftrongly  of  credulity.  We 
fliall  on  that  account  entirely  fufpend  our 
judgment  on  this  head,  and  give  only  what 
has  been  delivered  by  different  writers 
from  obfervation  in  pra(5lice, 

CXCIV. 

All  the  affesflions  arifing  from  this 
fource  are  marked  by  a  violence  of  fymp- 
toms  uncommon  to  the  nature  of  this  dif- 
eafe ;  and  two  of  them  have  been  particu-*- 
larly  infifted  on,  ophthalmia  and  deafnefs. 
Both  of  thefe  affeflions  are  attended  here 
with  the  moft  acute  inflammation,  more 
fo  perhaps  than  in  any  other  cafe ;  fo  as 
totally  to  deftroy  in  a  few  days,  if  conti- 
nuing, the  functions  of  the  refpedlive  or- 
jgans. 

cxcv. 

This  fpecies  of  ophthalmia  was  firft  de- 
fcribed  by  Mr  St  Ives  in  his  Treatife  on 
the  Difeafes  of  the  Eye.  Ic  was  afterwards 

taken 
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taken  notice  of  by  Dr  Aftruc,  and  is  lately 
mentioned  by  Dr  Swediauer.    Other  in-- 
fiances  of  it  likewife  occur  in  the  different: 
periodical  publications.    The  eye  in  thisi 
cafe  becomes  reddifli  and  inflamed,  with, 
confiderable  pain,  and  a  conftant  flow  of 
tears.    The  eye-lids  partake  alfo  of  this 
ftate,  being  fwelled,  fo  as  not  to  cover 
the  eye,   and  a  thickifh  yellow  matter 
"  oozes  from  the  febaceous  glands.  The 
difeafe,  if  continuing,  is  foon  attended 
■with  an  opacity  of  the  cornea;  and  though 
fymptoms  of  lues  frequently  affedl  the 
eyes,  yet  they  are  never  attended  with  the 
danger  of  the  prefent  complaint,  for,  if  not 
immediately  relieved,  blindnefs  commonly 
enfues  in  a  few  days. 

The  cure  is  effedled  in  two  ways.  Ei- 
ther, 

1.  By  recalling  the  original  difeafe. 
Or, 

2.  Obviating  inflammation  in  the  part, 
by  fcarification  of  thej  conjunctiva,  and 

other 
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Other  topical  means  of  removing  increafed 
a6tion. 

CXCVI. 

Deafness,  the  fecond  afFedion  from 
this  fource,  is  equally  violent  in  ics  fymp- 

toms  with  the  former,  attended  with  moft 

If 

acute  pain,  and  fuppurations  foon  form ; 
fo  that  the  ftru(5lure  of  the  ear  coming  to 
be  deftroyed,  the  lofs  of  hearing  is  never  to 
be  again  repaired.  The  method  of  treat- 
ment is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  oph- 
thalmia, allowing  for  the  different  ftruc- 
ture  of  parts  ;  and  the  great  point,  in 
all  thefe  cafes,  is  to  fubdue  the  adivity 
of  the  inflammation  before  it  pais  into 
any  fecondary  ftate,  particularly  fuppura- 
tion. 

CXCVII. 

Paralysis  has  been  alfo  mentioned  as 
an  efFed  of  retropulfed  gonorrhoea.    It  is 
generally  here  partial,  and  yields  to  a  mer- 
curial 
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curial  courfe;  while,  in  the  progrefs  of 
its  cure,    the  original  afFedion  of  the< 
urethra  returns  with  the  fame  violence: 
as  marks  the  incipient  ftate  of  the  dif--'; 
eafe.  I 

CXCVIII. 

All  thefe  afFedions  are  to  be  confideredl 
as  very  rare,  and  as  yet  we  have  not  had  i 
fufEcient  experience  to  afcertain  with  ex- 
adlnefs  their  true  nature ;  fo  that  we  are 
obliged  to  go  by  the  opinions  of  authors, . 
who  frequently  afcribe  to  this  caufe  what* 
ever  afFeclion  occurs  during  the  progrefs 
of  gonorrhoea,  when  perhaps  it  may  be 
morejuflly  referred  to  another  fource;  for 
even  the  cure  by  mercury,  and  alfo  the  re- 
turn of  the  original  afFe(5lion,  are  by  no 
means  certain  marks  of  the  difeafe  ariCng 
from  this  fource.  Mercury  cures  many 
difeafes,  and  its  flimulant  powers  are  cer- 
tainly favourable  in  many  cafes  to  the  re- 
moval of  paralyfis ;  while  the  urethra,  we 
know,  after  gonorrhoea,  fimilar  to  all  parts 

the 
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the  feat  of  hemorrhagy,  retains  its  difpofi- 
tion  to  continue  the  difcharge,  and  this 
more  efpecially  when  a  univerfal  increafe 
of  circulation  is  produced  by  the  adion  of 
mercury. 


II.  OF 


IL 
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CHANCRE. 


CXCIX. 

OUR  remarks  have  been  hitherto  coii- 
fined  to  the  adion  of  the  virus  ori 
a  fecreting  furface;  and  we  are  now  to 
view  it  in  a  different  one,  or  a  porous ; 
where,  in  order  to  produce  a  fimilar  effedl, 
which  conflfts  in  forming  a  fecretion,  a 
lelion  of  the  part  muft  neceflarily  take 
place.  For  in  confequence  of  irritation, 
wherever  appUed,  it  is  an  invariable  rule 
of  the  animal  oecenomy,  that  matter  mull 
be  formed  with  a  view  to  remove  the  mor- 
bid 
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bid  caufe.  This  is  cafily  excited  on  a  fe- 
creting  furface  j  and  where  no  natural 
difcharge  prevails  to  efFed  it,  an  altered 
organization  muft  be  produced. 

CC. 

This  alteration  in  the  prefent  cafe  has 
been  termed  Chancre ;  and  from  tlje  dif- 
ferent appearance  it  afFumes,  it  is  properly- 
divided  into  three  fpecies  ;  the  Ulcerous, 
Lymphatic,  and  Velicular. 

CCI. 

In  every  cafe  of  chancre,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  virus  is  during  the  firft  mo- 
ments of  coition,  when  that  turgefcence  of 
the  parts  which  fits  the  abforbents  of  a 
porous  furface  for  adlion  takes  place,  and 
when  the  fridlion.  necelTarily  joined  con- 
tributes to  favour  its  infinuation ;  and 
in  this  it  differs  from  gonorrhoea,  where 
the  virus  is,  on  the  contrary,  taken  up 
during  the  ftate  of  coUapfe.  The  late  Dr 
Hunter  fuppofed  that  the  virus  has  not 
fufiicient  power  to  act  on  the  common 

•  fkin 
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{km  without  fome  erofion  or  chop  ui  it  to  | 
admit  its  introdudion ;  and  that  it  is  only 
in  fuch  cafes  that  chancre  takes  place.  But 
this,  however  juft  in  fome  cafes,  is  not  al- 
ways  true.  We  find  chancre  where  no 
previous  lefion  at  all  happens ;  and  muft 
therefore  conclude,  that  the  fridion  and  i 
excited  ftate  of  the  furface  itfelf  remarked 
are  fufficient  to  give  it  a  power  of  ading. 

car. 

The  feat  of  chancre  is  moft  comrrionly 
either  externally  on  the  fkin  of  the  penis, 
or  on  the  frasnum  and  prepuce,  when  a 
furface  fimilar  to  that  defcribed  under  the 
firft  fpecies  of  fecreting  furfaces,  and  dif- 
charging  a  thin  lymphatic  fluid  favouring 
an  erofion,  receives  it;  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  chancres  are  always  here 
more  virulent  than  when  they  arife  on  the 
common  teguments.  Chancres  more  rare- 
ly appear  on  the  glans ;  and  the  reafon  of 
this  may  perhaps  be  afcribed  to  a  general 
exfudation  of  an  oily  fluid  from  the  whole 
of  its  furface  in  time  of  coition,  producing 
T  that 
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that  appearance  of  fweating  which  takes 
place  during  the  firll:  fymptoms  of  gonor- 
rhoea. In  this  idea  we  are  even  fupported 
by  the  authority  of  the  late  Dr  Hunter, 
who  confidered  fuch  an  exfudation  as  really- 
taking  place ;  and  as  not  confined,  which 
fome  authors  have  done,  to  a  particular 
fpot,  where  what  they  termed  the  Glan- 
dulas  Odoriferas  were  fituated,  but  as  con- 
fifting  in  a  general  exfudation  from  the 
whole  furface  of  the  glans,  which  prevents 
the  adhefion  of  the  venereal  matter. 

CCIII. 

The  firft  fpecies  of  chancre,  or  what  has 
been  termed  the  Ulcerous,  is  mo  ft  com- 
mon. It  has  been  principally  aftehded  to 
by  authors,  and  the  others  have  only  met 
with  a  very  fuperficial  confideration.  It 
appears  at  firft  in  the  form  of  a  little  red 
pimple,  attended  with  confiderable  itchi- 
nefs ;  and  becoming  foon  pointed  at  top, 
it  inflames  and  becomes  excoriated,  chan- 
ging to  pain.  In  fome,  it  is  diffufed  over 
a  confiderable  portion  of  furface;  in  others, 

O  and 
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and  mofl:  frequently,  it  produces  meref-- 
ly  a  round  puftule,  the  very  point  of 
which  opens;  emitting  a  difcharge,  which 
varies  in  its  appearance  according  to  the 
ftate  of  inflammation  ;  and  till  then  there 
is  little  tumefadlion,  which  begins  after 
this  to  be  more  confiderable,  and  a  pecu- 
liar charadleriftic  hardnefs  is  foon  obfer- 
vable  on  the  edges  of  the  fore.  It  gradu- 
ally extends  itfelf  in  depth,  and  an  exco- 
riation generally  takes  place  from  the  acri- 
mony of  the  difcharge  wherever  it  touches. 
Various  fymptoms  arife  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parts  from  its  irritation,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  affetftion  advances  with  vari- 
ous rapidity  according  to  its  fituation  and 
the  ftate  of  the  conftitution  it  attacks ; 
and  this  circumftance,  of  the  manner  of 
its  progrefs,  has  been  confidered  as  mark- 
ing the  latter. 

CCIV. 

This,  then,  is  the  hiftory  of  the  firft 
fpecies  of  chancre,  which  appears  in  the 
form  of  an  open  fore.    The  next,  or  what 

we 
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*We  have  named  the  Lymphatic,  confifts  in 
a  fimple  lymphatic  fwelling,  which  has  its 
courfe  obfervable  to  the  feel,  fomewhere 
from  the  prepuce  along  the  direction  of  the 
penis,  in  the  form  of  a  flraitened  cord. 
•  At  times,  however,  the  finger  can  hardly 
detect  it ;  and  it  is  this,  perhaps,  that  has 
given  rife  to  the  obfervation  of  authors, 
that  conftitiitiorial  fymptoms  have  occur- 
red without  any  topical  afFedion.  Such 
cafes,  however,  if  accurately  ex:amined, 
would  have  been  found  perhaps  to  arife 
from  this  mode  of  infedlion :  for  though 
abforption  is  not  equally  ftrong  from  this 
.fource  as  the  former  fpecies,  where  a  lefion 
of-  furface  is  produced,  yet  it  frequently 
takes  place,  however  flow  in  its  operation*; 
and  as  the  extremities  of  the  abforbents 
are  more  irritable  than  in  their  courfe,  it 
is  to  be  naturally  fuppofed,  that  the  vene- 

O  2  real 

*  This  fymptom  of  the  hardened  cord  Mr  Hunter 
has  confidered  under  gonorrhoea;  but  from  many  cafes 
of  it,  as  there  is  an  abforption,  and  as  in  general  no  ab- 
fbrption  prevails  from  gonorrhoea,  fo  it  fho'uld  be  con- 
fidered as  -a  feparate  affetlion,  and  placed  here. 
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real  virus,  if  capable  of  adling  on  the  fy- 
llem,  will  always  before  this  ad  equally 
on  the  pare  by  the  irritability  of  which  it 
is  primarily  received. 

ccv. 

The  lafl  fpecies  of  chancre,  or  what 
has  been  denominated  from  its  appearance 
the  Veficular,  is  the  fimpleft,  for  the  mod 
part,  of  any.  It  is  moH:  common  on  the. 
prepuce ;  and  is  merely  a  clear  limpid 
veficle,  which  continuing  but  a  fliort  time 
burfls  ;  and  difcharging  its  contents,  either 
removes  in  this  way  the  infedion,  the  fur- 
face  below  being  unafFeded,or  where,  from 
the  period  of  its  continuance,  a  change  in 
the  latter  has  occurred,  it  terminates  then 
in  the  firfl  fpecies,  or  an  ulcerous  fore. 

CCVI. 

The  occurrence  of  chancre  is  notjufl 
fo  frequent  as  that  of  gonorrhoea ;  and 
from  calculations  which  have  been  made 
by  fome  authors,  they  may  be  confidered 
as  one  to  four.    The  period  from  the 

time 
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time  of  infeaion  at  which  they  make  their 
appearance,  is  generally,  however,  fooner 
than  in  gonorrhoea ;  and  this  leems  con- 
neded  with  the  very  manner  of  its  intro- 
duaion  in  fuch  cafes.  Some  have  alleged 
it  to  be  later,  though  in  all  inftances  that 
have  fallen  under  our  obfervation  the  re- 
verfe  has  taken  place ;  for  in  feme  their 
appearance  we  have  met  with  fo  early  as 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  though  the 
medium  of  their  attack  is  from  24  or  36 
hours  to  four  or  five  weeks  from  the  date 
of  infeaion. 

CCVII. 

Chancres  of  the  firft  fpecies  have  fome 
analogy  in  their  efFeas  to  cancer,  and  they 
poflefs  a  natural  tendency  to  go  deep. 
Hence,  in  particular  fituations,  they  have 
been  known  to  eat  into  the  corpora  caver- 
nofa,  8cc.  The  inflammation  which  at- 
tends them,  when  on  the  prepuce  or  frae- 
num,  is  of  the  eryfipelatous  kind  ;  and  in 
fome  conftitutions,  where  it  runs  high,  has 
been  known  to  terminate  in  mortification. 

O3  In 
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In  thefe  cafes,  the  chancres  begin  by  floughs, 
which  are  repeatedly  cafl:  off ;  and  fome- 
times  they  are  known  to  bleed  profufely. 

In  women,  thefe  chancres  appear  much 
the  fame  as  in  men.  They  are  ufually 
more  numerous,  from  the  furface  being 
more  extenfive  for  their  origin ;  and  the 
danger  of  abforption  from  them  is  like- 
wife  here  more  confiderable. 

CGVIII. 

In  chancre,  as  in  the  other  venereal  af- 
fe6lions,  the  virus  only  operates  or  conti- 
nues its  a6live  (late  a  certain  period,  and 
a  decay  of  the  difeale  then  I'upervenes,  or 
a  new  difpofition,  to  be  afterwards  re- 
marked, commences,  which  under  the  ufe 
of  mercury  is  confiderably  aggravated. 
It  occurs  chiefly  in  fcrophulous  conftitu- 
tions,  or  where,  from  the  ufe  of  mercury 
along  with  the  local  treatment  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  fuch  a  relaxed  ftate  of  conftitution  is 
induced  as  prevents,  after  the  extindion  of 
the  venereal  virus,  the  cicatriflng  of  the 
^ore ;  while,  by  continuing  the  lame  re.r 

medies 
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medies  wKich  deftroyed  its  adive  ftate, 
it  not  unfrequently  difplays  a  cancerous 
tendency.  Of  this  Dr  Swediauer  has  given 
fome  remarkable  inftances;  and  the  hiftory 
of  thefe  will  enforce  the  propriety  of  this 
diflindlion. 

CCIX. 

But  as  gonorrhcea  does  not  always  de- 
pend on  the  application  of  a  fpecific  virus, 
fo  ulcers  of  the  genitals  frequently  appear 
fimilar  to  the  prefent,  though  independent 
of  any  caufes  applied  by  coition.  Thefe 
are  remarked  even  by  Celfus  ;  and  it  has 
been  too  generally  fuppofed,  that  every 
lefion  of  furface  in  this  fituation  derives 
its  origin  from  a  fpecific  taint.  We  fliould 
endeavour,  then,,  with  all  the  ex?t(fl:nefs  in 
our  power,  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  the 
affection  before  we  proceed  to  its  treat- 
ment, as  highly  neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  latter ;  and  it  is  on  this  account  the 
beft  writers  have  remarked,  that  the  ma- 
nagement of  chancre  admits  of  great  va- 
riation.   It  is  very  common,  however,  for 

O  4  gonorrhoea 
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gonorrhoea  and  chancre  to  be  received  at 
the  fame  time;  and  in  this  cafe  there  is 
no  doubt  about  the  real  nature  of  the  lat- 
ter. 

CCX. 

The  number  of  chancres  received  by 
one  infedion  is  very  various.  Sometimes 
there  are  only  one  or  two  ;  at  other  times 
they  are  more  numerous,  and  form  a  fort 
of  clufter  round  the  prepuce  and  neigh- 
bouring parts.  Youcangenerally,however, 
determine  their  number  in  a  few  days,  or 
on  the  firft  appearance  of  one;  and  the 
difcharge  from  them,  though  liable  to  ex- 
coriate or  pit  the  adjacent  furface  a  little, 
does  not  feem  capable  of  producing  real 
chancre  on  the  fame  perfon,  or  to  affedl 
in  the  fame  way  the  contiguous  parts  it 
touches ;  which  confirms  the  theory  of  the 
introdudtion  of  the  venereal  virus  advan- 
ced. The  progrefs  of  chancre  is  alfo  very 
various  ;  for  in  fome  they  extend  remark- 
ably in  a  few  days,  while  in  others  they  re- 
tain 
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aln  mucli  of  their  original  ftate  for  as 
many  weeks. 

CCXL 

In  all  cafes  of  chancre,  three  fymptoms 
will  be  found,  if  attended  to,  particularly 
to  diftinguifh  them. 

1.  The  firfl:  is  confiderable  pain,  which 
always  attends  the  primary  depofition  of 
the  virus,  while  there  is  little  or  none  that 
arifes  from  ulcerations  in  its  conftitutional 
ftate. 

2.  The  fecond  is  hardnefs  of  its  edge ; 
which  is  here  more  confiderable,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fize  of  the  ulcer,  than  when 
it  arifes  from  the  conftitutional  taint. 
And, 

3.  The  third  is  a  greater  circumfcrip- 
tion  of  the  fore,  which  fliows  lefs  tendency 
to  fpread. 

CCXII. 

Similar,  then,  to  the  other  affedlions 
which  arife  from  the  primary  adlion  of 
the  venereal  virus,  chancre  we  confider 
'  entirely 
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entirely  as  a  local  difeafe;  and  its  cure,  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  affedions  hi- 
therto defcribed,  is  to  be  attempted  by  at- 
tacking it  locally.  With  this  view,  the 
difFerent  mod(»  of  pradlce  which  have 
been  employed  for  the  removal  of  the  firft 
fpecies  may  be  reduced  to  three  heads. 

1.  The  firfl  confiding,  in  their  total  de- . 
{tru(ftion. 

2.  The  fecond,  in  changing  the  fpecific 
^o  common  inflammation,  or  that  procefs 

'   by  which  the  renewal  of  parts  where  a 
Ipfs  of  fubftance  occurs  is  effedled.  And, 

3.  The  third,  in  merely  obviating  mor- 
bid irritability,  as  on  this  property  of  the 
minimal  fibre  the  acflion  of  the  virus  chiefly 

-  depends. 

GCXIII. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  is  fo  ancient  as  the 
days  of  Ambrofe  Pare,  but  has  of  late  been 
revived  and  ftrongly  inculcated  by  Dr 
Monro,  from  confideration  of  the  virus 
being  confined  to  the  very  fpot  where  the 
)jlcer  or  puftule  appears;  and. it  may  be 

done 
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(done  either  by  excifion  or  the  application 
of  cauftic,  by  either  of  which  a  common 
wound  is  produced.    Excifion,  however, 
in  particular  fituations,  cannoc  be  fo  eafily 
employed,  as  there  is  danger  of  hemor- 
rhagy  being  induced  ;   and  the  cauftic, 
therefore,  though  more  tedious,  is  generally 
preferred.    For  this  purpofe,  it  fhould  be 
pointed  in  the  form  of  a  pencil,  and  the 
affeded  part  touched  with  it  repeatedly 
every  12  or  24  hours,  till  its  furface  ac* 
quire  the  red  healthy  appearance  of  a  com- 
mon wound.    It  can  only  be  ufed,  how- 
ever, fafely  in  the  incipient  (late  of  the  dif- 
eafe ;  for  if  it  has  continued  any  time, 
and  there  is  much  fenfibility  in  the  'part, 
the  application  of  the  cauftic  will  excite 
confiderable  inflammation  of  the  contigu- 
ous furface,  and  even  increafe,  before  its  ex- 
tirpation, the  tendency  to  abforption  from 
the  difeafe.   Nay,  Dr  Swediauer  mentions 
his  having  even  known  mortification  of 
fhe  part  arife  from  this  caufe.   We  fliould 
confine,  therefore,  this  mode  of  pra(5lice  to 
its  incipient  flate,  or  to  thofe  conftitutions 
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in  which  little  fenfibility  of  furface  pre- 
vails, and  where  the  venereal  difpofition 
is  fomewhat  counteracled  by  the  inadlivity 
of  the  part.  In  thefe  cafes,  along  with 
the  cauftic,  the  cure  may  be  aflifted  by 
dreffing  ;  and  with  this  view,  the  mercu- 
rial ointment  will  be  highly  proper. 

CCXIV. 

The  fecond  mode  of  practice  has  been 
more  generally  employed  than  the  former 
in  every  cafe  of  chancre  ;  and  it  conlift* 
in  changing  the  fpecific  to  common  in- 
flammation,  which  is  performed  by  ex- 
citing in  the  part  fuch  an  irritation  as  is 
incompatible  with  the  acflion  of  the  mor- 
bid caufe.  To  explain  the  propriety  of 
this  indication,  we  obferve,  that  all  poifons 
pofTefs  a  tendency  to  deftroy  the  action  of 
the  vital  principle  in  the  part;  and  the  in- 
flammation they  excite  is  'never  attende4- 
with  that  procefs  by  which  its  regenera- 
tion is  produced.  By  fubduing,  therefore, 
entirely  the  morbid  adlion  of  the  part,  or 
,exciting  in  it  a  fuperior  irritation  to  that 
Z      ,  originally 
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originally  prevailing,  for  two  irritations, 
we  find,  equally  ftrong,  cannot  take  place 
once,  common  inflammation,  as  the 
efFefl  of  the  applications  in  this  cafe  is 
allowed  to  occur  ;  and  its  confequence  is 
the  removal  of  the  lefion  taking  place,  as 
in  other  cafes  of  fimple  wound. 

CGXV. 

The  remedies  anfwering  this  intention 
are  numerous.  They  confift  of  mineral 
fubftances  ;  for  the  vegetable  for  this 
purpofe  hardly  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  as 
not  being  fufficiently  powerful ;  and  they 
are  either  mercury,  lead,  or  copper,  applied 
in  the  form  of  ointment,  powder,  or  folu- 
tion.  Of  thefe,  a  few  of  the  moll:  cele- 
brated deferve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  have  been 
the  mofl  generally  ufed,  particularly  the 
corrofive  fublimate  and  red  precipitate. 
The  former  of  thefe  is  ufually  applied  in 
folution ;  and  by  the  addition  of  a  little 
crude  fal  ammoniac,  its  precipitation  is 
prevented.    Where  its  proper  degree  of 

ftrength^ 
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ftrength,  as  fuiced  to  the  flate  of  Irritation 
in  the  part,  is  accurately  afcertained,  it 
will  frequently  cure  in  the  fpace  of  three 
or  four  days.    The  common  proportion 
recom  mended  here  is  a  graia  of  corrofive  to 
gi.  of  fluid ;  and  if  it  gives  much  pain,  it 
will  even  require  greater  dilution.  It  does 
befl  on  lint,  applied  viret  to  the  fore.    It  is 
likewife  ufed  by  fome  praditioners  very 
fuccefsfully  in  the  form  of  ointment.  It 
feems  to  fucceed  beft  in  incipient  chancre^ 
in  conftitutions -having  a  fcroplmlous  ten- 
dency. 

The  red  precipitate,  again,  has  been 
long  and  very  indifcriminately  applied  for 
the  cure  of  this  affedion  ;  and  it  may  be 
remarked  here,  that  all  preparations  of  an 
infoluble  nature  are  beft  fitted  for  ex- 
ternal, pui'pofes,  by  which  the  continuance 
of  their  adion  on  the  part  is  long  prefer- 
ved.  It  has  been  recommended  here  in 
the  dry  powder,  and  direded  to  be  fprink- 
led  on  the  fore;  which  producing  foon  a 
kind  of  flough  by  its  high  degree  of  irri- 
tation, leaves  the  furface  below  on  its  fe-* 
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paraiion  perfedly  found  ;  but  frequently 
no  flough  is  formed,  and  then  it  ads  en- 
tirely on  the  principle  mentioned,  by  fub- 
duing  fpecific  inflammation.  It  is  beft 
adapted  to  chancres  of  fome  (landing,  and 
where  the  parts  do  not  polTefs  a  high  de- 
gree of  morbid  fenfibiiity. 

Befides  thefe,  Dr  Saunders  of  London 
has  lately  introduced  the  application  of 
calomel  in  the  form  of  ointment  for  the 
healing  of  chancre;  and  obferves,  he  has 
found  it  lefs  irritating,  and  at  the  fajne 
time  more  efficacious  than  any  preparation 
he  had  employed.  Making  allowance  for 
Dr  Saunders's  recommendation,  from  his 
being  the  original  advifer  of  this  pra(fiice, 
it  yet  deferves  a  great  deal  of  attention, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  fuccefs. 

In  Dr  Cockburn's  publication  on  Go- 
norrhoea, we  find  an  ointment  very  ftrong- 
ly  recommended,  confifting  of  common 
purified  mercury  united  with  turpentine. 
Its  fuccefs  is  there  very  highly  extolled ; 
and  the  author  remarks,  that  the  fimpli- 
city  of  its  compofition  is  not  before  trial 

to 
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to  prejudice  our  opinion.    In  the  compo- 
fition,  indeed,  of  all  their  ointments  for- 
merly, much  attention  was  paid,  from  the 
analogy  of  chancre  with  other  ulcers,  to  the 
addition  of  balfamics.    From  the  effed  of 
thefe,  however,  in  occafioning  the  inflam- 
mation excited  to.fpread  confiderably,  from 
being  generally,  when  on  the  prepuce  or 
fraenum,  of  an  eryfipelatous  kind,  and  there- 
fore injured  by  oily  applications,  particu- 
larly thofe  producing  much  irritation,  they 
came  to  be  laid  afide,  and  are  now  almoll 
entirely  rejeded  from  the  fimplicity  of 
modern  pradice.     Nay,  fome  late  au- 
thors have  confidered  an  oily  medium  im- 
proper for  the  application  of  mercury  to 
chancre  at  all,  as  it  does  not  allow  it  to 
come  fufficiently  in  conta6l  with  the  fore. 
With  refped  to  Dr  Gockburn's  ointment, 
as  turpentine  is  known  to  effedl  a  more 
accurate  extinction  of  the  mercury  than 
any  other  fubftance  with  which  its  triture 
is  performed,  it  is  to  this  circumftance, 
perhaps,  any  fuperior  efficacy  it  poffelTes 
is  to  be  afcribed. 

But 
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But  a  more  powerful  form  in  which 
mercury  is  applied  to  chancre,  is  by  fumi- 
gation. It  was  formerly  much  in  pradice; 
and  in  particular  cafes,  where  the  fore  dif- 
covers  a  quick  tendency  to  fpread,  and  oc- 
curs in  a  flabby  phlegmatic  confticution, 
it  is  attended  with  confiderable  fuccefs. 
It  is  inconvenient,  however,  in  its  appli- 
cation; and  the  materials  for  this  purpofe 
are  generally  compofed  of  cinnabar  united 
with  fome  refinous  fubftance  ;  and  thefe 
fumigations  are  to  be  repeated  according 
to  the  fuccefs  their  application  difcovers. 

CCXVI. 

It  has  been  advanced  by  an  author  of 
the  firll:  eminence,  that  mercury  in  any 
form  will  cure  chancre.  If  this  were 
the  cafe,  we  fhould  have  no  occafion  for 
any  other  compoiitions  than  thofe  of  mer- 
cury :  but  we  find  they  fail  at  times,  or 
are  too  flow  in  their  operation;  for  their 
fuccefs  entirely  depends  on  proportioning 
their  irritation  to  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
in  order  to  counterad  the  morbid  difpo- 
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fition  of  the  part :  and  hence,  in  particu- 
lar cafes,  preparations  of  lead  and  copper 
have  been  experienced  nciore  fuccefsful 
than  thofe  of  mercury.    Thus,  where  the 
fore  has  been  very  irritable,  the  cerufTa 
and  minium  in  the  form  of  ointment 
have  been  ufefuUy  applied  j  and  where, 
again,  the  reverfe  of  this  ftate  has  taken 
place,  and  the  preparations  of  mercury 
have  feemed  to  exert  little  or  no  power, 
the  serugo  seris   and  blue  vitriol,  &c. 
have  efFe(5led  a  cure.   Dr  Swediauer  men- 
tions the  powder  of  a  particular  prepara- 
tion as  ftill  more  efFedlual  than  any  of 
thefe,  which  is  the  aurichalcum,  or  yellow 
copper;  and,  he  obferves,  he  has  known  it 
cure  ulcers  which  refifted  the  power  of  all 
other  medicines. 

CCXVII. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  then,  we  fhall 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  impropriety  of  Mr 
Hunter's  opinion,  that  the  venereal  dif- 
poficion  is  equally  difficult  to  fubdue  in  a 

fmail 
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fmall  as  in  a  large  chancre.  In  the  latter 
its  power  is  certainly  more  confiderable. 

CCXVIII. 

Having  examined  the  two  firft  modes 
of  pradice  in  the  cure  of  the  prefent  af- 
fection, we  proceed  to  the  lafl ;  which 
confifls  in  fimply  obviating  morbid  irri- 
tability. 

The  fpreading  of  venereal  chancres  was 
obferved  to  arife  chiefly  from  their  fenfi- 
bility ;  and  of  courfe,  in  relaxed  confticu- 
tions,  their  efFeds  were  experienced  more 
confiderable.  In  others,  again,  where  a  de- 
gree of  callofity  prevailed,  they  fpread  little, 
and  confequently  gave  fmall  uneafinefs. 
By  producing,  then,  this  callofity  or  want 
of  fenfibility,  if  not  abfolutely  efFedling  a 
cure,  it  will  yet  diminiih  confiderably  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe.  Some  late  pub- 
lications, however,  have  afierted,  that  a 
cure  has  been  accompiiflied  in  this  way ; 
and  a  flrong  folution  of  opium  to  the  part 
is  recommended.  We  doubt,  however,  if 
a  cure  is  really  in  this  manner  to  be  pro- 
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duced ;  though  as  a  ufeful  palliative,  and 
efpecially  in  its  very  fenlible  ftate,  it  will 
be  highly  proper. 

CCXIX. 

Before  the  pradlice  with  opium,  from 
obfervation  of  fymptoms,praditioners,  na- 
turally led  to  the  propriety  of  fuch  an 
indication,  employed  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple, with  a  temporary  view,  various 
emollient  applications ;  as  poultices  of 
lintfeed  and  faccharum  faturni,  warm  fo- 
mentations, (teams  of  different  kinds,  as 
vinegar  and  fpirits,  8cc.  In  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  thefe  will  ftill  be  found,  efpe- 
cially where  the  contiguous  parts  are  much 
affeded,  highly  ferviceable. 

ccxx. 

This  comprehends  the  treatment  of  the 
firxl  and  moft  common  fpecies  of  venereal 
chancre.  In  the  cure  of  the  fecond,  or 
what  we  have  termed  the  Lymphatic,  fome 
difference  is  required.  As  it  confifts  of  a 
fimple  lymphatic  fwelling  impeding  the 

action 
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adlion  of  the  veflel  at  that  part,  it  is  of 
confequence  to  afcertain,  whether,  without 
a  lefion  of  the  part,  its  contents  in  that 
particular  fpot  can  be  converted  to  that 
matter  which  is  abforbed,  and  on  which 
the  farther  efFeds  of  the  venerea?  virus  de- 
pend ;  or  whether  pus  can  be  formed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  vefTels.    This  Mr  de 
Haen  and  Dr  Cullen  have  obferved  to  take 
place  in  the  larger  vefl^ls,  and  attempt  its 
explanation.    Why,  then,  may  not  the 
fame  procefs,  in  particular  circumftances, 
occur  in  the  lymphatics  ?    Without  this, 
or  the  formation  of  matter  in  fome  way  or 
other,  we  cannot  conceive  the  virus  can 
be  any  farther  introduced  ;  and  that  it  is 
introduced  by  what  we  have  termed  the 
Lymphatic  Chancre,  experience  daily  con- 
vinces us. 

CCXXI. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
lymphatic  chancre,  it  is  fomewhat  differ- 
ent from  the  former ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
two  indications  we  find  necefTary. 

P  3  I.  The 
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1.  The  firfl  is  cutting  oIT  tlie  commu- 
nication of  the  afFeded  vefTel  with  the  parts 
above,  as  being  fuperficially  fituated,  and 
thus  preventing  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
Or, 

2.  ^'exciting  in  the  vefTel  itfelf  fuch 
a  degree  of  irritation  as  is  incompatible 
with  the  adiion  of  the  original  taint. 

CCXXII. 

The  firft  is  performed  by  funply  divi- 
ding the  lymphatic  above  the  afFedled  fpot  j 
and  let  the  part  where  this  divifion  is  per- 
formed be  filled  with  mercurial  ointment, 
which  will  be  found  to  prevent  entirely  its 
farther  progrefs.  Or, 

Without  this  divifion  (to  anfwer  the  fe- 
cond  indication),  let  mercury  be  introdu- 
ced from  every  part  of  the  furroimding 
furface  ;  by  which  the  danger  of  fuppu- 
ration,  or  the  formation  of  matter,  as  the 
original  taint  will  be  thus  deftroyed,  will 
be  prevented. 
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CCXXIII. 

The  third  fpecles  of  chancre,  or  the 
Veficular,  is  by  far  the  fimplefl:  of  any. 
It  appears  generally  fooner  after  coition 
than  the  two  former.  Its  feat  is  commonly 
on  the  prepuce  or  frseniim,  and  its  viru- 
lence depends  on  the  time  of  its  continu- 
ance before  burfting:  For  if  breaking  ear- 
ly, the  cuticle  is  reftored,  and  no  farther 
efFe(5ls  fucceedj  but  where,  again,  it  is  long 
of  breaking,  and  the  irritation  of  its  con- 
tained fluid  has  adled  on  the  neighbouring 
folids,  a  degree  of  ulceration  is  produced, 
when  it  terminates  in  the  firft  fpecies,  and 
aflumes  foon  the  fame  appearance.  Its 
treatment  then  depends  on  breaking  it  as 
foon  as  perceived ;  and  if  the  cuticle  heal 
Tip  immediately,  there  is  no  further  dan- 
ger to  be  fufpeded  from  the  difeafe. 

CCXXIV. 

But  an  opinion  long  prevailed  againfl 
the  propriety  of  this  local  treatment  of 
-hancre  direded;  and  by  fuch  apphca- 
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tions  the  virus  was  fuppofed  to  be  repelled 
into  the  fyflem,  and  conflitutional  infec- 
tion produced.    The  mofl  ftrenuous  dti- 
fender  of  this  do(5lrine  in  modern  times 
was  Dr  Fordyce,  who  even  carried  it  fo 
far  as  to  difcharge  the  ufe  of  all  topical  re- 
medies in  every  afFedlion  ariiing  from  the 
primary  adlion  of  the  venereal  virus.  The 
fame  arguments  will  apply  here  which 
were  formerly  introduced  on  the  fubje6l 
of  gonorrhoea.  And  in  this  cafe  we  would 
beg  leave  to  afk  fuch  authors,  on  what 
abforption  depends  ?   Is  it  not  on  irrita- 
tion applied  to  the  mouths  of  the  abfor- 
bents  ?  And  what  more  powerful  irritation 
can  there  be  than  an  acrid  fluid,  which 
even  erodes  thofe  parts  of  them  it  firft  at- 
tacks ?  If,  therefore,  you  leffen  the  quan- 
tity of  this  fluid,  and  prevent  its  increafe; 
or  rather,  if  you  alter  the  powers  of  the  fe- 
cretion  on  which  its  formation  depends; 
you  mull:  certainly  leflen  the  tendency  to 
abforption. 
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But  though  authors  now  pretty  gene- 
rally admit  the  propriety  of  local  appli- 
tcations,  yet  it  has  been  an  opinion  too 
univerfally  inculcated,  that  the  prefence  of 
chancre  at  all  times  is  to  be  confidered  as 
marking  abforpdon;  and  from  the  very 
firft  appearance  of  this  afFedion  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  virus  into  the  fyftem  is  to  be 
fufpeded  as  having  taken  place.  This 
pofition,  however,  is  by  far  too  general ; 
and  in  oppofition  to  it,  we  may  remark, 
that  in -many  cafes,  even  where  no  reme- 
dies have  been  applied  except  thofe  to  the 
part,  no  fubfequent  lues  has  been  known 
to  fucceed:    and  from  the  obfervation 
which  Mr  CruikOiank  has  thrown  out  on 
the  peculiar  adion  of  the  abforbents  of  the 
penis,  we  have  every  reafon  to  conclude 
that  abforption  does  not  fo  foon  take  place 
as  has  been  hitherto  imagined.    To  de- 
termine, however,  this  queflion,  is  of  ma- 
terial importance ;  and  as  Mr  Cruikfhank 
obferves,  that  the  abforbents  of  the  penis 

poflefs 


?34 


OF  CHANCRE. 


poflefs  only  certain  periods  of  a6lion,  is  it 
not  probable,  therofore,  that  it  is  fome 
time  after  chancre  is  formed  before  the 
abforbents  acquire  that  renewed  adion 
which  was  formerly  neceflary  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  virus?  and  we  have  there- 
fore every  reafon  to  believe,  and  which 
experience  even  confirms,  that  the  early 
deftrudlion  of  the  chancre  demands  no 
farther  application.  We  find,  after  ino- 
culation, no  fymptoms  occur  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  even  though  the  virus  is  in- 
troduced, and  a  lefion  of  furface  to  effect 
it  produced.  Nay,  by  cutting  out  the 
part  fome  days  after  inoculation,  the  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe  will  not  take  place. 
Hence  we  conclude,  phyficians  have  been 
too  hafty  in  their  conclufions  on  this 
head. 

CCXXVI. 

Though  we  thus  argue  againfl  abforpr^ 
tion  occurring  in  every  cafe  of  chancre  on 
its  firft  appearance,  yet  our  fentiments  h  ^ 
is  not  intended  to  carry  too  far.    It  is  in-r^ 
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aeed  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  moft  fre- 
quent caufe  of  general  infedlion  is  from 
chancre ;  and  our  aim  in  this  reafoning  is 
merely  to  inculcate,  that  on  any  flight 
erofion  of  the  fkin  we  fliouid  not,  along 
with  the  local  treatment,  immediately,  as 
is  commonly  done,  have  recourfe  to  inter- 
nal remedies.  On  the  glans,  however,  as 
being  of  a  pretty  firm  texture,  abforption  is 
very  general.  On  the  other  parts  which  are 
more  flaccid,  experience  leads  to  the  above 
reafoning,  and  that  abforption  is  not  con- 
ftant,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  from  thefe 
fituations. 

CCXXVII. 

But  even  allowing  abforption  to  have 
taken  place,  another  quefl:ion  arifes.  Whe- 
ther, by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  lues 
may  be  prevented  from  making  its  ap- 
pearance? Though  mercury  cures  the  dif- 
eafe  when  already  formed;  yet  we  have 
?very  reafon  to  infer,  that  it  will  have  no 
^ffed  on  the  virus  when  diffufed,  and  be- 
fore, 
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fore  its  particular  efFeds  are  produced. 
Many  fa6ls  feem  to  fupport  this ;  for  we 
know,  that  even  in  cafe  of  chancre,  after 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  has  been  con- 
tinued for  fome  time,  conftitutional  fymp- 
toms  have  yet  fupervened.  We  know  alfo, 
that  during  a  mercurial  courfe  a  new  in- 
fection has  been  received.  This  fliows, 
therefore,  that  mercury  does  not  adl  on 
chemical  principles,  as  has  been  alleged ; 
and  the  fame  we  find  alfo  the  cafe  in  re- 
gard to  the  a<5lion  of  other  poifons,  as  the 
rabies  canina,  where  no  remedies  have 
any  efFec5l  in  preventing  its  being  formed. 
Nay,  fo  far  is  mercury  from  preventing 
the  formation  of  lues,  that  by  its  ufe,  where 
the  virus  has  been  latent  or  ina(5live  in  the 
fyflem,  it  comes  then  to  difcover  itfelf 
by  its  local  appearances  becoming  more 
general  in  order  to  the  termination  of  the 
difeafe.  Where,  therefore,  it  is  ufed  in- 
ternally in  cafes  of  chancre,  it  is  more  to 
comply  with  common  opinion  than  from 
any  expedations  we  are  to  form  of  its  fuc- 
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cefs.  If  any  thing,  it  muft  do  harm ;  as 
by  increafing,  in  confequence  of  its  ftimu^ 
lus,  the  irritability  of  furfaces,  it  muft  fa- 
vour the  depofition  of  the  virus,  when  ic 
might  otherwife  remain  inadlive. 

CCXXVIII. 

I N  particular  fituations  of  chancre,  where 
local  remedies  cannot  be  applied,  from  the 
ftrucfture  of  the  parts  not  admitting  its  re- 
tention, the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  will 
become  then  unavoidable.  But  thefe  cafes 
very  rarely  occur ;  and  where  they  do,  it 
is  chiefly  in  females ;  and  in  them,  appli- 
cations fliould  always  be  made  in  the  form 
of  lotion,  and  frequently  repeated. 

CCXXIX. 

With  refpecfl  to  the  management  of 
the  conftitution  in  chancre,  it  may  he 
fliortly  detailed,  and  little  attention  to  it 
will  be  neceffary.  If,  however,  the  confti- 
tution appear  relaxed  and  irritable,  the  ufe 
of  the  bark  and  tonics  will  be  ferviceable, 
3  efpecially 
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efpecially  if  the  chancre  appears  to  fpread. 
If,  again,  there  ivS  much  fenfibility,  and 
the  irritation  of  the  chancre  produces  much 
pain,  an  occafional  opiate  will  be  indica- 
ted. In  general,  however,  little  of -th 
kind  will  be  necelTary. 
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ccxxx. 

IT'ROM  the  confideration  of  chancre,  or 
the  primary  venereal  ulcer,  we  pro- 
ceed to  examine  its  confequences ;  which 
may  be  referred  to  two  kinds. 

1.  The  produdion  of  a  new  ftate  in  the 
part  it  afFecfls.  And, 

2.  The  irritation  of  contiguous  parts  ; 
the  former  fucceeding  its  termination,  the 
latter  occurring  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe. 
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ccxxxr. 

I.  New  flate  of  parts  afFeded. 

This  new  ftate  in  the  part  gives  ori- 
gin to  two  afFedlions  that  are  frequently 
the  fubjeds  of  our  pradlice;  and  in  the 
proper  treatment  and  diftindion  of  which 
the  judgment  of  the  praditioner  is  per- 
haps more  difplayed  than  in  any  other 
part  of  furgery.  Thefe  are,  Warts  and 
Gleety  Sores. 

CCXXXII. 

a.  Warts, 

Warts  are  excrefcences  of  the  cutis, 
covered  with  the  cuticle,  which  arife  for 
the  mod  part  with  more  or  lefs  of  a  point- 
ed furface,  and  are  entirely  an  increafe  of 
the  covering  of  that  part  from  whence 
they  proceed.  As  they  increafe  they  grow 
gradually  rougher  and  more  irregular, 
but  pofTefs  no  tendency  to  fpread;  and  are 
to  be  conlidered  always  as  depending  on 
an  imperfed  decay  of  the  difeafe  in  the 
part.    When  fretted  or  roughly  touched, 
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tkej  are  liable  to  bleed  profufely,  and  be- 
come extremely  painful.  Authors  have 
divided  them  into  a  variety  of  kinds,  ac- 
cording to  their  particular  appearance. 
This,  however,  it  is  not  material  to  enter 
upon ;  and  their  cure  is  entirely  to  be 
accompliflied  by  topical  applications. 

CCXXXIIT. 

The  indications,  then,  we  form  in  the 
cure  of  thefe  afFedlions,  are  either, 

1.  To  effe^i  their  total  removal  by  ex- 
cifion;  or,  where  their  necks  are  fmall,  it 
will  be  preferable  to  employ  for  this  pur- 
the  fcllTars  or  a  ligature.  Or, 

2.  To  excite  an  inflammation  of  the 
Contiguous  parts :  for,  being  the  relics  of 
difeal^,  and  confeqnently  but  morbid  parts 
depending  on  its  imperfecft  decay,  3!nd 
having  no  fhare  of  vital  principle,  they 
readily  fhrivel  on  exciting  this  action  or 
increafed  exertion  of  the  animal  powers  ; 
which,  by  a  univerfal  law  of  the  fyftem, 
in  every  part  poffefTes  a  tendency  to  throw- 
off  whatever  is  extraneous  or  the  effecl  of 

Q  difeafe. 
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difeafe.  The  fiibftances  employed  to  ex^ 
cite  this  inflammation  are  numerous :  as 
the  powder  of  favine,  the  xrugo  seris, 
metallic  falts,  arfenic,  folutions  of  corro- 
five,  &c.  in  various  forms  of  compofi- 
tion. 

CCXXXIV. 

Caustics,  and  other  efcharotics,  when 
employed,  poffefs  the  property  of  anfwer- 
ing  both  indications,  as  they  at  once  both 
deaden  the  difeafe  and  flimulate  the  con- 
tiguous furface.  It  has  been  obfervedj 
however,  that  where  the  warts  are  large, 
the  ftronger  cauftics  are  improperly  em* 
ployed ;  for  though  they  occafion  their 
temporary  deftrucflion,  from  the  exceflive 
irritation  attending  their  allien,  they  pro- 
duce a  quick  renewal  of  them  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  increafed  afflux  to  the  part 
continuing  after  their  removal. 

ccxxxv. 

From  want  of'  a  proper  acquaintance 
with  the  nature  of  thefe  excrefcences,  and 
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due  refle61:lon  upon  the  manner  iri  which 
the  virus  in  thefe  cafes  exifts,  as  being 
merely  in  the  part,  many  have  fallen  vic- 
'  tims  to  the  ignorance  or  obftinacy  of  their 
phyfician.  Tedious  cdurfes  of  falivation 
have  been  fruitlefsly  endured,  and  fo  often 
repeated,  that;  under  the  influence  of  the 
fpecific,  life  has  been  terminated  by  a  total 
decay  of  the  conftitutiori  and  the  occur- 
rence of  he6lic  fymptoms.  If  we  conflder 
the  fmall  efFedl  of  mercury,  even  in  the 
cafe  of  gonorrhoea,  we  (hall  not  be  furpri- 
fed  at  its  want  of  efficacy  here  j  and  at  the 
fame  time  convinced  of  the  impropriety, 
without  other  marks  indicating  it,of  havi  ng 
recourfe  to  its  ufe.  When  fueh  excrefcen- 
ces,  after  being  dertroyed^  loon  rife  again,  ic 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  fome  fmall  fliare 
of  a  latent  venereal  irritation  is  retained 
in  the  part;  but  from  the  former  affec- 
tion of  the  part,  and  the  habitual  ftimu- 
lus  applied  to  it,  it  becomes  unfufceptible 
of  any  greater  efFecfl.  Hence  there  is  no' 
danger  in  its  continuance,  and  general  re- 
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medies  are  never  to  be  had  recourfe  to. 
It  is  only,  however,  of  late  that  fome  phy- 
ficians  have  been  convinced  of  the  ineffi- 
cacy  of  their  pra(5\ice,  though  the  far 
greater  number  ftill  unfortunately  perfe- 
vere  in  their  mode  of  treatment.  Even 
in  the  lateft  publications,  we  find  the  moft 
fatal  inftances  of  this  prejudice;  and  it  is 
too  often  the  misfortune  of  fcience,  that 
early  impreffions  gain  at  times  fuch  deep 
root  as  not  to  be  eafily  eradicated. 

CCXXXVI. 
b.  Gleety  Sores. 

Simple  gleety  fores  are  the  next  efFecfl  of 
chancre  in.  the  part  it  occupies.  They 
arife  from  that  laxity  of  folid,  induced  by 
the  difeafe,  which  renders  the  part  inca- 
pable of  refifting  as  ufual  the  impulfe  of 
its  fluids,,  or  from  having  in  this  ftate  the 
cicatrix  abraded;  which  is  eafily  done 
when  they  break  out  and  appear  again  in 
the  form  of  proper  chancre.  It  is  gene- 
rally a  thin  covered  furface  that  forms 
their  feat,  as  the  glans  penis  and  infide  of 
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the  labia  pudendi;  and  they  appear  for  the 
moft  part  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  weeks 
from  the  healing  of  the  former  affedion, 
though  noc  always  in  the  place  with  it. 
They  differ,  however,  materially  from 
chancre, 

1.  In  their  having  little  hardnefs  of 
edge ;  though  this  is  not  always  the  cafe, 
as  a  hardnefs  of  edge  is  fometimes  to  be 
remarked. 

2.  In  their  fhowing  more  tendency  to 
fpread  than  to  go  deep.  And, 

3.  In  their  inflammation  being  inconfi- 
derable. 

They  occur  moft  frequently  in  fcro- 
phulous  conftitutions ;  in  which  a  mor- 
bid delicacy  of  furface,  eafily  fuffering 
abrafion,  is  confpicuous,  or  in  very  relaxed 
flabby  habits. 

CCXXXVII. 

For  the  cure  of  fuch  fores,  no  certain 
indication  can  be  formed.  They  in  ge- 
neral get  well  with  time,  after  a  variety  of 
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remedies  has  been  ineffedually  tried,  tho' 
they  are  liable  to  appear  repeatedly.  From 
the  habits  in  which  they  occur,  tonics, 
aftringents,  and  fea-bathing,  feem  to  pro- 
inife  mofl  fuccefs  as  a  means  of  cure. 

ccxxxviii. 

The  theory  to  be  formed  of  fuch  affec- 
tions is,  that  the  venereal  virus  naturally 
decays  or  wears  itfelf  out  in  the  part  it 
flrfl:  affei^ls  by  a  gradual  fuppuration  of 
the  folids  previoufly  difeafed;  and  though 
it  difplays  itfelf  afterwards  in  the  condi- 
tution  at  large,  yet  this  primary  part  re- 
mains nnfuiceptible  of  Hts  farther  opera- 
tion. Thus,  in  confirmation  of  it,  we 
find,  that  thofe  .men  having  gonorrhcea 
are  lefs  liable  to  a  fecond  infe6\ion  than 
thofe  who  have  never  had  the  difeafe:  and 
hence  it  is  confidered  by  Mr  Hunter  as 
the  beft  preventative  to  the  urethra ;  for 
^he  urethra,  by  the  repetition  of  it,  will 
in  a  fliort  time  become  unfufceptible  of  its 
irritation.  Though  perhaps  few  would 
^oofe  flich  an  application,  yet  the  fad  is' 
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afcertained,  that  every  fu'cceeding  gonor- 
rhoea becomes  milder,  and  that  even  con- 
flitutional  fympcoms  are  milder  than  thofe 
arifing  from  the  topical  action  of  the  virus. 
Hence  the  place  of  former  chancre  is  not 
fo  readily  attacked^fterwards  by  the  virus 
in  coition ;  and  as  gonorrhoea  leaves  the 
difpofition  to  gleet,  fo  chancre  leaves  the 
tendency  to  abrafion  of  the  {km  in  the 
part  forming  into  a  particular  fpecies  of 
fore,  the  nature  of  which  is  unknown,  and 
which  cannot  b€  termed  common  fore. 

CCXXXIX. 

It  is  often  of  the  nicefl:  irnportance  to 
determine  whether  thefe  fimple  fores  are 
merely  the  prefent  complaint,  or  the  efFedl 
of  a  new  infedlion ;  and  praditioners  of 
the  firft  eminence  have  been  at  a  lofs  to 
decide.  They  havp  too  generally  deter- 
mined on  their  being  of  a  venereal  nature; 
and  by  prefcribing  a  courfe  of  falivation, 
and  the  topical  ufe  of  mercury,  they  have 
been  for  the  moft  part  attended  with  the 
worft  confequences,  as  mercury  is  always 
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hurtful  to  fcrophulous  conflltutions ;  and 
a  mortification  of  the  part,  or  cancer,  in 
fuch  cafes,  is  often  produced,  independent 
of  its  efFecls  on  the  body  at  large.  A  re- 
markable cafe  of  this  kind  is  related  by  Dr 
Swediauer.  Wherever,  therefore,  fuch 
fores  turn  worfe  under  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
they  are  to  be  judged  of  this  nature  ;  and 
inftead  of  fuppofing,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe,  that  another  preparation  of  the  fpe- 
cific  will  fucceed,  the  plan  of  pradice 
Ihould  be  totally  reverfed. 

CCXL. 

II.  Irritation  of  contiguous  parts. 

Thefe  are  the  confequences  of  chancre 
on  the  part  it  afFecfls ;  and  we  next  exa- 
mine thofe  it  produces  on  the  contiguous! 
parts. 

CCXLI. 

From  its  fituation,  the  lax  texture  of 
the  prepuce,  and  its  fufceptibility  of  irri- 
tation, they  are  generally  difplayed  here  ; 
and  confifl:  in  an  increafed  contra(5lion  of 
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Ls  fibres  and  thickening  of  its  fubftance, 
.0  as  to  produce  a  coaraation  of  the  parts 
below  confining  the  feat  of  the  difeafe. 

rom  the  form  and  fize  of  the  prepuce, 
vhich  diflfers  confiderably  in  different 
fubjeds,  this  coardation  is  differently  fi- 
tuated  in  •  particular  cafes  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumfiance  occafions  the  forming  two  fpe- 
cies  of  the  difeafe,  known  by  the  feparate 
appellations  of  Phymofis  and  Paraphy- 
p.iofis. 

CCXLII. 

The  phymofis  is  the  eontradlion  of  the 
prepuce  over  the  whole  glans  at  its  extre- 
mity, fo  as  in  fome  degree  to  bind  it,  and 
generally  with  a  confiderable  fwelling  at- 
tended with  inflammation,  often  of  the 
eryfipelatous  kind;  for  being  a  dependent 
part,  when  fluids  are  determined  in  un- 
ufual  quantity  into  it,  they  have  no  op- 
portunity of  paffnig  into,  other  veffels, 
leffening  hereby  the  inflammation,  and 
fo  become  in  fome  manner  extravafated. 
Such  an  affedion,  however,  is  not  always 
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produced  by  this  fpecific  caufe.  It  is  liable 
to  occur  even  in  children  from  fimple 
fridion  of  this  part,  or  in  any  cafe  where 
confiderable  irritation  is  applied.  The 
aperture  of  the  glans  being  fo  much  di- 
minifhed,  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  can- 
not be  expofed  ;  and  matter  is  liable  to 
accumulate  behind,  and  to  erode  the  parts 
■where  it  accumulates.  Thus  ulcerations 
are  produced,  opening  through  the  prepuce 
itfelf ;  and  the  glans  is  liable,  as  well  as 
the  prepuce,  to  fufFer  in  bad  conftitutions, 
mortification  coming  on,  fo  that  it  often 
proves  a  very  troublefome  cafe;  and  there 
is  always  danger,  even  in  its  mofl  favour- 
able circumftances,  if  continuing  any  time, 
of  a  concretion  between  the  prepuce,  where 
the  chancres  exift,  and  glans  taking  place, 

CCXLllI. 

For  the  cure  of  this  complaint,  the 
common  means  of  obviating  inflammation 
are  to  be  had  recourfe  to;  particularly 
emollient  applications,  in  the  form  of 
poultice,  to  the  part.     An  addition  of 

opiuir^ 
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opium  in  folution  generally  renders  them 
more  fuccefsful ;    and  where  opium  is 
'largely  employed,  and  early  had  recourfe 
to,  there  is  feldom  any  danger  of  morti- 
fication coming  on  ;  and  in  this  we  are 
confirmed  by  its  efFed  in  that  fpecies  of 
gangrene  defcribed  by  Mr  Pott  as  affec- 
ting the  toes,  and  where  a  fimilar  inflam- 
mation precedes,  in  both  cafes  arifing  from 
excefs  of  irritation.    Befides  this,  venefec- 
tion,  or  rather  fcarification  of  the  part, 
18  recommended  :   but  it  is  feldom  at- 
tended with  much  advantage,  as  the  irri- 
tation from  the  fores  gives  a  new  ftimulus 
to  the  part ;  and  where  there  is  any  diC- 
charge  between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  they 
are  liable  to  degenerate  into  chancres.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  it  is  proper  in  all  thefe 
cafes  to  have  the  furface  between  the  pre- 
puce and  glans  kept  clean,  by  the  injedion 
pf  any  fluid,  or  by  the  iniinuatlon  of  a 
probe  covered  with  cadis,  where  it  can  be 
done,  to  wipe  the  fores.    But  where  this 
cannot  be  done,  and  the  inflammation  is 
^onfider^ble,  with  an  appearance  of  matter 

confined, 
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confined,  and  a  threatening  of  mortifica- 
tion, in  order  that  a  difcharge  may  be 
given,  and  a  view  of  the  parts  permitted, 
it  becomes  often  necefTary  to  flit  the  pre- 
puce its  whole  length;  and  that  alfo,  feme- 
times,  where  any  degree  of  adhefion  has 
taken  place,  in  two  oppofite  diredions. 
It  fliould  conftantly  be  carried  to  the  very 
root  of  the  prepuce,  but  fhould  never  be 
attempted  when  the  colour  of  the  inflamed 
parts  appears  previoufly  livid.  Such  an 
operation,  however,  will  often  not  be  con- 
fented  to  even  where  indicated  ;  and 
wherever  it  can  be  avoided,  we  fliovild 
never  have  recourfe  to  any  operation,  as 
its  appearance  is  always  difagreeable.  But 
where  matter  is  confined,  a  fmall  opening 
may  be  made  into  the  cavity  of  the  pre- 
puce with  a  lancet  laterally,  to  admit  its 
difcharge ;  and  in  this  way  dreffings  will 
come  to  be  eafily  applied.  The  common 
method,  however,  of  performing  the  ope^ 
ration,  is  by  introducing  under  the  pre- 
puce a  fcalpel  or  biftoury,  and  making  an 
incifion  with  it  through  its  whole  extent ; 

but 
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ml  from  the  laxity  of  the  prepuce,  as  ic 
'annot  be  eafily  kept  in  a  tenfe  ftace  to  ad- 
mit its  being  readily  performed,  Mr  Bell 
has  lately  invented  an  inftrumenc  to  pre- 
.  ent  the  flvin  yielding,  confifting  of  a  knife 
oncealed  in  the  groove  of  a  direcftor, 
vhich,  keeping  it  tenfe  on  its  intj  odu6lion, 
Hows  it  to  be  readily  divided.    By  this 
.operation,  dreffings  can  be  applied,  and 
ay  acrid  matter  waflied  ofF  which  is  cor- 
roding by  its  confinement  the  furrounding 
parts.   Where  mortification  happens,  part 
of  the  prepuce,  at  times  the  whole  of  it, 
has  been  known  to  caft  off,  when  the  pro- 
cefs  of  healing  commences.    There  is  al- 
ways, however,  danger  in  this  cafe  of  pox 
taking  place,  by  the  application  of  the 
virus  from  the  chancres  to  this  new  fur- 
face;  and  wherever,  therefore,  a  tendency 
to  gangrene  occurs,  bark  (liould  be  largely 
exhibited,  and  mercury  foon  after,  when 
the  flough  begins  to  feparate,  had  recourfe^ 
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But  this  fpecies  of  the  difeaf^'  occurs 
chiefly  in  thofe  in  whom  the  prepuce  ii 
long  ;  and  it  is  rendered  fo  by  being  fre-- 
quently  drawn  over  the  glans.  Where^ 
however,  it  is  naturally  fliort,  fo  as  not  to 
cover  the  gkns ;  or  where,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  difeafe,  when  it  is  fomewhat 
fwelled,  it  is  drawn  forcibly  over  the 
glans;  the  coarcSlation  of  its  fibres  produ- 
ces ftricflure  behind  it,  forming  two  fwell- 
ings  divided  by  a  ring,  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  ftri(^\ure  of  the  urethra  in  the  cafe  of 
gleet.  This  fpecies^  termed  Paraphymofis^ 
is  more  troblefome  than  the  former ;  and 
efpecially  when  it  is  changed  from  phy- 
mofis,  as  there  is  then  great  danger  of 
mortification  from  the  ftricter  coardation; 
cnfuing  here. 

CCXLV. 

The  fame  remedies  are  to  be  employed 
in  this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  as  in  the  for- 
mer, or  phymofis;  though  the  operation  is 
I  here 


or  CHANCRE. 


here  more  neceffary,  and  at  the  fame  time 
-  more  difficult,  to  perform.  Before,  how- 
ever, having  recourfe  to  it,  cold  applica- 
tions have  been  particularly  recommended 
to  diminifli  the  fize  of  the  glans ;  when 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  with  one  hand 
to  pufli  it  back,  and  with  the  fingers  of 
the  other  gently  to  draw  forwards  over  id 
the  retraced  prepuce.  In  this  way  we 
may  fometimes  fucceed;  but  the  operation, 
in  fpite  of  it,  will  be  frequently  found 
unavoidable ;  and  the  chief  circumftance 
in  the  performance  of  it,  is  to  feparate  the 
two  fwellings,  by  making  a  deep  fcarifica- 
tion  with  the  fhoulder  of  a  lancet  on  each 
fide  of  the  penis,  for  fuch  a  length  and 
depth  as  to  divide  the  prepuce  and  take  off  , 
the  flridure ;  and  in  doing  it,  attention 
is  to  be  paid  that  it  be  at  a  di  fiance  from 
the  fituation  of  the  chancres,  as  there  will 
be  then  lefs  danger  of  abforption. 

Frequently,  however,  the  paraphymo- 
fis  is  to  be  confidered  entirely  as  owing 
to  a  morbid  enlargement  of  the  glana 

itfelf 
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icfelf  widioLic  any  fwelhng  of  the  pre'-s- 
puce. 

GCXLVI. 

From  the  former  of  thefe  afFedlons  ha- 
bitual ftricture  frequently  comes  to  take 
place ;  and  the  elongation  of  the  prepuce 
in  particular  often  continues  with  a  degree 
of  hardnefs  approaching  to  fcirrhofity  in 
its  edge,  the  thinner  parts  only  of  the  ex- 
travafated  fluids  during  the  (late  of  in- 
flammation being  abforbed.    In  this  cafe^ 
every  means  fhould  be  tried  of  removing 
the  hardnefs,  and  producing  the  retra(flion 
of  the  part,  by  fomentations,  the  ufe  of 
cicuta,  fumigations  with  cinnabar,  &c. 
Should  thefc,  however,  prove  inefFedlual, 
as  thev  often  do,  and  much  inconvenience 
is  felt  from  the  difeafe,  circumcifion  is 
then  to  be  undertaken;  which  confifls  in 
removing  with  a  fealpel  all  the  proje61:ing 
part  beyond  the  glans,  beginning  at  the 
upper  furface,  and  holding  the  penis  ho- 
rizontally, while  in  coming  round  great 
care  is  to  be  taken  to  avoid  wounding  the 
X  ^lans. 
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glans.  It  is  to  be  afterwards  healed  as  ^ 
frefh  wound,  though  it  generally  proceeds 
flowly;  and  attention  is  to  be  paid  during 
the  procefs  of  healing,  to  prevent  ftridlure 
from  the  cicatrix,  by  bringing  the  penio 
flowly  and  fre(^uently  over  the  glaas. 


M.  op 
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CGXLVir. 

WE  have  thus  confidered  the  different 
efFedls  which  arife  from  the  pri- 
mary adlion  of  the  venereal  virus,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  different  furfacea 
CO  which  it  is  applied;  and  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  examine  next  how  far  thefe  effeds 
of  it  may  be  altogether  obviated  by  a  pre- 
vious exhibition  of  remedies,  or  how  far 
"we  are  in  poiTeflion  of  means  that  can 
counteradt  entirely  the  danger  of  infedion; 
for  there  is  almofl  no  votary  of  venereal- 

pleafure 


OF  PREVENTATIVES.  2J9 


pleafurc  who  does  not  maka  ufe  of  fome 
application  of  this  kind,  though  ignorant 
of  the  principles  on  which  its  fuccefs  de^ 
pends. 

CCXLVIII. 

From  the  very  firfl  appearance  of  th^ 
venereal  difeafe  we  find  fuch  remedies 
much  recommended  ;  and  Fallopius,  an 
author  of  excellent  obfervation,  and  in 
other  refpeds  of  great  authority,  goes  fo 
far  on  this  fubjedl  as  to  aflert,  that  he 
fliould  reckon  he  had  done  nothing,  had 
he  not  been  ecjually  fuccefsful  in  prevent- 
ing the  reception  of  the  virus  altogether 
as  in  xtiring  the  difeafe.  This  idea  was 
likewife  fupported  by  the  fuccefs  of  mer- 
cury in  its  treatment,  and  the  opinion  en- 
tertained of  its  infallibility  and  fpecific 
power.  Hence  the  fame  reafoning  was 
applied  to  favour  the  difcovery  of  preven- 
tatives, and  the  fame  fuccefs  expeded  from 
their  application.  The  daily  occurrence, 
however,  of  the  difeafe,  in  fpite  of  the  ac- 
f.empts  of  fo  many  ages,  by  the  difcovery 
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of  a  thoufand  noftrums  to  prevent  its  at° 
tacks,  is  the  beft  proof  of  our  ignorance 
of  the  fpecific  nature  of  the  poifon ;  and 
from  the  little  fuccefs  which  has  hitherto 
attended  the  application  of  chemiftry  to 
dete(5t  it,  as  well  as  other  poifons,  there 
is  no  profpedl  of  our  ever  in  future  af- 
certaining  its  fpecific  compofition.  Be- 
fides,,  the  virtues  of  all  preventatives  are 
rendered'  uncertain  from  this  conlidera- 
tion,  that  one  does  not  in  every  connedlion. 
with  a  difeafed  female  receive  the  conta- 
gion. It  is  frequently  efcaped;  and  if 
any  remedy  has  been  previoufly  employed, 
it  acquires  then  a  degree  of  credit  to  which 
it  is  no  way  iiititled.  Pradlitioners,  there- 
fore, of  the  prefent  day,  are  now  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  futility  of  all  attempts  of 
this  kind.;  as  they  are  rather  held  out 
by  the  interefted  with  a,  fpecious  defign, 
than  from  a  real  convi(5lion  their  inven- 
tors pofTefs  of  their  efficacy.  The  idea  of 
being  in  pofTeffion  of  fuch  a  remedy  is  in- 
deed agreeable  to  the  votary  of  pleafure, 
as  leading  him  toTufli  on  to  a  free  indul- 
gence 
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gence  of  his  defires,  which  rhe  terror  of 
ihfedlion  would  otherwife  reftrain.  Hence, 
in  every  metropolis,  pradlitioners,  com- 
plaifant  to  the  prejudices  of  manVind, 
have  readily  adminiftered  to  the  fafety  o£, 
their  enjoyments  by  the  invention  of  dif- 
ferent fpecifics;  in  the  ufe  of  which,  as 
numerous  and  complicated  directions  were 
given,  in  the  execution  of  which,  from  the 
period  at  which  they  were  to  be  pra6lifed, 
generally  before  the  bed-fide,  no  Rvi6t  at- 
tention being  obferved,  their  failure,  of 
courfe,  was  attributed  more  to  the  negli- 
gence of  the  patient  than  the  want  of 
power  m  the  remedy  itfelf;   and  thus, 
like  every  other  fafliion,  they  have  gene- 
rally lived  a  time,  till  repeated  difappoint- 
ments  have  at  laft  defervedly  configned 
them  to  oblivion.     For  long,  however, 
this  opinion  of  the  difcovery  of  fpecifics 
v/as  not  confined  to  the  interefted  folely. 
Even  praditioners  of  the  firft  reputation 
confidered  it  as  pofiible ;  and  were  ready 
to  blame  more  their  own  ignorance,  than 
to  admit  that  the  very  principles  of  the 
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art  rendered  it  impoffible  ever  to  detedl 
that  occult  quality  on  which  the  a6lion  of 
a  virus  depends.  Nor  v^as  this  idea  of 
ipecifics  peculiar  only  to  the  prefent  dif- 
eafe.  It  was  ftrongly  favoured,  firft  by 
the  chemical  theory,  where  the  operation 
of  diflPerent  fabftances  in  rendering  each 
other  inert  is  very  confpicuous  •  and  af- 
terwards by  the  humoral  pathology,  w^here^ 
from  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  being  in  the 
fluids,  the  application  of  remedies  to  alter 
thefe  became  very  eafily  effedled.  Hence 
fpecifics  were  common  to  every  malady, 
though  the  improvement  of  medicine  has 
now  fliown  the  folly  of  all  fuch  attempts  ; 
and  one  of  the  firft  phyficians  of  the  pre- 
fent day  informs  us,  that  of  fpecifics  he  is 
not  acquainted  v^hh  one. 

CCXLIX. 

All  the  remedies  that  have  received  the 
appellation  of  Preventatives  have  been  pre- 
fented  to  us  either  in  the  form  of  lotion  or 
ointment. 

IiOtions  are  the  mofl:  ancient  form ;  and 

thofe 
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thofe  of  FaTloprus,  and  after  him  May  erne, 
were  compofed  of  a  long  lift  of  aftringents, 
which  would  certainly  in  fome  degree 
leflen  the  fenfibility  of  furface  to  the  irri- 
tation of  the  virus.  But,  in  order  to  be 
effectual,  they  require  to  be  often  repeated, 
as  without  occafioning  a  degree  of  callofity 
they  cannot  fucceed^  any  temporary  ap- 
plication of  them,  unlefs  the  compofition 
poffefs  very  ftrong  corrugating  powers, 
not  being  fufScient  to  prevent  the  infinua- 
tion  of  the  virus  which  takes  place  in  coi- 
tion. In  modern  times,  thefe  lotions  have 
given  place  to  a  flight  folution  of  corrofive 
fublimate.  In  its  ufe,  however,  there  is 
great  danger  of  its  being  too  ftrong,  and 
of  inducing  inflammation;  which,  inftead 
of  preventing,  will  even  favour  the  adion 
of  the  virus.  It  is  particularly  recom*- 
n^ded  in  a  late  quack  publication  ia 
France ;  and,  proceeding  on  the  principle 
of  its  decompoflng  the  poifon,  the  authoi' 
direds  it  to  be  prepared  in  a  particular 
way,  which  has  no  farther  merit  than  oc- 
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cafioning  more  of  the  mercury  to  be  dif« 
folved  in  the  fluid. 

A  ftill  more  favourite  remedy  at  prefent 
is  the  diluted  cauftic  alkaU;  particularly 
employed  with  the  prefent  intention  in 
France,  under  the  name  of  the  Anti- 
venereal  Lotion. 

The  lime-water  has  alfo  with  many  been 
a  favourite  application  ;  and  of  late  a  fo- 
lution  of  Goulard's  extracfl  has  been  re- 
commended by  Mr  Hunter. 

CCL. 

But  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  lotions,  the 
Views  are  very  different,  according  to,  the 
nature  of  the  furface  to  which  they  are 
applied.  On  the  external  parts,  their  ac- 
tion confifts  indeed  in  lefTening  fenfibility, 
as  already  mentioned ;  but  where,  again, 
they  are  introduced  into  the  urethra,  or 
applied  to  a  mucous  furface  in  the  way  of 
injedtion,  as  the  virus  is  always  involved 
in  that  matter,  their  eifeil  is  intended,  by 
ftimulating  the  parts  here  to  adion,  to 
folicit  an  increafed  difcharge  of  mucus, 

as 
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as  removing  the  virus,  before  penetra- 
ting further,  and  thus  preventing  the  dif- 
eafe. 

CCLL 

TkE  rules  for  their  degree  of  ftrength, 
where  they  are  employed  for  this  iaft  pur- 
pofe,  are,  that  they  Ihould  convey  to  the 
tongue,  on  being  tafted,  a  fenfible  fmarting, 
tho'  the  pain  from  it  fliould  not  continue 
too  long;  and  if  fymptoms  of  inflammation 
are  induced  by  them,  which  (liould  never 
happen  if  properly  ufed,  they  may  be  alle- 
viated by  the  application  of  a  common 
poultice* 

CCLlt. 

In  fupport  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  in- 
jedlions,  Dr  Balfour,  in  his  Thefls,  gives  a 
cafe  of  their  not  being  imployed  till  a 
fenfe  of  titillation  and  other  fymptoms  of 
incipient  gonorrhoea  had  commenced^  and 
yet  the  difeafe  was  removed  by  their  ap- 
plication. Nay,  Dr  Harrifon  goes  even 
fo  far  as  to  mention,  that  he  had  known 
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a  gendeman  for  years  expofed  to  infec5lionj 
who  had  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  injeaions 
immediately  after  coition  prevented  any 
attack  ;  while  others  expofed  to  the  fame> 
without  this  necefTary  precaution,  recei* 
ved  ir;  and  that  the  gentleman  at  laft, 
negledling  his  remedy,  experienced  the 
effects  of  the  contagion  equally  with  o- 
thers. 

CGLIII. 

Besides  the  remedies  mentioned,  with 
many,  lemon  juice,  citron  juice,  diluted 
fpirits,  folution  of  common  foap^  &c.  have 
been  favourite  applications  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  adl  on  a  fimilar  principle. 

CCLIV. 

It  has  been  an  opinion  advanced  by 
many,  that  thf  mere  walhing  the  parts 
themfelves  will  be  fufficient,  without  any 
thing  elfe;  and  that  cleanlinefs,  therefore, 
tends  much  to  prevent  the  attack  of  the 
difeafe.  From  confidering,  however,  the 
manner  in  which  the  infedlion  is  received, 

this 
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this  will  appear  by  no  means  j  11  ft  :  for 
though,  when  the  difeafe  is  once  formed, 
and  matter  fecreted  in  the  parts,  the  remo- 
val of  this  tends  to  lefTen  irritation;  yet  the 
mere  wafhing,  where  the  virus  has  once 
infinnated  itfelf  into  them,  will  net  be 
fufficient  to  remove  it,  and  the  fluid  is 
required  to  pofTefs  a  degree  of  ftimulus 
to  promote  a  difcharge  of  mucus  from  the 
fecreting  furface;  while,  if  the  virus  is 
once  introduced  into  the  porous  furface, 
or  common  tegviments,  no  remedies  after 
this  will  prevent  the  produdlion  of  chan- 
cre ;  though,  by  inducing  callofity,  its 
previous  infinuation  might  have  been, 
guarded  againft.  Dr  Aflruc  feems  of  this 
opinion;  and  Mr  Hunter  goes  ftill  farther, 
confidering  cleanlinefs  as  even  of  no  ufe 
after  the  difeafe  is  formed. 

CCLV. 

We  have  thus  examined  the  firft  form 
in  which  preventatives  are  commonly  ap- 
plied, or  the  compofltion  of  lotions;  and 
we  next  confider  that  of  ointments. 

Every 
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Every  oily  matter  we  know  lefTens  the 
fenfibility  of  the  furface  it  covers  for  the- 
time,  and  prevents  the  adion  of  any  irri- 
tation upon  it.    The  venereal  virus  pof- 
fefles  alfo  a  tendency  to  involve  itfelf  in 
fuch  a  matter  5  and  to  render  it  effedual 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  two  circumflances  are 
necefTary :  Either  that  the  fridion  in  coi-' 
tionbe  not  fufficient  to  remove  it;  or  that 
the  oily  matter  receive  fuch  a  hardened 
Hate  as  not  to  be  abraded  from  the  furface 
by  the  fridion.  For  this  reafon,  the  form 
of  pomades  is  now  generally  preferred;  and 
they  are  only  to  be  employed  before,  they 
cannot  be  of  any  ufe  after,  coition.  For- 
merly, from  many  experiments,  fimple  oil 
was  fuppofed  a  very  powerful  preventa- 
tive -of  the  prefent  difeafe ;  and  fuch  a 
prejudice  took  place  in  its  favour,  that  it 
was  regarded  a%  an  infallible  application, 
being  particularly  recommended  by  a  very 
ingenious  furgeon  in  London.  In  procefs 
of  time,  however,  it  began  to  lofe  its  re- 
putation ;  and,  under  the  circumflances 
which  attend  coition,  was  found  but  a 
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weak  defence  to  the  furfaces  it  covered. 
I  Inftead  of  it,  mucilages,  as  being  more  ad- 
I  hefive,  came  to  be  applied,  and  they  feem 
I  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  better;  though  they 
are  at  times  liable  to  the  fame  inconve- 
niences with  the  former,  and  no  way  de- 
ferve  that  appellation  of  infalHbility  which 
the  original  pradtitioners  have  in  this  cafe 
applied  to  th^m. 

CCLVI. 

After  thefe  feveral  remedies,  then, 
were  found  inefFedlual,  recourfe  was  aC 
laft  had  to  mercury  with  a  fpecific  view ; 
and  a  fuccefsful  preventative  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  procured,  by  anointing  the 
'glans  and  contiguous  parts  with  mercurial 
Hniment,  or  calomel  dilTolved  in  mucilage. 
This  pradlice  we  find  fupported  by  an  ex- 
periment of  Dr  Harrifon,  tending  to  con- 
firm the  fpecific  powers  of  mercury ;  for 
on  mixing  a  quantity  of  it,  extinguiflied 
by  mucilage,  with  a  portion,  of  venereal 
virus,  and  applying  it  to  a  furface,  even 
\yhere  denuded  of  cuticle,  it  difcovered- 

no 
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no  effect :  and  hence  he  infers  its  fpecific 
powers.  Bat  its  want  of  efFecfl  here  may 
be  perhaps  rather  afcribed  to  its  combina- 
tion with  the  mucilage  itfelf,  efpecially  as 
we  find  the  action  of  the  virus  at  times 
prevented  by  fimple  oil  ormucilage  with- 
out any  addition  of  mercury  ;  and  the  in- 
fluence of  thefe  applications,  as  preventa-' 
tives,  is  even  confirmed  by  obfervation  of 
the  milder  a^lion  of  the  virus  in  the  va- 
gina of  females,  where  a  greater  quantity 
of  mucus  is  naturally  excreted  than  in  the 
urethra.  But  even  admitting  that  its  com- 
bination with  the  mercury  in  this  way 
rendered  it  inert,  yet  the  adlion  of  the 
virus  will  ftill  be  very  different  when  ap- 
plied in  its  natural  ftate  to  the  furface  of 
the  body  before  being  changed  by  the 
powers  of  chemiftry. 

ccLvir. 

Of  late,  among  the  French,  thefe  differ- 
ent modes  of  prevention  defcribed  have' 
been  united;  and  it  has  been  advifed,  pre- 
vious to  coition,  that  the  glans  andneigh- 
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bouring  parts  fliould  be  anointed  with 
mercurial  liniment ;  that  afterwards  they 
lliould  be  waflied  with  diluted  cauftic  al- 
kali, and  part  of  this  folution  injeded  alfo 
into  the  urethra ;  and  by  its  producing, 
from  this  laft,  a  difcharge  of  mucus,  its 
fuccefs  is  generally  infured.  Yet  nothing 
can  give  us  a  better  proof  of  the  futility 
of  all  preventatives  than  the  modern  in- 
vention of  machinery,  which  the  martyrs 
of  Venus  have  been  obliged  to  have  re- 
Courfe  to. 

CCLVIII. 

From  this  view,  then,  the  general  adlion 
of  all  preventatives  may  be  reduced  to  four 
heads. 

I.  In  rendering  the  parts  infenfible  to 
the  operation  of  the  virus;  and  much 
nicety  is  required  that  the  applications 
with  this  view  poflefs  a  fufEcient  degree 
of  ftrength:  for,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
muft  avoid  inducing  inflammation ;  while, 
on  the  other,  if  their  flimulus  is  too  flight, 
they  will  be  attended  with  no  efFed.  The 

inducing 
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inducing  callofity  in  the  parts  mufl  be  a 
work  of  time.  It  is  not  to  be  fpeedily 
done  ;  and  every  votary  of  pleafure,  who 
wifl:ies  to  enjoy  his  defires  unreftrained, 
mud  early  and  frequently  have  recourfe 
to  thefe  means  till  a  proper  (late  is  once 
induced.  It  is  from  this  ftate  that  thofe 
who  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  vene- 
real exceffes  are  lefs  liable  to  infedlion; 
and  in  proof  that  their  a6lion  is  by  indu- 
cing this  ftate,  we  find,  that  thofe  in  whom 
the  prepuce  naturally  covers  the  glans, 
from  the  latter  retaining  its  fenfibility,  are 
more  liable  to  infedlion  than  others  in 
whom  it  remains  conftantly  denuded. 

2.  In  wafliing  off  the  virus  when  ap- 
plied ;  and  they  are  generally  the  fame 
remedies  with  the  former,  applied  to  a 
different  furface,  or  the  urethra.  The 
time  mentioned  when  thefe  injedlions  may 
be  ufed  after  infedlion  varies.  In  fome 
they  have  not  been  applied,  as  formerly 
remarked^  till  fymptoms  of  gonorrhoea 
commenced,  and  yet  have  been  fuccefs- 
ftjl,    The  general  diredion,  however,  has 
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been,  that  they  Ihoiild  be  ufed  immediate- 
ly after  coition ;  or  at  leaft,  as  a  pradi* 
tioner  celebrated  in  this  way  recommends, 
within  eight  hours. 

3.  In  preventing  the  virus  coming  in 
contact  with  the  parts.  The  remedies  of 
this  kind  are  much  lefs  to  be  trufted  thali 
the  former ;  but  wherever  their  cohefiori 
is  very  confiderable,  and  the  mod  vifcid 
are  co  be  chofen  for  this  ^urpole,  they 
will  often  fucceed. 

4.  In  dertroying  the  fpecific  power  of 
the  virus  though  applied ;  but  how  far 
any  remedies  effedl  this,  is  Hill  to  be 
doubted. 

F 

CCLIX. 

Besides  the  local  remedies  hitherto  enu- 
inerated,  fome  pra(5litioners  have  gone  fo 
far,  in  impoliug  on  the  ignorance  of  man- 
kind, as  CO  exhibit  internal  medicines  with 
the  fame  view,  dirrnified  with  fome  fpe- 
cious  title  expreffive  of  their  pretended 
property.  It  is  needlefs  to  enter  much  into 
this  fubjed.    We  deny  that,  even  when 

S  the 
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the  virus  is  in  the  fyftem,  we  poflefs  any 
remedies  to  prevent  its  .  depolition  ;  and 
that  it  is  only  when  it  affumes  its  proper 
form,  as  difplayed  by  its  adlion  on  parts, 
our  remedies  have  efFed.  If  this,  there- 
fore, is  juft,  and  which  experience  daily 
evinces,  how  much  lefs  muft  we  be  in 
pofTefTion  of  general  remedies  to  prevent 
altogether  infecffeion  I 
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CCLX. 

THE  confeqiience  of  the  adlion  of  the 
venereal  virus  on  a  porous  furface, 
or  one  rendered  fimilar  by  ulceration, 
conlifts,  as  already  feen,  in  the  aflimilation 
of  its  fluids;  and  this  ftate  of  the  pare  ne- 
ceflary  to  affimilation  naturally  produces 
in  the  contiguous  lymphatics  an  increafed 
power  of  abforption  from  the  aflimilated 
mafs.  When  abforbed,  its  effedl  is  to 
irritate  the  inner  furfaces  of  the  vefTels 
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taking  it  up ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
irritation,  it  produces  fuppuration  peculiar 
to  itfelf.  This  fuppuration,  however,  very 
rarely  happens  in  the  courfe  of  the  lym- 
phatics ;  as  the  increafed  adlion  produced 
in  them  occafions  its  being  carried  for- 
ward, till,  from  fome  change  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  vefTels,  its  retention  for  a  time 
is  favoured;  and  from  the  fitnation  where 
this  abforption  takes  place  being  generally 
fome  part  of  the  genital  fyjflem,  the  ingui- 
nal glands  are  the  fii  ft  feat  of  its  depofi- 
tion;  the  alfedion  of  which  is  known  by 
the  general  appellation  of  Bubo. 

CCLXI. 

Bubo,  then,  is  a  glandular  affection  of 
apart:  and  it  is  thofe  glands,  as  obferved, 
neareft  the  origin  of  the  difeafe  that  are 
generally  affeded  in  this  way  ;  the  difeafe 
then  ftopping  for  fome  time,  and  proceed- 
ing no  further. 
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CCLXII. 

But  as  this  fituatlon  of  the  inguinal 
glands  is  frequently  the  feat  of  other  af- 
fedions  of  a  different  nature,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  importance  to  diftinguifh  them  ; 
and  thefe  are,  either  Hernia,  or  Lumbar 
Abfcefs.  The  diftinc'lion,  however,  if  atten- 
tive to  circumftances,  is  eafily  made:  for 
in  hernia  the  tumor  is  of  a  round  figure, 
while  that  of  the  bubo  is  more  oblong ; 
and  the  former  is  likewife  fudden  in  its 
occurrence,  pofleffing  at  all  times  an  ela- 
fticity  of  feel,  attended  with  coflivenefs, 
and  other  fymptoms  marking  diforder  of 
the  primae  vige.  The  lumbar  abfcefs, 
again,  is  flow  in  its  formation,  is  generally 
preceded  by  fome  acute  difeafe,  and  mark-^ 
ed  by  a  long  continuance  of  hedlic  fymp- 
toms before  much  fwelling  appear. 

CCLXIII. 

The  flrft  fymptoms  that  intimate  the 
formation  of  bubo,  are  a  fenfeof  ftraitnefs 
In  the  part,  and  general  ftiffaefs  of  the 

S  3  member 


OF  BUBO 


member.    Thefe  fymptoms  increafe,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  degree  of  pain,  when  a  dillin(!!l 
enlargement  of  the  part  can  be  felt ;  and 
foon  after,  it  is  even  perceivable  to  appear- 
ance. It  begins  firft  in  one  gland;  and  by 
the  adlion.  excited  in  this  it  is  communi- 
cated to  the  others  contiguous,  but  for  the 
moll  part  not  to  the  whole  clufter;  which 
fhows  that  they  are  not  all  connecfled  by 
the  fame  branches  of  lymphatics ^  and  it 
IS  from  this  circumftance  that  we  find  the 
feat  of  bubo  in  the  groin  even  vary  at 
times.    It  is  commonly,  however,  on  that 
Tide  where  the  original  lefion  of  furface 
takes  place,  though  this  is  by  no  means 
unlverfal ;  and  where  it  does  not  happen, 
it  is  owing  generally  to  a  peculiar  anaRo- 
molis  or  decuflation  of  lymphatics,  which 
varies   very  much  in  different  fubjecfls. 
When  'it  occurs  originally  on  the  fraenum, 
its  fifture  feat  is  more  doubtful.  Though 
fomewhere  among  the  inguinal  glands  has 
commonly  been  remarked  as  the  feat  of 
attack;  yet  in  certain  rare  cafes,  as  Mr 
Hunter  remarks,  the^  have  appeared  near 
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the  pubes,  about  Poupart's  ligament,  and 
€ven  on  the  top  of  the  thigh,  &c. :  but  in 
general  we  are  always  to  look  for  them  in 
the  external  glands,  fomewhere  between 
the  point  of  infedion  and  the  courfe  of 
veffels  to  the  heart. 

CCLXIV. 

By  fome  late  writers,  a  very  proper  di- 
vifion  of  buboes  has  been  made  into  the 
Sympathic  and  Idiopathic.  Under  the  firft* 
are  arranged  all  thofe  fimple  glandular  en- 
largements which  are  merely  the  effedl  of  ir- 
ritation on  the  extremities  of  their  connedl- 
ing  veffels;  under  the  fecond,  are  included 
all  thofe  where  a  real  depofition  of  matter 
in  the  gland  is  the  caufe  of  its  tumefac- 
tion. That  this  divifion  is  well  founded, 
every  one  converfant  in  praxflice  will  al- 
low; but  the  proper  diagnoftics  that  mark 
thefe  different  fpecies  have  never  been 
pointed  out.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that 
thofe  of  the  firft  kind  generally  fubfide  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days  j  and  that  they 
require  no  particular  treatment  for  their 
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difcufTion  but  the  removal  of  the  primary 
diieafe  on  which  they  depend.  As,  how- 
ever, wherever,  along  with  primary  ve- 
nereal fymptoms,  any  glandular  fwelling 
appears,  recourfe  is  immediately  had  to 
that  method  of  cure  which  counteradls  the 
adlion  of  the  virus  in  the  patt,  and  time  is 
not  allowed  for  afcertaining  its  true  na- 
ture by  its  fpontaneous  departure,  fuch  a 
dlvifion,  however  judicious,  can  be  of  no 
utility  ;  and,  unlefs  we  poJTefs  fome  lead- 
ing marks  to  determine  our  opinion  at 
fir  ft,  our  pathology  here  mufl  be  very  iip- 
perfecl. 

CCLXV. 

All  fymparhlc  tumors,  it  was  for- 
merly remarked,  have  this  peculiarity  of 
being  foft,  and  in  a  great  meafure  for 
fome  time,  till  they  fufFer  much  difteniion 
without  pain;  while,  in  idiopathic  fwell- 
ings,  there  is  generally  pain  from  the  be- 
ginning. Nor  do  they  obferve,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  fimilar  progrefs  with  thofe 
that  arife  from  fpecific  depoHcion.  They 
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jTiofl;  commonly,  alfo,  attend  the  acute 
flage  of  gonorrhoea ;  and  fometimes,  where 
one  gland  is  idiopathically  affeded,  we 
find  two  or  three  contiguous  influenced  by 
fympathy. 

CCLXVI. 

The  time  from  infedion  at  which  a 
bubo  appears  is  very  various,  and  liable 
to  be  afFe(fled  by  the  fame  circumftances 
which  retard  or  quicken  the  adlion  of  the 
virus  in  its  primary  ^operation.  From 
chancre  it  commonly  difplays  itfelf  in  fix 
days ;  and  this  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
jnofl:  frequent  origin  of  the  prefent  infec- 
tion. 

CCLXVIL 

It  has  been  a  queflion  with  fome  au- 
thors. Whether  glands  are  more  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  prefent  irritation  than  vefTels? 
and.  Whether  the  virus  is  weakened  by 
the  change  it  receives  in  paffing  through 
them?  It  may  perhaps  be  folved  by  ob- 
ferviag,  that  there  is  little  or  no  change 
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produced  in  the  vefTel  in  cafe  of  lympha- 
tic chancre;  and  yet  the  fame  virus  con- 
veyed to  the  inguinal  glands  excites  there 
a  very  confiderable  alteration.  Hence  its 
operation  is  more  powerful  in  glands  ;  and 
if  we  confider  the  rapid  progrefs  of  fymp- 
toms  from  the  primary  adion  of  the  virus, 
we  fliall  be  very  ready  to  allow  that  there 
is  fome  change  induced  on  it  which  pre- 
vents the  fame  rapid  elFed :  for,  in  proof 
of  it,  the  difeafe  always  appears  much  ear- 
lier in  it8  conflitutional  form,  where  no 
previous  glandular  affedion  weakens  its 
original  force. 

CCLXVIII. 

In  bubo,  the  inveteracy  of  infe(flion  is 
perhaps  much  greater  than  in  any  other 
form  in  which  the  venereal  difeafe  ap- 
pears  ;  and  it  is  generally  much  more  ob-  . 
ftinate  to  eradicate  without  a  change  being 
induced  in  the  organization  of  the  part. 
This  is  owing  to  the  particular  ftrudlure 
of  glands,  which  both  favours  the  reten- 
tion of  the  virus  when  introduced,  and 

promotes 


OF  BUBO. 


promotes  at  the  fame  time  its  adion. 
They  confill  in  a  ramification  and  reunion 
of  lymphatics  :  and  it  has  been  obferved, 
that  in  all  glands  a  fort  of  extravafation 
takes  place;  which,  when  irritation  exifts 
within  the  gland,  will  be  more  confider- 
able,  and  favour  that  change  which  the 
acflion  of  the  virus  occafions^  and  which 
is  neceffary  to  the  formation  of  that  mat- 
ter in  which  it  appears  always  involved. 
What  is  peculiar,  however,  to  the  acflion 
of  the  virus  in  glands  is,  that  it  is  entirely 
confined  to  the  external :  that  it  attacks 
always  thofe  neareft  the  origin  of  the  dif- 
eafe:  that  it  affeds  only  part  of  one  clufler, 
and  there  flops  for  fome  time:  that  it  does 
not  attack  the  contiguous  clufters  fuccef- 
fively,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  which  is  the 
cafe  in  fcrophula ;  but  that  from  that 
gland  primarily  affeded  it  is  direded, 
without  any  other  local  fymptoms  in  its 
progrefs  into  the  conftitution. 
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CCLXIX. 

The  progrefs  of  buboes  Is  equally  vari- 
ous as  the  time  from  the  reception  of  the 
virus  at  which  they  appear ;  and  this  va- 
riety, depending  on  the  degree  of  ad^ion 
induced  in  the  part,  either  from  the  power 
of  the  virus  itlelf  or  the  fuTceptibihty  of 
the  part  to  be  influenced  by  it,  has  occa- 
fioned  their  being  arranged  by  authors 
under  the  different  divifions  of  Inflam- 
matory, Eryfipelatous,  Oedematous,  &c. 
But  no  utility  arifes  from  this  difl:in(^lion; 
and  the  mode  of  treatment  to  be  purfued, 
while  the  acflion  of  the  venereal  virus  con- 
tinues, is  very  little  different.    How  long 
the  a6lion  of  the  venereal  virus  continues 
in  the  gland,  is  in  certain  cafes  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  determine,  and  would 
form  a  more  proper  divifion ;  for  fome 
fpecies  of  buboes,  though  a  lefion  of  fur- 
face  and  other  marks  of  the  primary  adion 
of  the  virus  have  preceded  them,  and 
they  appear  alfo  at  firft,  from  the  fuccef^ 
of  remedies,  to  be  of  a  fpecific  nature ; 
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yet  foon  lofe  that  (lace,  increafe  flowly, 
and  are  little  affeded,  or  even  hurt,  by  the 
application  of  mercury.  This  is  confi- 
dered  as  owing  to  a  fcrophalous  taint, 
though  this  difpofition  more  commonly 
difplays  itfelf  when  the  bubo  is  in  the  ul- 
cerated (late. 

The  true  venereal  idiopathic  bubo  is 
always  rapid  in  its  progrefs  ;  and  difco- 
vers  from  the  firft  confiderable  inflamma- 
tion and  tendency  to  terminate  by  abfcefs, 
with  a  fenfe  of  throbbing  pain  in  the  feat 
:pf  it.  From  its  increafe,  the  contiguous 
parts  become  gradually  more  afFeded.  The 
,member  is  confiderably  pained;  and  from 
its  mufcles  acquiring  a  fpafmodic  ftate, 
the  walking  is  in  fome  degree  impeded. 
Fever  generally  fupervenes;  andfymptoms 
of  univerfal  laflitude,  third,  headach,  Sec. 
prevail. 

CCLXX. 

It  is  this  tendency  of  the  true  venereal 
bubo  to  terminate  by  abfcefs  that  has  gi- 
ven origm  to  its  being  confidered  as  of  a 
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critical  natnre,  iimilar  to  the  difchargc  of 
gonorrhoea ;  and  has  occafiioned  Co  many- 
arguments  to  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
modes  of  pradice  founded  on  this  idea. 
Many  of  the  firft  writers  in  medicine  have 
afTented  to  this  opinion  j  and  while  the 
dodtrines  ofrepulQon  and  concodion,  the 
relics  of  chemical  theory,  are  every  where 
clfe  exploded,  they  have  been  flili  retained 
as  juftly  applicable  here.  But  from  what 
has  been  already  delivered  on  the  nature 
of  gonorrhoea,  our  fentiments  here  will 
be  fufficiently  obvious.  As  the  difeafe  all 
along  has  been  confidered  as  depending 
on  the  formation  of  that  matter  in  which 
the  virus  exifls,  and  as  it  appears  only  iri 
its  a(5live  Rate  when  combined  with  that 
mattter ;  fo,  wherever  its  formation  can 
be  prevented,  or  its  quafitity  leflened,  the 
adlivity  of  the  difeafe  riiuft  pf  couffe  be 
deftroyed.  The  common  argument  in 
this  cafe  employed  has  been,  that  if  the 
adlion  of  the  virus  is  not  allowed  to  exert 
itfelf  in  this  way  on  the  part,  it  muft,  by 
abforption,  be  carried  into  the  {ydc'v^  at 
.2  large." 
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large.  But  does  this  fuppuration  ever 
prevent  its  entering  the  fyftem  ?  On  the 
contrary,  it  promotes  it  j  and  during  the 
procefs  of  fuppuration,  a  confiderable 
quantity  muft  be  introduced  independent 
of  what  continues  to  pafs  even  during  its 
ulcerated  (late;  for  more  furface  is  then 
expofed  to  abforption  than  in  the  orginal 
chancre  which  introduced  the  infection. 
-Hence  this  pra<5lice  may  be  confidered 
as  the  very  beft  method  of  inoculating 
the  conftitutional  difeafe.  Nay,  fo  far 
have  fome  authors  gone,  as  in  all  eafes  of 
local  venereal  complaints  co  forbid  the  ufe 
of  topical  methods  of  cure,  and  to  allow 
the  continuance  of  the  fecretions  which 
they  always  form  for  a  certain  time ;  as 
there  is  danger,  by  their  preventing  it,  of 
the  virus  being  repelled,  by  the  ad^ion  of 
thefe  remedies,  into  the  habit.  This  very- 
mode  of  pradlice,  however,  they  recom- 
mend, is  the  beft  method  of  producing 
what  they  wifh  to  avoid ;  and  by  confi- 
dering  the  phenomena  which  fucceed  ino- 
culation 
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culation  for  tlie  fmall-pox,  we  fhall  be  at 
once  convinced  of  it. 

CCLXXI. 

In  this  cafe,  an  eryfipelatous  inflamma-  | 
tion  is  induced  in  the  part,  which  proceeds  j 
in  confequence  of  the  adlion  of  the  mor- 
bid caufe,  till  the  formation  of  matter  by 
the  appearance  of  a  puftule  takes  place: 
and  till  this  matter  is  formed,  we  find, 
that  no  fymptoms  of  abforption  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe  appear;  for  not  till 
then  are  any  rigors  felt,  or  pain  of  the 
axilla,  which  marks  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe.  It  is  not,  then,  the  original  mat- 
ter which  forms  the  difeafe;  it  is  an  afll- 
milation  of  the  fluids  of  the  part  where  it 
adheres ;  and  if  this  aflimilacion  is  pre- 
vented, no  difeafe  can  occur,  as  the  me- 
dium of  its  ad\ion  is  wanting.^ 

CCLXXir. 

The  propriety  of  the  refolution  of  bubo 
in  its  incipient  llate  we  have  thus  endea- 
voured to  afcertajn;  but  another  queftion 
2  ftill 
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run  remains,  Whether,  when  matter  Is 
already  formed,  the  fame  mode  of  pradice 
fliould  be  continued  ?   Whoever  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  difeafe,  and  the  tedious 
procefs  which  often  occurs  after  fuppura- 
tion  before  a  cure  is  effeded,  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  decide  on  the  continuance  of  the 
fame  plan,  and  the  preventing  here  a  lelion" 
of  furface  to  take  place.    But  as  it  may  be 
adduced,  on  our  own  principles,  that  an 
abforption  here  mufl  undoubtedly  be  pro- 
duced; fo,  for  this  very  reafon,  as  the 
conftitutional  difeafe  cannot  be  prevented, 
the  difculTion  of  bubo,   being  of  two 
evils  to'occafion  but  one,  is  highly  pro- 
per ;  for  if  brought  to  fuppuration,  the 
fame  quantity  of  matter  before  the  pro- 
cefs of  healing  was  efFedled  would  be  in- 
troduced ;  and  it  is  not  the  quantity  of 
matter  on  v^hich  the  violence  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe  depends,  but  on  the 
fufceptibility  of  the  fyftem  to  receive  the 
aiflion  of  the  virus,  however  fmall. 
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These,  then,  are  our  reafons  in  every 
cafe  for  recommending  the  refolution  of 
bubo,  independent  of  the  coniideration 
of  the  deftrudion  the  inguinal  glands 
mud  fufFer  by  the  procefs  of  fuppuration; 
and  which  nature  has  certainly  placed 
there  for  important  purpofes,  which  are 
not  to  be  loft  fight  of. 

CCLXXIV. 

But  in  order  to  have  an  exafl  idea  of 
the  difeafe,  and  to  afcertain  its  progrefs, 
on  which  the  fuccefs  of  our  pradlice  will 
greatly  depend,  the  courfe  of  bubo,  in  its 
natural  advances  to  termination,  may  be 
divided  into  three  ftages. 

1 .  The  firft  is  the  fimple  ftate  of  irrita- 
tion before  any  external  fvvelling  appear, 
when  the  virus  excites  that  adion  favour- 
able to  the  different  changes  which  after- 
wards happen. 

2.  The  fecond  is  the  adual  ftate  of  in- 
flammation, fucceeding  the  latter,  and  in- 

creafing 


OP  BUBO. 


crekfmg  the  natural  extravafation  into 
glands  on  which  the  formation  of  matter 
depends.  And, 

3.  The  third  is  that  of  fuppuration ; 
when  a  deftrudion  of  organization  in  the 
part  is  produced,  and  the  tumor  formerly 
confined  to  the  gland  becomes  in  fome  de- 
gree difFufed. 

CCLXXV. 

In  entering  "^on  the  cure  of  bubo,  it  is 
necelTary  we  fliould  have  an  exa^l  know- 
ledge of  the  diftribucion  of  the  inguinal 
glands ;  and  it  is  only  fince  we  were  pro- 
perly acquainted  with  the  courfe  and  di- 
ftribution  of  the  lymphatic  fyftcm  that  our 
pradlice  in  the  refolution  of  buboes  has 
been  fo  very  fuccefsful. 

In  the  groin,  two  clufters  of  lymphatic 
glands  are  obfervable,  which  are  diftin6l 
of  each  other.  In  moft  people  they  have 
a  fmall  communication  by  a  few  interme- 
diate branches  ;  and  tliefe  glands  are  ter- 
med the  Upper  and  Under  inguinal  Clu- 
fters.    The  upper  receives  its  branches 
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from  the  root  of  the  penis ;  while,  of 
conrfe,  it  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  af- 
feded  by  the  common  metTiod  of  the  in- 
trodudion  of  the  venereal  virus  in  its  pri- 
mary aclion.  The  other  is  fupplied  from 
the  lower  extremities;  and  hence  it  is  only 
afFetfled  when  any  abforption  from  that 
fitnation  takes  place  :  and  in  proof  of  this, 
there  is  mentioned  by  Dr  Swediauer  a 
cafe  of  bubo  of  the  inferior  clufter  occur- 
ring from  a  venereal  ulceration  of  the 
toe. 

CCLXXVI. 

From  this  diftribution,  then,  it  appears, 
that  remedies  fliould  be  chiefly  introduced 
into  the  affeded  clufter  by  abforption  from 
the  penis ;  and  when  it  takes  place  from 
the  thigh,  or  other  parts  of  the  farface  of 
the  lower  extremities,  as  the  communica- 
tion is  fo  fmall,  being  formed  by  fo  few 
branches,  the  quantity  of  any  remedy  ab- 
forbed  from  this  fituation  is  not  to  be 
depended  on. 
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For  the  cure  of  bubo  by  refolution, 
when  in  its  two  firft  ftages,  the  indications 
formed  are, 

1.  To  quicken  the  adlion  of  the  conti- 
guous abforbents,  preventing  extravafa- 
tion  into  the  gland.  And, 

2.  To  render  the  gland  itfelf  unfufcep- 
tible  of  the  farther  adion  of  the  virus. 

CCLXXVIII. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  performed  by  an 
irritation  fent  diredlly  tihrough  them,  or 
of  a  diftant  part,  the  ftate  of  which  affedls 
particularly  the  whole  of  the  lymphatic 
fyftem. 

CCLXXIX. 

To  excite  irritation  in  the  firft  way, 
mercury  is  the  only  fubftance  we  know 
fufficiently  penetrating  ;  and  which,  after 
abforption,  retains  ftill  its  active  ftate,  fo 
as  to  prevent,  during  its  continuance  in 
the  part,  that  congeftion  in  the  gland  from 
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being  formed.  To  infure  it  fuccefs,  how. 
ever,  many  circumftances  require  here  at- 
tention :  for  it  fhould  be  introduced  in  fuch 
a  way  as  to  ad  nowhere  elfe  but  on  the 
difeafed  part ;  and  hence  the  mode  of  ap- 
plying it  is  entirely  to  be  confined  to  fric- 
tion. It  is  with  this  view  that  writers 
have  been  fo  very  ftrid  in  the  manage- 
mem  of  their  patients  during  the  refolu- 
tion  of  bubo,  by  enjoining  their  abfti- 
nence  from  every  thing  that  can  In  the 
leaft  tend  to  produce  general  irritation  in 
the  fyftem,  or  an  increafe  of  circulation. 
This  fridion  is  not  to  be  made  on  the 
gland  itfelf,  as  was  formerly  the  cafe  be- 
fore the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  fyfteni 
was  underflood  :  for  as  no  branches  enter 
from  its  furface  into  the  gland,  it  pafTes 
beyond  it  j  and  the  purpofe  of  its  intro- 
(iu6tion  is  thus  defeated.  From  the  courfe 
of  the  lymphatics  pointed  out,  the  proper 
fituations  for  performing  it  are  the  infide 
of  the  thigh  and  root  of  the  penis,  parti- 
cularly the  latter. 

gCLXXX. 
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Another  circumftance  to  be  attended 
to  for  the  fuccefs  of  mercury  in  this  cafe 
is,  that  it  be  introduced  in  a  quantity,  fo 
as  to  produce  an  irritation  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  morbid  caufe.  The  action  of  mer-» 
cury  has  been  confidered  in  many  lights, 
particularly  as  exciting  a  fuperior  and  op- 
pofite  irritation  to  that  of  the  venereal 
virus.  In  this  view,  the  propriety  of  the 
prefent  circumftance  every  one  will  allow; 
and  in  order  to  its  being  accompli{lied,or  a 
proper  quantity  introduced,  as  determining 
its  adlion,  three  things  are  required. 

1.  That  it  be  abforbed  by  a  large  fur- 
face. 

2.  That  it  pofTefs  a  moft  minute  divi- 
fion  of  its  parts.  And, 

3.  That,  though  minutely  divided,  it 
retain  ftill  an  infoluble  ftate. 

CCLXXXI. 

The  firft  of  thefe  has  been  fo  much  re- 
garded by  fome  furgeons,  that  from  it 

T  4  their 


2g6 


OF  BUBO. 


their  prognofis  of  the  fuccefs  of  refolution 
has  been  formed,  as  depending  on  the 
extent  of  furface  beyond  the  bubo  for  a 
full  introduction  of  mercury  :  and  this  is 
the  more  to  be  attended  to,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  fmall  number  of  lymphatics 
which  enter  the  gland,  and  of  courfe  the 
very  fmall  proportion  which  muft  be  .ab- 
forbed  into  the  afFeded  part.  It  is  for  this 
reafon  that  a  very  minute  divifion  of  the 
mercury  fliould  take  place,  that  the  greater 
quantity  may  pafs  by  thofe  few  vefTels 
wrhich  enter  the  feat  of  the  difeafe;  and  as, 
from  the  obfervations  and  experiments  of 
Dr  Saunders,  it  appears  that  mercury 
never  afls  in  its  finiple  ftate,  requiring  a 
certain  change  in  order  to  poflefs  adivity 
on  the  body;  and  as,  in  the  common  pre- 
paration of  the  ointment  employed  in  this 
cafe  there  is  no  more  of  it  iti  this  aciive 
Itate  than  what  receives  a  degree  of  altera- 
tion by  triture  in  forming  it  fomething 
iimilar  to  calcination;  fo  it  fliould  be  much 
more  liberally  ufed  than  hitherto :  for  its 
efFeds  depend  .on  the  quantity  thrown  in 

in 
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in  a  £hort  time,  or  a  more  aftive  prepa- 
racion  of  it  ought  to  be  employed.  Many 
authors,  indeed,  of  the  firfl  reputation 
have  exprefled  their  furprife  at  our  poffef- 
fihg  but  one  preparation  for  external  in- 
trodudlion  ;  and  theory  confirms  the  pro- 
priety of  our  extending  the  efficacy  of  our 
remedies  in  this  way.  The  acrimony  of 
moft  of  the  chemical  preparations  has  been 
the  obftacle  to  their  ufej  though  the  mer- 
curius  cinereus,  and  fome  others,  are  not 
liable  to  this  objecStion.  Whatever  prepa- 
ration we  employ  fliould  poflefs  a  degree 
of  ii^folubility,  fo  as  to  retain  for  long  aij 
adlive  ftate,  and  be  confined  to  the  part ; 
on  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  refolution  of 
bubo  will  greatly  depend.  When  applied, 
let  it  be  continued  with  fteadinefs  and 
vigour ;  and  let  its  quantity  be  only  de- 
termined by  its  effed  on  the  flate  of  the 
gland ;  rubbing  it  twice  a-day  till  the 
fymptoms  begin  to  remit;  and,  where  the 
furface  of  abforption  is  fmall,  keeping  it 
conftantly  covered. 
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We  have  thus  confidered  the  method  of 
cure  by  an  irritation  fent  through  the  vef- 
fels  themfelves  exciting  their  aclion;  and 
fliall  next  examine  that  which  arifes  from 
the  irritation  of  a  diftant  part  influencing 
.  the  whole  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem. 

This  confifts  in  full  vomiting,  whether 
natural  or  excited  by  art.  It  has  fome- 
times  in  thefe  cafes  been  known  to  pro- 
duce the  mod  powerful  effeds ;  and  a  re- 
markable inftance  of  this  is  mentioned  by 
Mr  Hunter,  where  a  fluduation  in  a  bubo 
was  felt,  and  the  furgeon  had  determined 
next  day  to  make  a  pundure ;  when  in 
the  interim,  the  patient  having  gone  to 
fea,  was  feized  with  a  vomiting,  which 
occaiioned  the  total  difappearance  of  the 
bubo  and  departure  of  the  difeafe.  Hence, 
in  all  obftinate  cafes  of  this  kind,  pra(5li- 
tioners  have  of  late  ftrongly  recommend- 
ed a  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  emetics 
where  we  wifli  to  promote  refolution. 
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In  this  manner  is  the  firft  indication 
laid  down  to  be  performed ;  and  by  the 
fame  means  is  the  fecond  like  wife  accom- 
plifhed,  or  the  gland  rendered  unfufcep- 
tible  of  the  farther  adion  of  the  virus :  for 
in  all  glandular  difeafes,  we  obferve,  where 
any  violent  adlion  has  taken  place  in  the 
part,  that  on  its  departure  it  is  no  longer 
fo  eafily  afFed\ed  by  the  fame  caufes  which 
formerly  induced  the  ftate  of  difeafe. 
And  as  a  proof  that  fome  new  difpofition 
even  occurs,  it  is  remarked,  that  after  in- 
flammation of  the  kidneys,  fuch  an  alte- 
ration in  the  fecretion  of  the  glands  takes 
place,  that  an  obvious  tendency  to  the  ge- 
neration of  calculi  is  difcovered  ;  though 
no  marks  of  this  were  ever,  previous  to 
their  difeafe,  obfervable.  Hence  the  fame 
gland  once  affeded  is  never  fo  liable  after- 
wards to  be  the  feat  of  bubo. 

CGLXXXIV. 
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This,  then,  forms  the  treatment  of 
bubo  in  its  incipient  ftate  during  its  two 
firft  ftages;  and  the  fame  pradice  we 
would  flill  recommend  to  be  continued 
even  where  fuppuration  appears  to  pro- 
ceed. We  judge  of  the  tendency  to  fup- 
puration by  the  fize  of  the  tumor  conti- 
nuing to  increafe,  and  by  its  being  red 
and  painful  after  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  a 
few  days  ;  and  as  foon  as  a  fludluation  of 
matter  is  difcovered,  its  evacuation  is  the 
next  circumftance  requiring  attention. 
Many  furgeons  contend,  that,  even  vvhere 
matter  is  formed,  if  mercury  is  properly  ^ 
and  fteadily  employed,  fuppuration  will 
almoft  never  take  place.  But  the  reverfe 
of  this  we  find  by  experience  happen;  and 
wherever  a  proper  fuppuration  is  induced, 
it  is  never  to  be  confidered  any  way  dif- 
ferent from  common  abfcefs. 
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The  methods  of  treating  bubo,  when 
arrived  at  a  ftate  of  fuppuration,  may  be 
reduced  to  three.  Either, 

1.  Allowing  a  fpontaneous  rupture  of 
the  teguments. 

2.  Their  divifion  by  a  lancer.  Or, 

3.  The  application  of  cauftic. 

GCLXXXVI. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  is  now  moft  commonly 
preferred,  as  the  fuppuration  is  then  com- 
pletely ripened  before  the  evacuation  takes 

I 

place ;  and  the  lofs  of  fubftance  is  more 
quickly  repaired,  the  cicatrix  being  at  the 
fame  time  much  lefs.  In  the  true  vene- 
real bubo,  the  cauftic  fhould  be  always 
avoided  ;  and  even  Mr  Plenck's  improved 
method  of  ufing  it  will  be  found  attended 
with  difadvantages.  He  recommends  a 
fmall  bit  of  the  fize  of  a  pea  to  be  applied 
on  the  middle  of  a  bubo  ;  and  contmued 
for  an  hour,  or  even  lefs.  The  efchar  is 
then  to  be  dreiled  with  a  compofition  of 
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bafilicon  and  mercurial  ointment;  after 
which  it  heals  up,  he  obferves,  in  a  very 
fhort  time. 

CCLXXXVII. 

During  the  different  ftates  of  bubo, 
nothing  farther  fliould  be  applied  to  the 
gland  itfelf  than  fimply  keeping  it  warm, 
by  covering  it  with  a  piece  of  flannel  or 
fur ;  and  emollient  applications  of  every 
kind  (hould  be  avoided.  Coftivenefs  is  to 
be  obviated  as  increaiing  irritation,  and 
pain  and  irritability  foothed  by  an  occa- 
fional  opiate.  When  it  burfts,  the  inter- 
nal exhibition  of  mercury  in  fmall  dofes 
will  be  proper ;  and  the  mercurial  fridion 
fhould  be  then  laid  afide,  while  this  plan 
is  to  be  continued  as  long  as  the  part  re- 
tains any  thing  of  a  venereal  appearance, 
which  is  only  to  be  afcertained  by  expe- 
rience. Yet  in  moft  cafes  of  this  kind 
the  conftitution  comes  to  be  affeded, 
and  another  flate  of  the  fyflem  requiring 
our  attention  then  fupervenes. 
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But  in  the  management  of  buboes 
much  judgment  is  neceflary :  and  though 
we  have  hitherto  confidered  them  either  as 
refolving  ealily,  or  advancing  to  proper 
fuppuration,  when  the  lofs  of  fubftance  is 
foon  repaired  ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  conceal- 
ed, that  they  do  not  always  obferve  fuch 
"a  favourable  termination ;  and  this  either 
from  die  bubo  not  being  originally  of  a 
venereal  nature,  or  from  the  fpecific  irri- 
tation foon  ceafing  to  a6l ;  in  which  cafe, 
a  fcrophulous  ftate  of  the  gland  is  mod 
commonly  fufpedled.  This  is  confirmed 
by  the  ufe  of  mercury  being  attended  here 
with  the  worft  efFedls ;  and  wherever  a 
bubo  proceeds  flowly,  it  is  to  be  confider- 
ed as  partaking  in  fome  degree  of  this 
ftate.  A  variety  of  remedies  have  been 
recommended  to  promote  fuppuration  in 
thefe  ficuations  ;  as  poultices  of  mezereon, 
mandragora,  cicuta,  &c.  but  when  indu- 
ced, the  matter  evacuated  is  generally  of 
a  vitiated  nature,  or  a  thin  difcoloured 

ichor ; 
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ichor;  and  a  ftate  of  ulceration  then  com-, 
mences,  continued  by  the  acrimony  of 
the  difcharge,  when  the  fore  is  diflinguifh- 
ed  by  a  hard  callous  edge. 

CCLXXXIX, 

It  is  in  this  exulcerated  ftate  of  the 
part,  which  is  generally  attended  with  a 
degree  of  morbid  irritability,  that  the 
fuccefs  of  opium  has  of  late  been  experi- 
enced fo  remarkable;  and  as  former  prac- 
tice, in  all  thefe  cafes,  led  to  the  indifcri- 
minate  ufe  of  mercury,  no  wonder  they 
Ihould  have  been  found  fo  obftinate ;  the 
body  becoming  emaciated,  and  the  ftrength 
failing,  with  quicknefs  of  pulfe  and  hedic 
fymptoms;  for  they  feldom  yielded  to  the 
treatment  of  the  furgeon :  but  after  the 
patient  had  been  tired  out  with  the  fruit- 
lefs  profpe6l  of  a  cure,  and  fent  to  country 
quarters  as  the  laft  expedient,  a  fall  diet, 
the  bark,  and  other  means  of  removing 
irritability,  with  a  total  abftinence  from 
medicine,  generally  effeded  what  the  art 

of 
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Df  the  phyfician  had  only  placed  at  a  greater 
diftance. 

ccxc. 

It  is  this  improper  treatment  alfo  of 
bubo  in  its  ulcerated  (late,  or  the  mifta- 
king  a  different  dilpofition  of  the  part  for 
venereal,  that  has  occafioned  at  times  its 
termination  in  (chirrhus.  Where  this 
takes  place,  which  is  very  rare,  what  has 
been  already  delivered  on  fcirrhus  of  the 
tefticle  will  be  applicable  here. 

CCXCL 

We  have  hitherto  purfued  the  hiftory 
of  bubo  in  the  male.  It  is,  however, 
equallycommon  in  women;  though  its 
fituation  is  here  peculiar,  and  requires 
great  attention  j  the  feat  of  abforption  be- 
ing both  more  extenfive,  and  the  courfe  of 
the  lymphatics  fome  what  different. 

Where  the  original  infedlion  is  on  the 
labia  clitoris  or  nymphse,  the  bubo  gene- 
rally forms  fome  where  along  the  courfe  of 
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the  round  ligaments,  and  is  always  here 
fmall. 

When  the  infedlion  is  near  the  peri- 
Dxum,  then  the  glands  of  the  groin  come 
to  be  afFecfled  as  in  men,  or  it  forms 
fomewhere  between  the  labia  and  thigh. 
!t  obferves,  indeed,  greater  variety  than 
in  the  other  fex ;  and  is  only  tp  be  dci- 
tedled  by  examination  and  attention  to 
fymptoms.  In  regard  to  their  treatment, 
the  fame  method  is  to  be  employed  as  re^ 
commended  for  thofe  of  the  male. 

CCXCII. 

When  the  infedion  does  not  arife  from 
coition,  but  is  received  on  other  parts  from 
eircumRances  expofing  them  to  the  ad^ion 
of  the  virus,  buboes  may  form  in  various 
lituations.  They  will  always  be  confine^ 
to  thofe  glands  neareft  the  origin  of  infec^ 
tion,  and  with  which  the  vefTels  of  the 
part  are  conne6^ed ;  while  from  the  period 
they  require  before  the  formation  of  mat- 
ter, and  Gonfequent  abforption  is  induced, 
time  will  be  given  for  deftroying  the  ac- 
tivity 


tivity  of  the  difeafe.  To  do  this,  the 
courfe  of  the  lymphatics  fliould  be  well 
underftood ;  and  every  advantage  taken 
to  facilitate  the  introdu6lion  ,of  a  proper 
quantity  of  mercury  into  the  infedled 
glands,  as  the  only  certain  means  of  ef- 
fedling  refolution* 


V^  IV.  OF 


IV.    OF  THE  CONSTITU^ 
TIONAL  DISEASE. 


CCXCIII. 

IN  confequence  of  the  introdudion  of 
the  venereal  virus  into  a  porous  fur- 
face,  or  one  rendered  fimilar  by  the  pro- 
cefs  of  ulceration,  as  defcribed  under 
the  confequences  of  gonorrhoea,  it  comes 
foon,  by  the  adlion  of  the  lymphatics 
lituated  there,  to  be  conveyed  either, 
firft,  to  the  next  lymphatic  glands,  form- 
ing bubo,  an  afFe(flion  formerly  defcri- 
bed ;  or,  without  this,  it  is  immediately 

carried 
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carried  to  the  thoracic  dudl,  and  is  thus 
blended  with  the  common  mafs  of  fluids 
undergoing  the  general  circulation.  The 
effedl  of  this  union  is  the  produdion  of  a 
flight  irritation  of  the  fyftem,  attended 
more  or  lefs  with  rigors  on  its  fettling  on 
particular  parts :  but  thefe  are  fo  trifling 
as  to  be  generally  overlooked  by  authors, 
as  well  as  the  patients  themfelves,  or  a- 
fcribed  to  fome  temporary  caufe  ;  till  at 
lafl:,  after  a  certain  period,  it  difplays  it- 
felf  by  a  variety  of  fymptoms  marking  the 
prefence  of  the  conflitutional  taint. 

CGXCIV. 

The  period  at  which  thefe  fymptoms 
arife  is  confiderably  diverfified.  At  a  me- 
dium, however,  they  appear  in  fix  weeks 
after  its  introdudion  ;  but,  in  fome,  the 
time  is  much  fliorter,  for  it  has  been 
known  fo  early  as  12  or  14  days;  the  fame 
circumftances  which  influence  its  primary 
operation  aff^eding  it  alfo  here. 
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ccxcv. 

The  virus,  when  diffufed  in  this  man- 
ner,  we  are  of  opinion,  circulates  only  a 
certain  time  in  the  general  mafs.  From 
Its  nature,  and  the  fpecific  attradion  which 
all  difeafes,  from  a  fimilar  fource,  pofTefs, 
It  is  determined  foon  to  particular  parts] 
and  this  determination,  the  caufe  of  which 
we  cannot  altogether  explain,  difplays  it- 
felf  in  a  longer  or  {horter  time,  by  the 
change  induced  there,  according  to  the 
fufceptibility  of  thefe  parts  to  receive  its 
adion.     Hence  we  find,  in  the  prefenc 
difeafe,  and  thofe  of  a  fimilar  nature,  that 
the  blood  will  not  infed ;  as,  before  the 
appearance  of  the  fpecific  fymptoms  mark- 
ing it,  the  determination  to  parts,  its  pe- 
culiar charaaeriftic,  has  taken  place;  and 
it  is  only  the  fluids  of  thefe  parts  that  can 
communicate  the  difeafe.    Nay,  in  proof 
of  this  local  adion,  which  the  difeafe  even 
in  its  conftitutional  ftate  retains,  where  a 
fwelling  of  a  fingle  gland  is  difcovercd, 
^nc}  tl^e  latter  is  in  a  fituation  to  be  ex- 
tirpated, 
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tirpated,  as  in  the  axilla  (a  cafe  mentioned 
by  Mr  Hunter).,  by  perforating  it  the  cUf- 
eafe  has  been  removed.  Hence  we  find, 
that  neither  the  blood,  as  already  obferved, 
nor  any  of  the  common  fecretions,  are  af- 
feaed  by  it ;  which  is  proved  by  an  ar- 
gument Mr  Hunter  fuccefsfully  employs* 
that  were  they  under  the  fame  irritation 
as  thofe  parts  where  its  effeds  are  difplay- 
cd,  inftead  of  fecreting  their  ufual  fluids, 
it  (hould  be  the  fame  matter  as  that  which 
charaderifes  venereal  ulcerations. 

CCXCVI. 

The  fufceptibility  of  parts  to  receive 
the  adlion  of  the  venereal  virus  is  a  fub- 
jea  that  deferves  much  attention,  and  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  greatly  conneaed 
•with  the  very  nature  of  the  difeafe.  It 
has  been  generally  mentioned  by  authors 
under  the  vagiiC  term  of  State  of  Confti- 
tutioH:  but  the  idea  it  conveys  in  this 
way  is  by  no  riieans  juft  ;  for  the  confli- 
tution  we  find  only  affeaed  by  fympathy, 
and  it  is  its  influence  alone  on  particular 

y  4  parts 
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parts  which  forms  the  difeafe.  Hence,  if 
thefe  parts  are  infenfible  to  its  operation, 
no  effe(5ls  can  follow  its  introdudion  into 
the  fyflem.  It  is  in  this  way  we  find  the 
venereal  virus  fo  often  latent  in  the  fy- 
flem. Every  author  almofl  gives  inftan- 
ces  of  it ;  and  Dr  Swediauer  has  men- 
tioned it  very  particularly,  without,  how- 
ever, entering  into  thofe  circnmftanccs 
which  tend  to  elucidate  the  fubje(5l.  They 
may,  from  obfervation,  be  reduced  to  ei- 
ther, 

1 .  Excefs  of  fecretion  in  parts  fufcep- 
tible  of  its  adlion  j  or, 

2.  Their  infenlibility  to  irritation:  And 
the  latter  either  from,  a.  Want  of  fuffi^ 
cient  diftention ;  or,  b.  Real  callofity. 

CCX  VII. 

That  excefs  of  fecretion  diminiflies  the 
adlion  of  the  virus  is  confinned  by  thofe 
of  the  phlegmatic  temperament  being  lead 
fabjed  to  it;  and,  when  receiving  the  in- 
fedion,  by  its  being  alfo  much  longer  of 
difplaying  itfelf  in  fuch  conftitutions ; 

while 
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while  the  fangulne,  again,  are  remarked 
to  be  the  moft  liable  to  its  adion. 

CCXGVIII. 

In  proof  of  the  infenfibility  of  parts  in- 
fluencing it  in  this  way,  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  where  no  fymptoms  of  conftitu- 
tional  taint  appeared,  and  where  not  the 
fmalleft  indication  could  mark  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  virus,  on  receiving  an  injury 
on  a  part  it  has  foon  affumed  a  venereal 
appearance,  and  a  regular  courfe  of  me- 
dicines to  counteract  its  difpofition  became 
neceflary.     This  infenfibility  has  been 
mentioned  as  owing  to  a  want  of  diften- 
tion  of  parts  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  in 
fupport  of  this,  that  where  a  latent  taint 
in  the  female  habit  prevails,  it  will  fre- 
quently lie  dormant  till  either  pregnancy 
takes  place,  at  which  time  it  is  liable  from 
the  then  plethoric  ftate  to  fhow  itfelf ;  or> 
where  women  have  had  no  children,  till 
the  menfes  depart,  when  the  general  alte- 
ration in  the  fyftem  then  occurring  pro- 
duces its  adlion..    With  refped  to  real 

callofity, 
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callofity,  it  is  fufficiently  apparent;  and 
the  obfervations  already  made  on  that 
fubjed,  when  treating  of  gonorrhoea,  will 
be  equally  applicable  here. 

CCXCIX. 

It  is  the  irritable  habit,  then,  that  gives 
the  peculiar  tendency  to  moft  difeafes :  and 
this  habit  is  neither  confined  to  the  ath* 
letic  conftitution,  nor  yet  to  the  weak ;  and 
therefore  we  cannot  (i  priori  judge  of  it. 

ccc. 

It  has  been  an  obfervation  made  by 
many  of  the  firft  writers  on  the  pr€fent 
difeafe,  that  though  the  virus  temairi  in 
an  ina^ive  ftate,  thefe  patients  ft  ill  fre- 
quently communicate  infe(5lion  to  othet-s 
who  are  more  fufceptible  of  its  a^ioft. 
This  fa(5l,  however,  I  fhould  be  very  ready 
to  deny,  though  ftrongly  fupporced ;  for, 
till  the  virus  produce  its  effedls  by  the 
formation  of  matter,  I  c^niiot  fee  afty  me- 
dium in  which  it  can  be  inv6lved  to  €6ni- 
muiMcate  the  difeafe.    It  may  alfo  be  ob- 

ferved 
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served  here,  that  the  conftitution  is  very 
little  affected  by  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe ; 
ic  is  its  effeds.  Hence,  where  no  effeds 
take  place,  the  conftitution,  or  general 
health,  cannot  be  much  influenced ;  nor 
can  we  therefore  perceive  any  hurtful  con- 
fequences  from  the  virus  remaining  latent 
till  it  is  excited  into  ad  ion.  Hence  the 
impropriety  of  that  divifion  of  venereal 
complaints  known  in  authors  under  the 
name  of  Morbi  Venerei  Larvati,  or  Dif- 
guifed,  as  no  fuch  exifl;  and  the  proof  of 
their  cure  by  baercury  deferves  no  atten- 
tion, as  mercury  is  a  cure  for  many  dif^ 
eafes  independent  of  this  fpecific  caufe. 
This  idea  of  the  virus  remaining  latent, 
inculcated  by  phyficians,  has  been  attend- 
ed with  the  worft  confequences ;  and  ic  is 
not  eafy  for  thofe  who  have  once  had  ve- 
nereal complaints  to  believe  themfelves 
radically  cured.  Thus  it  frequently  oc- 
cafions  their  patients,  when  well,  to  com- 
mit themfelves  to  the  hands  of  ignorant 
empyrics;  who,  complaifant  to  their  pre- 
judices, continue  them  under  mercury  till 

their 
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their  conftitution  is  totally  impaired. 
wifli  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  humanity, 
to  combat  this  opinion;  to  eftabUfli  it 
as  a  fafl,  that  the  venereal  virus,  latent  in 
the  general  mafs  of  fluids,  can  never  be 
hurtful  to  the  conftitution  till  its  efFeds  on 
particular  parts  are  difplayed ;  and  that  it 
may  be  as  fafely  retained  as  the  blandeft 
fubftance  whatever.  The  only  efFedl,  in- 
deed, it  could  poffibly  produce  in  its  dif- 
fufed  ftate  is  fever ;  which  we  know  for 
certain,  even  in  its  moft  adive  form,  it  is 
incapable  of  exciting. 

CCCI. 

The  fymptoms  which  diftinguifh  the 
conftitutional  lues  we  mentioned  as  very 
much  diverfified ;  and  to  give,  therefore, 
a  complete  account  of  them  is  almoft  im- 
poflible.  This  diverfity  we  cannot  eafily 
explain;  but,  from  analogy  of  its  primary 
efFe(5ls,  we  endeavour  to  refer  it  to, 

1.  Specific  fympathy  between  certain 
parts. 

2.  Dura^ 
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2.  Daration  of  the  apparent  adlion  of 
the  virus. 

3*  Peculiarity  of  general  habit. 

CGCII. 

To  explain  the  firft  of  thefe,  we  remark, 
that  fince  the  virus  circulates  only  a  cer- 
tain time  in  the  general  mafs  as  an  ex- 
traneous matter  pofTcfling  irritation,  it  is 
determined,  like  every  other  caufe  occa- 
iioning  fpecific  difeafes,  by  the  a(5tion  of 
the  heart  to  the  fmaller  veflels  which  form 
the  lymphatic  fyftem,  and  are  the  means 
of  throwing  out  whatever  is  noxious  to 
the  furface.  From  the  nature,  however, 
of  this  virus,  it  does  not  pafs  out  without 
irritation  of  thofe  parts  to  which  it  is  de- 
termined :  and  the  efFedl  of  this  irritation 
is  a  deftrudtion  of  organization;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  a  new  matter  is  pro- 
duced fimilar  to  the  virus  itfelf,  which 
continues  its  irritating  power,  and  extends, 
the  flate  induced  by  the  original  taint,  till 
in  procefs  of  time  the  part  becomes  fo  ha- 
bituated to  its  ftimulus  as  to  refill  its  far- 
ther 
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ther  adion ;  or  the  powers  of  the  fyftem 
being  excited  by  art,  a  feparatioQ  of  the 
difeafed  fpot  by  a  procefs  connetfled  with 
inflammation,  but  which  we  cannot  en- 
tirely explain,  takes  place.  As  the  prin- 
cipal feat  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem  to  which 
this  determination  is  made  is  every  where 
on  the  furfaces  of  the  body,  from  the  dif- 
fisrence  of  thefe  furfaces  formerly  ex- 
plained, the  particular  pare  on  which  its 
a<flion  is  firft  exerted  may  be  «aiily  ac- 
counted for ;  and  its  effed:s,  therefore,  fi- 
milar  to  its  primary  operation,  confift 
here  either  in  an  afFedion  of  a  fecreting 
or  porous  furface;  and  thefe  form  two 
different  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  into  which 
it  is  commonly  divided. 

CCCIil.  ^ 

The  fecreting  furface  commonly  af- 
fedled  is  that  of  the  throat :  and  this  both 
from  the  connedlion  between  it  and  the 
genital  organs,  which  are  almoft  always 
the  original  feat  of  the  difeafe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  morbid  fympathy  is 
2    ,  in- 
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induced ;  and  alfo  from  the  greater  expo* 
fure  to  irritation  than  any  other  part,  ex- 
citing the  mor^  powerful  adion  of  any 
morbid  caufe.  The  particular  fpot  of  it; 
attacked  is  uncertain.  From  the  glandu^ 
lar  nature,  however,  of  the  tonfils  favour-* 
ing  more  efpecially  its  operation,  it  is 
moft  commonly  difplayed  here ;  and  from 
thence  gradually  extends  to  the  mouth, 
the  tongue,  &c.  Its  effe<5l  on  thefe  parts 
js  the  producflion  of  ulceration  j  and  this 
ulceration  is  commonly  without  rouebi 
tumefadion,  and  difplayed  aC  once,  with- 
out any  previous  fcale  or  puftule,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  chancre,  which  is  here  pre- 
vented from  forming  by  the  conftant  moi- 
fture  of  the  part.  The  appearance  it  af- 
fumes  is  always  very  foul,  with  a  whitilh 
colour;  and  its  edges  foon  acquire  a  thick- 
nefs  and  degree  of  callofity  that  eafily 
mark  it,  being  alfo  jagged  and  irregular. 
The  tongue  on  being  affe^led  becomes 
thickened,  and  the  fpeech  is  thereby  in- 
ji^ed ;  or  where  the  ulceration  is  fmall, 
aa4  difplajs  the  appearance  as  if  a  bic 

were 
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were  cut  out  of  it.  If  communicated  to 
the  gums,  they  acquire  the  fame  fpongy 
colour  and  inflamed  edge  that  diftin- 
guifhes  fcurvy,  with  tendency  to  hemor- 
rhagy  ;  fo  that,  without  other  fymptomsj 
it  is  fometimes  a  difficult  matter,  when 
in  this  ftate,  to  afcertain  the  true  nature 
of  the  difeafe. 

CCCIV. 

The  a^lion  of  the  virus  on  the  porous 
furface  is  difplayed  by  an  eruption  of  pu- 
ftules  on  the  fkin.  This  eruption,  though 
very  various  in  its  appearance,  is  always 
of  a  motled  kind,  fomething  fimilar  to 
what  is  obferved  at  times  in  the  fmall-pox. 
It  is  commonly  very  general  on  every 
part ;  and  the  mottlednefs  in  fome  gives 
place  to  diftindl  bloatches,  which  are  moft 
vifible  at  their  termination,  when  they 
acquire  the  form  of  a  fcurf.  At  fir  ft  they 
are  rather  tranfparent ;  but  as  the  cuticle 
falls  off,  they  then  aflume  this  fcurfy  fi- 
gure, which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  tend- 
ency of  the  difeafe  to  decay;  though,  from 

2  the 
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the  powers  of  the  contiguous  parts  not 
being  fufficiently  excited  to  remove  the 
whole  difeafed  portion,  the  morbid  adion 
continuing,  the  fame  appearances  are  re- 
newed; which  gradually  fpread  thicker, 
and  increafing  in  fize,  continue  to  feparate 
a  copper- coloured  fcurf,  till  from  the  lofs 
of  cuticle  to  fupply  this  fcurf,  matter 
forms,  and  the  true  ftate  of  ulcer  is  pro- 
duced.   Thefe  puftules,  however,  poffefs 
no  fwelling,  and  have  at  the  fame  time 
little  or  no  fenfation;  fimilar  to  what  oc- 
curs in  elephantiafis,  and  other  chronic  dif- 
eafes  of  the  ilcin,  which  has  given  occafion 
to  their  being  fuppofed  of  the  fame  nature. 
The  fingers  often,  in  this  flage,  fuffer  as 
well  as  the  flvin ;  and  it  attacks  that  part 
of  them  where  the  nails  are  placed;  the 
latter  feparating,  and  the  furfaces  below 
appearing  red  and  inflamed.    The  hair 
has  likewife  been  obferved  to  fall  off  from 
thofe  parts  covered  with  it,  which  during 
the  continuance  of  the  difeafe  has  never 
been  reftored. 


X 
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cccv. 

When  the  eruptions  acquire  the  ulce- 
rous ftace,  their  bafis  is  generally  covered 
with  a  thick  lardaceous  cruft.  Their 
borders  receive  a  hardnefs  of  edge  or 
callofity  of  margin,  and  a  preternatural 
rednefs  of  tiie  Mn  may  be  obferved  all 
round  the  ulceration ;  and  there  will  fel- 
dom  be  any  difficulty  of  diftinguifhing 
the  difeafe,  if  the  previous  hiftory  is  at- 
tended to,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcera- 
tion, with  its  original  appearance,  confi- 
dered. 

CCGVI. 

We  have  thus  confidered  the  lirft  cir- 
cumftance  to  which  the  diverfity  of  fymp- 
toms  attending  the  conftitutional  taint 
ftiay  be  referred.  The  next  mentioned 
was  that  arifing  from  the  duration  of  its 
Apparent  action,  or  the  length  of  period 
from  which  the  fymptoms  of  the  firfl:  flage 
begin.  To  point  out  the  propriety  of 
what  is  here  advanced,  we  mufl  be  under 

the 
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the  neceffity  of  repeating  a  former  obfer- 
vation,  that  the  difeafe,  in  its  two  firft 
ilages,  poflefTes  a  natural  tendency  to  de- 
cay :  but  that  this  is  prevented  by  the 
adion  of  the  parts  not  being  fufliciently 
excited  to  effe(5l  the  complete  feparation 
required ;  and  by  the  morbid  difpofition 
of  the  veffels  ftill  remaining,  the  forma- 
tion of  matter  continues  to  proceed. 

CCCVII. 

To  explain  this,  however,  more  fully, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  where  any  irri- 
tating caufe  afFe(5ls  a  part,  thofe  contigu- 
ous to  it,  by  a  certain  law  of  the  oecono- 
my,  endeavour  to  refift  its  ftate,  or  flop  its 
progrefs,  and  that  by  forming  adhefive 
inflammation.  By  this  the  efFedl  of  the 
morbid  caufe  is  confined  ;  and  the  inflam- 
mation it  produces,  termed  the  Suppura- 
tive, con{ifl:ing  in  the  decay  of  the  afl^ed- 
ed  folid,  or  its  converfion  to  a  matter,  for 
the  mofl:  part  fimilar  to  its  original  caufe, 
is  circumfcribed ;  while  the  adheflve  in- 
flammation increafing,  the  matter  is  urged 

X  2  to 
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to  the  farface,  or  difcharged  externally ; 
and  the  former  continuing  to  fpread,  new 
veffels  are  formed  on  the  furface  of  the 
.  part,  and  the  increafe  of  matter  is  gradu- 
ally leiTened,  till  thefe  veffels  or  granulations 
meeting,  the  adhefive  inflammation  occu- 
pies the  whole,  when  a  complete  renewal 
takes  place.  But,  in  venereal  cafes,  from  the 
fmall  power  of  irritation  which  the  morbid 
caufe  difplays,  the  adhefive  inflammation 
is  hardly  formed;  and  hence  the  fuppura- 
tive  not  being  circumfcribed,  matter  con- 
tinues to  be  confl:antly  forming. 

CGCVill. 

Where  art,  then,  does  not  flep  in  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  abforption 
neceflarily  takes  place,  occafloning  a  new 
depofition  on  an  internal  furface.  From 
the  fympathy  that  is  obferved  to  prevail 
between  furfaces,  and  from  the  adion  of 
the  heart  hindering  its  influence  on  the 
larger  veffels,  the  furface  to  which  it  is 
determined  is  the  periofteum :  for  in  no 
cafe  have  ever  internal  ulcers  from  lues, 

or 
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or  afFedions  of  the  larger  veflels,  on  dlf- 
feclion,  been  difcovered;  and  from  the 
periofteum  it  comes,  of  courfe,  foon  to  at- 
tack the  bones  themfelves, 

CCCIX. 

The  attachment  of  the  virus,  then,  to 
this  fiirface,'  or  the  periofteum,  forms  a 
new  period  of  the  difeafe ;  which  differs 
from  all  the  reft,  and  in  which  the  virus 
is  in  a  ftate  incapable  of  communicating 
infedlion.  This  has  by  fome  been  alleged 
to  be  the  cafe  in  the  whole  period  of  the 
conftitutional  infedlion.  There  are  many 
fa(5ls,  however,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  dif- 
eafe, againft  this;  and  the  difcharge  from 
an  ulcer  either  on  the  fkin  or  throat,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  where  circumftances  are 
favourable  to  its  atftion,  on  being  applied 
will  communicate  the  difeafe.  The  moft 
ftrenuous  defender  of  this  dodrine,  that 
the  fecondary  ulcers  are  incapable  of  in- 
fedion,  is  Mr  Hunter.  That  the  adion 
of  the  fyftem  comes  at  laft  to  obviate  the 
nature  of  all  fpecific  difeafes  is  certain ; 

X  3  but 
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but  on  their  firft  appearance,  that  they 
ftill  retain  their  fpecific  nature,  is  fuffi- 
ciently  proved.    If  this  was  the  cafe,  as 
Mr  Hunter  alleges,  why  fliould  the  fecon- 
dary  puftules  in  inoculation  communicate 
the  difeafe  ?   They  are  in  the  fame  ftate 
with  the  fecondary  venereal  ulcers ;  and 
the  inoculated  pockanfwers  to  the  chancre, 
or  other  primary  adion  of  the  virus.  At 
the  fame  time,  that  they  lofe  at  lafl:  their 
power  of  infediion,  or  that  the  matter  they 
form  is  incapable  of  communicating  the 
difeafe,  is  proved  by  fome  confiderations ;  • 
for  we  find  in  the  fmall-pox,  that  on  their 
firft  appearance  the  matter  then  is  mod 
proper  for  infection,  and  that  in  their  fully 
maturated  ftate  it  frequently  fails.  Hence 
the  clear  lymph  is  always  preferred  by 
inoculators  for  the  operation. 

cccx. 

The  difference  which  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe has  acquired  in  this  third  ftage  feems 
to  depend  on  two  circumftances. 

I.  The 
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1.  The  natural  unfufceptibility  of  the 
parts  attacked  to  receive  its  adion.  And, 

2.  The  difference  in  the  matter  they 
form.  The  former  of  thefe  is  confirmed 
by  the  flow  progrefs  it  obferves  ;  and  the 
latter  by  nothing  elfe  than  a  flimy  mattCi- 
being  formed,  and  no  proper  fuppuration 
taking  place. 

CGCxr. 

The  progrefs  which  the  fymptoms  of 
this  flage  obferve  are  commonly  in  the 
following  order. 

The  patient  begins  to  complain  of  un- 
eafy  pains  in  the  night  fhooting  through 
the  bones,  and  efpecially  ^he  middle  of  the 
hardeft  bones  which  are  thinneft  covered 
with  mufcles ;  a?  the  ulna,  tibia,  and 
bones  of  the  cranium.  Thefe  gradually 
depart  towards  morning,  being  exafpera- 
ted  by  the  heat  of  the  bed ;  and  in  the 
day  totally  depart.  In  fome  conftitutions, 
however,  though  more  rarely,  they  ob- 
ferve a  different  courfe  ;  and  never  occur 
ill.  the  night,  but  through  the  day,  when 

X  ^  the 
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the  parts  are  expofed  to  the  air.  Thefe 
pains  are  at  lad  fucceeded  by  fome  fwelling 
of  the  part ;  when  the  pains  become  lefs 
acute,  and  are  fometimes  entirely  remo- 
ved :    but  this  fwelling  proceeds  very 
flowly;  and,  according  to  the  different 
fituations  it  occupies,  it  is  diftinguiflied 
by  the  feveral  appellations  of  Node,  To- 
phus, and  Exoftofis.    In  this  flate  they 
freqviently  continue  for  years  before  mat- 
ter is  formed  ;  and  when  it  happens,  it  is 
generally,  we  obferved,  a  fluid  of  a  flimy 
nature,  and  very  different  from  what  is 
formed  in  other  parts.  Caries  of  the  bone, 
at  that  part  from  which  the  matter  ifFues, 
frequently  fucceeds :  but  at  times,  inflead 
of  this  fwelling  of  a  part,  though  more 
rarely,  a  general  fponginefs  of  the  bones, 
with  a  tendency  to  the  produdion  of  fun- 
gus in  fcrophulous  habits,  comes  to  take 
place ;  forming  a  difeafe  which  has  been 
termed  by  authors  the  Spina  Ventofa. 
Nay,  even  in  fome  very  rare  inftances,  a 
preternatural  foftnefs  of  the  bones  has  oc- 
curred J  and  fuch  an  effed  w^  always 

find 


CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE.  329 

rind  enumerated  by  authors  as  attending 
this  difeafe.  Where  a  tendency  to  fpon- 
laneous  fradure  appears,  it  may  perhaps 
be  referre^i  to  this  fource. 

CCCXII. 

During  the  progrefs  of  thefe  different 
flages  of  the  conftitutional  difeafe  defcri- 
bed,  certain  affetftions  attacking  the  or- 
gans of  fenfe  arife  ;  the  moft  common  of 
which  are  Ophthalmia  and  Deafnefs. 

CCCXIII. 

This  ophthalmia  is  of  a  chronic  kind; 
arwi,  though  obftinate,  is  very  different 
from  that  acute  ftate  which  follows  the 
retropulfion  of  gonorrhoea.  It  is  confined 
more  generally  to  the  eye-lids  than  to  the 
eye,  and  very  much  refembles  that  fpecies 
peculiar  to  fcrophula ;  neither  does  it  pof- 
fefs  the  acute  pain  which  diftinguifhes  an 
adive  inflammation. 

CCGXIV. 
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CGCXIV. 

The  deafnefs  in  this  difeafe  is  generally 
preceded  by  a  noife  or  tinkling  of  the  ears 
for  fome  months.  It  then  comes  to  be  at-  ' 
tended  with  violent  pain,  when  fuppura- 
tion  takes  place ;  or,  without  this,  an  ul- 
cer flowly  forms,  producing  erofion  of  the 
organ.  It  often,  alfo,  depends  on  an  af-  ^ 
fedion  of  the  orifice  of  the  Euftachian  tube 
in  the  fauces. 

cccxv. 

When  the  conftitutional  difeafe  has 
continued  long,  from  the  irritation  to 
which  the  fyftem  has  been  for  fuch  a  time  ; 
fubje(5led,  an  affeclion  of  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal organs  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of 
life  occurs  in  confequence  of  the  general 
fympathy  confpicuous  between  all  parts  of 
the  fyflem,  which  is  increafed  by  the  ftate 
of  difeafe;  and  thus  hedic  fymptoms  are 
induced.  They  are  marked  by  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, headach,  flight  rigors  fucceeded  by 
hot  fita;  and  where  this  afFedion  is  of  the 

lungs, 
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lungs,  it  is  attended  with  a  teafing  cough, 
and  foon  expectoration  of  matter.  Ac 
other  times  this  fympathetic  affedlion  is  in 
the  liver,  confiding  of  a  fcirrhus  in  that 
organ;  and,  though  more  rarely,  it  fome- 
times  alfo  afFeds  the  groin  or  teflicle  with 
.  -the  fame  ftate,  though  this  fcirrhus  has  a 
greater  tendency  to  depart  by  fuppuration 
than  in  any  other  cafe. 

CGCXVI. 

These,  then,  are  the  principal  fymp-^ 
toms  of  the  conftitutional  difeafe,  with  the 
ufual  progrefs  they  obferve  till  a  ftate  of 
hedlic  comes  on ;  and  that  this  ftate  is  the 
effe(5l  offympathy,  which  may  arife  equal- 
ly from  any  other  long- continued  irrita- 
ting caufe  harraffing  the  conftitution,  and 
is  not  to  be  afcribed,  as  is  commonly  done, 
to  any  abforption  of  matter  into  the  fy- 
ftem,  is  proved  by  this  circumftance,  that 
in  its  more  early  ftage,  where  much  ab- 
forption prevails,  no  hedlic  is  produced. 


CCGXVIL 
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CCCXVII. 

Though  this  is  the  ufual  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  yet  in  fome,  from  peculiarity  of 
general  habit,  the  third  circumftance  for- 
merly enumerated,  a  diverfity  at  times 
arifes,  which  it  is  alfo  proper  to  take  no- 
tice of ;  for  in  fome  rare  cafes  it  has  been 
known  to  attack  firft  the  periofteum.  In 
thefe  cafes,  it  may  perhaps  be  referred  to 
the  head  of  retropulfion :  for  on  the  ap- 
plication of  remedies,  the  fymptoms  there 
quickly  abate,  and  an  afFedlion  of  the  foft 
parts,  as  appears  at  firft  on  its  conftitu- 
tional  attack,  fupervenes ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  difplays  here  an  acutenefs 
and  violence  no  ways  common  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  conftitutional  difeafe. 

CCCVIII. 

With  regard  to  the  progrefs  of  the  con- 
ftitutional infedion,  the  manner  of  its  in- 
trodu(5lion  may  have  fome  influence :  for 
when  the  abforption  takes  place  from 
bubo,  its  appearance  is  in  general  much 

earlier 
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earlier  than  when  from  chancre;  and 
when  from  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  it  is 
flill  later.  It  feems  much  conneded  with 
the  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  original 
part,  by  which  the  irritation  of  the  con- 
tiguous branches  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem 
is  more  excited  to  accelerate  its  progrefs. 

CGCXIX. 

Among  the  writers  on  this  difeafe  it 
has  been  a  common  opinion,  that  the  con- 
ftitutional  malady  of  the  prefent  day  is 
eflentially  different  from  what  it  appeared 
in  the  fifteenth  century ;  and  that  it  has 
gradually  acquired,  from  its  firft  propaga- 
tion, an  encreafing  mlldnefs.  It  would 
be  happy  indeed  for  mankind  were  this 
the  cafe.  We  fhould  not  even  defpair  of 
feeing  the  difeafe  totally  eradicated:  but 
this  we  can  never  exped,  while  its  adion 
is  fo  complicated,  and  its  prefence  at  times 
fo  difficult  to  detedl.  Menjor,  a  French 
author,  who  wrote  in  the  1697,  has  enter- 
ed very  warmly  into  this  fubjedl;  and 
endeavours  to  fupporc  his  remarks  by 

3  many 
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many  hiftorical  obfervations.    But  both 
facls  and  analogy  feem  to  oppofe  his  opi- 
nion:    for  Dr  Swediauer  obferves,  that 
even  at  prefent,  in  many  parts  of  Europe, 
amongft  the  poorer  claffes  of  people,  he 
has  obferved  it  equally  malignant  with 
whatever  has  been  defcribed  in  the  firft 
accounts  of  it  by  authors,  in  fituations  i 
where  poverty  and  other  caufes  of  wretch-  > 
ednefs  added  to  the  violence  of  its  adlion.  j 
And  with  regard  to  other  difeafes,  the  i 
confequence  of  fpecific  infection,  no  alte-  i 
ration  we  know  has  taken  place  on  them  i 
in  refpedl  of  mildnefs,  except  where  the 
conftitution   is  previoufly  rendered  lefs 
fuiceptible  of  their  influence.    Hence  we 
have  every  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
malignity  of  its  firft  appearance  was  owing 
to  their  unacquaintance  with  its  nature, 
and  aifo  the  ftate  of  living  and  want  of  re-  ' 
finement.    In  proof  of  thefe  we  find,  that  ; 
they  were  then  more  fubjecfl  to  cutaneous 
difeafes,  which  only  at  prefent  affect  the  ; 
lower  claffes ;  and  want  of  cleanlinefs  we 
obferve  at  all  times  predifpofes  to  difeafes 
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of  a  cachectic  nature.  To  determine,  how- 
ever, this  queftion,  it  is  neceflary  we 
fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  me- 
dical poUce  then  prevaiUng. 

cccxx. 

From  the  view  offered  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  difeafe  it  appears,  that  the  virus 
diffufed  through  the  fyftem  has  its  pecu- 
liar adion  difplayed  only  on  certain  parts 
of  it.  This  we  find  common  to  all  dif- 
eafes  from  a  fpecific  fource ;  and  the  chief 
difference  in  fuch  difeafes  which  has  di- 
rected their  nofological  arrangement  is, 
that  in  one  cafe  fever  is  induced  by  the 
nature  of  their  caufe,  which  fpeedily  ter- 
minates its  effedl ;  and  that  in  a  certain 
period,  varying  according  to  the  peculiar 
adlion  of  the  different  poifons  applied  : 
while  in  the  other,  though  fever  is  equal- 
ly neceffary  to  their  termination,  it  does 
not  occur  properly  as  an  effe(5l  of  their 
adion  ;  and  even  before  it  is  formed,  the 
conftitution  often  finks  under  their  pro- 
3  grefs 
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grefs  from  the  local  effeds  they  produce  in 
the  lefion  of  parts. 

CCCXXI. 

To  eftablifh,  then,  a  general  pathology 
in  the  cure  of  fuch  difeafes,  two  indica- 
tions are  naturally  formed; 

1.  The  firft,  to  reftrain  that  ihcreafed 
a6iion  of  the  fyftem  conftituting  fever 
when  too  violent,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
hurtful  confequences  to  thofe  parts  where 
iio  particular  determination  of  the  difeafe 
takes  place.  And^ 

2.  The  fecond,  to  excite^  ori  the  con- 
trary, where  it  is  deficient,  the  fame  in- 
creafed  acflion,  in  order  to  the  termination 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  former  applies  properly  to  the  ex- 
anthemata ;  the  latter  to  fuch  of  the  ca- 
chexias as  arife  from  a  fpecific  caufe. 

CCCXXII. 

For  the  cure,  then,  of  the  venereal  dif-^ 
eafe,  as  belonging  to  the  latter  clafs,  we 
contend,  that  a  certain  degree  of  fever,  or 

tendency  • 
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tendency  to  inflammation,  muft  be  pro- 
duced 5  that  the  calor  febrilis  mentioned 
by  Boerhaave  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  This, 
however,  requires  certain  limitations  ; 
and  the  want  of  due  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumftance  has  rendered  the  pradice  fo 
fluctuating  in  this  difeafe. 

CCCXXIII. 

The  principle  to  which  the  fuccefs  of 
this  pra6lice  may  be  referred,  is  certain 
laws  of  the  oeconomy  j  in  confequence  of 
which  different  irritations  difplay  a  na- 
tural oppofition,  counteradling  for  the 
mod  part  each  other  ;  and  when  of  a  cer- 
degree  of  ftrength,  the  fyftem  being  only 
Capable  of  bearing  the  operation  of  one  at 
a  time,  where  two  are  applied,  the  adlion 
of  the  ftronger  muft  render  that  of  ^he  , 
weaker  inert. 

CCCXXIV. 

In  this  view,  then,  for  the  cure  of  the 
prefent  difeafe,  three  indications  may  be 
laid  down. 

Y  I.  To 
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1.  To  lefTen  the  fqafibility  of  the  fyftem 
to  the  irritation  of  the  prevailing  difeafe, 
or  render  the  morbid  action  as  weak  as 
pofTible. 

2.  To  excite  fuch  a  degree  of  oppofite 
irritation  as  confl-itutes  that  fpecies  of  fever 
by  which  a  feparation  of  the  parts  a(Fe(fled, 
as  in  the  exanthemata,  and  a  deqay  of  •  it 
may  be  produced.  And, 

3.  To  obviate  thofe  fymptoms  which 
may  occafionally  arife  during  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  former,  either  from  the  irri- 
tabihty  of  habit  or  the  nature  of  the  re- 
medies employed. 

CCGXXV. 

The  firft  of  thefe  indications  has  never 
before  been  purfued  in  the  treatment  of 
this  difeafe,  but  its  propriety  late  experi- 
ments have  fufEciently  evinced.  It  is 
■well  known  to  pradlitioners  how  often  in 
the  cure  of  the  prefent  difeafe  they  are  dif- 
appointed  ;  and  that  many  cafes,  on  the 
former  modes  of  pradice,  they  were  ob- 
liged to  difmifs,  after  a  fruitlefs  exhibition 

of' 
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of  remedies,  as  incurable.    Under  thefe 
circumftances,  nothing  being  left  to  the 
patient  but  to  drag  out  a  wretched  life,  the 
vi6lim  of  difeafe,  it  was  natural  to  attempt 
at  leaft  alleviating  his  mi.feries,  and  the 
painful  fenfations  to  which  it  fubjedted 
him.    Opium  was  generally  then  had  re- 
courfe  to;  and  in  one  inftance  of  this  kind, 
as  we  are  informed,  where  it  was  taken  in 
very  large  quantities,  and  regularly  con- 
tinued, it  not  only  procured  the  defired 
alleviation,  but  unexpe(5ledly  performed  a 
cure.    On  this  hint  its  introdadion  as  an 
antifiphylitic  remedy  came  to  be  founded; 
and  though  perhaps  the  authors  of  this 
pradice  have  been  too  fanguine  in  their 
details  of  its   fuccefs,  yet,  if  exhibited 
in  the  manner  the  prefent  indication  points 
out,  much  advantage  may  be  derived  from 
its  ufe.    The  venereal  difeafe  is  allowed 
to  confift  in  the  irritation  of  a  peculiar  fli- 
mulus  on  certain  parts.  Whatever  power, 
then,  leflens  this  irritation,  or  renders  the 
parts  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  influence,  m.uft 
contribute  greatly,  if  not  to  cure  the  dif- 

Y  2  eafe, 
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eafe,  at  leaft  to  alleviate  its  fympcoms,  and 
to  render  the  a6;ioa  of  other  remedies  in 
fabduing  it  more  elFedual.    Opium  is  a 
medicine  we  are  ftill  very  much  unac- 
quainted with;  but,  from  theory,  it  feems 
well  adapted  to  every  ftage  of  the  prefent 
malady.     During  the  operation  of  the 
virus,  a  certain  adlive  flate  of  irritation 
we  find  prevail,  occafioning  in  the  parts 
afFeded  either  violent  pain  or  the  moffc 
uneafy  fenfations :    the  removal  of  this, 
then,  is  one  great  (lep  towards  the  cure, 
and  one  particularly  acceptable  to  patients. 
When  the  decay  of  the  difeafe  alfo  takes 
place,  or  the  fpecific  a6lion  of  the  virus  is 
fubdued,  a  ftate  of  morbid  irritability  in 
the  afFeded  parts  frequently  fupervenes ; 
which,  in  fome  conflitutions,  continu-es 
the  former  afFeclion,  and  increafes  the 
original  lefion  of  furface  induced.  Here 
the  fuccefs  of  opium  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tolled.   Its  effeds  in  fuch  cafes  are, 

Its  abating  the  quicknefs  of  pulfe, 
which  it  reduces  fometimes  fo  low  as  50 
in  a  minute;  yet  even  this  is  not  necefTary 

to 
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to  the  cure,  though  a  fulBcient  proof  of  its 
fedative  powers.  In  the  parts  themfelves 
it  occafions, 

1.  Eafe  and  abatement  of  pain. 

2.  A  fort  of  loofening  of  the  furface  of 
the  ulcer,  the  hardnefs  of  its  edges  depart- 
ing. 

3.  A  more  general  relaxation  of  it,  v^^ith 
the  removal  of  any  degree  of  remaining 
ftriclure,  and  the  part  as  it  were  melting 
down.  And, 

4.  A  degree  of  corrugation  then  fuc- 
ceeds,  which  is  the  firft  appearance  of  heal- 
ing; when  the  ikin  contra(5ls  gradually  to 
the  centre,  diminifliing  the  aperture  of  the 
fore.  * 

CCCXXVI. 

In  order  to  produce  thefe  efFecfts,  the 
opium  requires  to  be  ufed  in  confiderable 
quantity.  A  grain  and  a  half  night  and 
morning  is  the  ufual  dofe  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  courfe,  which  is  gra- 
dually increafed  till  in  fome  cafes  it  has 
gone  the  length  of  two  ,  drachms  in  the 

^  3.  day  I 


342      CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE. 


day;  and  that  without  producing  a  ten- 
dency to  fleep,  or  thofe  other  confequences 
which  follow  its  exhibition  in  fmall  dofes. 
It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  however,  that, 
exhibited  in  this  way,  fome  uneafy  fymp- 
toms  occafionally  arife  from  its  ufe ;  as 
indolence,  tremor,  headach,  and  coftive- 
nefs  :  but  thefe  are  generally  foon  remo- 
ved by  paying  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the 
primx  vijE,  and  preventing  the  refiduum 
of  the  opium  which  is  incapable  of  folu- 
tion  being  retained  for  any  time. 

CCCXXVII. 

From  this  view  of  the  introducT:ion  of 
opium,  the  conclulions  to  be  drawn  from 
its  ufe  are,  that  though  unequal,  from  the 
teftimony  of  the  lateft  writers,  a  very  few 
cafes  only  excepted,  to  the  cure  of  the 
conftitutional  difeafe  in  its  adive  ftate 
without  the  affiftance  of  the  fpecific  reme- 
dy, its  palliative  powers  are  to  be  conh- 
dered  as  highly  ufeful.  Previous,  there- 
fore, to  commencing  the  fpecific  courfe, 
according  to  the  indication  laid  down, 

let 
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kt  it  be  employed  till  tte  fymptoms  of 
pain  and  irritation  from  the  difeafe  are 
fomewhat  abated,  which  will  be  generally 
accomplillied  in  a  few  days ;  for  in  fome 
its  efFeds  in  this  way  are  fudden,  while 
in  others  they  are  more  gradual.  In  ex- 
hibiting it,  the  rule  is,  to  proceed  till 
the  pulfe  from  being  opprefTed,  weak, 
and  frequent,  become  the  reverfe,  free,  full, 
and  flow. 

CCXXVIII. 

In  this  manner  is  the  firfl;  indication  to 
be  performed;  but  the  fecond,  or  the  ex- 
citing an  oppofite  irritation  in  the  fyflem, 
we  are  to  confider  always  as  the  molt  im- 
portant, while  the  two  others  are  to  be 
¥iewed  rather  in  a  fecondary  light. 

CCCXXIX. 

That  the  cure  of  the  conftitutional 
difeafe  proceeds  properly  on  this  principle, 
we  have  every  reafon  to  infer. 

I.  From  a  confideration  of  the  pheno- 

Y  4  men?. 


344      CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE. 

mena  attending  the  ufe  of  tliofe  fubftances 
fulfilling  this  indication. 

2.  From  the  occurrence  of  adual  fever, 
or  an  inflammatory  difeale,  having  both 
fufpended  its  progrefs  and  alfo  cured  this 
malady.  And, 

3.  From  the  analogy  pointed  out  with 
the  clafs  of  exanthemata. 

cccxxx. 

The  fabftances  performing  this  indi- 
cation are  very  various,  and  taken  either 
from  the  vegetable  or  mineral  kingdoms. 
In  the  warmer  climates,  the  former  have 
been  preferred  from  their  quicker  opera- 
tion and  even  fuperior  fuccefs,  as  the  ac- 
counts of  their  pracflice  relate  ;  while,  in 
the  colder  climates,  the  latter  only  have 
been  confided  in,  as  better  adapted  to  that 
torpor  of  conftitution,  and  lelTened  irrita- 
bility of  habit,  which  forms  a  contrail:  to 
the  former. 


CCCXXX  fo 


CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE.  345 


GCCXXXI. 

But  ta  afcertain  the  reafon  of  this  pre- 
ference, we  may  obferve,  that  there  are 
two  ways  of  exciting  fever ;  the  one  by 
fubftances  exerting  their  adlion  fimply  on 
the  ftomach  on  their  firfl  introdudlion, 
which,  as  the  procefs  of  digeftion  alters 
their  nature,  departs,  being  merely  tem- 
porary ;  the  other,  and  more  durable,  by 
the  introduction  of  fuch  bodies  as,  not  ha- 
ving their  powers  leflened  by  the  adlion 
of  the  gailric  fluids  in  the  ftomach,  enter 
the  circulation  by  abforption  in  this  adlive 
ftate ;  and  after  continuing  fome  time,  in 
iproportion  to  the  torpor  of  the  fyftem  al- 
lowing their  retention,  are  expelled  by 
fome  of  the  excretories. 

CCCXXXII. 

Of  the  firft  fort  are"  moft  vegetables 
ufed  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  They  are 
of  the  diaphoretic  kind,  of  an  acrid  nature, 
which  is  confiderably  impaired  in  their 
dried  ftate.    Hence  with  us  they  prove 

frequently 
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frequently  inert ;  and,  where  flow  in  their 
efFedl,  their  acflion  is  improved  by  the  na- 
tives of  thefe  countries  by  their  jundion 
with  fome  of  the  rubefacient  tribe;  while, 
in  order  to  their  fuccefs,  a  fpare  diet  is 
found  abfolutely  requifite,  that  their 
operation  on  the  flomach  may  be  more 
powerful;  and  it  fhould  be  always  empty 
for  fome  time  after  their  exhibition.  Thev 
feem  in  this  climate  adapted  to  that  irri- 
tability of  conftitution  which  oftep  can- 
not bear  the  adlion  of  mercury  even  in  its 
mildeft  ftace,  or  which  is  brought  on  by 
its  exceffive  ufe  without  producing  a  pro- 
per decay  of  the  difeafe.  But  fince  the 
ufe  of  mercury  became  fd  frequent,  phy- 
ficians  have  doubted  of -the  cure  of  the 
difeafe  by  any  other  means  :  and  the  hi- 
ftories  of  early  pradice  are  now  regarded 
as  at  leafl  exaggerated,  if  not  fal fc.  From 
the  theory  advanced  on  the  fubjedl,  that 
fuch  methods  of  cure  proved  effedual- 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  when  other  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  management  of  the  pa- 
'2  tient 
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dent  befides  the  fimple  exhibition  of  the 
remedies  were  attended  to. 

CCCXXXIII. 

The  circumftances  that  we  fuppofe  ne- 
ceflary,  in  order  to  the  fuccefs  of  vegetable 
remedies,  are, 

1.  That  a  proper  reflridtion  in  diet,  as 

,  formerly  recommended,  be  obferved,  that 
the  operation  of  thefe  remedies  may  be 
more  extenfively  felt.  Hence  the  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen  is  moft  favourable  to 
their  a(5lion. 

2.  That  they  be  ufed  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  in  a  frefli  ftate,  as  their  adlive  parts 
are  liable  to  be  impaired  if  too  long  kept. 

3.  That  .in  their  exhibition  they  be 
brought  to  produce  fenfible  effecfts ;  and 
as  the  fenfible  efFedls  of  mercury,  when 
moft  fuccefsful,  are  difplayed  by  a  fore- 
nefs  or  tendernefs  of  the  mouth,  thofe  of 
the  vegetable  remedies,  again,  confift  in  a 
fimilar  ftate  of  the  urinary  organs,  or  ten- 
4ent:y  to  ftrangury. 

4.  The  operation  of  fweating  under  the 

ufe 
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ufe  of  vegetable  remedies  is  improper  as 
well  as  under  that  of  mercury,  as  mark- 
ing their  adion  to  be  too  violent ;  which, 
as  it  requires  to  be  long  continued,  produ- 
ces fbon  fnch  a  debility  as  is  unfavourable 
to  the  complete  removal  of  the  difeafe. 

5.  Where  the  efFe6l  of  vegetable  reme- 
dies are  too  irritating,  their  adlion  is  to  be 
reprefTed,  as  well  as  that  of  mercury,  by 
their  jundlion  with  opiates.  Hence  we, 
find  in  the  details  of  favage  pra6lice,  that 
narcotics  were  frequently  part  of  the  com- 
pofition  of  their  prefcriptions  ;  which,  if 
attended  to,  might  have  led  fooner  to  the 
liberal  ufe  of  opium  in  the  venereal  dif^ 
eafe. 

CCCXXXIV. 

One  of  the  chief  remedies  attended  to 
by  the  Indians  of  North  America  is  a  fpe- 
cies  of  Lobelia ;  and  their  manner  of  ufing 
it  is  this :  Three  or  four  of  the  frefli  roofs 
dried  are  boiled  in  decodlion,  and  they  are 
not  very  nice  in  what  kind  of  vefTel  it  is 
prepared.  The  patient  begins  to  drink 
3  ^^^^ 
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this  in  the  morning,  and  continues  it  as 
his  nfual  beverage  through  the  day,  taking 
to  the  quantity  of  at  lead  a  quart,  and 
being  otherwife  very  abftemious.  Its  ef- 
fects are  generally  to  purge  ;  and  when  it 
does  this,  the  difeafe,  they  are  of  opinion, 
IS  fooner  removed.  It  commonly  cures  in 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  the  fores  are  fprink- 
.led  with  the  dry  powder  of  the  geum  nivale 
at  the  fame  time.  Where  it  does  not  feem 
to  have  had  much  effe<5l,  they  add  to -the 
decodtion  fome  of  the  ranunculus  aborti- 
vus  ;  and  much  nicety  is  required  in 
adapting  the  proportion  of  it  to  the  quan- 
tity of  the  decodlion,  as  it  is  liable,  if 
overdofed,  to  produce  inflammation  of  the 
ftomach,  &c. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Lifbon  diet- drink  is 
well  known.  In  Britain,  however,  it  never 
has  had  the  fame  fuccefs  as  in  that  coun- 
try where  it  was  originally  prefcribed. 
The  climate  has  always  been  mentioned 
,as  in  its  favour;  but  even,  independent 
of  this,  the  authenticity  of  the  receipts 
themfelves  is  very  much  to  be  queftion- 

ed, 
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ed,  the  fuccefs  of  the  original  inventot 
leading  every  one  to  give  out  his  being  in 
pofTefTion  of  it.  From  the  beft  authority^ 
the  original  receipt  confifted  folely  of  two 
articles,  inllead  of  the  long  farrago  com-?, 
monly  given  out  for  its  compoficion.  Thefe 
are  the  farfa  and  Macedonian  parfley  root* 
Their  proportions  are  fmall ;  and  the 
chief  fuccefs  of  the  remedy  is  perhaps  ow- 
ing to  the  laft  ingredient,  as  the  acrid 
principle  of  the  former  is  fo  much  invol- 
ved in  mucilage  that  it  poffelTes  but  weak 
powers. 

Befides  thefe  articles,  the  original  prac- 
tice of  Hutten  with  the  guaiac  deferves  our 
attention.  This  fubftance  is  pofTefFed  of 
a  very  adlive  refin ;  and  Mr  Hunter  men-s 
tions  his  having  ufed  it  with  fuccefs  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe.  It  feems,  however, 
to  want  in  fome  degree  that  permanence 
of  effedl  which  diftingullhes  the  adion  of 
mercury.  When  it  is  employed,,  it  is  beft 
done  in  the  form  of  the  gum,  joined  with 
a  proportion  of  opium  to  prevent  diarrhoea, 

while 
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/hile  it  is  alfo  externally  applied  in  the 
onn  of  poultice. 

cccxxxv. 

We  next  proceed  to  confider  the  reme- 
dies of  the  mineral  clafs  ;  the  adion  of 
which  being  more  powerful  than  the  for- 
mer, requires  rather,  by  different  com- 
binations, to  be  reprefled,  both  from  its 
yiolence  on  the  ftomach  itfelf,  and  alfb 
on  the  circulation  at  large.  This  adlion, 
too,  being  unafFedled  by  the  powers  of  the 
ftomach,  and  noc  requiring  any  favour- 
able ftate  of  the  organ  to  fecond  its  efFedl, 
does  not  need  the  fame  reftridion  in  diet 
formerly  enjoined  as  necelFary  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  vegetable  remedies. 

CCCXXXVI. 

The  mineral  which  has  fuperfeded  all 
others  with  the  prefent  view,  being  term- 
ed the  Specific  for  this  difeafe,  is  mercury. 
It  was  condemned  by  the  ancient  phyfi- 
cians,  and  particularly  by  Galen,  whofe 
authority  for  long  prevented  its  introduc- 
tion 
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tion  into  medicine.  The  Arabians  werd 
the  firft  who  ventured  to  employ  it;  but 
from  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  ancients, 
they  ufed  it  only  for  external  purpofes  in 
thofe  difeafes  of  the  fkin  which  were  the 
offspring  of  their  own  climate.  On  the 
appearance  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  from 
the  ulcerations  of  its  conftitutional  ftage^ 
they  were  foon  led  by  analogy  to  its  ap- 
plication here ;  and  in  ufing  it,  as  Galen 
had  confidered  it  as  a  poifon  of  a  cold  na- 
ture, every  means  of  removing  this  by  its 
jundion  with  the  different  warm  acrid  fub- 
flances  in  ointment  was  attempted.  Hence 
the  variety  of  receipts  we  find ;  and  hence 
alfo  the  deflrudlive  effe(5ls  which  the  early 
practice  with  it,  from  their  ignorance  of 
its  nature,  produced. 

CCCXXXVIL 

Many  theories  have  been  formed  to  ex- 
plain the  adlion  of  mercury ;  and  to  efta- 
blifli  it  on  the  principles  delivered,  it  is 
necefTary  we  fhould  examine  the  different 
opinions  advanced,  and  afterwards  point 

out 
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out  the  reafons  of  this  preference  it  has 
defervedly  attained  in  the  cure  of  lues. 

CCCXXXVIII. 

The  principal  theories  on  this  fubjedt 
may  be  referred  to  two  heads ;  either 
thofe  which  afcribed  the  fticcefs  of  its  ac- 
tion to  the  evacuations  it  produces,  or 
to  certain  fpecific  or  antidotal  powers  ic 
poffefles  explainable  on  chemical  prin" 
ciples. 

CCCXXXIX. 

The  reafons  urged  in  fupport  of  the 
former  of  thefe  opinions  are, 

1 .  That  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  falivation  the  venereal  fymptoms  appear 
to  remit. 

2.  That  the  ftimulant  preparations 
which  produce  fuch  evacuations  are  the 
moft  fuccefsful.  And, 

3,  That  the  lues  is  cured  by  other  fub-* 
(lances  befidcs  mercury  exciting  fuch  eva-^ 
cuations. 
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cccxt. 

But,  in  oppofition  to  thefe  different  ar- 
guments, it  may  be  obferved, 

1 .  That  the  venereal  difeafe  often  refifts 
the  moft  profufe  faUvacion ;  and  is  often 
cured  alfo  without  fahvation,  or  any  fen- 
fible  difcharge  whatever. 

2.  Even  the  ftimulant  preparations, 
alfo,  are  not  fuccefsful  in  thofe  conftitu- 
tions  where  they  occafion  immmediately 
on  their  ufe  fuch  evacuations ;  and  the 
great  improvement  of  modern  pradlice  is 
to  prevent,  from  their  exhibition,  fuch 
difcharges. 

3.  Thofe  other  remedies  employed  pof- 
fefs  another  property  befides  evacuation; 
and  though  they  cure,  the  common  clafs 
of  evacuants  will  not;  which  is  a  proof  that 
k  is  hot  owing  to  their  evacuating  pro- 
perty. 

4.  A  flill  flronger  argument  that  offers 
is,  that  the  venereal  virus  is  attached  only 
to  particular  parts  where  its  adion  is  dif- 
played.    Hence  the  diminution  of  the 

quantity 
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quantity  of  fluids  in  the  fyftem  by  the 
differenc  excretoi'ies  can  Have  no  efFea  on 
thofe  particular  pares  difeafed ;  and  it  is 
^ery  happily  obferved  by  one  author,  were 
this  the  cafe,  a  clap  might  even  be  weeped 
away. 

CCCXLI. 

Another  principal  theory  on  the  ope- 
ration of  mercury,  is  that  which  fuppofesS 
it  to  adl  by  a  diiTolution  of  the  fluids,  or 
peculiar  fpecies  of  putrefa6lion ;  and  the 
proof  of  this  they  bring  from  the  in- 
ereafed  difcharges  which  attend  its  ufe; 
In  oppofition  to  it,  however,  we  find,  that 
the  blood  pofleffes,  during  a  mercurial 
courfe,  a  greater  quantity  of  gluten  than 
at  any  other  time ;  and  that  it  is  merely 
the  increafe  of  circulation  to  glands,  which^ 
quickening  the  excretion,  occafions  it,  from 
the  fliorter  period  of  retention,  to  be  thin- 
ner, and  to  pofTefs  from  the  inflammation 
excited  in  the  gland  a  degree  of  acrimony; 
for  thihnefs  and  quantity  of  fecretion  are 
always  the  efFedl  of  irritation  on  glands. 

Z  2  CGCXLIL 
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CCCXLII. 

The  lafl  theory  to  be  taken'notice  of,  is 
that  which  fuppofes  the  mercury  to  acfl 
by  a  certain  antidotal  power  in  rendering 
the  virus  inert;  and  is  one  of  thofe  rehcs  of 
chemical  theory  which  appears  very  difTo- 
nant  tathe  reft  of  modern  pathology.  In 
fupport  of  this  dodrine  it  is  obferved, 
that  the  mercury,  in  every  cafe  of  its  in- 
troducftion,  pafles  into  the  circulation ;  by 
this  means  it  reaches  the  difeafed  parts, 
and,  by  its  combination  with  the  venereal 
virus  inherent  there,  it  reduces  it  to  an 
inert  ftate,  fimilar  to  what  happens  -in 
chemiftry  on  the  jundion  of  an  acid  and 
an  alkali,  by  which  a  neutral  is  produced. 
The  arguments  adduced  in  fupport  of  this 
opinion  are, 

1.  The  analogy  between  the  venereal 
virus  and  other  bodies  in  chemiftry  j 
which,  however  adtive,  are  by  fuch  com- 
binations reduced  to  a  mild  ftate.  And, 

2.  The  fuccefs  of  the  topical  application 
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of  mercury  in  curing  venereal  ulcers,  which 
Ihows  an  immediate  adlion  on  the  part. 

CCCXLIII. 

But  that  thefe  arguments,  however  fpe- 
cious,  are  merely  hypothetical,  may  be 
conckided  for  the  following  reafons. 

1.  We  obferve,  that  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  bodies  fubjedled  to  the 
operations  of  chemiftry,  and  thofe  which 
are  introduced  into  the  human  body  and 
influenced  by  the  laws  of  the  oeconomy. 

,  Hence  we  contend,  that  there  are  no  re- 
medies, the  a(ftion  of  which,  in  a  primary 
manner,  affec5ls  the  fluids ;  or,  if  affe6^:ed, 
it  is  only  in  confequence  of  their  adlion 
on  the  primary  parts,  or  folids,  that  they 
remove  difeafe,  where  the  caufe  of  it  has 
once  fully  entered  the  fyftem. 

2.  The  topical  application  of  mercury 
does  not  always  cure  venereal  ulcers;  and 
even  when  it  does,  that  it  depends  on  its 
flimulant  powers  we  prove,  becaufe  in 
many  cafes  even  of  primary  chancre  where 
it  fails,  we  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 

Z  3  other 
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Pther  minerals  of  a  more  flimulant  nature, 
as  aerugo  aeris,  &c. 

3.  The  internal  ufe  of  mercury  will  not 
even  prevent  the  efFc6l  of  the  virus,  when 
abforbed,  fill  the  form  of  the  difeafe  or  its 
topical  efFeds  adually  take  place. 

4.  The  quantity  of  mercury  fhould  be 
the  only  circumilance  neceflary  to  the 
cure  on  the  chemical  theory ;  but  we  find 
particular  preparations,  even  where  the 
quantity  is  leaft,  have  a  greater  influence 
in  curing  the  difeafe  than  others.  And, 

5.  If  the  mercury  acls  on  the  fluids,  or 
the  virus  inherent  there,  its  application  to 
the  penis  fliould,  as  a  preventative,  pre- 
vent actual  infection,  which  is  not  the 
cafe ;  and  here  it  can  come  more  eaflly  in 
contad;  with  the  virus  thap  when  exifting 
in  the  fluids. 

CCCXLlVo 

t 

From  thefe  arguments,  then,  we  natu- 
rally infer,  that  it  is  not  any  fpecific 
powers  in  the  remedies  which  cure  the 
ipes ;  it  is  the  effedls  of  the  fyftem  itfelf, 

fimilar 
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Similar  to  what  occurs  in  fmall-pox  and 
the  other  exanthemata  ;  and  the  efFe6l  of 
mercury  is  merely  railing  the  fyllem  to 
that  degree,  or  bringing  into  adion  cer- 
tain peculiar  laws  of  the  oeconomy,  by  the 
continued  exercife  of  which,  for  a  certain 
time,  the  reparation  of  the  difeafe,  or  the 
removal  of  the  noxious  caufe,  takes  place. 
And,  to  confirm  this  do6trine,  we  fliall 
confider  it  in  two  points  of  view. 

1 .  In  the  ftate  in  which  its  a6lion  is  ex- 
erted. And, 

2.  In  its  apparent  efFeds  on  the  body. 

CCCXLV. 

Most  metallic  fubftances,  in  order  to 
their  adlion  as  medicines,  require  to  un- 
dergo certain  changes  to  give  them  adlivi- 
ty.  No  fubftance  has  ever  perhaps  re- 
ceived greater  changes  for  this  purpofe 
than  mercury;  for,  from  the  obfervations 
and  experiments  of  Dr  Saunders,  it  appears, 
that  it  never  ads  in  its  crude  ftate ;  but 
that-,  even  where  a  fimple  trituration  takes 
|-)lace  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  divifion,  a 

Z  4  change 
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change  in  fome  portion  fimilar  to  that  in* 
duced  by  calcination  is  efFedled.  It  is  only 
this  portion  that  ads,  he  contends,  on  its 
introdu6iion  into  the  body :  And  from 
this  view,  then,  mercury,  in  its  various 
forms  as  medicine,  can  only  exift  in  a  caU 
cined  or  faline  ftate ;  the  former,  as  per- 
formed by  fimple  triture  when  it  is  partial, 
or  expofilre  to  heat  and  air  in  the  com- 
mon chemical  procefs ;  the  latter,  as  dif- 
folved  by  various  ^cids,  or  again  precipi- 
tated from  them  by  different  alkalis.  In 
all  thefe  ftates  mercury  is  diftinguifhed 
more  or  lefs  by  its  acrimony  proving  in 
the  body  an  extraneous  irritation  to  the 
animal  fibre,  the  juftice  of  which  is  dif- 
played  by  its  effed:s. 

CCCXLVI. 

The  effcds  of  mercury  intrpduced  into 
the  fyftem  are, 

I.  A  quickened  flate  of  pulfe ;  and,  du- 
ring a  mercurial  courfe,  v^e  feldom  find  it 
■under  90.  Nay,  it  is  exprefsly  recora- 
merided  by  Sir  William  Fordyce,  that 

inercury 
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mercury  Oiould  be  given  fo  as  to  produce 
a  hardnefs,-  fulnefs,  and  frequency  of 
pulfe,  or  chat  which  marks  the  inflamma- 
tory diathefis  ;  and  wherever,  therefore, 
under  the  ufe  of  mercury,  the  pulfe  is 
quick,  foft,  and  weak,  as  is  often  found 
in  fcrophulous  conftitutions,  particularly 
where  the  mercury  has  been  pufhed  far, 
the  propel:  mercurial  fever  is  not  induced, 
^nd  the  remedy  will  not  be  fuccefsful. 

2.  An  increafe  of  the  feveral  excretions, 
though  the  particular  ones  depend  on  the 
manner  of  its  exhibition. 

3.  A  buff- coat  is  obfervable  on  the 
blood  during  its  ufe,  fimilar  to  what  occurs 
under  that  of  other  ftimulants.  And, 

4.  Its  efFedls  in  the  cure  of  lues  appear 
often  in  proportion  to  its  ftimulant  powers. 
Thus,  half  a  grain  of  corrofive  fublimate 
will  frequently  have  more  fuccefs  than  aa 
ounce  or  two  introduced  by  undion. 

cccxLvir. 

Whatever  peculiarity,  then,  there 
may  be  in  the  adion  of  mercury,  we  find 
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a  ftate  of  general  irritation  produced  by- 
it,  which  is  conne(5led  with  and  efTential 
to  the  cure.  This  is  difplayed  alfo  by  the 
difeafed  parts  themfelyes  acquiring  an  in- 
creafed  vafcular  appearance  ;  and,  pro- 
ceeding on  this  principle,  the  circumftan- 
ces  requiring  attention  for  the  fuccefs  of 
pur  pra6lice  are, 

1.  To  prevent  this  tendency  rifing  to 
adual  inflammation.  And, 

2.  To  continue  it  no  longer  than  till  the 
decay  of  the  difeafe  is  accompliflied. 

Experience  has  daily  fhown  the  necef- 
fity  for  attention  to  the  firft'  of  thefe;  and 
hence  has  arifen  the  variety  of  modes  of 
practice  lince  the  introdudion  of  mercury 
into  life. 

CGGXLyiir. 

The  peculiarity  in  the  a (fl ion  of  merr 
cury>  we  may  remark,  depends  folely  on 
its  power  of  penetrating,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  permanence  of  its  adion.  By 
tjie  firft  of  thefe  it  is  more  eafily  than  any 
pther  fubftance  determined  to  thofe  mi- 

nut$ 
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nute  parts  which  form  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  while  the  operation  of  thofe  other 
lubftances  employed  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady  is  confined  principally  to  the  fto" 
mach,  being  therefore  lefs  extenfive.  Its 
permanence,  again,  is  fufficiently  afcer- 
tained  by  what  is  obfervable  every  day  in 
pradice ;  for  the  mercurial  habit  is  found 
to  prevail  for  months  after  the  difconti- 
nuance  of  the  courfe. 

CCCXLIX. 

From  this  diftinguifliing  charadleriftic 
of  mercury,  its  power  of  penetrating,  as 
every  part  of  the  body  where  a  lympha- 
tic ftrudure  prevails  is  capable  of  giving 
entrance  to  its  particles,  the  feveral  ways 
in  which  its  reception  into  the  fyftem  is 
effeded,  as  pradifed  at  different  periods, 
with  their  relative  advantages,  merit  con- 
fideration.  Thefe  are  either  by  its  appli- 
cation to  a  porous  furface,  a  fecreting,  or 
organic. 


CCCL. 
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CCCL. 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  has  been  the  mofl: 
generally  employed,  termed  the  Way  by 
fridlions  ;  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  its 
introdudion,  certain  preparatory  fteps, 
confiding  in  rendering  the  Ikin  as  freely 
perfpirable  as  polTible,  and  relaxed,  have 
been  recommended.  In  this  way  the  fto- 
mach  is  not  aff^ded,  and  the  ftate  of  health 
in  that  organ  thus  preferved.  But  from 
its  inconvenience  in  the  application,  the 
patient  himfclf  generally  foon  tiring,  and 
the  delicacy  or  irritabihty  of  furface  after- 
wards induced  by  it,  rendering  it  eafily 
fufceptible  of  impreiHons  from  changes 
of  atmofphere,  it  begins  now  to  be  laid 
afide ;  and  the  parts  preferred  for  its 
application  are  generally  the  extremities, 
particularly  the  iniide  of  the  thigh  or  leg. 
It  is  to  be  carefully  rubbed  in  by  the  hand 
of  the  patient,  or  an  afhftant,  whofe  hands, 
to  prevent  abforption,  are  covered  with 
leather ;  and,  if  left  to  choice,  it  fliould  be 
doxie  in  the  morning,  as  the  abforbents 

then 
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then  are  in  a  more  adive  (late.  The  fur- 
face  CO  which  it  is  applied  fliould  be  re- 
gularly changed,  as  the  abforbents  feem  to 
tire,  or  carefully  cleaned,  before  a  feeond 
application  ;  and  it  is  more  difficult  to 
introduce  the  fame  quantity  as  at  firft  on 
a  fecond  or  third  repetition, 

CCCLI. 

The  next  method  of  its  application,  or 
Its  introdudion  by  a  fecreting  furface,  is 
lefs  common,  and  of  very  late  difcovery. 
It  was  firft  recommended  by  Mr  Clare  of 
London ;  and  Mr  Cruikfliank  has  very 
ably  fupported  the  propriety  of  his  idea. 
The  fituation  chofen  for  its  application  is 
the  infide  of  the  lips  and  cheek,  and  the 
furface  of  the  gums  ;  and  this  fituation  is 
perhaps  better  adapted  for  the  external 
introdudlion  of  mercury  than  any  other 
in  the  body, 

I.  Becaufe  the  faliva  appears,  from  the 
experiments  of  Mr  Plenck,  the  beft  folvent 
of  mercury  next  to  mucus.  And, 

r2,  Becaufe  the  abforbents  here,  from  the 

conftant 
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conftant  irritation  of  the  falivary  flmcl.j 
pofTefs  a  highly  active  ftate. 

The  advantages  of  this  method  are,  that 
the  primx  viae  are  not  affeded  by  the  mer- 
cury, which,  in  irritable  habits,  occafions 
the  moft  uneafy  fymptoms  ;  and  where 
even  fome  part  of  it  gets  into  the  £lo- 
raach,  its  application  is  fo  gradual,  and 
its  previous  folution  fo  complete,  as  to 
hinder  its  hurtful  effeds.  Its  introdudlion 
into  the  fyftem  is  alfo  much  more  expedi- 
tious in  this  way,  and  the  inconveniences 
which  attend  the  ufe  of  fridions  are  en- 
tirely avoided.  Mr  CruikQiank  has  thrown 
out  a  conje(fbure,  though  we  cannot  per- 
ceive with  what  juftice  the  remark  is  made, 
that  the  afFedlion  of  the  mouth  is  at  all 
times  a  chief  circumftance  requifite  for  the 
cure;  that  the  quantity  of  mercury  pre- 
fent  in  the  fyftem  is  a  matter  of  little 
importance ;  and  that  there  is  a  kind  of 
conne(5lion  between  the  ftate  of  the  fali- 
vary glands  and  the  venereal  irritation;  in 
confequence  of  which  the  inflaming  of 
thefe  glands  to  a  certain  degree,  and  for  a 

4  certain 


I 


CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE.  367 

certain  period,  is  fufficient  to  cure  the 
difeafe.  Ingenious,  however,  as  this  idea 
is,  we  are  forry  to  fay  it  is  merely  hypo- 
thetical ;  and  were  it  the  cafe,  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  prefent  mode  of  introduc- 
tion would  be  incontrovertible.  But  from 
the  theory  of  the  difeafe  we  have  hi- 
therto endeavoured  to  fupport,  a  very  op- 
pofite  opinion  comes  to  be  formed ;  and 
the  introdudion  of  mercury  into  the  fy- 
/  flem  at  large,  independent  of  its  effedl 
here,  is  found  alfo  requifite.  Nay,  the 
venereal  fymptoms  often  do  not  abate 
under  a  proper  falivation,  which  fliows  a 
fujSicient  irritation  of  thefe  glands  :  and  it 
is  the  activity  of  the  mercury  in  the  general 
habit,  not  fimply  here,  on  which  we  are 
to  depend  ;  for  even,  at  times,  the  difeafe 
is  cured  without  any  affecftion  of  this  part. 
The  fuccefs,  however,  of  its  introdudion 
here  will  much  depend, 

I.  On  the  minute  divifion  of  the  par- 
ticles of  mercury  in  the  preparation  em- 
ployed; which,  at  the  fame  time,  muft 
not  be  too  ftimulant  from  the  fenfibility 

of 
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of  the  furface  to  which  it  is  applied* 
And, 

2.  On  the  complete  folution  it  under- 
goes in  the  faliva  facilitating  its  abforp- 
tion. 

This  laft  circumflance  requires  much 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  patient; 
for  unlefs  time  is  allowed  for  its  com- 
plete folution,  and  its  abforption  afTifted 
by  the  friction  of  the  partrs,  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  fucceed  fo  quickly  as  where 
thefe  rules  are  obferved.  A  comparifon 
has  been  made  by  Mr  Cruikfliank  between 
the  adlivity  of  mercury  introduced  in  this 
way  and  that  by  fridlions  from  the  exter- 
nal furface  ;  and  he  finds  three  grains  of 
the  preparation  here  is  equal  in  its  effedls 
to  no  lefs  than  45  of  the  ointment.-  The 
preparations  preferred  for  it  are  the  calo- 
mel, or  mercurius  cinereus  ;  and  in  ufing 
them,  a  fingle  grain  fliould  be  employed 
at  once,  and  repeated  three  or  four  times, 
that  a  more  gradual  abforption  of  it  may 
take  place  than  where  the  dofe  is  admini- 
ftred  at  once. 

A  CCCLIL 
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GCCLII. 

The  laft  method  of  the  introdufiidn  of 
mercury  into  the  fyftem,  which  we  have 
termed  its  AppUcation  to  an  Organic  Sur- 
face, is  now  the  moft  generally  pradifed : 
and  that  we  properly  made  a  diftindlion 
between  it  and  the  former  method  is 
afcertained  by  this,  that  the  ftomach  pof- 
feffes  a  peculiar  adlion  on  all  bodies ;  and 
we  find,  that  it  even  refifts  the  effeds  of 
the  venereal  virus  itfelf.  Hence  we  con- 
clude, that  it  muft  have  an  effedl  on  the 
ftate  of  the  mercury  introdticecl,  though 
we  cannot  eafily  detedl  it.  This  method^ 
however,  pofTefTes  a  number  of  advantages 
over  the  others,  though  it  appears  rather 
flower  in  its  operation  than  the  fecond; 
It  admits  alfo  the  ufe  of  the  more  adive 
preparations,  which  the  other  furfaces  can- 
not fafely  bear ;  and  it  prevents  alfo,  where 
properly  employed,  which  is  of  material 
confequence,  the  detedion  of  the  difeafe. 
The  firft  introdudion  of  mercury  into 
pra(flice  in  this  way  was  in  the  fimple  ftate 

A  a  of 
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of  trituration  under  the  name  of  Barba-* 
rofTa's  Pills ;  a  preparation  dill  retained. 
But  chemiftry  then  coming  into  vogue, 
foon  fupplied  a  number  of  other  more 
adive  forms  of  the  mineral  for  its  inter- 
nal exhibition.  To  none  are  we  more  in- 
debted for  the  firft  attempts  in  this  way 
than  the  noted  Paracelfas,  who  may  be 
confidered  here  in  fome  meafure  as  the 
founder  of  the  chemical  fedl,  and  by  a 
happy  boldnefs  in  his  pra(5lice  rendered 
the  ufe  of  mercury  more  general  than  be- 
fore his  time.  Succeeding  empirics  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  circumftance  which 
chemiftry  afforded,  in  concealing  it  under 
different  names,  and  making  it  pafs  for  a 
new  medicine.  It  was  the  bad  effects 
which  arofe  from  the  pradlice  of  thefe 
empirics  with  their  chemical  preparations 
that  raifed  a  prejudice  in  every  cafe  againfl: 
the  application  of  mercury ;  which  flill 
fubfifls  fo  llrongly  as  to  occafion  its  ex- 
puliion  from  pra(5tice  by  public  edidl  in 
many  parts  of  Italy,  and  renders  with  us 
every  attempt  that  pretends  to  the  cure  of 

this 
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this  difeafe  without  the  affiftance  of  mer- 
cury fuccefsful. 

CCCLIir. 

We  have  thus  confidered  the  difFerenc 
ways  in  which  mercury  is  introduced  in- 
to the  fyftem,  and  it  will  be  proper  next 
to  hazard  a  few  remarks  on  the  ftate  in 
wdiich  it  exifls  when  introduced.  M^ny 
difputes  prevail  on  this  fubjedl;  and  whe- 
ther remaining  adlually  in  the  fame  form 
in  wdiich  it  enters,  or  receiving  a  peculiar 
faline  ftate,  the  efFedl  of  folution  from  its 
combination  with  the  gaftric  and  other 
parts  of  the  animal  fluids,  is  a  matter  of 
fome  difficulty  to  determine. 

Facfls  are  brought  equally  on  both  fides; 
but  that  it  receives  a  change  in  its  form, 
though  not  of  its  nature,  as  mercury,  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  from  the  following 
fac5ls. 

I.  Mercury  is  tafted  in  the  difiTerent 
fluids,  particularly  thofe  fubje(5\ed  from 
their  fituation  to  the  organ  of  tafte. 

A  a  2  2.  Gold 
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2.  Gold  has  been  tinged  by  the  faliva 
of  a  perfon  under  its  ufe. 

3.  The  faline  preparations,  where  it  is 
ah-eady  in  a  flate  of  folution,  are  the  moft 
a.S.ive. 

4.  Thofe  preparations  diftinguillied  by 
a  minutenefs  of  particles,  without  any  fa- 
line  form,  by  favouring  folubiUty,  are  in 
their  adion  next  to  the  faline.  And, 

5.  Some  experiments  would  feem  to 
fiiow,  that  the  faline  preparations  are 
merely  deprived  of  their  acid,  and  that  no 
farther  change  takes  place. 

CCCLIV. 

Hence  we  conclude,  that  mercury  re- 
ceives a  ftate  of  folution  in  the  animal 
fluids  without  any  farther  alteration;  that 
fome  of  them,  as  the  gaftric  fluids  and  fa- 
liva, are  more  capable  of  producing  this  fo- 
lution than  the  others.  Thus  the  form  of 
mercury  comes  indeed  to  be  changed,  tho' 
the  principle  on  which  its  adion  depends 
is  preferved ;  and  its  diftinguifliing  cha- 
raderiflic,  thereforct  we  contend,  to  be  a 

ftimulus 
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ftlmulus  of  a  penetrating  and  at  the  fam^ 
time  permanent  nature. 

CCCLV. 

We  have  thus  examined  the  different 
methods  of  introducing  mercury  into  the 
fyflem  ;  and  are  next  led  to  difcover  the 
different  views  which  authors  have  had  in 
this  introdu6lion,  or  the  various  modes  of 
pracSlice  with  mercury  in  conducting  the 
cure  of  lues  from  its  firft  appearance  ia 
Europe  to  the  prefent  period. 

CCCLVI. 

The  ufe,  then,  of  this  mineral  began, 
as  formerly  obferved,  from  the  external 
furface :  chemiftry  had  not  then  afforded 
any  preparation  fit  for  internal  ufe ;  and 
the  method  of  applying  it  was  equally 
coarfe  with  the  grofs  ftate  in  which  the  me- 
dicine was  then  ufed.  As  we  are  inform- 
ed by  Boerhaave  in  the  colledlion  of  an- 
cient authors,  publifhed  under  the  title  of 
Aphrodifiacus,  the  patient  was  rubbed 
from  head  to  foot;  and  that  with  fuch  a 

A  a  3  (quantity 
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quantity  of  the  ointment,  that  had  it  been 
active,  and  the  fricflions  with  it  properly 
conducted,  as  in  more  modern  times,  it 
muft  have  infalUbly  killed  him.  At  any 
rate,  its  efl^edls  were  fo  confiderable  as  to 
induce  the  moft  profufe  difcharges  ;  and 
under  thefe  the  patient  often  funk,  or  his 
conftitution  became  after  them  fo  impair- 
ed, as  to  drag  out  a  wretched  exiftence, 
the  vidlim  of  his  phyfician's  ignorance. 
It  was  in  this  ftate  of  pradlice  that  Hutten 
firft  introduced  the  guaiac ;  and  the  tor- 
ments attending  the  ufe  of  mercury  gave 
it  fuch  a  preferenpe,  as  to  plead  every  ex- 
cufe  for  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  its 
fuccefs  which  have  furprifed  fo  much  the 
authors  of  the  prefent  day.  As  the  be[l 
proof,  however,  of  the  truth  of  its  pre- 
carious operation,  we  find  the  pra(5\ice  with 
mercury  ftill  continued;  and  experience, 
at  leaft,  led  them  to  a  more  moderate  ap- 
plication of  it'  than  the  firft  praditioncrs 
Imagined  necefT^ry  to  its  fuccefs. 


CCCLVU, 
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CGCLVII. 

This  improvement  on  the  original  prac- 
tice we  term  the  Method  by  Salivation ; 
and  the  manner  of  conduamg  it  among 
the  French,  by  whom  it  has  been  moft  ge- 
nerally followed,  was  this :   The  patient 
was  prepared  for  undergoing  it  by  pre- 
vious venefeaion,  and  an  evacuation  of 
the  inteRines,  the  flcin  being  rendered  at 
the  fame  time  freely  perfpirable  by  the 
life  of  the  warm-bath.  The  fridions  were 
then  begun,  a  fet  of  linen  being  provided 
for  the  purpofe;  and  firft  made  on  the 
legs,  from  3ii.  to  3fs.  of  the  liniment  being 
confumed  at  a  time.    After  a  day's  inter- 
milTion,  during  which  they  frequently 
purged  the  patient,  the  fame  pradice  was 
renewed  to  the  thighs,  fhifting  the  linen 
imbued  with  the  medicine  to  thefe  feveral 
parts.  From  the  thighs  they  proceeded  in 
courfe  to  the  fuperior  extremities,  and  gra- 
dually occupied  every  part  of  the  furface, 
except  the  head  and  breall.    A  copious 
falivary  difcharge  foon  came  on ;  and  as 

A  a  4  this 
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this  they  reckoned  necefTary  to  the  cure, 
the  rules  for  conducing  it  were,  That  it 
fliould  not  exceed  four  or  fix  pounds  a- day, 
and  that  the  patient  fhould  lie  upon  one 
fide  to  promote  its  evacuation.  During 
this  courfe,  which  generally  lafted  from 
fix  weeks  to  two  nr^onths,  or  at  lealt  a 
fortnight,  after  the  difappearance  of  the 
venereal  fymptoms,  the  patient  was  to  be 
kept  on  a  low  regimen,  and  the  room 
Seated  to  at  leaft  60  degrees.  When  fi- 
niflied,  a  gradual  return  to  the  external 
air  was  only  permitted  ;  and  the  ufe  of  the 
warm  bath  and  fudorifics  for  forpe  time 
ftridlly  continued. 

CCCLVllI. 

The  inconveniences  of  this  mode  of 
pradice  were  fo  apparent  as  to  render  it 
foon  laid  afide,  and  it  feemed  but  a  very 
Coarfe  refinement  on  the  pradice  of  the 
firft  authors.  In  its  place  a  new  method 
was  recommended,  though  it  did  not  be- 
come very  general,  and  was  adopted  only 
^y  a  few  praditioners;  this  was  the  prac- 
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tiee  by  fumigation.  It  confafted  in  cover- 
ing the  patient  completely,  except  his 
head,  and  expofing  him  naked  to  the 
burning  fumes  of  cinnabar,  or  mercury 
combined  with  turpentine,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  other  perfumes.  He  was  then  re- 
moved to  his  bed,  and  kept  warm;  fo  that 
a  moft  profufe  perfpiration  came  to  be 
induced,  which  reduced  him  to  the  fame 
ftate  of  weaknefs  as  the  pradlice  of  faliva- 
tion,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  failed  often 
of  effecfting  a  cure.  It  is  at  prefent  ftill 
employed  topically  for  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain local  effe(fls  which  refift  the  ufual 
methods  of  treatment.  Some  years  ago, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  revive  it  in  France 
in  an  improved  way,  fo  that  the  danger 
of  the  former  method  might  be  avoided. 
This  was  by  preparing  the  mercury  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  nothing  extraneous  might 
appear  in  its  compolition ;  and  of  courfe 
the  danger  of  fumes  impregnated  with 
^rfenical  and  other  effluvia,  with  which 
the  mineral  in  its  crude  ftate  in  which 
}t  was  formerly  ufed  abounded,  might  be 
^  Ihunned, 


37^      CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE. 

fliunned.  But  though  deferving  appro- 
bation, it  by  no  means  became  general  j 
and  its  merit  refted  folely  with  the  author 
Dr  Lonette,  as  it  was  found  no  way  fupe- 
rior  to  the  other  methods,  and  inconve- 
nient in  the  application. 

CCCLIX. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  this  pradlce, 
which  was  often  attended  with  danger, 
as  many  venereal  fymptoms  were  obfer- 
ved  to  refift  the  ufe  of  fridtions  inducing 
falivation,  fome  practitioners  began  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  the  difcharge  was  not 
neceffary  to  the  cure ;  and,  of  courfe,  that 
if  employed  fo  as  not  to  occafion  it,  the 
application  of  the  remedy  might  be  ftill 
fuGcefsful.  This  opinion  was  firft  enter- 
tained by  the  Montpelier  phyficians ;  and 
is  termed  the  Method  by  Extindlion,  pro- 
ceeding on  the  principle  of  mercury  fpeci- 
fically  eradicating  the  difeafe.  The  man- 
ner of  condudling  it,  is  by  a  gentle  courfe 
of  fridlions,  fo  as  to  produce  no  fenfible 
operation  J  the  intervals  between  the  rub- 
bings 
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bings  being  confiderable,  and  determined 
with  regard  to  their  frequency  folely  by 
the  flate  of  conftitution  or  irritability  of 
the  patient;  and  by  this  method  the  dif- 
eafe  is  generally  removed  in  between  i8 
and  25  days,  the  ufual  term  by  which  in 
the  common  way  falivation  takes  place. 
Nor  in  this  cafe  is  the  ufual  preparation,  as 
employed  before  attempting  falivation,  ne- 
ceflary,  nor  is  the  health  of  the  patient 
impaired  by  the  great  difcharges  y/hich 
the  former  method  occafions.  Obferva- 
tion  naturally  led  to  this  mode  of  practice; 
for  it  was  remarked,  that  the  venereal 
fymptoms  begin  to  difappear  under  the 
life  of  mercury  before  falivation  is  indu- 
ced. Obflinate  cafes,  alfo,  which  have  re- 
fifted  falivation,  generally  yield  to  mer- 
cury in  fmall  quantities,  given  fo  as  not  to 
excite  any  difcharge  ;  and  the  beft  pradi- 
tioners  have  always  found  it  advifable,  in 
delicate  conftitutions,  or  in  thofe  who  pof- 
fefs  a  fcrophulous  or  fcorbutic  taint,  to 
purfue  the  fame  plan.  If,  therefore,  cu- 
ring in  thefe  cafes,  ic  was  contended,  why 

Ihould 
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ihould  it  be  employed  otherwife  in  ftronger 
conftitutions  ? 

CCCLX. 

But  feme  phyficians  were  of  opinion, 
that  by  this  method  a  fufBcient  quantity 
of  mercury  was  not  introduced  into  the 
fyftem;  and  as  they  judged  alfo  a  certain 
quantity  of  difcharge  ftill  neceftary  to  the 
cure,  and  wiftied  to  avoid  the  inconve- 
niences of  falivation,  another  method  was 
attempted,  which  we  have  ftyled  the  Me- 
thod by  Derivation.   It  was  firft  propofed 
by  Dr  Default,  a  Frencli  phyfician;  and  it 
confifted  in  preventing  the  irritation  of 
the  falivary  glands,  by  keeping  up  a  con- 
ftant  difcharge  from  the  inteftines.  The 
patient  was  prepared,  as  in  the  former 
method,  by  the  warm  bath,  and  every 
means  of  relaxing  the  {kin ;  the  virus  be- 
ing entangled,  according  to  his  opinion, 
in  the  watery  fluids,  and  the  relaxation, 
therefore,  of  the  body  being  neceffary  to 
admit  more  readily  their  difcharge.  He 
then  began  by  gentle  laxatives  to  produce 

an 
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an  irritability  of  the  inteftines;  after  which 
the  fridions  were  adminiiiered  in  the  fame 
number,  and  even  in  greater  quantity, 
than  where  a  faUvation  is  excited:  but 
attention  was  here  paid  that  a  diarrhoea 
fhould  be  kept  up  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  mercury  introduced;  and  if 
not  coming  on  fpontaneoufly  by  the  for- 
mer preparation,  repeated  dofes  of  jalap 
were  employed  to  efFedl  it.  The  reafons 
urged  in  favour  of  this  pradlice  were, 

1 .  That  you  can  thus  fecure  the  patient 
from  thofe  uneafy  and  often  dangerous 
fymptoms  that  attend  falivation ;  the  in- 
flammation of  thefe  parts  from  this  caufe 
often  proving  fatal. 

2.  Pain  is  thus  avoided,  by  the  cure  be- 
ing much  quicker  than  by  the  method  of 
falivation,  and  the  patient  is  allowed  the 
proper  ufe  of  thofe  parts  on  which  fufte- 
nance  depends. 

«  3.  A  habitual  falivation  is  thus  preven- 
ted, which  is  frequently  induced  by  a  mer- 
curial courfe  on  the  old  plan. 

In  objedion,  however,  to  this  method, 

it 
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it  mufl:  be  remarked,  that  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  the  retention  of  the 
mercury,  or  the  keeping  up  that  (late  of 
body  which  mercury  produces,  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  cure.  Wherever,  therefore, 
mercury  is  forced  off  in  this  way  as  foon 
as  entering  the  fyftem,  either  Co  much 
Imufl  remain  behind  as  is  neceifary  to  pro- 
duce this  ftate,  or  no  cure  will  take  place ; 
and  if  there  remain  fo  much,  there  is  no 
occafion  to  carry  it  farther  to  produce  any 
evacuation. 

CCCLXL 

TpESE,  then,  are  the  different  modes  of 
pradlice  founded  on  the  introdudlion  of 
mercury  from  a  porous  or  external  fur- 
face.  The  mofl:  preferable  of  them  is  that 
by  extindlion;  and  it  is  ftill  in  ufe  among 
modern  pracflitioners,  being  recommended 
fo  lately  as  even  by  the  authority  of  Dr 
CuUen.  It  prevails  very  much  at  Mont- 
pelier;  where  they  have  made  an  addition 
to  it,  by  enjoining  the  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath  for  20  or  30  times  before  the  appli- 
2  cation 
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cation  of  the  mercury,  without  increafing 
the  quantity  they  ufually  employed  by 
this  method;  and  by  this  preparation  they 
confider  the  fuccefs  of  the  remedy  as 
greater.  In  that  climate,  indeed,  it  is  lef? 
liable  to  be  hurtful. 

CCCLXIL 

The  laft  mode  of  pradlice,  where  the 
mercury  is  mofl  commonly  introduced 
from  a  fecreting  or  organic  furface  inftead 
of  an  external,  may  be  termed,  according 
to  the  theory  propofed,  the  Pradlice  by 
Irritation.  But,  before  confidering  it,  it 
will  be  proper  to  examine  the  means  of 
fulfilling  the  third  general  indication  in 
the  cure  of  lues;  which  is,  to  obviate  thofe 
fymptoms  that  arife  during  the  perform- 
ance of  the  former,  either  from  the  irrita- 
bility of  habit,  or  the  nature  of  the  reme- 
dies employed;  and  as  this  is  efFeded 
chiefly  by  different  ways  of  combining 
mercury,  the  different  compofitions  of 
authors  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes  merit 

attention. 
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attention,  which  are  mod  eafily  learned 
by  the  formation  of  a  table. 

CCCLXIII. 
TABLE  OF  MERCURY. 

Every  table  of  this  kind  may,  with  a 
view  to  pradlice,  be  properly  divided  into 
two  parts,  a  Chemical  and  Medical ;  the 
former,  arranging  the  fubjed\  according  to 
the  various  changes,  or,  as  we  call  them, 
preparations,  it  may  undergo ;  the  latter, 
marking  the  various  combinations  that 
may  be  made  to  modify  or  influence  the 
a^lion  of  its  chemical  ftate  in  the  human 
body. 

I.  CHEMICAL*. 

Mercury  in  its  native  form, 

Hydrargyrus  Purificatus,  L.  E. 
Is  abfolutely  inert,  and  becomes  adli've  only  in  a  mi' 
nutely  divided,  a  calcined,  or  a  faline  ftate. 

1.  It  is  minutely  divided  by, 

a  By  agitation,  as  in  Boerhaave's  Experiments. 

b  By 

*  For  the  arrangement  of  the  Chemical  part  the  authbr  is  indebted  t*^ 
Br  CJullen. 
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b  By  triture  with  various  vifcidsj  whence  the 
Hydrargyrus  Gummofus, 
Mellitus, 
Saccharatus, 
Alcahfatus, 
Unguinofus, 
Terebinthinatus. 

e  By  triture,  fufion,  or  fublimation  with  fulphur 
or  crude  antimony  j  whence 
^thiops  mineralis, 
Cinnabaris  fa£litia, 
^thiops  Antinionialis, 
Cinnabaris  Antimonii. 

2.  It  is  calcined  by  being  expofed  to  heat  and  air  5 

whence 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  per  fe. 

3.  It  is  brought  into  a  falJne  ftate, 
^  By  folution  in  various  acids;  as 

a  By  the  Muriatic, 

Mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus, 
Calomelas. 

b  By  the  Nitrous, 
Solutio  Mercurii,  E. 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  ruber. 


c  Bf 
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.  c  By  the  Vitriolic, 
Turpethum  Minerale. 

d  By  the  acid  of  Tartar, 

Terra  foliata  Mercurii,  Prejlavin. 

e  By  the  Acetous  acid, 

Pilula  five  Tragese,  Keyferi. 

f  By  the  acid  of  Phofphorus,  &c. 

B  By  precipiLation  from  acids  by  various  alkalis. 

a  From  the  Muriatic, 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  albus. 

b  From  the  Nitrous,  by  Vegetable  Alkali, 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  fufcus. 

c  From  the  Nitrous,  by  foflil  Alkali, 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis  bcheelii. 

d  From  the  Nitrous,  by  volatile  Alkali, 
Fulvis  cinereus. 

e  From  the  Muriatic  and  Tartarous  Acids,  by  Ve- 
getable Alkali. 
Pulvis  Argenteus. 

C  By 
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C  By  folutlon  with  compound  fubftances. 

a  Muriated  Mercury  with  copper, 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  viridis. 

b  Nitrated  Mercury  with  Sulphur, 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  niger. 

c  Nitrated  Mercury  with  Tartar, 
Pulvis  Conftantinus. 

d  Nitrated  Mercury  with  recent  Urine, 
Rofa  mineralis. 

e  Nitrated  Mercury  with  copper, 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  viridis. 


II.    MEDICAL  PART. 

Mercury,  in  order  to  its  operation  on  the  body, 
whatever  form  it  receives,  muft  be  abforbed  j  and 
hence  its  various  combinations  are  formed,  either  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  the  abforption  itfelf,  or  to  influence 
the  powers  of  the  remedy  after  being  abforbed ;  on 
which  principles  the  following  arrangement  of  Mercu- 
rial Medicines  may  be  made. 


Bb  2  I.  To 
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1.  To  facilitate  its  introdu£lion  into  furfaces, 

a  Into  the  external  furface  : 

Which  is  performed  by  its  various  union  with 
Oils  Natural  and  Effential  j  as  in  the 
Unguentum  Coeruleum,  Fort,  et  Mit. 
Ne-apolitanum, 
Mercuriale,  Drs  Cockburtii 
Ceratum  Mercuriale, 
Emplaftrum  Mercuriale,  &c. 

b  Into  the  internal  furface,  or  Primse  Vice : 

Which  is  efFecled  by  its  triture  either  with  bo- 
dies of  a  gritty  or  vifcid  nature  increafing 
the  minutenefs  of  its  divifion;  as  in  the 
Prseparata  Varia  Gummofa,  Domini  Plencky 
PiU  Mercur.  Commun.  E. 
Keyferi, 
j^lthiop. 
Bellofti, 
Bolus  Coeruleus, 
Pil.  Mercur.  L. 

2.  To  lelTen  its  action  on  furfaces ; 

Which  depends  on  its  admixture  with  vifcid 
bodies,  or  dilution  in  fluids. 

J  On  the  external  furface  or  Skin  in  a  morbid  flate : 
as, 

In  its  union  with  Oils,  or  Solution  in  watery 
fluids  }  the  forrfis  of  which  are, 

Inje(iiio 
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Inje(£tio  mercurialis, 
Unguentum  citrinum, 

e  Mercurio  prsecipltat. 

Calomelan,  Dr  SaunderSf 
Solutio  aquofa,  Fan  Swieten, 
Lotio  mercurialis,  Swediaueff 
^qua  phagedenica, 
aluminofa. 


S  On  the  internal  furface,  or  Primae  Vise  :  as, 

a  In  its  combination,  with  the  former  vifcid  bodies  in- 
creafmg  the  minutenefs  of  its  divifion,  where  their 
proportions  occafion  the  Mercury  to  be  very  widely 
difFufed  *;  and  to  this  head  belong  alfo  the 
Rob.  antifiphilitique, 
Syrup,  vegetal,  de  Bellet, 
de  Velnot. 

b  Its  diffufion  in  fluids;  as  in  the 
Solutio  fpirituofa.  Van  Swieten, 
Effentia  mercurialis,  Charas, 
Decodla  varia  lignorum,  cum  mercurio. 

3.  To  leflen  its  atlion  on  the  fyftem  at  large, 

B  b  3  '     ^  By 

•  It  is  obferved  by  Mr  Andrc'e  in  a  late  pubUcatjon,  that  Mr  PIcnck's 
preparation  often  feparates  in  the  ftoniach,  and  then  paffes  off  by  ftool; 
»  proof  of  the  propriety  of  this  divifion  \v&  have  made. 


39°      CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE. 


a  By  diminifhing  fcnfibility :  as 

In  its  junction  with  Sedatives,  particularly 
Opium  and  Camphor;  the  forms  of  which 
are, 

PIl.  e  Mercur.  Calcinat.  Anodyn. 
IMifaubin. 

Camphorat.  cum  Turpeth.  Mineral. 
Ung.  CamJ)horat.  Defpatureaux. 

b  By  diredlly  obviating  irritability;  as 

In  its  ufe  along  with  Tonics  or  Eflential  Oils. 

c  By  reducing  the  Mercury  to  a  more  inert  ftate, 

1 .  By  its  combination  with  other  minerals  ;  as 
in  the 

Mercury  divided  by  Sulphur  ajid  crude  Antimony, 
{vide  Chemical  part.) 
The  prefcriptions  of  which  are, 
Pulvis  -^thlopicus, 
AntilylTus  Sinenfis, 
-i^thiops  Antimonialis, 
Bolus  Cinnabarinus. 

2.  By  altering  the  quantity  of  particular  ingre-. 
dients,  giving  it  a  Saline  form,  and  thus  di- 
minifhing  the  adivity  of  its  Saline  ftate:  as 

In  the  preparations  from  the 
•Calomel ;  which  are 
Pil.  Plumnieri, 
Panacea  Mercurii. 

From, 
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From  the  Nitrated  Mercury  Calcined. 
The  milder  forms  of  which  are, 
Mercurius  Corallinus, 
Pulvls  Principis, 
Panacea  Mercurii  Rubra. 

N.  B-  It  is  not  Intended  in  this  tabic  to  give  all  the 
forms  of  Mercurial  Prefcriptions  employed,  but  only  to 
note  fo  many  of  the  common  preparations  as  may  illu- 
ftrate  the  arrangement  ehofen. 

CCCLXIV. 

In  this  manner  we  endeavour  to  arrange 
the  different  preparations  of  mercury  with 
a  medical  view;  and  before  leaving  the 
fubjed,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  fome 
of  the  principal  of  them  which  have  been 
employed  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 

CCCLXV. 

The  common  preparation  of  the  blue 
pill  has  been,  and  ftill  continues  to  be, 
very  generally  employed.  It  was  the  firft 
form  of  the  remedy  for  internal  ufe ;  and 
in  its  compofition  at  that  period,  two  cir- 
cumftances  were  attended  to  which  are 
now  entirely  difcarded. 

B  b  4  I.  To  f 

j 

1. 


s 
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1.  To  combine  it  with  cathartics,  by 
which  the  virus  correded  by  the  mercury 
might  be  expelled  from  the  body.  And, 

2.  With  nervines,  by  which  the  mercury 
itfelf  might  not  injure  the  conftitution. 

In  this  preparation,  however,  from  the 
experiments  of  Dr  Saunders  already  men- 
tioned, as  part  only  of  the  mineral  is  in  an 
adive  date,  the  quantity  introduced  into 
the  fyftem  cannot  be  depended  on. 

Mr  Plenck's  preparations  may  be  con- 
jidered  as  a  very  good  improvement  on 
the  former,  both  as  the  mercury  is  pre- 
vioufly  rubbed  with  a  gritty  fubftance 
(the  gum  Arabic  in  its  dry^form),  by 
■which  rjQore  of  it  will  pafs  into  an  a(5live 
ftate,  and  alfo  as  it  is  exhibited  in  a  more 
foluble  form ;  but  it  unluckily  frequently 
feparates  in  the  flomach,  and  the  greater 
part  of  it  then  pafTes  off  by  ftool. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  mercnrius 
faccl),aratus  and  alkalifatus ;  and  the  other 
methods  of  triturating  it  with  conferves, 
the  efficacy  of  which  proceeds  on  the  fame 
principle  with  thofe  of  Mr  Plenck. 

The 
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The  difFcrent  combinations  of  mercury 
with  other  minerals  are  feldom  ufed  for 
the  cure  of  venereal  complaints  at  prefent. 
When  employed,  it  is  chiefly  in  cutaneous 
difeafes,  from  their  fuppofed  conneaion 
at  times  with  this  fpecific  caufe;  and  as 
this  combination  gives  the  mercury. a  na- 
tural determination  to  the  furface,  an  in- 
dication always  pointed  at  in  fuch  affec- 
tions, at  the  time  of  Paracelfus  the  prepa- 
rations of  this  kind  received  from  him  and 
his  followers  the  particular  appellation  of 
Diaphoretic. 

The  mercurius  calcinatus  is  a  prepara- 
tion that^has  been  remarked  to  pofTefs  a 
great  deal  of  acrimony,  and  is  very  apt 
to  afFe(5l  the  bowels.  At  prefent,  it  is  in 
great  repute  in  London,  and  confider- 
ed  as  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful.  One 
grain  is  generally  reckoned  a  fufEcient 
dofe ;  though,  even  when  given  in  the 
fmalleft  quantity,  from  its  tendency  to 
affed  the  bowels,  it  requires  to  be  guarded 
with  opium.  It  is  this  preparation  which 
forpied  the  bafis  of  Mifaubin's  pill. 

CCCLXVI. 
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CCCLXVI. 

This,  then,  is  all  we  have  to  remark 
on  the  firft  divifion  of  the  chemical  part 
of  our  Table ;  and  we  come  next  to  enter 
upon  the  more  a(5live  preparations  which 
form  its  fecond  part,  or  thofe  of  a  faline 
nature.    For  long  after  the  appearance  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  in  Europe,  there  were 
only  three  methods  of  treating  it.  The 
firft  was  by  fridlions ;   the  fecond,  by 
guaiac  decocStions ;  and  the  third,  by  fu- 
migations with  cinnabar.  Of  thefe,  how- 
ever, the  mofl  general  was  by  fridions ; 
till  chemiflry  coming  into  repute,  fuch  a 
rage  for  alteration  took  place,  that  none 
but  faline  preparations  came  to  be  em- 
ployed ;   and  by  this  form  the  mineral 
was  fuppofed  to  have  its  virtues  increafed, 
or  to  be  deprived  of  its  fuppofed  noxious 
qualities.    From  the  effedl,  however,  of 
thefe  preparations,  or  rather  the  ignorance 
of  phyficians  in   their  proper  applica- 
tion, they  have  now  come  to  be  difcard- 
ed,  except  a  very  few;  the  principal  of 

which 
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which  is  the  corrofive  fubhmate,  form- 
ing at  prefent  the  bafis  of  many  quack 
remedies  in  great  repute.  It  was  firft 
propofed  by  Dr  Herman  of  Leyden  to 
be  ufed  in  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea.  His 
dofe  was  gr.  ii.  formed  into  a  pill  with 
liquorice;  and  he  remarks,  which  was  in- 
deed necelTary  from  the  largenefs  of  the 
dofe,  that  its  ufe  fliould  be  confined  to 
robuft  conftitutions.  Before  his  time, 
however,  it  had  begun  to  be  employed  in 
London  for  the  fame  complaint  by  an 
empiric,  as  we  are  informed  by  Dr  Turner, 
who  gave  it  diffolved  in  fpirit  of  wine. 
And  his  method  was,  to  difTolve  3i.  of  the 
preparation  in  !i.  of  fpirit;  and  of  this 
folution  he  gave  his  patient  10,  12,  or  15 
drops,  in  a  quantity  of  barley-water,  or 
any  light  decodion,  fo  that  his  patient 
had  but  one- fifth  of  a  grain  for  a  dofe; 
a  pradice  much  more  judicious  than  Dr 
Herman's.  Dr  Boerhaave  next  recom- 
mended this  preparation  ;  and,  in  his 
Chemiftry,  obferved  upon  it,  that  gr.  i. 
diffolved  in  5i.  of  any  diftilled  water^ 
3  '        '  proved 
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proved  an  excellent  cofmetic  ;  3i.  of  which 
foludon,  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  and 
foftened  with  fyrup  of  violets,  would  do 
wonders  in  the  removal  of  many  incurable 
maladies  ;  and  by  this  prad^ice  ^  gr. 
made  the  ufual  dofe  every  day.  But  this 
remedy,  fo  ftrongly  recommended  by 
Boerhaave,  was  firft  brought  into  regular 
pradice  by  his  difciple  Van  Swieten,  and 
its  fuccefs  eflablilhed  in  the  Lock  Hofpital 
at  Vienna,  by  his  recommendation  of  k 
to  Dr  Locher  phyfician  to  this  charity,  who 
has  publiflied  fome  very  excellent  prac- 
tical obfervations  on  its  ufe.  It  was  next 
carried  to  France :  but  its  fuccefs  there  was 
not  equal  to  what  happened  at  Vienna ; 
and  the  French,  indeed,  have  never  been 
fond  of  employing  this  preparation.  In 
Britain,  the  firft  introdudion  of  it  into 
pradice  was  owing  to  the  late  Sir  John 
Fringle.  It  was  by  him  recommended  to 
the  ,  notice  of  the  army  furgeons,  and  ac- 
counts of  its  fucdefs  publifhed  in  the  Me- 
dical Tranfadions  ;  from  which  it  appears 
a  medicine  of  very  quick  operation  in  the 

•  removal 
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removal  of  venereal  fymptoms,  being 
therefore  well  adapted  to  military  prac- 
tice. The  method  of  exhibiting  it  recom- 
mended by  Van  Swieten  was  fimply  this: 
Twelve  grains  of  the  preparation  were  by 
him  put  into  a  mattrafs  with  two  pounds 
of  ptyfan,  fubmitting  it  to  a  gentle  heat, 
and  frequently  fliaking  it,  till  the  prepa- 
ration came  to  be  difTolved.  Of  this  a 
table- fpoonful  was  to  be  taken  every  morn- 
ing fafting  for  25  or  30  days ;  fo  that  one 
grain  came  to  be  daily  ufed  ;  at  the  end 
of  which  period  a  cure  was  generally  ef- 
fe6led.  But  to  this  method  of  Van  Swie- 
ten fome  objections  may  be  made. 

1 .  The  difFufion  of  it,  in  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  watery  fluid,  does  not  allow  its, 
ftay  in  the  fyllem  to  be  fufiiciently  per- 
manent. Hence  we  find  the  excretions  of 
fweat  and  urine  moft  frequently  produced 
by  it. 

2.  From  its  ftrong  ftimulant  powers,  it 
pofleffes  always  a  tendency  to  acft  in  this 
way ;  which  fliould  rather,  by  the  form 
of  its  exhibition,  be  repreffed.    Some  au- 

3  thors 
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thors  therefore  have  very  properly  re- 
commeuded,  though  it  feems  merely  with 
the  view  of  leflening  its  irritation  on  the 
primas  vis,  its  ufe  in  a  folid  form.  On 
this  principle  it  was  employed  by  Mr 
Petit  of  Paris  in  the  form  of  pills,  giving 
to  the  quantity  of  half  a  grain  a-  day.  In 
the  fame;  form  Dr  Gairdner  of  Edinburgh 
has  likewife  ufed  it,  finding  thofe  incon- 
veniences avoided  which  attend  its  opera- 
tion in  a  diffufed  ftate.  It  was  from  the 
original  manner  then  of  ufing  this  prepa- 
ration that  phyficians  remarked  it  feldom 
effe(5led  a  complete  cure,  except  in  recent 
and  flight  cafes,  from  wanting  that  per- 
manence of  ac5lion  or  durability  of  ftimu- 
lus  on  which  the  fpecific  fuccefs  of  mer- 
cury in  the  extinction  of  this  difeafe  de- 
pends.  Hence,  in  modern  prddice,  they 
feldom  truft  to  it  alone;  it  being  com- 
mon to  employ  it  either  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  cure,  from  its  quick 
abatement  of  venereal  fymptoms,  its  di- 
ftinguifliing  charadleriftic  ;  or  when  fric- 
tions have  been  employed,  fo  that  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  termination  of  the  mercurial 
courfe,  the  abforbents  of  the  furface  tire 
of  taking  up  the  neceflary  quantity  of  the 
remedy,  it  is  given  fufpended  in  fome  of 
the  alterative  deco6lions  in  fmall  quantity 
in  order  to  complete  the  cure.  It  is  this 
preparation  which  forms  the  bafis,  as  we 
obferved,  of  the  Maredant's  drops  in  fb 
much  repute  in  London,  of  the  rob.  anti- 
fiphilitique  and  vegetable  fyrup  of  Velnot 
in  France ;  and  wherever  it  is  ufed  in  a 
fluid  form,  a  proportion  of  fal  ammoniac 
fliould  be  joined,  which  increafes  the 
quantity  of  it  receiving  folucion. 

But,  befides  the  internal  ufe  of  this  pre- 
paration, attempts  have  been  made  to  in- 
troduce it  alfo  from  an  external' fi^face. 
The  nrft  o£  thefe,  termed  the  Lavemens 
Mercurielles,  was  employed  in  France  with 
a  view  to  liiperfede  the  ufe  of  mercurial 
fridions.  it  confided  in  immerfing  the 
feet  in  a  ftrong  folution  of  corrofive,  and 
retaining  them  there  for  a  confiderable 
time,  fo  that  a  proportion  of  it  might  be 
abforbed  without  affeding  the  primse  viae. 
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But  the  fuccefs  of  this  pradice,  though 
efFedlual  in  fome  cafes,  could  not  always 
be  depended  on.  A  treatife  has  been  alfo 
publiflied  fome  time  ago  by  a  profelFdr  at 
Naples,  recommending  its  introdudion 
by  fridlions.  The  fituation  chofen  for  this 
purpofe  is  the  foles  of  the  feet,  the  fkin 
being  there  thickeft  ;  and  he  direds  that 
31.  of  the  preparation  be  reduced  to  a  very 
fine  powder,  then  mixed  with  !i.  of  axunge^ 
which  is  to  be  triturated  for  the  fpace  of 
12  hours,  fo  as  to  produce  an  intimate 
union,  sii.  of  which  are  to  be  rubbed  in 
each  night ;  and  he  remarks,  that  in  this 
way  he  has  found  it  cure  the  mofl  obfti- 
nate  cafes,  which  refifted  every  other  re- 
medy. 

The  next  faline  preparation  in  repute  is 
calomel.  It  is  much  milder,  in  confe- 
quence'of  the  mode  of  its  preparation, 
than  the  corrofive;  and  while  the  latter 
fliows  a  natural  tendency  to  the  Ikin  and 
kidneys,  it,  on  the  contrary,  always  affeds 
the  bowels.  It  is  the  preparation  in  moft 
efteem  at  Edinburgh  next  to  the  blue  pill ; 

but. 
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but,  from  its  particular  tendency,  it  re- 
quires to  be  exhibited  in  fmall  dofes,  ex- 
cept when  it  is  meant  to  ad  folely  as  a 
mercurial  purge.  This  tendency,  how- 
ever, is  much  lefTened  by  joining  it  with 
foap.  It  has  been  generally  fuppofed  beft 
adapted  to  recent  cafes,  where  there  pre- 
vails fome  degree  of  adive  inflammation  ; 
for  by  its  purgative  property  it  operates 
here  in  fome  meafure  as  an  antiphlogillic: 
but  there  is  fuch  a  variety  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  remedy  in  different  countries, 
that  it  cannot  be  depended  on. 

CCCLXVII. 

The  faline  preparations  with  the  ni- 
trous acid  come  next  in  order. 

Dr  Ward's  white-drop,  like  every  other 
quack  medicine,  we  are  little  acquainted 
with;  but  from  the  reputation  of  its  inven- 
tor, by  whom  it  was  very  generally  em- 
ployed, we  may  entertain  fome  idea  of  its 
fuccefs. 

Another  medicine  {imilar  to  it  is  La 
Motte's,  formerly  in  much  repute  at  Paris. 

Co  k 
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It  confifts  of  a  folution  of  the  red  preci- 
pitate, which  gives  it  a  bright  purple  co- 
lour ;  and  a  few  drops  of  this,  taken  in  a 
quantity  of  any  diluent  liquor,  were  ge- 
nerally reckoned  a  fufficient  dofe. 

Charas's  folution  is  a  lefs  a(5live  medi- 
cine than  either  of  the  former  ;  being  the 
common  nitrous  preparation  diluted  with 
24  times  its  weight  of  water.  B-y  this  di- 
lution a  great  part  of  the  mercury  preci- 
pitates ;  but  its  anchor  obferves,  that  fo 
much  ftill  remains,  and  in  that  highly 
divided  (late,  as  to  prove  a  nfeful  medi- 
cine. 

The  vegetable  fyrup  of  Bellet  was  at 
fifftin  great  efteem  in  France,  where  more 
quack  preparatio-ns  have  appeared  than 
any  where  elfe  ;  but  fince  its  compofuion 
has  been  gueffed  at,  lik^vmoft  other  me- 
dicines of  the  kind,,  its  infallibility  has  in  a 
great  meafure  vaniflied.  It  confifts,  accord- 
ing to  Dr  Swediauer,  of  nitrous  mercury,, 
precipitated  by  fixed  vegetable  alkaU^  and 
afterwards  diffolved  invitriolii:«fher,  when 
it  is  blended  with'  fome  agreeable  fyrup 

fa 
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fo  that,  from  its  compofition,  it  muft  pof- 
fefs  very  adive  powers,  though  we  can- 
not fpeak  of  the  pradiee  with  it  from  Ex- 
perience. 

In  the  unguentum  citrinnm,  the  adi- 
■vity  of  the  preparation  is  weakened  by  its 
union  with  an  oily  matter  blunting  itB 
natural  caufticity.  It  forms  a  very  power- 
ful remedy  in  cafes  of  venereal  eruptions, 
where  the  difeafe  unexpededly  breaks  out 
from  fome  remains  in  the  habit,  difcover- 
ing  itfelf  only  at  one  particular  fpot;  as  an 
eruption^  of  the  furfuraceous  kind  about 
the  roots  of  the  hair,  &c.  But  it  is  fel- 
dom  applied  to  common, venereal  ulcera- 
tions; and  even  when  ufed  in  thefe  erup- 
tive cafes,  it  requires  to  be  flill  farther 
weakened  by  the  addition  of  more  oily 
matter  than  what  ufually  enters  its  com- 
pofition. Thus  Dr  Cullen  recommends 
it  to  be  rubbed  down  with  double  its 
quantity  of  hog's  lard. 


G  c  2  GCCLXVII. 
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CCCLXVIIT. 

The  next  preparations,  according  to 
our  arrangement,  are  thofe  with  the  vi- 
triolic  acid.  ' 

The  turpeth  mineral  was  a  medicine 
formerly  of  much  repute ;  but,  from  its 
violent  efFeds  on  the  primse  vise,  it  is  now 
feldom  ufed,  except  where  it  is  meant  to 
^  a(5l  as  a  mercurial  emetic.  Where  it  is 
employed,  it  fhould  be  in  very  fmall  dofes; 
and  even  then,  its  powers  fhould  be  mode- 
rated by  the  addition  of  opium.  It  is  pre- 
tended by  fome  authors  to  be  more  ef- 
fe(flual  than  any  ©ther  preparation  of  mer- 
cury in  obftinate  venereal  eruptions  of  the 
flcin. 

CGCLXIX. 

The  faline  preparations,  hitherto  enu- 
merated are  thofe  formed  by  folution  in 
the  mineral  acids.  But  praditioners, 
wifhing  to  leffen  the  cbrrofive  nature  of 
thefe  preparations,  which  they  afcribed  to 
the  virulence  of  the  acids  forming  them, 

inftead 
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inftead  of  the  mineral,  attempted  to  forni 
them  by  fohition  in  acids  of  a  weaker 
kind;  by  which  their  cauftic  efFeds  might 
be  weakened,  and  their  fuccels  as  mercu- 
rials ftill  preferved.  On  this  principle  a 
number  of  preparations  were  compofed ; 
the  principal  of  which,  deferving  atteacion, 
are,  Keyfer's  pill,  and  the  terra  fohaua  of 
Dr  Preflavin. 

CCCLXX. 

The  Kevfer's  pill  is  formed  by  the  fo- 
lution  of  mercury  in  the  acetous  acid; 
previous  to  which,  to  render  its  folution 
more  complete,  by  freeing  it  of  any  extra- 
neous matter,  it  undergoes  repeated  tritu- 
rations, and  is  palTed  through  a  watery 
fluid:  and  after  having  finiflied  the  feveral 
preparatory  procelTes,  it  is  formed  with 
manna,  or  any  other  faccharine  fubftance, 
into  pills.  Their  introduclion  into  France 
met  at  firft  with  confiderable  oppofition. 
An  opportunity  being  given  for  their  ad- 
miniftration  in  the  Bicetre  by  the  furgeon 
of  that  inflitution,  they  were  not  attended 

G  c  3  with 
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with  that  faccefs  which  the  accounts  of 
their  inventor  led  pra(!5litioners  to  expedl. 
To  judge,  however,  in  an  unprejudiced 
manner  of  Keyfers  pill,  we  may  remark, 

1.  That  it  is  a  faline  preparation ;  con- 
fequently  it  muft  pofTefs  the  fame  adilivity 
with  any  preparation  of  the  mineral  in 
that  ftate. 

2.  It  is  carefully  freed  from  any  extra- 
neous matter  before  its  faline  ftate  is  form- 
ed. And, 

3.  The  acid  with  which  it  is  combined 
is  of  a  weaker  nature  than  moft  others. 

On  thefe  accounts  ic  muft  be  a  medi- 
cine of  conftderable  efficacy;  though  the 
enumeration  of  its  advantages  over  fric- 
tions, the  common  method  employed  in 
France,  is  by  no  means  ajuft  way  of  de- 
termining its  real"  merit,  as  all  the  other 
internal  preparations  that  do  not  ad  with 
too  much  violence  poftefs  the  fame  advan- 
tages. Ic  has  feldom  been  ufed  in  this 
country,  as  the  procefs  of  preparing  it 
previous  to  its  folution  is  too  tedious. 


CCCLXXL 
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CCCLXXI. 

The  Terra  Foliata,  fo  termed  by  Dr 
Preflavin  the  inventor,  proceeds  on  the 
fame  principle  with  the  former,  being  a 
combination  of  mercury  with  cream  of 
tartar.  The  views  of  the  author  in  form- 
ing this  preparation  were, 

1.  That  it  fliould  poflefs  the  fame  ad- 
vantages with  the  other  preparations  with 
the  weaker  acids,  in  being  ufed  with  more 
fafety  than  the  ftrong  faUne  compofitions, 
and  being  at  the  fame  time  fufhciently  ac- 
tive to  effedt  a  cure.  And, 

2.  That  the  body  giving  it  the  faline 
Hate  fliould  poffefs  ftronger  powers  of  fo- 
lubiUty  than  any  other  fimilar  body  of  the 
fame  flrength,  and  thus  that  more  real 
mercury  might  enter  into  the  compofition 
of  the  preparation;  the  latter  being  on  this 
account,  according  to  common  opinion, 
more  fuccefsful  in  the  cure. 

For  thefe  reafons  it  defer ves  to  be  per- 
haps preferred  to  Keyfer's  pill ;  but  the 
4ifEcuky  of  forming  fuch  preparations  has 

C  c  4  been 
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been  one  great  reafon  that  they  have  nevci 
coQie  into  general  pea6lice;  and  their  me- 
rit, therefore,  has  commonly  refled  with 
the  original  inventors ;  to  wrhom  the  ftricfleO: 
credit  in  their  details  of  their  fuccefs  is 
not  always  due. 

CCCLXXII. 

But  before  the  folution  of  mercury 
with  the  weaker  acids  took  place,  which 
is  of  more  modern  difcovery,  pradlitioners, 
in  order  to  diminifh  the  powers  of  the  fa- 
line  preparations,  endeavoured  to  feparate 
the  mercuty  from  its  combination,  by 
which  part  of  its  virulence  acquired  in 
folution  might  be  loft ;  and  thus  the  pre- 
cipitates came  to  be  formed.  Their  man- 
ner of  doing  this,  however,  did  not  always 
lend  to  lefFen  the  a(5livity  of  the  prepara- 
tion ;  hence  they  found  by  experience 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  w^re  unfit 
for  internal  ufe. 


CCCLXXIII. 
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CCCLXXIII. 

The  firO:  way  they  attempted  it  was 
by  abftradion  of  the  original  acid  by 
calcination  of  the  faline  body ;  buc  what 
it  loft  in  power  by  the  diffipation  of  its 
acid,  it  gained  here  in  a  different  way  by 
the  procefs  of  calcination  *. 

The  next  method,  therefore,  was,  with- 
out calcination,  to  attempt  the  removal  of 
the  acid  by  the  addition  of  fuch  bodies 
as  poffelled  a  more  powerful  attradion 
for  it  than  the  mercury  or  alkalis.  But 
in  very  few  cafes  can  this  deftrudion  of 
acid,  even  by  alkalis,  where  it  is  com- 
bined with  mercury,  be  entirely  accom- 
^  plifhed  ;  and  where  any  portion  remains, 
the  preparation  ftill  retains  a  great  lliare 
of  its  adivity. 

To  affift,  then,  the  adion  of  alkalis, 
which  was  found  incomplete,  recourfe  was 

next 

*  It  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  a  complete  calcina- 
tion ;  for  the  calces  of  metals  are  generally  infoluble, 
and  confequently  inert,  but  fo  far  only  as  they  retain 
^heir  a6live  ftate. 
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next  had  to  the  affiftance  alfo  of  heat,  con*- 
fifting  in  a  combination  of  the  two  for- 
mer methods  ;  but  by  this  fecond  procefs 
the  mildnefs  acquired  by  abftradion  of 
acid  was  counteradled  by  the  degree  of 
calcination  they  received,  fo  that  they  were 
experienced  ftill  very  powerful. 

From  the  want  of  fuccefs,  therefore,  to 
render  them  milder  in  this  way,  inftead  of 
the  aikaJis,  a  trial  was  next  made  of  ef- 
.fe6ling  the  fame  end  by  their  combi- 
nation with  compound  fubftances  ;  but 
the  fame  expofure  to  heat  being  in  the 
greater  number  of  inflances  neceflary  to 
accomplifh  their  union,  the  fame  efFedl 
was  experienced  to  attend  thefe  compo- 
fitions  in  their  ftill  retaining  a  very  a6live 
ftate.  Hence  the  only  method  to  render 
faline  preparations  milder  confifts  in  the 
abftradtion  of  the  original  acid  as  much 
as  pofTible,  without  allowing  any  farther 
procefs  to  take  place, 


CCCLXXIV. 
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CCCLXXIV. 

As  the  ftrength  of  fallne  preparations 
depends  on  the  quantity  of  acid  originally- 
entering  their  compofition,  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  importance  in  each  preparation 
of  this  kind  to  afceriain  its  proportion  to 
the  mercury,  by  which  we  may  judge  a 
priori  of  its  power  as  a  medicine.  Thus, 
in  the  red  precipitate,  which  is  one  of  J:he 
moft  adive,  we  find  that  the  proportion 
of  the  acid  is  to  mercury  as  five  to  one, 
and  in  the  turpeth  mineral  as  four  to  one. 
.Hence,  to  form  a  general  opinion  of  the 
ftrength  of  mercurial  preparations,  we 
obferve,  that  the  common  triturated  ones 
are  but  partially  adlive,  while  the  faline 
and  calcined  are  entirely  fo.    Thus  half 
a  grain  of  calcined  mercury  is  equal  to 
nine  or  ten  of  the  triturated ;  half  a  grain 
of  the  corrofive  is  equal  to  a  whole  grain 
of  the  calcined ;  and  three  grains  of  ca- 
lomel, from  its  fmall  proportion  of  acid, 
are  not  equal  to  one  grain  of  the  calcined. 


CCCLXXV. 
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CCCLXXV. 

We  h  ave  thus  ofFejed  a  general  flcetch 
of  the  difFerent  means  of  fulfilling  the 
third  indication  in  the  cure  of  lues. 
One  fyniptom,  however,  has  been  fuppo- 
fed  in  a  fpecific  manner  to  arife  from  the 
adion  of  mercury,  which  every  author  has 
endeavoured  to  explain,  though  it  flill  re- 
mains a  point  involved  in  much  difficulty. 
This  is  the  increafed  difcharge  of  faliva 
which  has  always  a  tendency  to  occur 
under  its  ufe. 

CCCLXXVI. 

The  laft  and  moft  ingenious  theory  on 
this  head  is  that  propofed  by  Mr  Plenck. 
He  obferves,  that  mercury  poiTefies  a  par- 
ticular attraction  for  mucus  and  faliva, 
and  that  its  folution  in  thefe  fluids  more 
readily  takes  place  than  in  any  other.  The 
parts  about  the  throat  are  in  a  particular 
manner  difpofed  to  the  fecretion  of  thefe 
fluids  ;  and  hence  mercury  prefent  in  the 
fyftem  is  determined  by  a  fpecific  adlion  to 

this 
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this  fituation.  It  ads,  however,  he  admits, 
more  efpecially  upon  the  mucous  glands  ; 
and  the  faUvary  are  excited  as  well  by  their 
fympathy  with  and  neighbourhood  to  the 
former  as  by  its  attraction  for  them. 
Hence  he  concludes,  that  an  affinity  with 
thefe  fluids  gives  the  mercury  a  fpecific 
determination  to  this  fource.  But  every 
day's  experience  proves  the  impropriety  of 
chemical  theory,  or  the  application  of  the 
laws  of  that  fcience  to  an  animated  body, 
governed  by  peculiar  laws,  as  a  founda- 
tion for  its  pathology. 

CGCLXXVII.  . 

To  explain  therefore  the  prefent  fymp- 
tom,  we  obferve,  that  the  adlion  of  mer- 
cury is  chiefly  difplayed  on  the  more  mi- 
nute veflels  or  lymphatic  fyfl:em.  The 
parts  of  this  fyftem  where  its  retention  or 
permanence  of  adion  is  mofl:  favoured  are 
the  glands,  from  their  complex  ftrudure 
and  the  particular  mode  of  their  circula- 
lation.  The  neck  and  head,  efpecially  the 
former,  are  the  firuations  where,  of  all 

other? 
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Others  in  the  body,  thefe  glands  are  molt 
numerous^     They  are  likewife  expofed 
herCj  which  is  not  the  cafe  fo  much  elfe- 
where,  to  an  additional  irritation,  befides 
the  ufe  of  the  fpecific,  the  adion  of  cold. 
Hence,  where  the  lymphatic  fyftem  is 
affected  to  fuch  a  degree j  as  to  produce 
much  irritation  of  thefe  parts,  for  a  cer- 
tain degree  is  neceifary,  though  varying 
in  different  conftitutions,  they  muft,  from 
their  greater  expofure  to  external  caufes,- 
become  fwelled  and  painful^  affedling 
all  the  neighbouring  parts.    Hence,  pre- 
vious to  falivation,  all  the  parts  about 
the  throat  appear  red  and  fwelled ;  and, 
In  proof  of  the  increafed  a(5lion  of  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem,  the  teeth  even  begin  to 
vacillate  in  their  fockets.     The  parts,, 
however,  where  the  effedls  of  this  irrita- 
tion moft  evidently  appear,  are  the  glands 
conveying  an  excretion  ;  which  will  be  in- 
creafed to  a  morbid  degree  as  long  as  the 
neighbouring  lymphatic  glands  remain  in 
this  morbid  ftate. 
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CCCLXXVIIT. 

In  fupport  of  this  theory,  we  find, 

1.  That  a  fudden  expofure  to  cold, 
under  the  ufe  of  mefrcury,  will  at  once 
produce  falivation,  where  no  previous 
fymptoms  of  it  occurred. 

2.  That  no  other  evacuation,  without 
carrying  off  the  mercury  altogether  on 
its  firft  entrance  into  the  fyflem,  before 
its  adion  is  exertedj  will  prevent  faliva- 
tion. 

3.  Salivation  fooner  enfues  when  the 
mercury  is  introduced  diredlly  from  the 
external  furface  into  the  lymphatic  fy- 
ftem.  p 

4.  This  efFedl  is  not  fpeeifically  confined 
to  mercury  ;  but  attends  alfo  certain  e- 
ruptive  difeafes,  efpecially  the  fmall-pox, 
where  thefe  parts  of  the  throat  are  very 
much  affeded.  And, 

5.  Salivation  fooner  enfues  in  propor-* 
tion  to  the  retention  of  the  preparation 
ufed  in  the  body.    Thu«  all  the  very  fti- 

mulating 
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mulating  preparations  are  apt  to  excite  ra- 
ther the  excretions  of  fweat  and  urine. 

CCCLXXIX. 

From  this  view,  the  prevention  of  faU- 
vation  may  be  reduced  to  three  heads. 

1.  In  enjoining  a  gradual  exhibition  of 
mercury,  fo  that  the  irritation  it  exerts  on 
the  lymphatic  fyftem  may  never  rife  to  that 
height  which  occafions  a  fwelling  of  the 
glands  in  this  fituation. 

2.  In  avoiding  the  application  of  thofe 
powers  which  feniibly  increafe  irritation 
here,  as  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
particularly  a  quick  fucceffion  of  either. 
And, 

3.  In  diminifliing  the  fufceptibility  of 
the  parotids  to  receive  the  irritation  of 
the  neighbouring  glands,  fo  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  mercury  may  be  accumulated 
without  any  fuch  efFedl;  and  in  this  view 
the  topical  application  of  fedatives  has  been 
recommended  by  Mr  Kunter. 


GCCLXXX. 
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CCCLXXX. 

We  proceed  now  ro  the       method  of 
pradlice,  founded  on  the  theory  of  the 
difeafe  we  have  endeavoured  to  fupport ; 
which  we  have  termed  the  Method  by 
Irritation.  . 

As  the  difeafe  is  rendered  more  adlive 
in  proportion  to  the  fenfibility  of  the  fy- 
ftem,  we  would  advife  the  lefTening  this 
by  the  ufe  of  opium  for  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  the  exhibition  of  other  remedies. 
The  ufe  of  mercury  is  then  to  be  begun ; 
and  it  may  be  introduced  either  from  a 
fecreting  or  organic  furface.    If  from  the 
firfl,  thofe  preparations  are  to  be  chofen 
in  which  a  very  minute  divifion  of  its 
parts  takes  place,  without  any  highly  fti- 
mulating  powers  j  as  the  mercurius  cine- 
reus  and  calomel ;  and  much  attention  is 
to  be  paid  that  a  proper  abforption  of  them 
be  effeded.    But  where  its  introdu(5tion 
into  the  flomach  is  preferred,  the  very  ac- 
tive preparations  are  to  be  employed ; 
particularly  the  corrodve  and  mercurius 

D  d  calcinatus. 
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calcinatus.  They  are  to  be  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  and  defended  from  producing  any 
violent  efFeds  on  the  primas  vise  by  junc- 
tion with  fedatives  whereever  fymptoms 
of  increafed  difcharge  occur  to  a  morbid  » 
degree;  as  they  debilitate  the  fyftem,  and 
are  unneceflary  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
the  ufe  of  mercurials  is  to  be  intermitted 
till  they  depart,  and  opium  alone  in  full 
dofes  exhibited.    In  this  way  is  the  courfe 
to  be  conntiued  till  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe  depart ;  and  the  fame  rules  are  to 
be  obferved  here  as  in  the  practice  by  the 
other  methods.     Wherever,  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  much  irritability  of  con- 
flitutioh  appears,   the  bark  and  tonics 
fliould  be  ufed  during  the  courfe.    It  has 
been  a  cuftom  among  the  French  always 
to  premife  the  cure  of  lues  by  bleeding. 
This  is  evidently  a  proof  of  the  adion  of 
mercury  as  a  ftimulant,  which  they  wiflied 
to  reprefs ;  and  therefore  they  either  ufed 
the  mercury  in  too  great  quantity,  or,  by 
taking  off  its  efFeds  confiding  in  its  irrita- 
tion, they  retarded  the  cure;  for  bleeding 

is 
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is  never  to  be  ufed  in  lues,  except  in  fome 
particular  cafes  of  local  congeftion  from 
its  primary  adlion. 

CCCLXXXt. 

Though,  in  defcribing  the  different 
methods -of  pracflice,  a  certain  time  has 
been  mentioned  as  neceffary  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  medicine  in  order  to  its  fuccefs 
in  effedling  a  cure,  yet  this  is  only  to  be 
taken  in  a  very  general  way ;  and  perhaps 
one  of  the  nicefl  points  in  pracflical  know- 
ledge is  to  determine  when  the  difeafe  is 
properly  fubdued,  or  when  the  degree  of 
acflion  neceffary  to  its  decay  has  been  long 
enough  continued.  The  circumflances 
from  which  authors  commonly  judge 
are, 

li  The  time  the  remedy  has  been  em- 
ployed, which  extends,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  cafe^  from  thirty  days  to 
three  months. 

2.  Its  effeds  on  the  fyftem, 

3»  The  quantity  itfelf  employed. 

4.  The  colour  of  the  difeafed  parts ; 

D  d  2  which, 
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which,  after  being  healed,  lofe  much  of 
their  former  rednefs.  And, 

5.  Their  feel ;  the  hardnefs  of  edge  be- 
xng  entirely  gone. 

Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  fuppofed  tefts,  we 
have  no  certain  criterion  by  which  to  de- 
cide this  point.  We  can  only  judge  from 
experience,  which  is  here  the  bed  guide ; 
and  the  remedy  fliould  always  be  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  after  the  difappear- 
ance  of  fymptoms. 

CCCLXXXII. 

It  has  been  a  general  remark  of  all  authors, 
that  the  cure  of  lues  by  mercury  in  a  tem- 
perate or  a  warm  climate  is  more  expedi- 
tious than  in  any  other  fituation.  hi  a  warm 
climate  there  prevails  a  natural  increafed 
fenfibility  of  furface,  and  the  a(5lion  of 
the  abforbent  fyftem  correfponding  with 
it  is  aifo  more  confiderable.  Hence  mer- 
cury will  have  more  efFe(5l  in  exciting  the 
>  lymphatics,  and  the  fenfibility  of  furface 
will  be  at  the  fame  time  lefs  liable  to  re- 
ceive a  morbid  impreflion  from  cold  pro- 
ducing 
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ducing  internal  determinations.  It  is  on 
this  account  the  climate  of  Moncpelier  and 
feme  others  have  been  found  fo  efFedual 
for  the  cure  of  lues. 

cccLxxxiir. 

From  the  theory  delivered  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe  we  have  endeavoured 
to  eftablifh  the  locality  of  its  nature; 
and  from  this  circumflance,  independent 
of  the  mercurial  courfe,  wherever  local 
applications  can  be  made  to  the  affedled 
parts,  the  cure  will  be  greatly  expedited  by 
their  addition,  and  a  fmaller  quantity  of 
mercury  be  fufEcient  to  excite  that  gene- 
ral adlion  of  the  fyftem  neceflary  to  the 
decay  of  the  difeafe  when  the  difeafed  parts 
are  locally  attacked.  Hence  we  find  thefe 
local  efFeds  frequently  refill  the  ufe  of  in- 
ternal remedies;  and  though  the  taint  has 
ceafed  to  a6l,  the  local  appearance  dill  re- 
mains. 

If  there  is  only  fimple  inflammation  and 
fwelling,  no  local  treatment  will  be  necef- 
fary. 

Dd3  Where 
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Where  ulceration  takes  place,  the  fame 
rules  will  apply  which  were  formerly  di<- 
xeded  in  the  treatment  of  chancre ;  ma- 
king allowance  for  the  fituation  of  the  ul- 
ceration, whether  on  an  external  or  internal 
furface,  as  more  caution  is  necefTary  ia 
the  ufe  of  remedies  in  the  laft,  particularly 
when  in  the  throat. 

Where  nodes  arife,  the  treatment  is 
more  difficult,  and  they  form  the  mod 
obftinate  circumftance  met  with  in  vene- 
real pradice.  Thtre  are  two  methods  of 
praflice  to  which  their  treatment  may  be 
reduced. 

1.  Attempting  refolution  by  the  applica- 
tion of  blifters  to  the  part;  rubbing  mercu- 
rial ointment  into  it;  or,  what  is  preferable 
to  either  of  thefe,  making  an  incilion  into 
the  bone,  fo  as  to  reduce  it  to  a  common 
fore. 

2.  Allowing  fuppuration  to  proceed,  or 
an  abfcefs  to  form ;  but  there  is  dangec, 
before  this  takes  place,  of  the  bone  itfelf 
becoming  affeded.  If  the  difeafe  has  con- 
tinue4  any  time  before  the  node  is  form- 

edj 
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it  is  to  be  confidered  entirely  as  a  local- 
afFedlion,  and  is  incapable  of  comnaunica^ 
ting  any  adive  ftate  of  difeafe;  and  there- 
fore the  matter  formed  in  fuch  an  abfcefs, 
tho*  abforbed,  poffefTes  no  fpecific  powers. 
Such  abfceffes,  on  this  account,  fliould  be 
opened  largely,  and  created  in  the  ordinary 
way;  and  as  the  bone  is  generally  afFedled, 
exfoliation  fliould  be  allowed  to  take  place. 

Befides,  the  bones  themfelves,  from  the 
internal  furface  or  periofteum  covering 
alfo  the  ligaments  and  tendinous  fafcia, 
thefe  come  at  times  to  be  afFecfled,  and 
fuppurations  form  which  it  is  difficult  to 
detecft.  For  though  it  is  a  rule,  that  when 
matter  is  formed  it  works  outwards  to  the 
furface  ;  yet  where  it  happens  in  the  faf- 
cia, from  the  firmnefs  and  toughnefs  of 
their  texture,  fuch  a  refiftance^s  formed 
to  its  paffage  in  this  way,  that  it  runs 
along  under  the  contiguous  parts :  and 
hence  proceeds  the  difficulty  of  difcover- 
ing  it.  When  deteded,  however,  there 
is  nothing  peculiar  required  in  the  treat- 
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ment ;  but  an  opening  fliould  be  made  as 
foon  as  poffible  for  the  evacuation. 

CCCLXXXIV. 

The  laft  circumftance  to  be  regarded  in 
a  particular  manner  in  the  treatment  of 
this  difeafe  is  the  management  of  the  con- 
flitution  itfelf.    It  was  formerly  the  cu- 
ftom,  and  ftill  prevails  with  many,  to  in- 
culcate very  ftri6l  rules  with  regard  to 
regimen.     The  moft  antiphlogiftic  plan 
was  generally  employed,  and  the  ufe  of 
thin  diluent  fluids  ftrongly  recommendr 
ed.    By  this  itfelf  even  a  tendency  to  in- 
creafed  difcharges  was  given,  independent 
of  the  adion  of  mercury,  from  the  na- 
tural diftention  of  the  veflels  it  produ- 
ced, but  more  efpecially  when  the  patients 
were  under  the  ufe  of  the  mineral.    It  is 
to  Mr  Hunter  originally  we  are  indebted 
for  our  improvement  in  this  refpe(ft.  He 
very  jufl.ly  obferved,  that  the  a6\ion  of 
mercury  was  independent  of  any  ali- 
ment received,  and  no  way  counteraded 
by  it. 

CCCLXXXV. 
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CCCLXXXV. 

We  have  thus  confidered  the  various 
methods  of  treating  the  venereal  difeafe  in 
its  conftitutional  flate  ;  but  frequently, 
after  the  ufe  of  mercury  has  been  conti^ 
nued  a  proper  time,  the  local  appearances 
ftill  remain  or  continue  to  increafe.  This 
fituation  of  the  difeafe  has  been  generally 
diftinguifhed  under  the  name  of  Venereal 
Complaints  Incurable  by  Mercury  ;  and 
under  it  we  would  comprehend  two  op- 
pofite  ftates  of  parts,  which  require  an  ac- 
curate diftindion. 

CCCLXXXVI. 

The  firft  is  a  ftate  of  morbid  irritability; 
and  is  always  the  effed  of  mercury,  either 
from  its  too  free  ufe  in  any  conftitution, 
or  its  ufe  even  in  fmall  quantity  in  a  very 
irritable  habit;  and  it  may  either  exift 
with  the  fpecific  taint  ftill  remaining  in 
the  part,  or  with  the  latter  having  loft  its 
fpecific  difpoficion.  The  great  art  is  in 
diftinguifhing  thefe  different  circumftan- 

ces ; 
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ces ;  for  the  general  appearance  of  the 
conftitution  will  determine  when  this  ex- 
cefs  of  irritability  is  prefent.    This  ftate 
was  more  common  formerly,  conjoined 
with  a  fpecific  taint;  when  an  opinion  pre- 
vailed, that  too  much  mercury  could  not 
be  ufed  for  the  extindion  of  the  difeafe, 
particularly  in  the  very  early  periods  of 
pracftice ;  and  which  led  fome  pradition- 
ers,  from  reviewing  the  effeds  produced 
by  fuch  pradlice,  to  compare  the  confe- 
quences  of  mercury  to  that  ftage  of  debi- 
lity or  weaknefs  which  fucceeds  a  fhort- 
lived  acute  febrile  difeafe,  and  which  may 
be  confidered  too  as  a  proof  of  the  parti- 
cular mode  of  acflion  of  mercury.  Hence 
the  parts,  from  their  very  irritable  ftatc, 
incapable  of  bearing  a  continuance  of  the 
medicine,  become  daily  worfe  under  its 
application  ;  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  a  cure 
was  generally  effecf^ed,  not  by  changing  the 
preparation,  as  fome  pracSlitioners  attemp- 
ted, but  by  intermitting  entirely  its  ufe; 
when,  by  the  renewal  of  the  conftitution, 
this  fymptom  coming  to  depart,  the  ufe 

of 
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of  mercury,  by  being  more  eafily  fnppon- 
ed,  came  to  be  efFedual ;  and  this  prac- 
tice is  Hill  continued  by  thofe  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  modern  pradice 
of  repreffing  the  irritability  of  the  fyftern 
at  all  times  under  the  ufe  of  mercury.  At 
prefent,  however,  when  this  fymptom  takes 
place,  the  parts  have  generally  lofl  their 
fpecific  difpofition ;  and  it  depends  on  a 
natural  ftate  of  habit,  morbidly  increafed 
by  the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  which  requires 
to  be  obviated.  Hence,  of  late,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  opium  and  cicuta  as  fedatives  in 
removing  thefe  complaints. 

CCCLXXXVII. 

The  other  ftate  of  parts  which  fucceeds 
the  conftitufional  difeafe  is  indolence;  and 
may  be  defined,  the  continuance  of  irrita- 
tion on  a  part  till  it  is  no  longer  fufcep- 
tible  of  its  action.  It  is  always  [partial ; 
and  the  fores  here  acquire  a  callofity  of 
edge,  with  an  abfence  of  pain  and  want  of 
inflammation,  which  diftinguifhes  them 
abundantly  from  the  former.    It  occurs 

generally 


428      CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASE. 

generally  in  the  phlegmatic  conftitution, 
where  the  vital  energy  of  the  part  is  foon 
exhaufted;  and  hence  we  find  it  is  only 
time  which  here  efFeds  a  cure.  Tonics 
have  been  ufually  employed,  of  which  you 
will  find  a  long  lift  mentioned  by  DrSwe- 
diauer ;  but  they  have  by  no  means  been 
very  fuccefsful:  and  to  the  parts  them- 
felves,  warm  aromatic  applications,  fea- 
water,  &c. 

CCCLXXXVIII. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  thefe  two  ftates,  in  particular  cafes, 
is  often  difficult.  This  occurs  chiefly 
where  they  are  partial,  and  where  no  ge- 
neral diagnoftics  can  be  drawn  from  the 
appearance  of  the  conftitution  at  large.  In 
fuch  cafes,  the  fores  have  pretty  much  the 
fame  appearance.  We  can  then  only  judge 
from  the  efFe(5ls  of  remedies ;  and  time, 
and  the  giving  up  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
without  any  other  applications,  are  always 
to  be  confidered  as  at  leaft  one  chief  part 
of  the  cure. 

CCCLXXXIX. 
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CCCLXXXIX. 

From  what  has  been  delivered  on  the 
hiftory  and  treatment  of  the  conftitutional 
difeafe,  the  following  aphorifms  may  be 
formed. 

1.  The  only  efFedlual  cure  of  lues  vene- 
rea, in  this  climate,  is  to  be  made  by  means 
of  mercury,  however  difguifed ;  and  the 
great  objedt  in  ufing  it  confifts, 

a.  In  conda<5ling  it  fo  as  to  prove  ef- 
fedual.  And, 

b»  In  avoiding  the  feveral  inconvenien- 
ces which  generally  attend  its  appli- 
cation. 

2.  The  preference  which  mercury  has 
acquired  depends  on  its  peculiar  operation 
on  the  fmaller  feries  of  vefTels  which  form 
the  feat  of  the  venereal  difeafe ;  and  by 
the  adion  of  thefe  veffels,  more  particu- 
larly, the  removal  of  all  difealed  parts  is 
effeded. 

3.  Mercury  comes  in  contad  with  the 
difeafed  parts  by  its  folution  in  the  fluids ; 
and  hence  thofe  preparations  of  it  are  to 

3  be 
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be  preferred  which  receive  moft  readily 
this  folution,  and  which  at  the  fame  time 
remain  longeft  applied  to  the  difeafed 
parts. 

4.  The  preparations  moftVeadily  foluble 
are  thofe  adapted  to  internal  ufe  ;  and  this 
mode  of  exhibiting  mercury  is  therefore  to 
be  preferred  to  all  others:  but  as  fuch 
preparations,  in  proportion  to  their  eafy 
folubility,  are  generally  too  ilimulant  to 
remain  long  applied  to  difeafed  parts,  to 
favour  their  retention  the  irritability  of 
thofe  parts  is  to  be  lefTened,  and  the  aclion 
of  the  preparations,  as  ftimulants,  thus  re- 
prefTed. 

5.  But  where  mercury  is  long  perfifted 
in,  and  to  that  degree  which  is  necefTary 
for  the  removal  of  the  difeafe,  even  though 
the  irritability  of  the  fyftem  be  fomewhat 
lefTened,  its  natural  adion  comes  at  laft  to 
prevail,  and  a  tendency  to  increafed  dif* 
charges,  the  charadleriftic  of  its  operatioHj 
to  take  place.  The  management,  then, 
confifts  in  either  intermitting  its  ufe  till 
fuch  difcharges  ceafe ;  or  determining  its 
2  operation, 
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Operation,  by  particular  combinations,  to 
excite  thofe  which  are  leaft  hurtful  to  the 
fyftem  and  leaft  inconvenient  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

6.  The  moft  troublefome  ''difcharge 
which  mercury  occafions,  and  -which  it 
poflefles  always  a  peculiar  tendency  to  ex- 
cite, is  falivation  j  and  in  addition  to  the 
former  management,  to  prevent  its  occur- 
rence (5.),  fedative  applications,  in  the 
form  of  gargle,  {hould  be  early  and  con- 
ftantly  made  to  the  infide  of  the  mouth, 
or  feat  of  the  falivary  glands. 

7.  The  dofe  of  any  preparation  of  mer- 
cury can  only  be  very  generally  propor- 
tioned at  firft,  till  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  or  its  fufceptibility  with  regard  to 
the  operation  of  mercury,  be  once  afcer- 
tained.  Hence  this  fhould  be  panicularly 
enquired  into  and  ftudied  :  for  the  confti- 
tution, in  regard  to  the  adion  of  this  re- 
medy, is  peculiar ;  and,  though  little  af- 
feded  by  other  ftimuli,  it  is  often  mate- 
rially influenced  by  this,  and  vice  verfa. 

8.  The  obftinacy  of  the  difeafe  is  noi 

to 
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to  be  judged  of  from  the  appearance  of 
fymptoms,  but  from  the  ftate  of  the  con- 
ftitution  and  the  fmall  tendency  it  dif- 
covers  to  receive  the  operation  of  mer- 
cury. 

9.  Befides  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury, 
where  the  ficuation  of  fymptoms  admit, 
local  applications  will  greatly  expedite  the 
cure  ;  but  they  fliould  be  only  fuch,  in 
the  conftitutional  difeafe,  as  obviate  irri- 
tation, or  that  morbid  adlion  of  the  veflels 
of  the  part  preventing  its  renewal. 

10.  The  time  neceflary  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  mercury  cannot  a  priori  be  de- 
termined. The  only  judgement  is  to  be 
formed  from,  the  difappearance  of  fymp- 
toms; or,  if  continuing,  the  ftate  of  the 
affedted  parts  changing  to  the  worfe  under 
its  ufe. 

1 1.  All  parts  under  real  venereal  irrita- 
tion poffefs  a  certain  oppofition  to  the  ac- 
tion of  mercury;  in  confequence  of  which, 
its  introdu(5lion,  we  find,  removes  the 
m.orbid  caufe.  When  removed,  however, 
this  oppofition,  or  capacity  of  bearing  the 

adion 
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a6lion  of  mercury,  ceafes ;  and,  if  con- 
tinued, a  new  morbid  flate  is  even  in- 
duced by  the  remedy  icfelf.  The  nature 
of  this  (late  is  ftill  unknown.  Morbid 
irritability  feems  in  many  cafes  its  leading 
charaderiftic;  but  even  the  indication  ari- 
fing  from  this  fymptom  does  not  always 
fucceed. 

12.  This  new  morbid  flate  occurs  more 
frequently  in  fome  conftitutions  than  in 
others.  Hence  mercury  may  be  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  beyond  the  decay  of 
the  difeafe,  witho.ut  any  danger  in  many ; 
but  in  others,  particularly  the  irritable,  4 
fingle  dofe  is  attended  with  manifeft  hurt- 
ful effecfls. 

13.  As  mercury  adls  beyond  the  circu- 
lation, and  is  not  affeded  by  it,  there  is  no 
neceffity  for  any  alteration  in  the  regimen 
of  the  patient;  and  the  antiphlogiftic  courfe 
produces  that  debility  which  increafes 
more  the  tendency  to  difcharges  from  its 
adion.  Where  flight  falivation,  however, 
occurs,  as  maftication  is  then  painful,  fu- 

E  e  ftpnange 
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ftenance  muft  be  taken  in  a  very  foluble 
form. 

14.  The  cuftom  of  bleeding,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  warm-bath,  previous  to  a  mer- 
curial courfe,  are  entirely  to  be  difcarded ; 
the  one,  as  manifeftly  weakening  the  fy- 
flem,  and  rendering  it  lefs  capable  of  bear- 
ing the  adlion  of  mercury ;  the  other,  as 
morbidly  increafing  the  natural  irrita- 
bility of  the  furface,  fo  as  to  be  more 
readily  afFedled  by  expofure  to  the  at- 
mofphere  producing  inflammatory  affec- 
tions. 

15.  The  only  power  influencing  the  ac- 
tion of  the  venereal  virus  is  cold;  and  in 
what  manner  it  does  this  is  ftill  undeter- 
mined. We  obferve  the  difeafe,  how- 
ever, more  violent  in  a  northern  than  in  a 
fouthern  fituation. 

CCCXC. 

Havinc?  thus  examined  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  the  conflitutional  difeafe  in 
the  adult,  it  remains  to  confider  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  fcstus,  or  when  attacking 

the 
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the  period  of  infancy.  This  fubjetfl  re- 
quires very  particular  attention  ;  for  the' 
taken  notice  of  by  moft  authors,  they  have 
neither  afcertained  minutely  its  fymp- 
toms,  nor  have  they  drawn  any  compa- 
Hfon  between  it  and  as  appearing  in  the 
adult* 
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HE  lues  of  infancy  we  find  generally 


J-  difplays  itfclf  firft  about  the  genitals 
and  nates  J  more  rarely,  it  attacks  the  face, 
breaft,  and  lower  extremities.  Its  ap- 
pearance in  thefe  fituations  is  firft  in  the 
form  of  copper-coloured  puftules,  fimilai' 
to  what  diftinguifli  the  fecond  ftage  of  the 
conftitutional  difeafe  in  the  adult.  Thefe 
puftules  fpread ;  and  the  body  is  covered 
with  an  appearance  'from  them  of  what 
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are  commonly  named  Scorbutic  Spots. 
Inftead  of  puftules,  however,  it  is  fre- 
quently obferved  in  the  form  of  livid 
blotches.  Whichever  of  thefe  appearances 
it  afTumes,  it  continues  to  fpread  about  the 
face,  eye-brows,  chin,  8cc.  having  the  fame 
appearance  as  when  recovering  from  the 
confluent  fmall-pox.  The  mouth  alfo 
comes  internally  to  be  afre(fl:ed  j  and  here 
it  difplays  an  appearance  fimilar  to  aphthse, 
Thefe  change  into  fores,  and  gradually 
fpread  backwards  to  the  fauces,  and  for- 
wards to  the  lips  and  noftrils ;  occafioning 
fioppa^e  of  the  nofe,  difficulty  of  brea- 
thing, and  other  fymptoms  attending  an 
impeded  adion  of  thefe  parts.  The  nurfe's 
nipples  then  begin  to  turn  raw,  and  to 
^{Tame  the  appearance  of  chancre;  and  in 
this  way  the  difeafe  is  tranfmitted  from 
the  child.  With  time,  the  body  of  the 
child  becomes  wholly  covered  with  ulce- 
rations; but  before  arriving  at  this  height, 
the  conflitutional  difeafe  generally  dif- 
plays itfelf  on  the  nurfe  by  ulcerations  of 
the  throat. 

E  e  3  CCCXCIL 
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CCCXCII. 

The  eyes  and  the  ears  of  the  child  be-» 
come  alfo,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  malady, 
confiderably  afFeded  by  matter  forming 
in  thefe  parts  ;  and  in  procefs  of  time,  if 
the  difeafe  is  not  removed,  hedic  fymp-^ 
toms  coming  on  prove  fatal.  The  affec-^ 
tion  of  the  eyes  is  very  charadleriftic  of 
this  fpecies  of  lues,  and  has  been  particu-*- 
larly  remarked  by  the  phyficians  of  the 
Venereal  Hofpital  for  children  in  Paris. 

CCCXGIII. 

The  time  at  which  the  difeafe  appears 
in  children  is  moll:  frequently  ten  days  or 
a  fortnight  after  birth ;  and,  previous  to 
this,  the  child  is  apparently  healthy,  and 
the  (km  clear  and  fmooth.  At  other  times, 
however,  it  is  coeval  wit\\  birth,  or  appears 
much  earlier. 

CCCXCIV. 

From  this  defcription,  the  peculiarities 
that  may  be  remarked  in  this  fpecies  of  lues 
sre, 

I,  The 
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1.  With  refpedl  to  its  different  appear- 
ance. And, 

2.  The  mode  of  infedlion. 

CGCXCV. 

The  chief  circumftances  in  which  it 
differs  from  the  conflitutional  difeafe  of 
the  adult  are, 

I .  In  fliowing  a  fpecific  attraction  to  the 
genital  parts,  independent  of  the  mode  of 
introdu<5tion. 

2..  In  difplaying  no  primary  adlion. 
And,  i: 

3.  In  difcovering  no  tendency  at  firft 
to  afFedl  the  throat. 

CCCXCVI. 

The  caufe  of  the  firft  of  thefe  cannot 
be  explained ;  and  all  poifons,  we  find, 
pofTefs  a  fpecific  attradion  to  particular 
parts. 

With  refpedl  to  the  fecond,  even  at 
times  in  the  adult  there  is  very  little  pri* 
mary  operation  of  the  virus,  as  in  the  lym- 
phatic chancre;  and  we  find  that  excefs  of 

E  e  4  fecretion 
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fecretion  in  pans  diminiflies  the  adion  of 
the  virus  on  its  inrrodudion.  In  the  foetus 
and  in  childhood,  the  adivity  of  the 
lymphatics  is  not  equal  to  what  is  ob- 
ferved  afterwards ;  and  the  larger  veffels 
poflefs  then  more  power.  Hence  we  fup- 
pofe,  that  from  the  excefs  of  fluids  in  the 
habit  of  the  foetus,  and  the  fmall  adivity 
of  the  lymphatics,  the  virus  may  be  in- 
troduced without  any  local  efFeds,  till  il; 
is  determined  by  receiving  a  new  ftimulus 
from  the  force  of  the  circulation  to  the 
parts  it  attr.cks. 

The  third  circumftance,  or  its  fmall 
tendency  to  afFed  the  throat  at  firil,  may 
be,  explained  by  obferving,  that  though 
between  the  genital  organs  and  the  throat 
there  prevails  a  remarkable  fympathy,  as 
allowed  by  all  authors  ;  yet  this  does  not 
take  place  till  the  genital  organs  become 
fitted  for  executing  their  proper  offices,  as 
difplayed  by  the  change  they  receive  at 
the  age  of  puberty.  Till  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, then,  there  is  no  particular  irrita- 
tion on  thefe  glands  to  produce  this  fym- 

pathy. 
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pathy,  while  the  natural  determination  of 
the  circulation  being  to  the  flcin,  the  dif- 
eafe  therefore  appears  chiefly  here. 

CCCXCVII. 

The  mode  of  infedlion  in  this  cafe  is  a 
fubjedl  attended  with  fome  difficulties ; 
and  we  confider  it  as  derived  either  from 
the  male  or  female. 

CCCXCVIII. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  perhaps  the  rareft; 
but  that  the  fcmen  may  be  conveyd  to 
the  uterus  in  a  vitiated  ftate,  by  accidental 
contamination  in  its  pafTage  through  the 
urethra,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  How  ic 
afterwards  a(5ls,  it  is  impofTible  to  explain; 
yet  the  fad  is  fufficienily  certain,  that 
children  are  every  day  born  with  appear- 
ances fimilar  to  lues,  where  no  taint  ever 
prevailed  in  the  habit  of  the  mother,  and 
where  therefore  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe 
the  original  ftamina  at  the  time  of  im- 
pregnation received  fome  morbid  change. 
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CCCXCIX. 

The  fecond  mode  of  infedion,  or  from 
the  female,  is  by  far  the  moft  frequent ; 
and  it  may  be  communicated  here,  ei- 
ther, 

1 .  By  the  virus  circulating  in  the  gene- 
ralmafs;  and  determined,  without  affecfl- 
ing  the  mother,  through  the  circulation  of 
the  placenta  to  the  child. 

2.  By  contamination  in  its  pafTage  thro' 
the  vagina  at  delivery.  Or, 

3.  By  fuckling  from  an  erofion  of  the 
nurfe's  nipple. 

cccc. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  is  confidered  by  Mr 
Hunter  as  barely  probable;  but  it  is  a 
known  fad,  that  the  contagion  of  fmall^ 
pox  has  been  conveyed  to  the  foetus  with- 
out affeding  the  parent ;  and  we  have 
reafon,  therefore,  to  fuppofe,  that  other 
contagions  may  be  conveyed  in  a  fimilar 
way.  We  admit,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  is  not  a  conftant  effedl,  as  contagions 

affeding 
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^fFecfling  the  mother  feem  alfo  often  efca-^ 
ped  by  the  fcEtus ;  yet  where  the  virus 
exifls  in  the  circulation  of  the  parent,  from 
the  increafed  determination  to  the  uterus 
favouring  its  depofition,  it  may  be  com-^ 
municated  in  this  way. 

CCCCI. 

From  this  reafoning,  then,  we  conclude, 
that  where  a  child  is  born  with  fymptoms 
of  lues,  as  defcribed,  or  rickets  appear  foon 
after  birth ;  or  where  a  woman  repeatedly 
mifcarries,  without  any  evident  caufe,  about 
the  fixth  or  feventh  month,  and  the  child 
is  expelled  dead  or  in  a  putrid  ftate ;  or  if 
the  motion  of  the  child  formerly  felt  ceafes 
at  that  period,  though  it  is  retained  for  the 
nine  months,  being  then  born  in  the  for- 
mer ftate  ;  or,  if  living,  fo  fhrivelled  and 
emaciated  in  every  part  as  to  bear  the 
marks  of  old  age,  an  appearance  ftrongly 
remarked  by  the  phyficians  of  the  Venereal 
Hofpital  for  children  at  Paris;  in  all  thefe 
cafes,  the  infedlion  has  either  been  com- 
;nunicated  from  the  father  or  in  this  way. 

But 
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But  as  Other  infeaions,  it  was  remarked, 
are  not  always  communicated  in  this  way, 
though  exifting  in  the  fyftem  of  the  mo- 
ther, it  is  therefore  mod  probably  owing 
to  the  father ;  and  the  removal  of  infec- 
tion in  him  alone  is  to  be  confidered  as 
the  only  means  of  preferving  the  future 
offspring,  or  guarding  againft  thofe  here- 
ditary afFed  ions  to  which  they  appear  fub- 
jecled, 

'  CCCCII. 

The  fecond  mode  of  infedion,  or  by 
the  vagina  in  its  pafTage  at  delivery,  is 
more  frequent  than  the  former.  It  was 
firft  taken  notice  of  by  Dr  Hunter;  who 
remarked,  that  the  difeafe  did  not  appear 
till  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  for  the  mofl  part 
after  birth ;  in  which  period  the  virus  had 
time  to  be  fully  introduced  into  the  fy- 
ftem. The  ina(5live  ftate  in  which  the  vi- 
rus, as  formerly  remarked,  frequently  re- 
mains in  the  vagina,  ftrongly  favours  this 
opinion :  and  hence,  even  where  no  vene- 
real fymptom  can  be  traced  in  the  mother, 

we 
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we  find  that  the  foetus  often  difcovers  the 
infeaion  foon  after  birth  ;  and  that,  by 
putting  the  mother  folely  on  a  mercu- 
rial courfe,  the  difeafe  may  in  a  future 
dehvery  be  prevented.    Dr  Swediauer  has 
fuppofed,  that  in  this  way  alone  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  can  be  conveyed  to  the  foetus, 
if  we  may  make  any  conclufion  from 
what  he  delivers ;  for  he  has  doubted, 
whether  the  difeafe  has  ever  appeared 
in  children  at  birtli.    Of  this,  however, 
there  have  been  many  inftances.  Where- 
ever,  therefore,  the  child  has  been  born 
with  marks  of  infedion,  the  mother  fhould 
not  be  put  on  a  mercurial  courfe  unlefs 
Ihe  fuckles,  as  the  infedlion  is  probably 
derived  from  the  father  folely.  Where, 
again,  the  difeafe  does  not  appear  for  fome 
time  after  birth,  or  the  period  mentioned 
in  its  hiftory,  it  is  then  to  be  confidered 
as  owing  to  the  virus  derived  from  the 
mother,  and  a  mercurial  courfe  recom- 
mended to  her.    It  is  a  matter,  indeed,  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  be  able  to  detedl 
to  which  of  the  parties  the  infecftion  of  the 

child 
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child  is  owing,  as  it  is  only  by  this  we  cail 
be  able  with  certainty  to  efFedl  a  cure.  It 
is  often  attended  with  confiderable  diffi- 
culty, and  can  only  be  known  from  the 
previous  hiftory  of  the  patient ;  but  as  this, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  female,  we  can  hardly 
learrt,  for  delicacy  forbids  fuch  an  inquiry, 
we  can  only  judge  from  the  time  of  ap- 
pearance and  other  circumftances  in  the 
infedlion  of  the  child.  On  this  account, 
indeed,  it  will  be  generally  moft  proper 
that  both  parties  are  put  on  a  courfe  of 
medicine ;  and  in  fuch  fituations,  as  the 
infe(5lion*  is  chiefly  communicated  by  the 
genitals,  particular  attention  ought  to  be 
paid  to  their  ftate. 

CCCCIII. 

The  lafl  way  in  which  infedion  we 
mentioned  can  be  conveyed  to  the  child, 
is  by  means  of  the  nurfe ;  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  contagion  is  received  in 
this  way  is  fometimes  pretty  difficult.  If, 
however,  the  firft  fymptom  on  the  child 
is  the  aphthous  appearance  of  the  mouth,- 
r  there 
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there  is  great  fufpicion  of  it ;  for  we  find, 
that  this  affedion  of  the  mouth  does  not  oc- 
cur for  fome  time  when  the  infedion  is  not 
received  from  the  nipple .  And  fbme  authors 
have  even  alleged,  in  proof  of  this,  that  if 
mercury  is  given  immediately  to  the  child 
on  the  firfl  marks  of  the  difeafe,  no  infedtion 
will  often  be  conveyed  to  the  nurfe,  as  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  thus  ftopt,  and 
the  affedion  of  the  mouth  prevented.  The 
character  of  the  nurfe,  her  connexions, 
and  the  examining  her  ftate  of  health  ac 
the  time,  will  be  able  to  give  fome  far- 
ther information,  and  particularly  if  her 
own  child  has  been  ftill-born ;  or,  if  alive, 
whether  there  are  any  marks  on  it  of  the 
prefent  difeafe;  or  whether  the  woman 
fuckling  it  has  any  affedion  of  her  breaft., 
The  nipple,  alfo,  of  the  nurfe  herfelf  is 
always  here  more  or  lefs  afFefled,  though 
it  is  at  times  fo  flight  as  hardly  to  bear 
detedion  ;  yet,  without  this,  we  conceive 
that  the  difeafe  could  not  be  communica- 
ted, as  no  matter  could  be  formed  to  pro- 
duce the  contagion  j  and  we  know,  that 

the 
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tlie  milk  itfelf  is  entirely  free  from  tlie 
difeafe.  Where,  again,  the  contagion  is 
communicated  from  the  child  to  the  nurfe, 
the  nipple  of  the  nurfe  becomes  fwelled, 
and  raw,  fmall  veficles  appear  on  it,  which 
degenerate  into  chancres  ;  and  thefe  are 
fucceeded  fometimes  by  an  erefipelatous 
eruption,  fimilar  to  herpes,  on  the  bread 
itfelf ;  but  more  frequently  the  neigh- 
bouring glands  of  the  axilla  fwell,  and  the 
lymphatics  are  felt  from  the  feat  of  the 
infection  in  the  nipple  towards  it  in  the 
form  of  a  (Iraitened  cord ;  and  the  difeafe 
being  thus  introduced,  fooil  difcovers  it- 
felf by  the  fame  appearances  which  attend 
its  conftitutional  operation  in  the  adult, 
though  it  often  here  difplays  ^  virulence 
uncommon  to  what  is  obferved  where  it  is 
firft  introtluced  by  a  primary  adion  on 
the  genital  fyftem:  and  feveral  moft  la- 
mentable inftances  are  to  be  met  with  in 
different  publications  of  the  efFeas  of  ve- 
nereal infedion  communicated  in  this 
way. 
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CCCCIV. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  circiim- 
ilances  which  diltinguifli  this  difeafe  in 
children,  and  the  various  ways  in  which 
the  infedion  may  be  conveyed,  we  pro- 
ceed, in  the  laft  place,  to  confider  the  me- 
thod of  cure. 

By  many  authors,  the  venereal  difeafe 
in  children  has  been  confidered  as  incu- 
rable. This  is,  however,  by  no  means  the 
cafe,  and  thofe  acquainted  with  pradice 
will  find  it  the  reverfe ;  for  it  yields  much 
more  readily  to  the  ufe  of  mercury  than 
in  the  adult.  Children,  however,  are 
more  eafily  cured  before  than  after  wean- 
ing ;  and  thofe  born  with  the  difeafe  are 
more  difficult  to  cure  than  thofe  who  re- 
ceive the  infedlion  at  birth,  or  afterwards 
from  the  nurfe.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked, 
that  from  the  calculations  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  attending  the  Venereal  Hofpital  for 
children  near  Paris,  it  appears  that  a  greater 
proportion  of  infedled  children  furvive 
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childhood  than  of  healthy  children  en- 
trufted  to  the  care  of  common  nurfes. 

ccccv. 

In  curing  the  lues  of  children,  there 
are  two  ways  of  exhibiting  mercury  ;  ei- 
ther by  giving  it  to  the  nurfe  or  the 
child. 

In  giving  it  to  the  nurfe,  we  are  lefs 
fenfible  of  its  operation  ;  and,  before  her 
fluids  are  impregnated,  there  is  danger 
of  the  child  finking  under  the  difeafe. 
From  the  experiments  of  the  late  Dr  Young, 
it  was  found  even  difficult  to  impregnate 
the  milk ;  and  the  cure  fucceeding  in  this 
way  he  has  attributed  rather  to  the  mer- 
curial atmofphere  in  which  the  child, 
from  fleeping  with  the  nurfe,  and  by  be- 
ing kept  conflantly  in  her  arms,  is  con- 
fined.   This  difficulty,  however,  of  im- 
pregnating the  milk  is  denied  by  another 
author;  who  obferves,  that  by  evapora- 
ting a  quantity  of  it,  it  generally  pofTefFes 
fo  much  mercury  as  to  bear  detedion. 
But  as  it  k  often  difficult  to  procure  a  nurfe 

who 
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who  will  undertake  the  tafk  of  fuckling 
fuch  children;  and  the  mother,  if  difeafed 
herfelf,  fliould  never  be  allowed  to  do  it ; 
it  has  been  propofed  to  impregnate  with 
mercury  the  milk  of  other  animals,  and  in 
this  ftate  give  it  to  the  child.  Thus,  in 
Van  Rofenftein's  treatife,  we  find  direc^ 
tions  for  clearing  the  fkin  of  a  goat  of  its 
hair,  and  rubbing  it  with  mercurial  oint- 
ment, which  is  to  be  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  the  common  method 
by  frictions;  when  its  fluids  coming  to  be 
loaded  with  the  remedy,  it  will  thus  be 
conveyed  in  an  eafy  and  fafe  manner  to 
the  child. 

CCCCVI. 

The  exhibition  of  mercury  to  the  child 
itfelf  is  a  pradice  now  more  generally 
followed ;  and  as  a  very  flight  irritation 
from  it  is  here  fufficient  to  effed  a  cure, 
in  order  that  this  irritation  may  not  be  too 
ftrong,  thofe  preparations  are  to  be  prefer-* 
red  which  have  a  tendency  to  pafs  off  by 
the  bowels,  by  which  any  excefs  of  irrita- 
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tion  is  prevented  ;  and  from  the  quantity 
of  fluids  in  the  infantine  ftate,  thi§  evacu- 
ation, unlefs  carried  far,  is  not  attended 
with  that  debility  which  follows  fo  re- 
markably any  increafed  difcharges  in  the 
adult.    Children  poffefs  at  the  fame  time, 
though  thus  fufcepcible  of  the  flighteft 
irritation,  little  tendency  to  falivation; 
which  would  fhow,  that  the  lymphatic 
fyflem  is  not  in  the  fame  ftate  of  a(fbivity 
as  afterwards.    As  a  proof  of  the  fmall 
tendency  they  polTefs  to  falivation,  a  cafe 
ufed  to  be  mentioned  by  the  late  Dr  Young, 
where  .twelve  dofes  of  calomel  were  given 
to  be  ufed  in  twelve  days.  By  miftake,  how- 
ever, the  whole  number  was  ufed  in  fix, 
and  the  child  was  much  relieved,  though 
not  the  fmalleft  fymptoms  of  falivation 
appeared.    In  fupport  of  what  was  men- 
tioned, that  a  very  flight  irritation  will 
cure  the  difeafe  in  children,  we  find,  that 
the  guaiac,  and  the  other  woods  which 
in  this  climate  have  little  effe6t  on  the 
adult,  frequently  perform  a  cure  here. 
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CCCGVII. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  com- 
monly employed  in  this  cafe  are  the  calo- 
mel and  Van  Swieten's  folution.  The 
former  of  thefe  is  generally  exhibited  in 
the  quantity  of  a  ^rain  every  night ;  and, 
after  fix  or  eight  dofes,  a  fenfible  amend- 
ment is  perceived.  The  fame  dofe  is  then 
repeated  at  the  diftance  of  every  fecond 
night;  and,  in  twelve  days  longer,  the 
difeafe  is  commonly  removed.  Where 
the  folution,  again,  is  employed,  thirty 
drops  make  a  fufficient  dofe,  and  it  fliould 
be  given  in  milk.  The  fame  rules  are  to 
be  obferved  in  continuing  it  as  vsrith  the 
calomel,  and  the  fame  fuccefs  may  be 
expeded.  It  is  the  favourite  remedy 
of  Van  Rofenftein  in  the  venereal  com- 
plaints of  children;  and  vv^herever  given 
in  an  increafed  dofe,  it  has  a  tendency, 
like  the  calomel,  to  pafs  off  by  ftool. 
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52.  line  20.  for  veficul  read  veficulse. 
up.  line  20.  for  ulration  read  ulceration. 
147.  line  6.  for  arife  read  arifes. 
150.  line  8.  for  its  read  theirs. 
216.  line  14.  for  pit  read  fret. 
230.  line  6.  omit  on. 

3X9.  laft  line,  for  and  read  it. 
375.  line  13.  for  §ii.  read  sii. 
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Alex.  Monro,  M.  D.  as.  6d.  in  boards. 

14.  Sharpe's  Operations  in  Surgery,  plates,  8vo,  4s.  6d. 

jj.  Elementary  Ledlures  on  Chemiftry  and  Natural  Hiftory:  Con- 
taining  a  Methodical  Abridgment  of  all  the  Chemical  Knowledge 
acquired  to  the  prefent  time  ;  with  a  Comparative  View  of  the  Doc- 
trine of  Stahl,  and  that  of  feveral  modern  Chemifts :  The  whole 
forming  a  Complete  Courfe  of  thofe  two  Sciences.  Tranflated  from 
the  French  of  M.  Fourcroy,  Dodlor  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at 
Paris,  and  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  by  Thomas  Elliot. 
With  many  Additions,  Notes,  and  Illuftrations,  by  Mr  James  Ruffell 
Surgeon  in  Edinburgh.  In  two  volumes,  price  12s.  in  boards. 

t6.  Outlines  of  the  Theory  and  Praftice  of  Midwifery,  by  Alexander 
Hamilton,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Edin.  Profeflbr  of  Midwifery  in  the  Uni- 
verfity,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,EdinL  'b, 
a  new  edition,  price  6s.  bound  ;  or,  with  Dr  Smellie's  41  1 
and  Explanations^  iis.  boards,  and  izs.  bound. 

17.  Dr  Alexander  Hamilton's  Treatife  on  Midwifery  and  Female 
Complaints,  with  the  Treatment  of  Lying-in-Women,  ? 
Management  of  New-born  Children,  for  the  ufe  of  Fema 
other  Fraftitioners  and  private  Families.    It  may  be  had  with  Dr 
Smellie's  41  Plates  and  Explanations  at  los.  in  boar^-j,  or  without 
the  fame  at  4s.  only. 

18.  An  Experimental  Inquiry  into  the,Properties  of  Opium,  audits 
efieds  on  living  fubjefts,  with  obfervations  on  its  hiftory,  prepara- 
tion, and  ufes,  by  John  Leigh,  M.  D.  price  is.  fid.  fewed. 

,0  Medical  Commentaries  for  the  year  1786,  colledted  and  publilhed 
by  A.  Duncan,  M.D.  F.R.andA.  S.  Edin.  Volume!.  Decade  II. 
price  6s.  in  boards.  .    ,  .  1 

40  Obfervations  on  the  Scurvy,  with  a  review  of  the  theories  lately 
advanced  on  that  difeafe  ,  and  the  opinion  of  Dr  Millman  refuted 
from  pradice,  by  Thomas  Trotter,  a  lurgeon  of  his  Majefty  s  navy , 
8vo,  as.  fewed. 
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